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It was a pleasure to meet with you In Washington last week, as wetl as to have had lhe 

opportunity to dlscuS& the Issue, that affecl our nations' security. 

As ·eo1ombla'a Mini.tor of Defense, I feel privileged to have b"n your counterpart In this 

highly valuable axchsnge of views and feel oonftdent it will help to bring our two countries 

QC>Ser together. Thank you for your valuable time and the attention you devol.ci to our 

meeting. 

1 would like to take this opportunity to thank you and the u.s.-Colombla BIiaterai Working 

Group team for your warm reception and attentive service. I know hOW hard orgenizing 

such a complex event might be and your staff was able to do an excaptklnal Job. 

There Is much mat Colombia Is doing ln order to guarantee tile rure of law and eliminate 

the terrortst organizations that operate In our country. As I mentioned during our meeting, 

the Government of Colombla has d,afted the National Defense and Democratic Security 

Polley, which 1s enclosed. 

As presented In our meeting The Colombian National oerense Polley has three main 

objectiVeS within tlie framework of defending the rights and liberties of an people In 

Colombia: 

• To capture ll'le main leaders of the FARC, 1:LN and the AUC and promote 

demobll%.aUon of recruits. 

• ·ro completely eradicate Illegal cultivatton of coca, as wen as to end the crime and 

threat to democracy that drug trafficking produces, as this IS the means by which 

the terrorists finance as much as 60% of their operations. 

• To end kidnapping and extortion in Colombla both or whleh are gross violations of 

lndlvfdual right$ and llberty and which help fund terrorism. 

Although I know these obJec1ives are ambitious, I believe that they are attainable. The 

Colomblan military and poUce Institutions have started to take the necessa,y measures to 

belier race the challenges presented by the reellty of an offensive strategy to combat u,e 

multl·dlmensional threat posed by these narcote~rists. These meHures inckJde 
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Ina-easing the size and mobility or our forces, the, centrauzauon of mllltary purchases 
within tne Mlnlttry of Oefense, creating concrete metrics of performance to be used to 
gauge success. 

In addition we are working hard to enhance our intelligence and QOUnterfnteUlgence 
capabUlties by Improving the technlcal means for gathering intelligence as well es ile 
atrateglC UM. 

Toe support of the United States has been crucial in the professionallzation and 
I~ of the Colombian Public Foroes, as wen as our Judicial system. 

It is my slnr;ere belief that both our countries wm continue to benefit from our dose blleteral 
relations, specially now that both our nations face mar,y of lhe same preoccupations 
regarding terrorism, regional stablllty and transnational crime. 

As I had the opporlunlty to Inform you, we have embart(ed upon an aggressive campaign 
to formalize training and Intelligence cooperation not only wflh our neighboring countries, 
but also wnn several member countries of ttie European Union and Israel. stir, we WUI 
need your continued cooperation, particularly In the areas of counter-terrorism, 
intellgenoe, training, and counter-narcotic&. 

F\Wthermore, the Govetnment of Colombia Is completely eorm,itted to the protectton of 
human rights not only as means to protect our cMnan population from the i'ltemal conflict. 
but also aa mea.ns to enhance and Improve our people's sense of well being which is a 
fundamentat promise of democracy. 

I don't want to miss this oppom.mity to lnVite you and the JDlnt cnlefs of Staff to visit our 
country, where we can deepen and enhance our bilateral relationship. 

With my very beet wishes to you and your staff, and with my warmest peraonal regards, 

LA;) Ir'),.-' -­
MARTA LUCIA RAMIREZ DE RINCON 

Minister of Na11oneJ Defense 
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