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THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE ~ 

WASHINGTON @ 

. 
The Honorable Charles Hagel 
United States Senate 
346 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 2051 0 

Dear Chuck, 

MAR 13 DJI 

Thanks for your note and the article on Colombia. 

I look forward to visiting with you on that subject 
when we have breakfast soon. 
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L INS1f>E VIEW 2 J OEfENS£ NEWS March 12, 2001 

Time To Build Plan America 
Military Component Only Part of Battle on Drugs 
8y U.S. SEN. CHUCK HAGEL 

I nc1:mlly rf!bu'ned rru111 a trq, to 
Colombi11 and Eciador, along with fous
of my s-ate 1.-olle-aua. 'nle Un.if.e<J 
Sbites has lllr.J lntl'l'ests ID this region 
of U.e Welltcm llenuspMtt. We, 1,...,d to 
better untlemand the c:halle"i!ff lhal 
llU:! pt.'Uple or this area race in a..1J,-_. 
ing 1,1rot,lenU1 o( drug Lrafflctan,;, pu,,er
ly, ecooonuc •evelo~t a.id revolu
tiuruuy a,,d paramiliwy wiolen~e. 

This is a complica.l.ed aad cbn&ennas 
mbrtllre or Yell' diJliculL dwlffl&rs. 
"1'1\~ are no lhoct..12nn dJdons. How· 
.ever, I.ht- United Stales 1H'il stsy en
&a&ed in Ladn Amerk:a. ll Is 01u- Ol'lh 
bac'kyanl. We haw dolPeslk, ei:0110111h: 

a111I ucwit), lnt.erests there. 
'nle stahility ol Colo1t1bia ud the uth· 

er Aildcu nations Is iJnporunt and ~ 
va,at 10 America. Aml!ric.u, rompanles 
haVI! tnv .. \eLI '8 bUliun in Cott>,ubla. ac
.:ounllnJ for 11 percenl of il:I gross do
meslic prudlli:t. ~ Un1ted St.ales i.s 
Colombia's raoet impottPL irading part-
11er. Fort..v..el&ht perre111 or CoJombLa"a 
exports co r.o the Uc1itcd St..crs, whidl 
ilho acL"011111:s for G pereen& ol ColOlll
\,ii.'i; Imports. 

Colombia •u Im serond-lugat pc>pu· 
ta1lon ill South M11tocL Perhaps moat 
inqwrtantl7, Colon1l,ia i, IM lilldipin of 
at.ability and Netuity In lhe entire An
deml . .-qlan. 

~ °'IU'k Hav«, R-Nrro., I~ n Wlfttl• 

t,er of lhe F0twr.'t11t Hdo4i.,,.s Co-&llee. 

ust J111U1, 1he U.S. pledged U.3 billion 
t.o asist Colombian t-reslht Amlrr 
P.1nna in C&fTYUIC out VIM Colombia, 
whicll llad u ks roain J>WPOR a Kl;uoc 
redUt:Uon In the dnlg tnde thal Ivel!. 
1.h~ inswgl!nq of lhe let\irt g~nilla 
cruuPS .u,d tile pa .. 111.ilitary org.uaiJ.a. 
times, and IIAIJIJ)Ol'b ~ tr.mc:11.rn. 

Thi.! eG'ort IJ\volvec :a mili!My compo
nent a.s wlL!ll as an rco1101'11lc-deY'1"lo~ 
ml!'ntcornpo11e11L TI1e U.S. nulituy com
pcmenl or Uie counlen1n.g assiswice ef• 
fon is roci.ned on trainin& infrasU11c. 
hue, ~illance and lrlteJOae111:e. Our 
force L! madP up or 16Ct-lRO Spt."Ciitl ot>
entioi.s Fon:es, Uie "'"-'Drily or which 
are U.S. Amr-, -d 60-100 Corea frolll 
U.S. Soudlern Cunomu1II. 

Ther tnin and educak local troops 011 

~ . roa4, .air and riverine intenfic
lion. The U.S. mllilary ia toclpiAtt lhe 
£()\IHnlllPJIC!I ul Columbia, Equadur and 
El Salvador e."1ablillt\ fUlk forward Op
er.alulg Location, (FOui) w llllpl'UV\! 
their atility t., reach into cbug endica
tkJA and lr11M1t sones. The ~ In 
Bqu.dor holases U.S. Navy P-3 Orion re
~ plane debdul1ents Uftd 
ror IUrVCillance and detectio11. 

.MlGJI& dlr auppJemencal A!UtallCe 
Uv URitrd Star.a ia 81111111.Jbl& ue die 
UR-60 Blatk Rawk. UH-IN and R1.1ey U 
tidlcoptns. 1111! millra.y and economic 
c~ta.aff c~lefflt!l!ta.lY U\d ·"" 
se,itbl co die &Umval of Culatnbii&. 

