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Message 

Sherrod, Jimmy, CIV, WHS/ESD 

From: [<b)(6) 

Sent 
To: 

Tuesday, Aprl 26, 2006 11 :08 AM 
Sherrod. Jimmy, CIV, WHSIESD 

Faires, Jay Mr. CIV US WHS ESO Cc: 
Subject: RE: Congreselonal Tasking 05853-08 

Concur. RJ(b)(S) I 

!(b)(6) !USAF 
Military Assistant 

Office of the Assistant Secretary of Defense 
Legislative Affairs 
1300 Defense Pentagon (30747) 
Wuh~mm DC 20301-1300 

• (b)(6) I ~f)(S) I 
E-maH:l!blC6. I 

---ortgtnalMessage · 
Fronl: Sherrod, Jimmy, av, WHS/ESO 
s.nt: Friday, April 21, 2006 4:02 PM 
To;(b)(6) !OSD-LA 
CC: Faires, Jay Mr. av US WHS ESD 
SUbj«t: C,ongr!ssional Tasking 058SJ-06 

l(b)(6) I 

Page 1 of 1 

Aa you will see the attached tettar was tasked to the Joint swr for responN. They are requeetlng • 
extension untM 6 May. Their justifioalion Is• .... lhis !Slue crosses rtl.lltiple -tjonal bQLl')dalee and II 
ta~:ing us longer to coordinate l\an we had anticipated." The action office 1sfa><5C I 
Do you concur? 

Pl88N advise. 

js 

Jimmy L. Sherrod 
Chief. Eucutm SIIJ)/)0'1 Office 
u~:utive Services Directorate 
'103.693.7965 
Ro~JC97S 

4/2S/2006 
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COMMlffl! ON THI JUDICIARY 
WASHINGTaMJixfato-iiJI ;~:, !'.: : ,·, 

Honorable Donald R.umsf'eld 
Secretary of Defeue 
1000 Defense Pemagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Sectt:tary RUIJISfald, 

April 10. 2006 

When w. wit.eel the United Statm embassy in Bogota, Colombia on. April 8, 2006, 
we reviewed 'the iAcideat of February 13, 2003 whea a small lT. S. pll.DC crashed in 
Colombia resuldng in F ARC taki:ng hostage Marc Oomalve,, Keith Stamell, and Tom 
Howes who were under con.tract with tho Dcpm1mmt of Def-... in the war apinst dN& 
tnffickcn. 

We were t.old that, if there were aufficicn.t Depanment ofDeteo.te roaource, 
appliedi the hostqca could be located. Yow Department of Defense expem doubtless 
know whai equipment and tecbniquu could be used to locate th05C bo8'alCI, 

It seems to us tbat no llano should be left untUmed t.o fmd and rcscuo t1tcae Men. 
In discus.,ing this matter with the penonnd at the Embauy, i1 wu obvioUJ that they 
wanted more resources for thi! effort the sucocss of which impacts morale IDd national 
credibility. One of the men at the Embwy said he tbinb about the hostaaea every day. 
The Fm.busy people talk about rheae men as POW'.s and MlA '1 llld theR l1'C plaques 
ancl sips cmplaycd throupout the Embassy. 

We believe you will aarcc with III tlw when you have three hostacea iD this 
sltuadon where they ~ captured pcrfon:nina vital services for ow nation that every 
canccivulc effon mould 1,e made to freo lb.em. 

We would lppnc1ate your penanal attention to this matter. PJoase i.t ua know 
what action yi,u will ttke. 

~.J.1t_ 
Arlen Specter 

.5)/(~ 
c:-- . 

II;', i~lfja /e , 
oso 05853-06 
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NO. 06 / P. 1 

tlnlttd ~-/1.tnatt\. :•: . . . . . . 
COMMITT!I!! ON THE JUDICIARY 

WASHINGTO..:DC2H1~11 ;.J ,'': 1 :, ... 

April 10. 2006 

Honorable Donald RUID!fcld 
Secretary of Dofeue 
l 000 Def1n1e Pentagon 
Washington. DC 20301-1000 

Dea SecretlrY Rmnsfeld, 

When we vW= the United Stata mnbul)' in Bo,ota. ColombiA on April 8, 2006, 
we reviewed d\e incident ofFobnwy 13, 2003 whea a srull U.S. plane cruhcd iD. 
Coloalbia resub:lng in PARC taJcins boltage Marc Ooma.lves, Keith Stamoll. lDd. Tom 
Howm who were undar con1ract with the Department of Defmae in. the war aplnst clru& 
traffickers. 

We were cold that, ff there were aufficicnt Department ofn.tea.se resources 
applied, the bostqe.s could be loc:atcd. Your Dcplltmcnt of Defense experts doubd.ou 
know what equlpment and techniq,UM QOWd bti Uled to locate thole hostapa. 

