
CllfrilC.A"I NUN~ ~ t :("'lq...__ CWMMIAN 
.• :IICIMIIJ:.,. ... ,fltr~r,1!,'_, ... \.a 

, 01:L t.l:flt:Y. C04C':.fl.l'L , .. 
1"\'ISA)C'lt!AI. l'tEW Jfli~t-\• 
JOHN M M-;NUO.-.. NE" ,·:;;JNC 
1'EAAV WERETT ~V.4 

OFF ICE OF THE 
SECRET:",~., c~- DEFUlSL 

·-· ...... ·- .... -I I-~ 

ffll$CCE G 1',AIITLfTT, r1AA ... LNt) 
tCJ:\.V4P:) F · BtJCIC" ~I.--~ 0'1. C,t._l~I..'\ 
,..AC IHCJIINIU:Jql,Y, rp; •. 

Ol·NI. 1.a._.ou:1t1H,tJ111,·'• !NIA 
WAlltNl' JONt!i.r«lF·,-c~ouNA 
JIM RY\.11'4, -<-,,i&AS 
IIM r,.ANOI'. $. M,:\,'AOA 
knl'llN HAY'$. M:)frl-i ~A110.I~ 
11£.A1'HEll:'ltll~'4E't°' •,l:7JCO 
f:fN ::Al.\lfllT, CALINJl'n, .\ 

COI\fMITIEE ON ARMEn SEKVICES 
11.&>. l,ouse of l\eprtsrntattbes 

i®UtfJtJtgtOJt, DC .20515-6035 
AOlt ,.,..l,lt,,IClil~. f':::)'4'1r,,tf ~TIC'l.1 
.u .,\"" u.6\ol~ • .,,,-c(,.. .... 

C'rJ '!.C4100< Vl-l(~l'lilA 
,, ·o~t, Ai)N r.w;so •. i 
J ll .. ..,::vr~n111.S.·Jlr\C: ",1, 
n.r:._.ILLl='ll.1=1:J1111t:..\ 
JOl \.\' L~fJk f,Ol r I Chi· }: •NA 
Fl-A~" I uMOtimn. f.ii \', trf'~Y 
'OM CO .. !, 0Kl.vt0MA 
JH MADl.h'. NFW ••AUt·Sl11HI: 
H:JII -.S•t')P, l. 14H 
,.,, Cll-.f. "t.•IINtA. ~, .. l 
... Ot-4P-.1Cl',F .... ~f':C r. 
:'.,t~,:>1.,;t:; 1.•t.....tn. \itt.ttCA"oJ ~,:'.,..r.,.¥m~_·, 
",1.C!. IIIOG!PIS, AlAS,,l."',"I 
. .;: "'.If t'°i4ANKS Alllll1C' .t-

Honorable Donald Rumsfi:ld 
Sccrc'.tary of Defense 
1300 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301 

Dear Secretary Rumsfeld: 
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April 5, 2004 
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Enclosed is correspondence from Representative John Doolittle, which includes an inquiry from his constituent, Mrs. Sharon Schmidt, regarding the March 2003 death of her husb:md in Colombia. 

I am writing to ask the Department to !ook into the al1egations raised in the letter, and to provide me with a repon whic.h would be responsive to Mrs. Schmidt. 

Thank you for your consideration of this request. I look forward to hearing from you at yo\r earliest convenience. 

With best wishes. 

DH:rj 
Enclosures 
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February 19, 2004 

The Honorable Duncan Hunter, Chainnan 
House Armed Services Committee 
2120 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Chainnan Hunter: 

7410 RAYBURN HOUSE OtFIC!- l!UILDIN6 
WASHINGTON. OC 20515--0504 

(2021125-2011 

•230 DOUGLAS BOULEVARD. SUITE 200 
GRANITE BAY. CA 9S7"6-S902 

19161 78&-5560 

hrtp:IIINww.house.QOV'd<lOlrtlle 

I am forwarding to you a letter from one of my constituents, l(b)(&) l regarding the death of her husband, Mr. Tommy Schmidt, who died in a helicopter crash in Colombia in 2003. 

