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Honorable 
Doulct H. Rumafeld 
Seoretary of Defen1a 
US Department of Defense 
Wuhington, O.C 20301 

Dear secretary Rumsfald, 
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Plea1e allow me 10 e,cpreaa my gratitude for your and the Untted States' 1uppor1 In 
Colombia's tight against lerrorlsm, the Illegal drug, lrade, extortion and kidnapping; 
and also, to congratulate YoU for tne aucoeaees In Iraq - another poa;,itlve gtep In the 
global fight against terrorism. 

Undoubtedly, the support of lh• Unffed Statn in thhl war agalnat the threala to our 
democracy - lhe FARC, the ELN and the AUC (groupa funded with money from the 
illegal druga trade) - has been Vll81 to Colombia. Al President Alvaro Uribe ha 
etated, the links between terrorists groups and the Illegal drugs trade are a clear risk 
to the atabUlty of the region and the entire hemisphere, u they 81lenapt 1o gain powar 
in order to operate freely and generate corruption In democratic institutions. The 
auppon of your government and the extraordinary work of Ambauldor Anne 
Patterson In ~Off'lbja are, without a dOUbt, hindering and debilltatlng the actlvHles of 
the terrort&t groupe In our count,y. Thia c.ooperatlon between b04h our governments 
18 most defiflttely producing poaltive reaulta in the fight against terrorism. 

I have expressed my gratitude to General James T. HIit for his unending collaboration 
and the dl&posltlon of Southern Command. As I have mentioned to General Hill on 
\larious occasions, It la urgent that we Increase Intelligence sharing and c:ooparallon 
geared at military actions against and the capture of leaders of the FARC, the ELN, 
and the AUC, ~o are threatening our citixens end Institutions thMugh the use of 
terroriam. 

I would llke to lake this opportunity to reiterate my Invitation tor you to vialt Cok>mbla 
so that you may personally elQlmina and aneaa the efforts arid &UOOH&ee of the 
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Dernocretlc Security and Defenee PDUcy being ~nted by Iha Government °' 
Pr.dent Alvaro Uribe. We expect to Clismantle the natwocb or c,fme and tauot, 
and conaolldate control throughout the territofy and etreng(henlng the rule of law aid 
the autho~ of demactattc lnaatuttona. 

I hope to racelva you on an offlclal villt to Cotombla In the near future 811d ahMI wtth 
you our IUC08HN and plane. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
MARTA £.UCIA RAMIREZ OE RINCON 
Mlnllter of NatJonal Oefenao 
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