
Her Excellency 

SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
1000 DEFENSE PENTAGON 

WASHINGTON, DC 2030MOCO 

Mana Lucia Ramirez de Rincon 
Mimster of National Defense of the Republic of Colombia 
Bogota. Colombia 

Dear Madam Minister; 

MAY 20 m 

Please accept my condolences for the murders of fonner Defense Minister 
Echeverri, Governor Gaviria and the eight Colombian soldiers. 

@ 

Such brutal acts should only strengthen our resolve to work together to defeat 
terrorism. 

Sincerely, 
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SUBJECT: I.z.:'TER PROM SBCOBF RUMSFBLD TO COLOMBIAN MINISTBR OF 
DEFENSE (MODI MARTA LUCIA RAMIREZ DB RINCON 

1. REQUBST YOU DELIVER THE FOLLOWING LETTER TO MINISTER OF DEFENSE 
RAMIREZ. 
QUOTE 
HER BXCBLLBNCY 
MARTA LUCIA RAMIREZ DB RINCON 
MINISTER OF NATIONAL DBFBNSB OF THB REPUBLIC OF COLOMBIA 
BOGOTA, COLOMBIA 
QUOTB 
DEAR MADAM MINISTER1 
(PARA) PLBASE ACCEPT MY CONDOLBNCBS FOR THE MURDERS OF FORMER 

DEFENSE MINISTER BCHBVERR.I, GOVERNOR GAVIRIA AND THE BIGHT COLOMBIAN 
SOLDIBRS. 
(PARA) SUCH BRUTAL ACTS SHOULD ONLY STRENQTHBN OUR RESOLVE TO WORK 

TOGBTHBR TO DEPBAT TBRRORISM. 
//SINCERELY// 
DONALD H. RUMSFBLD 
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SUBJECT: Condolence Letter to Colombian Defense Minister Ramirez 

• On S May, the PARC executed Former Defense Minister Gilberto Echeverri in a 
remote area of Antioquia Department. 

• Antioquia Department Governor Guillermo Gaviria and eight captive soldiers were 
murdered as well. 

• The FARC allegedly executed the prisoners with shots to the head during an ill-fated 
rescue attempt by a Colombian Special Forces Unit. 

• .'\ condolence letter has been prepared for your signature. 

RECOMMENDATION: Sign the letter and release the transmittal cable at Tab A. 

COORDINATION: TABB 

Atuu.:hmems: As Stated 

Prepared by LTC l(b)(&) l1sA WHA,!CbX9> I 
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DASD/CN Andre Hollis, 6 May 03 

copy provided May 6 
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