Wl:.ile participating in a United States-led counternarcotics flight over the jungles of Colombia, Mr. Schmidt's aircraft crashed. f(b)(6) lsuspects that the helicopter contractor, Northrop Gnunman, should be held liable for the incident because concerns about the capability of the aircraft had been expressed prior to the crash. 

Given your jurisdiction over such issues, I strongly encourage you to contact l{b)(S) I to consider the concerns she raises. You may reach her at: 

Thank you in advance for your assistance. 

THIS MAIUftlG WAS PREPARED, '1Jll1SHl!0. ANO MAll.ftl AT TAXPAY!Jli EX"lhlst 

PAWTEO 00, •ECVCL[D PAP!A 



Odober 27, 2003 

~ff.~ ~lflJQll.1:>oolittle, 

On March 25, 2003, my husband, Tommy Schnidt, was tent on a mission m INn:h of 
hlS comf'adM. For ten nights in a row,' 1he same pilot (my husband) and surwinance operator, 
Ra1ph Ponticern, were Mnt out into the dark and dangerOYS terrain of 1he Andean Mountain$. 
Although fatigued and frustrated, they both wilngly seatched for lh•lr friends. Knowing the 
grave problems of the SRS program, tome have uked me why Tommy went back dOwn to 
Colombia after ht had glwn 'tetbal notice on January 2B. 2003, that he was luving the 
pn,gram as soon as Chr1s nttumed. wt,y'? 1 11m prt>babl)' lhe or1'y person on thi5 Earth that 
knows 1he answer to 1hls question. Tommy sefVed Ol.lt country during 1he TET otr.nstve of the 
v~ war as an IVTflY helicopter pMot. H• wa 1hot dowrl five timas. He was rescued flve 
times. A man's life ~nences 9l'18p. hiS character; my husband was a mar, of unqueltiOnable 
h011or. Ralph serv8d in the Am,y ss wall. Ralph was ca,plur9d dunng the lnwlion c:I PM&ma. 
The story that I hltard was ttat fOf' six days ha was beeten and to1'111reci. Hewes finally Ible to 
escape lft8f killtng h19 c:aptora. Do I need to e,cplaln '1eir' ltal89 r:A mRf any-tu~ 

In hi'ldlight t can ... that this mi9sion wu doomed, but I had always thought th 
TOf"t'\my was lnwicibie. Tommy, Ralph, and But:ti died that stoony night on a steep s,op. In ttie 
jungles ot CQlombia. I fol.lld out about ttw a11sh at 9:30PM via intamet news. \\tian I talked~ / . · 
the site manager In Bogota, he denied 1hat lhena had been a a-ash, but I knew the truth. I speOV" 
that rire night •arching tor more new,. Around 3AM I read on the Int.met that three b<>diH 
were bumed beyond ntCOgnitian, sun strapped In their sen in 1he ~r;:kaglt of the plane. 

On March 8, 20031 Ralph told me a rescue helia>pl9r with American SAR onbowd had 
been fcrbldden by Ile U.S. Embauy to land and pid< ~ tt. crew~ N11168 becauw the pilot 
was Colombian- tie tear being 1hat the secret surveilanoe equipment woukl be seen by a 
Colt,mbia,. Until the fOIIOWing artfcl1 came out, I had no actuaf proof that what Ralph had tord 
me was true. He a1,o told me about a second rescue attempt that wa$ also stopped by Anne 
Pattetlon. Although l believe him, 1 have no way to prove what he told me, but the truth would 
corne out In an Investigation. The Special Foroes members who pattlcipMed in fle •an.gacr 
second attempt could be queStioned in• CongressJonal investigation. 

Excerpt from "Anti-Drq Plipfl Not Wamed in ColMnbia by Kea ~. AP. 
Yahoo News Oct. l-11 lnoJ 

The former ht::ad of the departmd.'s aviation prugram, 1ohn McLaughlin, cited the report in 
requestins a congressional inve~gation. of the countemarcotics bureau, which ~& the 
spraying program. 

1' Aircrew lives arc being put at risk. without making use of all available protective measur~," 
McLaughlin said in an Oct. 9 ,etter to the House GovernmeAt Reform Committee ~ - m 
~it.e!;). McLaughlin retired Oct. 3. 

