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MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

SUBJECT: NSSM 175 - U.S. Nuclear Defense Policy Toward France (TS/SENS) - 

INFORMATION MEMORANDUM 
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 We have held an initial Steering Group meeting on NSSM 175 and 

reached substantial agreement on the  major issues  to be addressed and An 

organizational approach, so I thought I would provide you a short summar 

of those matters and an indication of the time frame in which pose 

to complete the work. 

  As you will recall, the NSSM itself (Tab A) is in two parts: 

- an essentially is to be chaired by DOD, and 

- a political assessment chaired by State. 

At the Steering Group meeting, Dr. Foster, Dr. Walske, Mr. Spiers, General 

Seith and I agreed that, in addition to the specific questions posed in 

the NSSM, we needed to review the b oad r ur oses of the cooperation in 

view of some of the new assistance being consi ere . ejectiV of our 

limited assistance up to the present has been politiaai: to create a new 

climate for productive U.S.-French relations. With expanded assistance 

being considered, we agreed that the ,oggra__1705 sIudy should _address ,the  

basic question of whether it j.s Ln_the,Quetatl.iiaIg4A„st of the United 

States to assist in the development of a viai§las_indq2Lonclent French stra-

tegi4-41441jty. Therefore, the outlines which have been developerrid 

coordinated for the two halves of the study (Tab B) contain important sec-

 

tions dealing with the saa.144.140..awakaal.i.t.i.c.a.1....c.aasIderait.i. involved in 

reaching such a judgment. In the discussion at the Steering Group meeting 

I was gratified to see others as concerned with this difficult question as 

I have been. My aim is to make this study a sound basis for a serious 

high-level interaction on this important uestion. 
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Lawrence S. Eaglebu 
Acting Assistant Secretary 

(TS/[MS) The second major policy issue which the NSSM raises is the 
question of how we relate whatever nucl seiert  
to our broader ECTIlpwan ves over the next decade or two. The NSSM 
puts-TTirs important matter into the section which State isjç chair, but I 
have made our strong interest in this prablemikmyll to -.1R211.12iers. He 
understands that the stimulus for this NSSM was from Defene and has 
agreed that we work closely together in developing the options for our 
future nuclear relations with Europe. 

(4-) Our preliminary discussion also revealed that while the range of 
additional assistance we might consider offering France is theoretically 
quite large, there are substantial_le9al . and Congressional constraints 
that will have to be eit5E7-r-I-ecognized or ciercOme in onei& rbtFT 
In my guidance to the Working Group, i have stressed that these problems 
must be clearly_lilpntici.r.a rQn566Allimal, but they must not become 
excuses for arbitrarily constraining the analysis of possible new assis-
tance. It seems to me we need a very brui,Lmi_ge,L9f_w,hatj,t4a5,41111A„ 
togetheratb-aa-assessment of what may be desirable before we allow our 
thinking to be confined by constraints. These latter are real and cannot 
be ignored, but when a review of policy as fundamental as this one is 
underway they must not be allowed prematurely to inhibit the analysis. 

(U) With respect to tigligiajassalglial.91,./ba.mprk, I have insisted we 
abide by the A ril 15 deadline prescribed in the NSSM: this will put us 
in a position to ave,a-hIgh-leveilm interageac4-reglew of tbk.nar.9,12.1.0_ in 
the late spli22.prior to any trip to Europe the President may schedule for 
the sumMer. We are forcing the pace of the drafting of the study somewhat 
because I want to provide time to send a completed draft to you for review 
before we transmit it to the NSC Staff for SRG consideration. 

44). Two final items are worthy of mention. As you may have noted, the 

NSM wa_ LjrcltLatod trth.EC. in spite of their direct interest in 
much of the subject matter. I have confirmed with the NSC Staff that this 
omission wal_ia7.,.-4-1-1.-1 and related to the AEC's very close relationship 
winnlie Joint Congressional Committee on Atomic Energy. With the concur-
rence of the NSC Staff, therefore, we are not including the AEC in drafting 
the response to this NSSM. 
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