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+++EXCLUSIVE+++ 5 
EGYPTIAN NATIONALIST IMPULSES, SOW IrconfiS 2  
IMAM MEMIES OF THE BRITISH Ad) SOVIET 
EXPERIENCES, AND CONFLICTING US & EGYPTIAN NATIONAL 
INTERESTS IN THIS PART OF THE VONID. NOT MICE IN THE 
SIX MONTHS I HAVE BEEN II CAINO HAS ANY SENIOR 
EGYPTIAN OFFICIAL RAISED THE SUIJECT WITH NE, SOHO. 
CfFICERS IN THIS MISSION, Mt VISITORS FOCI WASHINGTON. 
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2.NER THE PUT It IMO HE WE MED LP 
SIGNIFICANT IUSERS OF INTEILMENCE REPORTS OF MEM 
DISCUSSICM WITM/1 EGYPTIAN MILITARY MO GOVEINMENT 
CIRCLES AIOJT THE WISDOM OF OFFERING THE LIIITED STATES 
BASE RIGHTS. THE NOTION IS MIMI NEW AS THOSE 
DRUID WITH RAS SANAS WILL RECALL. WORE ANYONE 
TAXES THESE REPORTS SEEMLY AS A BASIS FOE US 
SECURITY POLICY PLANNING TOOND EGYPT AWN REGION. 
IT IS MOTH RECALLING WHAT LIES MOD THE CORM 
DEBATE MC WERE Oil INTEREST'S LIE. 

3. EGYFTIAIS, IC TODAY awl THE MOSSIBILITY OF 
OFFERING THE UNITED STATES BASE NIGHTS, ARE GENERALLY 
JUNIOR PERSONNEL OUTSIDE TIE POLICY ARENA MID HAVE 
SEVERAL KITTIES. MANY SYMPATHETIC MOMENTS. 
ESPECIALLY WITHIN THE EGYPTIAN OFFICER CORPS, REGARD 
THE NOTICII AS A WAY OF CDIENTIIE SECURITY TIES TO THE 
UNITED STATES AND THE VEST, THEREBY LIMITING THE 
POSSIIILITY OF EGYPT EVER REMUS TO AN EAST BLOC 
FOLD. PARTICULARLY IN LIGHT OF EVENTS IN THE GULF AND 
INMATE, CMOS SEE BASE RIGHTS AS THE LEY TO A US 
SECURITY COMITMENT TO EGYPT AND MODERATE ARABS. SCIE 
POOPONENTS, PARTICULARLY CIVILIAN ONES, BELIEVE A BASE 
non AGREEMENT CAN IE BARTERED FOR SUISTANTIALLY 
DOUSED US ASSISTANCE - HELP WHICH CAN SE USED IN 
SETTLING EGYPT'S RES OILIGATICII, REDUCING THE 
MUNTIY'S DEBT MOEN IN GENIAL, AND IN FINANCING 
MINESTIC INVESTMENT. ALICST ALL EGYPTIANS ARE 
COWMEED THAT IT Alf EAGER FOR SASE RIGHTS AND ARE 
PREPARED TO PAY A VERY IfIel PRICE FOR THEN. 
4.Kann FILMJENTLY NE WIVE REPORTS OF THE 
EGYPTIAN DEBATE, NE WILD BE 11016 TO cammof THAT 
THE EGYPTIAN GOVEMINEIT IS PREPARED TO WEIDER THE 
ISSUE SERIOUSLY OR THAT IT NOULD BE IN OUR INTEREST TO 
D3 SO. STATED FLATLY, NEITHER NNW 101 THE GREAT 
IMJCIRITY OF EGYPT'S PC4.1TICAL MEM, IS IITEIESTID 
II GUSTING BASE RIGHTS TO THE 111111 STATES. THEY 
ENDI A ISM IN THE DMECTION VOILD II BITTERLY 
=TESTED ACLU THE EGYPTIAN POLITICAL SPECTIUM AND 
EVEN IF THE DAY WERE CANTED, OPPOSITIC1 TO TIE 
DECISION WOULD 0:111T311 FOR YEARS. NUMMI AMU 
CERTAINLY BELIEVES LOCAL INTEREST IRA US BASE 
POEM KIIJLD PROVE TRANSITORY IN THE FACE OF ST1ONG 
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5. WE MUST ALSO IEEP II Na) THAT OUR CONCEPT OF MI 
ACCEPTABLE PRICE BEARS NO RELATIONSHIP TO EGYPTIAN 
EXPECTATICOS. WAITING IF EGYPT'S FRS OBLIGATICI 
WOULD CONSTITUTE ONLY AM OPENING BID. BEFORE EGYPT'S 
POLITICAL LEADERS WOULD TAIL THE POLITICAL PLUNGE, 
THEY KULD WIT TO II CERTAIN THAT THE SIZE OF THE US 
MITIMUTICM KULD BE SUFFICIENT TO HELP THEM TO 
IMAGE THEM ECCIONY VITHOUT HAVING TO NAM THE 
DIFFICULT MO POTENTIALLY DESTABILIZING DECISIONS 
MIDI THEY All FACED WITH TODAY. FURTHERMORE, CV:E 
HAVING EXACTED THE INITIAL PAYIENTS MO OPENING 
ITSELF TO NATIONALIST CRITICISM, THE GOVERNMEAT WOULD 
II MIMED TO FEINT AIM STALL, GIVING LESS THAN FULL 
COIFERATION II CARRYING CAIT THE CONTROVERSIAL 
PIOJECT, II A 10:40, ME DD NOT BELIEVE THE CURRENT 
POLITICAL LEADERSHIP IS DISPOSED TO GO THE BASE 
ACUTE, AND Dar THAT IT COULD CARRY CUT THE %unlit 
EVER IF IT WERE. 

B. FINALLY. SKULD VE IIIDULGE OURSELVES BY EXPLORING 
THE POSSIBILITY OF BASE FACILITIES, WE ICUU) NUN THE 
RISE OF IMPLICATING OUR DELICATE ELABORATION OF 
MEPOSITIONING AND OTHER ACCESS AND TRANSIT 
ARRANGEMENTS. 

7. IN SKIRT, WE SICYJU) READ OUR REPORTS, KEEP TRACE 
OF THE EGYPTIAN DEBATE, BUT TALE NO ACTICN IN 
WASHINGTON OR CAIRO %MICH WCULD INDICATE NOERICAN 
INTEREST IN NAMING BASE RIGHTS. IT 
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1 
General, USAF 
r Military Assistant 

to the Secretary of Defense 

°MCI Of.THE SECRETARY Of DEFENSE 

TWOOMMORSHUTARVAMONMANT 

25 Feb 87 

NOTE FOR ASD(ISA) 

Please take for action. SecDef's 
marginal on the attached reads--

 

"I disagree rather strongly 
with this. I think we should 
seek authoritative views on 
this via Maarak and Abu 
Gbarala. Bases for debt 
interest still seems to be 
a very good idea to me." 
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