McLaughlin said fo hi.s letter that after an Amerfoan contractors plane crashed Feb. l 3 in 
gmnitla-controlled temtory, reacae helk:•pten wtre kept •• die poand whit ••pa 
nmning for at 11e.ut 15 minata. By the time the helicopten flew over the cosh site, guemllas 
had executed an American and a CoJombian., and could be seen leadins three Americans into 
captivity. Tbe 1hree have not been released. 
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What I am a8king of you. Mr. Dol1U1e, is to press Congress ror a OongressiOnal nearing or investigation to review Ile ,ore of U.S. <X>tltlacilOrS, speciflcally Northrop Grumman, in Colombia and the ntsponsibilitiff that the conncted companiet should have to ensure the s,nst possible conditions and eqtipment. Northrop Grumman is the SRS contractor; however, att.r the first crMh on Feb. 1 $, 2003, In my opinion, they b.Jcked tail and ran. Although I reali.za that my husband was jUst a faceless name to Northrop, should financial daciSions negate the 

sanetity of human life?. ts this really the cWense contractor that should be awarded contradS by our government? Pilots had e>cpressed their conc:;,ems in May, 2002. A letter waming of Impending dlsasaer sent Dy SRS pilots waa n,celYed by Northrop in December. 2002. VVith full knowledge that the single engine planes being used fOr these dangerous miesions we,. unfit for the conditions, NG/CMS suddenly CNNlllld a •new" compariy caled CIAO, Inc. using the same program manager aoo the same ·cheaper" plane. California Mtc:rowave Systems. a subsidiary 
of Northrop, was futflllng the contract that ran untl June 21 , 2003. ao how could they possibly be allOwed to shift Nablllty to a third party before thliy completed the contract? A congressional Investigation could review tenns of the contract and would reveal all the irregularities and the 
unusual ttan9fer of the c:ontrac:t lltder "questionable• cln:umstalceS. 

On Tuesday, October 21 . 2003, t tecelVed a latter frOm the claims administrator fer Gerber Life Insurance lltlling me that Nor1hrop Md notified them 1hat my husband had bfffl •teoninatect• and my claim for the personal a=dent IMurance (that Tommy hacl paid for on 
3/28/03) was tt.refoNt inaligibte. This is just anolh1tr slap in the face tnat wa. the families, have 
~erect I have eppealed the mtshandNng of my claim to lhe CA Dept of lnsuranoe and they are currently investigating the 51tuation. · 

SJr, f spent a IOt of time In Colombia with my husband. H•, llld a few othel"9, cld confide in me. so I do have • greet deal of knowledge about the "program", which Is v.t,y I feel sure that in order to save the ·program•. the conclusion of 1he "clanlied• in11estigation will hive to come out as one of pilot error- any other condusicn would cast doubt on the contra=r's continued use of a single engine plane for "forbidden" night missions in a "forbidden" mountainous sector. I fear that the real 1ruth wiH be hidden from 1he famllits. My life haS been shattaNd; I need the 
truth. Mr. Dolittle, my husba'ld had a brtlllant career In the Air Fon:e and MIi over 12,000 
accident-free hoUl'3 of flight time- the crash was not caused by pHot error, it was atuSed by the gross mismanagement and willful negligence Of the contractor- Nonhrop Grumman. This is, of course, only my opinion. A ~ssional Investigation would allow 1111 of those who signed non-dlsclcsurw statements to come forward and tell wh.t they know, including not only fOrmer 
CMS employees, but also the SAR members, OPSCO, and other witnes9es basad in Larandia. A Congre1N>nal Investigation is needed to prwent a repeat of the two SRS disasters of February and M•rch. end the three Dyncorp (spray program) shoot-downs. Though Northrop was forcld to lease a twin engine plane after losing both Caravans to cnnhn, the management of the program remains the same. 

It is al!IO my hope 1hat a positive courw d action to NCUl'8 the ,..... of Marc Gonsalves, Keitt1 Stansell, a'1d Torn Hows would come flOfTI a Congrwssional investigation: at least It WOl,jd show that a united effort is being madw. 

Sincerely, 
(b)(6) 

Cc: Chalnnan Tom Davis 
House Qovtmmtnt Refoml committee 
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