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DONALD H. RUMSFELD 
secretary of Defense 
1000 oetenae Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Rum1feld, 

@ 

Bogotj, 20 March 2002 

Please aUow me to expreu. all my ,ympathy and my aolldartty With the Armed 
Force• of the United States, with the United Statea Govemment and with you 
peraonally at thla critical hour In history. I have no doubt that your courageous 
decision to Intervene In Iraq la fully justified and that auoceA wtU soon prove you 
right. 

Pl'88ident Uribe has wholeheartedly supported the coalHton led by the United 
States In Its efforts to disarm the regime of Saddam Hu88eln. A stop must be put 
to twelve years of breaches to Security Council resolutlonl. We al&o believe that 
the Iraqi people must be relieved of the suffering that for eo long they have had to 
bear. But above all we think that It le Imperative to eend a clear meeaage that 
State support for tarrorilm will not be tolerated, eapeclalty when such a State 18 in 
the business of developing weapons of mus destruction. It ii I crucial matter 
that every oountry understands the importance of this menage. 

Aa a count,y that has suffered and auffers daily the ravages or terrorlat vtolence, 
vioCenoe that Is often supported by the know-how and technology of International 
terrorist networks, as I had occasion to discuss with y0u in Waahlngton, we are 
well placed to appreciate the natul9 of thla threat. President Ur1be has received a 
unique mandate from the electorate to bring security to our people and defeat 
terrorism. Thal Is what we intend to do with our policy of Democratic Security, 
which alms to strengthen the rule of law over our territory, reaffirm the authority of 
democra11c institutions and thereby close all apacea to terrorist orv1niution1 •nd 
drug treffickers. Territorial control by democratic governments Is part and parcel 
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of any effort to check terroriam. That. I think, is What you are rightly trying to 
achieve in Iraq, and that i• what we are doing in Colombia. 

As President Uribe has aald, the United States can count on full support from the 
Government of COiombia. Only flnn International pressure and, when nec:euary, 
decisive intemation11J ,ction will deter States from aiding and harboring terrortats. 
United as we are in Ihle purpoee, we wtll gladly consider any requests you might 
have to support your campaign against terrorism. 

My thoughts are wfth you as you bear th• great reaponalblllty of aerving President 
Bush and your country at thle key moment \n history. May the Armed Forcee of 
the United States have every aucce11. 

Voura slncerety, 

~

r ~----MART~ LUCIA RAMIREZ DE RINCON 
Minl9 .. r of National Defenee 

2 




