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Bogota. D.C., Apttl 12. 2004 

Dear secretary Rurnsfeld: 

I was delighted to have the opportunity to meet with you during my recent visit to 
Wnhlngton to discuaa the p0&ltiVe ruulta Colambia and the United States are 

reatlztng in 1he war against terrorism and nl!ll'.OC)-trafficlclng. 

Support from the U.S. Department of Defense and Southcom, has been especially 

effective in providing training, equipment and plannlrQ assistance to the Colombian 
armed forces. ,.. a result. this year we are taking the tigh1 more aggressively to 

terrorist strongholds In my country. We have come a long way during the \emn 

our two admlntstratiOns have been working sk:le.by•slde to eohance aecurity and 
opportunity for millons of Colombians. 

@ 

A critloal compcnent In shifting the advantage to the Colombian military has been 
end wll continue to be lmprowd eir power and transport eapablllty. lncnNl88d air 

power wm make a significant difference in our ebilitY to eondud combat operations 
and move eciulpment and troops in remote regions or Colombia. 

P.~ I mentioned to many leaders in the administration and the U.S. Congress. I 

believe It Is essential that we stay the course which has produced such posillvlil 

trends tc date. If we continue to work and invest et this pace, we can dramatically 
tral'l8fomi the situation in Colombia and 8GtOIS the Andean rcgton. Colombia wm 
reed sus1ained military and economic asslstanc:e from the Unlted State& in the 
niedlum term, but as our security Improves we will be able to gradually aaaume a 
prowing share of burden. 

The Honorable 
Donald H Rumsfeld 
Secretary of Defense 
United States of America 
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Thank you, Mr. Secretary, for your continued !merest and support of Colombia. We 

are grateful for the ass\stam.e tha U.S. Department of Defense and the Bush 

administration has given OUT nation and people during this critical period in our 

history. 

Sincerely. 
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