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The Honorable Charles Hagel %
United States Senate \'
346 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510 -
Dear Chuck,
Thanks for your note and the article on Colombia.
I look forward to visiting with you on that subject
when we have breakfast soon.
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INSIDE VIEW

DEFENSE NEWS March 12, 2001

Time To Build Plan America
Military Component Only Part of Battle on Drugs

By U.S. SEN. CHUCK HAGEL,
1 cecenlly returned (rum a trip to
Colombia and Ecuador, along with fout

- of my Senate colleagues. The United

States has vital interests in this region
of the Westermn Hemdsphere, We need to
better understand the challenges that
e people of this area face in address-
ing probienws of drug Lrafficidng, puver
Ly, economic development and revolu-
Bonary and paramilitary violence,

‘This is 2 complicated and dangeruus
mixture of very dillicult challenges.
There are no short-tenn solutions. How-
ever, the United Stales musl stay en-
gaged in Latin Anierica It is our own
backyard. We have domestic, economiv
and secarity interests there.

The stability of Colombia and the ath-
er Andean nations is bnportant and rele-
vant o Anerica. American companles
have invested $8 billion in Colombia, ac-
counting far 11 percent of its gruss do-
mestic pruduel. The United Stiles is
Colombia's most imporntant trading part-
ner. Forty-eight peccent of Colombdia’s
exports go o the United Siates, which
ulso accounts for 42 percent of Colom-
bia's imports.

Colombia has the second-largest popu-
fation in South America Perhaps most
wuporiantly, Colonibia is the linchpin of
stability and security in Lhe entire An-
dean cegion.

Sen. Chuck Hagel, R-Neb., is o« mem-
ber of the Foreign Relotions Commiliee.

Last June, the U.S. pledged $1.3 billion
to assist Colombian Vresident Andre
Pastrana in carrying out Plan Colombia,
which had as its main purpose a major
reduction in the drug trade that fuels
the insurgency aof the leftist guerrilla
groups and the pasamilitary organiza-
tions, and supports narcotics trafTickers.

This efflort involves 3 military compo-
nent as well as an economic-develap-
ment component. The U.S. military com-
ponent of the counterdrug assistance ef-
fort is focused on training, infrastruc-
ture, surveillance and inlelligence. Our
force is made up of 160-180 Special Op-
erations Forces, the majurily of which
are US. Armay, and 60-100 (orces from
U.S. Southern Cummand.

They tain and educate Jocal troops on
graund, road, sir and riverine interdic-
ton. The U.S. mililary is helping the
governments of Columbia, Equador and
Fi Salvador establish four Forward Op-
erating Locations (FOLs) tu bnprove
their ability o resch inte drug eradica-
ton and fransit zones. The FOL in
Bquador houses U.§. Navy P-3 Qrion re-
connsissance plane detachments used
for surveillance and deteclion, i

Among the supplemental assistance
the United States is supplying are the
UR-60 Black Bawk, UH-IN and Huey Il
helicopters. The militacy and ecanomic
comppaents are complementary and es-
sentlal to the survival of Culomnbia

Aftee visiting Coloinbia and Ecuador, |
believe that both guvenunents afe com-

mitled Lo taking senious action agrinst
illegal narcolics production and traffick-
ing and reasserting conirol uver neens of
their countries that are in control of
narcotics traffickers. However, | am
concemed that there is too little cooper-
ation among the countries of the ceglon,
This is 3 problem.

Drug trafficking in these countries iy
far mure than a societal problem, The *
sovereignty uf these Andean nations is
3t risk. The United States, Colombia,
Ecuadys, Peru, Bolivia and Beazil need
to increase cooperation addressing the
problemn of cuca production in the re-
gion. If Pian Colombia is successful in
Colombia, narcutrafficers simply will
move into a neighboring country.

We saw Lhis happen during the last
few years when Bolivia and Peru toak
strong action against coca producers in
their own countries. This led to 8 major
expansion of productiva in Columbia
The cultivation of ¢oca more than duu-
bled bty 1999 to 302,600 acres, an in-
crease Gom 125,700 acres in 1995

The governments of Brazil and
Ecuador are concemned about Lhe poten-
tia) of this happening to them, and the
governments of Peru and Bolivia are
cusicerned about renewed narcotenfick-
ing efforts in their awn countries. These
countries need W work together against
Lhiy common assaalt

We must recognize that the massive
drug prohlem is going Lo require a fong-
term commitment. 1t ls widerstandable
that our furst majoc aid package for Plan
Colombia emphusized the militasy-secu-
rity component, because nothing else is
possible without security and stability.

Of our $1.2 billion aid package, $228
roillion is golug to economic develop-
nient and building the instututions of

cwvil sociely ‘The balance s guing o 8
variety of security and drug-eradication
progruns. As the program mubuces, {
huwever, greater eiplusis will need to 2
be given to development efforts and giv-
ing poor Culombian [armery a viable
economic aliernative,

One step the Uuited States can lake to
help strengthen this tegion i to pass the
U.S.-Andean Trade Partmership Act, of
which | am a co-sponsor. This act, an ex-
panslon of the 1991 Andean Trade Prefer-
ence Act which expires at the end of Lhis
year, would grant Lhe same gade prefer-
ences to Colombia, Bolivia, Ecuador and
Pernu thud currenily are enjoyed by other
countries n Ihe Caribbean Basin This
would give Colombia and other Andean
countries a gresfer autlel for legal trade -
with the United Stales. Congress should
pass this measure quickly.

Finally, we tnusi understand that Plan '

Colombia is nut enough. The real prob- $
lem iz demand for Ilegal drugs in Amer- -
ica, Europe and elsewhere, More than -
Y0 percent of the cocaine on U.S. ‘
streats Is produced and pracessed in
Colosbla and shipped (rom Colombia
and Equado:. We need a Plan Arnerica
to ga along with Flan Colombia

Diugs are » SCOUrge sweeping across
America, and our children sre paying
the price. We must do mose at home kn
tenns of pasenting, educabion, rehabili-
tation and enfarcement.

The problema.fuced by Colombia,
Equedor and the other Andean nations
will not be solved saon, This is 3 com-
plex and multidimensional problem thet--
is a treat to our natlonal security, our |
secial (abric, and the stability of the  *,
Westermn Hémdsphere. The cunnqumres1
fur our fubare sre Lot grave for us not
to nieel this challenge.
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