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DECISION ON J.C.S. 1323/188

A Report by the Joint 3trategilc Plane Cormittec

on

MARK 15 PROGRAM

Note by the Secretaries

1. On 20 December 1954 the Joint Chiefs of Stalf approved

the recormendation in paragraph 10 of J.C.5. 1823/168,

2, The merorandum in Enclosure "A" was forwordcd as SM-1102-54,
dated 28 Dccember 1954, to ihc Chscirmen, Militarws Liaizon Con-

ttee to the Atonic Energy Cormissio

2, Taic decizion now becones & porv of and shall bc zttached

Ge the ©2p shcet of J.C.S. 1823/188. a
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: MARK 15 PROGRAM Co

THE PROBLEM
1. In response to 2 memorandum* by the Choirman, Military

Liaison Committee to the Atomic Energy Commission, to submit

IIBII .
DISCUSSION
5. Considering the availability of enriched lithium, the Atomie
Energy Commission proposal** appears to be consistent with the
'Department of Defense desires fof thermonuclear weapon production

through July 1955, In view of the marked success of enriched

» "% Enclosure to J,C,8. 1623/166
** fppendix to J.C.S8. 1823/186
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6. 8ince 1t has not beeh feagible to estiﬁate the composition
of the atomic stockpile beyond fiscal year 1959, it is not
possible to relate the adequacy of the Atomic Energy Commissicn
lithium separation facilities to the Department of Defense
requirements for thermonuclear weapons, However, there are some
indications that 1ncreasing emphasis on light veight thennonuclcar
veapons may increase the emphasis on the lighter thermonuclear
fuels (lithium dcuteride) and thereby alter the present lithium
to oralloy ratios of thermonuclear weapons, The Atomic Energy
Commission is in a better position than the Department of Defense
to evaluate the possible impact of these technol?gical develop-
ments on the adeq&acy of the programmed lithium separation

facilities.
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the Department of Defense to evaluate the possible impact of
technological developments on the adequacy of programmed lithium
'sepafatinn facilities,

RECOMMENDATIONS

10. It is recommended that the Joint Chiefs of Staff forward the
memorandum in Enclosure "A", which reflects the above conclusions,
. .to the Chairman, Military Liaison Committec to the Atomlc Energy
Commission. .

11. No recommendation is made as to the distribution of this

paper to commanders of unified or speclfied commands.

*fippendix to J.C.8, 1823/186 . 941 0 3 0 —/66
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" ENCLOSURE "a"
DRAFT

MEMORANDUM FOR THE CHAIRMAN, MILITARY LIAISON COMMITTEE
TO THE ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION

Subject: Mark 15 Program

1. Reference 1is mude to:
’ ‘a., Memoranduu¥* for the Chairmén; Joint Chiefs of Staff
by the Chairman, Military Liaiscn Committee, dated 25

October 1954, subject as above.

3, Since it has not been feasible to estimate the cmnposition
of the atomic stockpile feyond fiscal year 1955, it 1s not
possible to relate the adequacy of the /tomic Energy Cémmission
lithium sepasration facilitles to the Department of Defense
requirements for thermonuclear weapons. However, there are some
indications that increasing emphasis on light weight thermo-
nuclear veapnns may increase the emphasis on the lighter thermo-
nuclear fuels (lithium deuteride) and therseby alter the present
lithium to oralloy ratios of thermonuclear vweapons, The Atomice

' Energy Commission 1s in a better position than the Department of
Def'ense to evaluate the possible impact of thesé technological
developments on the adequacy of the programmedhlithium separation

facilities,

* Enclosure to J.C.8. 1823/186
** Enclogure "A" to J.C.S, 2096/20




ENCLOSURE "B"

FACTS BEARING ON THE PROBLEM

2, Qn § February 1954 the Joint Chiefs of Staff forwarded
a memorandum®* to the Chairman, Military Liaison Committee, which

contained the following guldance on the yields desired in thermo-

nuclnau wvaarana ¢

* Enclosure 4" to J.C.8. 2096/20
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