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Chadwick M. Stenda.llm APR 30 
10160 Msin Drive 

Bonita Spring!, FL 34135 

Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld 
The Pentagon 

~ Washington, DC 20301 

~ April 20, 2001 
1 . 
~ Dear Mr. Rumsteld, 

!J-l £: 21 

® 

~ My family has Jived in rural Colombia, South America, for 37 years. My olde$t son, 

~ 
Russell, was kidnapped and held for 142 days by the Fuerzas Armadas 
Revol11cio11arios de Colombia (FARC). We have a ranch on the river Guaviare that 

my son. Chaddy, is still operating. This is in the heart of the guerrilla controlled area . 

... ' .. They allow him there becaui.e he is the best mechanic in the area and because the local 

_ ~ people all love him; 

~ 
I am an American civil engineer who moved from Minnesota to Colombia in 1964 as 

~ 
the enclosed book will explain. It will also help you understand what is happening in 
this country. We were in this area of Colombia before the guerrilla movement began 
and before the mafia began the drug trade. We watched both of these orgaruzations 

develop and later the reaction and formation of the paramilitary (AUC). We have 
tried to maintain strict neutrality. 

We run a 24 hour radio station, FM 88.8, in Puerto Lleras which is on the border of 

the F ARC control and the paramilitary control. Most of our neighbors and friends, 
ranchers and common country people alike, have been killed. 

My sons and I are ready to travel to Washington. DC at our own expense if anyone in 
the power structure affecting Colombia wants our valuable, current information. 

~,,,,~ 
Chadwick M. Stendal 

tels: 863-902-3656; 612-895-8640; E-mail: gstendal@aol.com 
cell phone: 863-990-0941; website: hometown.sol. com/gstendal/StendalHome.html 
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·!11;e situatiort seemed desperate: It 
ap[>eareli that all tiu>. pot1.,er u.,1as fo 
the caprlcious Juuuls of'th<' J~"', l ·guerrillas, andw~Wf!re inip?lellf 

·; .. ,, .. ?;.>~ . befori: them ... Om.· morning, .. 
· ... Pt_if[y jumped out of bed, <Jfld e.l:cl:iimeJ) 

. ·rhe guf.1-rillas an1 not i11 · coritrol!~ sh~ stated . 
emph(iticCll{v. THE GVERRILIA.S HAJ'E 1i\KEN 
OllH_~QJJ.! Bitt they are nut in £·0:1trol! ·. 
Goil I:,; iri t:ontro/!'' ·· · · · 
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. · · Chaci· Ste;ndaf, a sup~nrisirig engineer on ~ariy 'important 
coristruction projects m Minnesota; left engirieerlngto work with 
the isolated kogi lndjan ·triPJe aJQid the snow-capped peaks of 
Colombia, SQuth. America. 

The Kogi Indians are a very short, lhjn pcopJe, due h,> . 
malnutrition, parasites, and chewing t~ coca le.aves from which 
cocaine is derived. The Stenda,ls with their four children arrived 
twenty-five years ago, just in time to gain their confideric:e and 
prevent the defense~ tribe frain being ove~n arid decimated 
bv non-Indian colonists and the diseases ~r.idvices of civilization. 

Chad now has a M~ters Degree in linguistics and 
anthropology. Pat has put her degree in Educatiori to.good use 

~ , · ~ · - • .·.. f in literacy work 41 Colom.bia . .' 
G n :-4--44 Q Their~ help also lnch1des giving 

·. injection~. sewing µp wounds, 
and pulling teeth. Their son, 
Russell, became a famous jungle 

\ · pilot in Colombia. · 
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' ~ OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON, D.C . 20301-2500 

srEC:IAL OP£A;I.TIONt;/ 
LOW · INT£Nll,•.TY CONFLICT 

Chadwick M. Stendal 
10160 Main Drive 
Bonita Springs, FL 3413 5 

Dear Mr. Stendal : 

~C.JO 2--Z~I J 

Your recent letter to Secretary Rumsfeld enclosing a copy of your book 
lie.scribing your experiences in Colombia has been referred to me for reply. The 
Secretary is most interested in the situation in Colombia, and has asked for a review of 
our policy in Colombia and the:: Defem;e Department's role in supporting the efforts of the 
Government of Colombia to strengthen Colombia's economy, corobat narcotics 
lrafficking, reform the justice system and protect human rights, provide for social 
development and democratization, and achieve peace. As that review is now underway, 
your book arrives at an opponWle moment. As head of the Defense Department's 
regional policy office for Latin America, I look fmward to learning from your 
experiences and drawing on them as we develop options for the Secretary. We appreciate 
/t)Ur offer to provide additional infonnation as needed, and we will keep your offer in 
mind; with your pennission, we will make it known to others in the Colombia policy 
cmrununity as well. 

Thank you for sharing your views and your experiences with us. Let me wish the 
b1:st ofluck to you and your courageous family. 
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Sincerely, 

wA
~.u~~~~ 

n Mcnill 
Acting D stant Secretary of Defense 

lnter-Amcrican Affairs 
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