It seam.a to us tut no srcno should be left untumed to find and rc,cuc tbcae Men. 
In disma.linl this matter with the personnel at the Embassy, it wu obviou, that they 
wanted more JCIOurca for this effort the mccoH o(which im.paGts morale and .natioDll 
credibility. One of the ma at the Emba.uy said he thlnkJ about the hostas• evety day. 
The Embassy people t.a.lk. aboutlhcacmen u POW's and MIA':1 aad thclc Ile plaquu 
and si&n1 displayed throu&hout the Embassy. 

We believe you will agree with us dw when you have wee hoatlce& in this 
sl.tuadmt. where they were captured pedormiq vital servicos for our nation that ev«y 
cmooivablc effort should he made to free ibcm. 

We WOQ1d appreci&te your penou1 attention to this matter. Pl.,.. let ua kn.ow 
what .ac1ioJ1 JOU will take. 

{k_J._ 
Arlen Specter . 

,98~ 
11;'.· I~~ 7 

C / I 
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Reply ZIP Code: 
20318-0300 

The Honorable Arlen Specter 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510-3802 

Dear Senator Specter, 

nil! JOINT 8TAFF 
---l'OlltDC 

MAY 1 t 2006 

The Secretary of Defense requested that t respond to your letter 
concerning DOD efforts to locate and repatriate Marc Gonsalves, Keith 
Stansell, and Tom Howes who were taken hostage in Colombia by the FARC. 

Immediately following the crash landing of their aircraft on 13 Febrwuy 
2003, the Department of Defense began efforts to locate Marc, Keith, and Tom. 
During the pa.st 3 years, we have received several intelligence leads and 
pursued each one vigorously, and we will continue to aggressively pursue all 
leads on the status of these Americana. I assure you that we will apply DOD 
technology, systems, and military forces when required to locate these three 
men. 

At every step, the Department of Defense has worked closely with our 
interagency partners and with the Government of Colombia. I am sure that the 
information you received at the US Embassy in Bogota highlighted this 
cooperation and the ongoing efforts to locate the hostages. Unfortunately, In 
spite of our efforts their status and location remain uncertain. 

We share your concern for the safety and well being of Marc, Keith, and 
Tom and appreciate your attention to this important matter. 

Very respectfully, 

~~~-

LieutenaQ'(jJbleral, USA 
Director, Joint Staff 

fJ> otS5'3- Ob 
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Reply ZIP Code: 
20318-0300 

The Honorable Jeff Sessions 
' United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510-0104 

Dear Senator Scallions, 

Tim JOINT STAPP 
W.IIIIIHTIINo DC 

UAY 1 : 2006 

'lbe Secretary of Defense requested that I respond to your letter 
concerning DOD efforts to. locate and repatriate Marc Gonsalves, Keith 
Stansell, and Tom Howes who were taken hostage in Colombia by the FARC. 

Immediately following the crash landing of their aircraft on 13 Febn.wy 
20031 the Department of Defense began efforts to locate Marc, Keith, and Tom. 
During the past 3 years, we have received several intelligence leads and 
pursued each one vigorously, and we will continue to aggressively pursue all 
leads on the status of these Americans. I assure you that we will apply DOD 
technology, systems, and military forces when required to locate these three 
men. 

At every step, the Department of Defense has worked closely with ow­
intcragency partners and with the Government of Colombia. I am sure that the 
information you received at the US Embassy in Bogota highlighted this 
cooperation and the ongoing efforts to locat:e the hostages. Unfortunately. in 
spite of our efforts their status and location remain uncertain. 

We share your concern for the safezy and well being of Marc, Keith, and 
Tom and appreciate your attention to this important matter. 

Very respectfully. 

~~ 
WALTER~.~ 
Llcutcna;d~ 
Directo 
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THE SECRETARY Of' DEFENSE 
WASHINGTON 

The Honorable Arlen Specter 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

Dear Arlen: 

April 14, 2006 

Thank you for the letter you signed with Senator Sessions 
·regarding efforts to locate Messrs. Gonsalves, Stansell, and 
Howes in Colombia. We take this unfortunate situation seriously 
and share your concern for the welfare of these citizens. I have 
asked General Pete Pace, Chainnan of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
to follow-up with you on this matter. 

With best wishes, 

Sincerely, 

fl ,~, 

OSD 05853-06 
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THE SECRETARY OF DEF'ENSE 
WASHINGTON 

The Honorable Jeff Sessions 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

Dear Jeff: 

April 14, 2006 

Thank you for the letter you signed with Senator Specter 
regarding efforts to locate Messrs. Gonsalves, Stansell, and 
Howes in Colombia. We take this unfortunate situation seriously 
and share your concern for the welfare of these citizens. I have 
asked General Pete Pace, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
to follow.up with you on this matter. 

With best wishes, 

Sincerely, 

R. ;~, 

OSD 05853-06 



The Honorable Arlen Specter 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

Dear Arlen: 
~Sj 

SOM Aathoriutlea (TSA & •SJ 

OK-SOM• z Change and SOM• 
APR 1 3 !Xl6 

SOM• and use to close 

* SOM sipatare u 'Donald Rnufeld' 
uleu otherwise indicated. 

OSD 05853..()6 

EXECUflVE SERVICES DIRECTORA TI! 
3C975 (703) 693-7965 
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