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The Honorable ' . 
DONALD RUMSFELD 
Secretary of Defense 
Washington, D.C. 
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It was a pleasure to meet wlh you in Washington last week, a1 well e• to have had the 
opportunity to dlacu11 the lttues that affect our nallon1' security. 

As ·eolombla'a Minister of Defense, I feel ptMJegad to have been your COL1nterpart fn this 
high!)' valuable exchange of Views and feel confident It wlU help to brtng our two countries 
doaer together. Thank you ror your valuab!e time and the attenuon you devoted to our 
meeting. 

1 'MIUld like to take this opportunity to thank YoU and the lJ.S.-Colombla BIiaterai WorkWIQ Oroup team for your wam, reception and attenllve Hrvloe, I know hOW hard organfl.lng 
IUCh a complex event rmght be and your staff was able to do an exceptional Job. 

Then, is much that Colambla Js doing In order to guarantee the rule ot law and eUmlnate 
the terrorist organlzaUons lhat operate In our col.lltry. As I mentioned during our meeting, 
the Government ot Colombla has drafted the NaUonal Defense and Oemocratlc SecLM'lty 
Poll~, which Is endoeed. 

M presented In our meeUng The Colombian National Defense Polley hat lhree main 
objectives wilhln the framework of defending the rights and NbtttlN of aH peopkl In 
Cobnbla: 

• To capture the mein leaders of the FARC, ELN and the AUC and promote 
damobllmllon of recruits. 

• ·To completely eradicate Illegal cultivation Qf coca, as well as to end the crime and 
threat to democracy that drug trafficking produces, as this Is the means by which 
the terrorists finance as much as 60'% of their operations. 

• To end kidnapping and extortion In Colombia both of whldl are gross vtolationa of 
lndlYidLUII rfghta and liberty and Which help fund terrorism. 

Although I know thou ObJectiVes are ambitious, I believe that they are aualnable. The Colombian mllltary and ponce fnstlwtlons have started ta take the nea.eaaty measuru to better faoe the chaJlenges presented by the ntallty of an offensive 111trategy to combat lhe muttkllmenstcnal threat posed by these narcoter~orists. Theae measure, lnelude 
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DESPACHO Increasing the size and mobllty of our forces, the, centrallzaUOn of mmtary purchases within tne Ministry cf oerenae, creeling oonc:rute metrics of perfonnanc:e to be used to gauge auccess. 

In addition we we working herd to ent,anoe our lntelllgance and counterrntellgence capabilities by Improving tho tecttnlcaf means for gathering ritelllgence at weU N ilt strategic use. 

The suppon or tht Vnlced States has been crucial In lh4 professlonal1Z11tk>n arid 1mPtovement or the COiombian PubUc Forces, as weir as our Judicial system. 
U It my sincere belief that both our countries Viii continue to benefit from our dON bffateral retatlons, apecia)ly now that both our nations face many of lh8 same preoc::c:upatlOns ,egarclng terrorism. regional atabHlty and t1ananat1ona1 crime. 
A8 I had the opportunity to 1nronn you, we hal/8 embarked upon an aggra8fve campaign to formal!Ze training and lni.Ulgence <XJOperation not only wltl1 our neighboring countries. bUt alaO Wltn HYetaJ member oountrlea of the European Union and Israel. StJII, we WIii ""~ your continued cooperauon, parUcular1y Jn the areq of counter-lerrorlam. lnteUlgenoe, training, and counter..narcotk:s. 
F~. Che Government or Colombia Is complettly oornmltted to the protection ol human rlght9 not only u m.ane to protect our CiVlllan poputialion from the lntamat mnfllct. but also as mean, to enhance and Improve our people's aense of well being which ta a fundamental proma.e of democracy. 

I don't wane to miss eNs opportunity to lnvtte you and the Joint Chiefs of Staff to visit o...country, wllere we can deepen and enhance our bilateral relatlonshlp. 
With my very best wishes to you and your staff, and with my w.-mest peraonaf n,ga,ds. ~ I al') I. _, ----

MARTA LUciA RAMfRez De RINCON 
Mlnl.ter or National Oefer11e 
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