Aft« ,riaitinl Colo111bia uid Ecuador, I 
bellewe d .. t but.h aovimnnruts ~ L'UrM· 

mit1nl 1G Lakkl& nri1111s action -,.11,11 
illrpl nattotics pn,cluction a1td tr.C.lick
illf Ml l"HNf!ltinC CtHltrol tlWf' Mt'JIS ~t( 
thetr COUI\UiK lhal lllY b1 COMM o( 

11attutica mltickem. Howe v,:r, l .ani 

concuae4 Out u,eere Is too liltle COO]lff

atlon aJIIOl\C 1hr coWltri-=i or lbc recwn. 
Thia is • prohletn 

Drue tn11ickini in dine co1antrtes i.!I 
Ju more Ltvu\ a soc:ieta.l problem. The ' 
,overei.ir:,, uf ~ Andt'an rucioN ls 
al dl'k. nae Uniced S!Atn, C0\0«ibia, 
Ecuadu.-, Peru, Bolivia and lira:zil need 
to inc:ftUII! c:oope.1111:ion Addre&sin.g Ille 
prol>lc:111 vC cuca pti,dllCllon In the n:· 
gion. If l'lan Colombia is svcc-"11 in 
Colombia, nan:::utnfficenr. ,unply will 
R\Oft into a n•ighboriug cauntcy. 

We aaw Uau ha.ripi!n dudn11 the I.st 
~w ,eaa wtltiR BLLUvia and Peru took 
stto11c action again:ll QJC& pnMh1ccrs ill 
lhett o""' CO\Ullriea. This led kl • ma.l<M' 
rll)lant<ion of produdiun in Co.lumbla. 
The cultiYll&knl of coca moire Uuon duu
bled l,y l99!J la 302,600 acres, an in· 
crHx rrom 125,700 acres itL 1995.. 

1'lie l()Vemmenl5 or Brazil Jl1'ld 
Eclaador 11te concemrd :.abo1tt &he puta
ti..J of UIJ!I ~rung w tlu:-. ant.I lhe 
gt1ve111J11ents of Peru imd Bolivia IN 
wttc~ abaut rrnewed narcotn1ffick• 
ing ett.ortl ill lheir OWi\ co\11\trifl. ThP.Se 
L'OW1tries llct'd ID work to&eU1er •t.aiNII: 
Ulb CCQJllun ~ 

We 111\19l n!CGIJ'i- tiut the lllUSiYI! 

wu, problem Is &olng to R(l'Ue a loq
kll'fl (:QIIUNa.-L IL b wadenotandablc 
lhat °"' f\nit •~or Iii• p..cbp for r1-
co10,11bia enqill.ubrd tlit! R1ilitu)'11eCll

rit)' cemp0nl!l'1l, b~cause noLhilc el11e • 
poNillk MUIOUt •~wit,' and Ubilit)'. 

or our 0.:J biUJon aid pacJ.ap, ma 
million is gol11& to economic dt"Velop· 
a1ent pd bllildlna the> iusutut:ION CII 

(.'1,..il socit:ty ·nw balance is 1uint to • 
vllliety ol •ecl&lity and dru&«adlcarion 1 
l)NJfl'amS. Al& IM proel"PI 111at.lun!s, , 
lluweve(,, greatn- e1ui,h.u1S wiU nttd ta ~1 

lu: own tu deYeloprnenl. itftorts and l,iv
tng poor Culof'ftbia11 IU'lllen a viable 
ecollOfflic alh:mati~. 

Oiw step cJ\e Ulliled si.rs can IBI!' to 
J,dp strenct,hen thu re,i«, is to I.IUl9 ll~ 
Ll.S.-Alodean'Inde Putnership Ad., or 
"'hiC".h I am • c.:o,apo1'50f'. 1'ni." a.ct. IUI ex• 
pa(ISIOII Of lhl! 1991 .\ad~III Tnulll' Pwfe,. 
ence AL't. whld1 t:Xl>;.,- at 0.. 041 uf I.his 
year, would IIJW\l u,~ sainP lnlde prerer
i:n<:cs to Culombia. Dolivia. Ec.:llldor and 
PcN t.ha1 curnntJy are enjoyed b)' olhec' 
c:01111triftt la l!le Caribbean D&:.ia. nus 
would tJvr Colornbia and oth,er A:lldun 
c:ouJltrie:s " S,U,er autlrL for legal trade 
with U1e UnllA!d St.ales. Con.!IJ- st1ould ,, 
pUS !his m-- quiclJy . 

lo'llwl7, wr 1i.ua wtdt.rslaA• thU Plan ;· 
Colc.mbia. ~ nuL 1:nough. 11,e nal LJrob- I 
\em ill d9maad '4w IN.-gal dnlp ua Amer- , 
ica. EIQ'Ollt: ancl rl.M:w.here. Won: 0- ·: 
UU peKent or the cocaine 01\ U.S. 
stttaa is prudm:~ and pror~il i11 
Colotabl.a and shipped from Cokm•bi• 
aid Equador. We ,~ed a Plan ~ulca 1 
t.a go aJon1 with Pia\ ColGOlol.a.. : 

Dn&p ane II scoiqc :,weep(!\& acl"l»I! · 
A.ineric.a. pd om children .. pa~& 
lhe a,rke. We must. do mote at hCJml! In ·, 
tenns or puentint, educatioa, rehabili
t.atio.n and e>.nlorer-nL 

The prol>leitY•k«I ~r Colombia,, 
Equador wMi the~ .-\nJtM nal.ia• ,i· 
will no& be 9Dlved 1110on. 'ntJI ts 1 1.'019· , 
plu. and mwtidbncl\aionll problem lhat .. 
is a lhreat to 0111' nalfonal $eetlrllJ, our 1 
sucial Cabric, am! Ille sr.bllll;Y ur the ~ 
WNtem ReM!sJ.ih~.-.. ·Ttie- C'Clll-fH!ftl:'.M 1 
Cur 0111' fublh! arr. Lou 1111ve for WI not ! 
to n,~1 this cbaUe,,gr. 
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