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Dear Secretary Rumsfeld

It was a pleasure 1o meet with you in Washington last week, as well as to have had lhe
opportunity to discuss the Issues that affect our nations' securily.

As Colombila‘s Minister of Defense, | fee! privileged to have been yaur counterpart in this
highly valuable exchange of views and feel confident it will heip to bring our twa countries
closer fogether. Thank you for your vaiuable time and the attention you devolad to our
meeting.

| would Ifke to take this opporlunity to thank you and the U.S.-Colombia Bllateral Working
Qroup team for your warm reception and attentive service. | know how hard organizing
such a complex event might be and your staff was able to do an exceplional Job.

There is much that Colombla Is doing in order 10 guarantee the rule of law and eliminate
the terrorist organizations that operate in our country. As | mentioned during our meeting,
the Government of Colombla hes drafled the National Defense and Democratic Security
Policy, which Is enclosed.

As presenied in our meeling The Colombian National Defense Policy has three main
objectives within the framework of defending the rights and Hberties of alt people In
Colombla:

* To caplure the main leaders of the FARC, ELN and the AUC and promote
demobillzation of recrults,

* "To complately eradicate lllegal cultivation of coca, as well as to end the crime and
threat to democracy thet drug traflicking produces, as this is the means by which
the terrorists finance as much as 60% of their operations.

» To end kidnapping and extortion In Colombia both of which are gross violations of
Individual rights and liberty and which help fund temrorism.

Although | know thess objectives are ambitious, | belleve that they are attainable. The
Colombian military and police institutions have started to take the riecessary measures o
beller face tha challenges prasented by the reglity of an offensive strategy to combat the
muit-dimensional threat posed by these narcoterrarists. These measures include
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increasing the size and mobility of our forces, the, cantralization of mifliary purchases
within the Ministry of Oefense, creating concrete metrics of performance to be used to
gauge success.

in addition we are working hard to enhance our intelligence and oountenntollganpe
capabilities by improving the technical means for gathering intelligence as well as it
strategic use.

The support of the United States has been crucial in the professionalization and
Improvement of the Colombian Pubiic Forces, as weil as our Judicial system,

{tis my sincere bekef that hoth our countrles will continue to benefit from our close bilateral
relations, specially now that both our nations face many of the same preoccupations
regarding temorism, regional stability and transnational crime.

Ag | had the opportunity to inform you, we have embarked upon an aggressive campaign
to formalize fraining and Intelligence cooperation not only with our neighboring ountries,
but also with several member countries of the European Union and Israet, SUN, we Wi
need your continued <ooperation, particularly in the areas of counter-lemorism,
inteiligence, training, and counter-narcatics.

Furthermore, the Gavernment of Colombla Is completely comumittad to the protection of

human rights not only as means to Protect our civillan population from the Intarnal conflict,

but alec as means 1o enhance and improve our pecple's sense of well being which is a
fundamental promise of democracy. Coe

| don't want (o miss this Opportunity to invite you and the Joint Chiefs of Staff to visikt our
country, where we can deepen and enhance our bilateral relationship.

With my very best wishes to you and your staff, and with my warmest personal regards,
¢

UM Loua

MARTA LUCIA RAMIREZ DR RINCON
Minister of Nationg! Defense
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