T Foue NAY 18 Fe

. Q)
ACTION MEMO 2
; USDP
-ﬂm—n 208 ?
DepSecDef
FOR SECRETARY OF DEFENSE ‘. . q yf-
FR%W.Rodmm, « Mo% 6"‘::‘9,,3
¢
SUBJECT: Plan for Colombia and Peru Trade Agreements in Congress Cg @‘:;; }
You asked for a plan to help ratify the Colombia and Peru trade agreements. Before we ?; |
start working on Congress, we recommend you write USTR offering to help during the ftf"w l
ratification process (Tab A). 6':: s
T

o USTR should know we want to help, and give us the cue on when to weigh in.

e As with CAFTA, our role should be to help explain the national security arguments,
" and how these countries should be seen as part of a friendly strategic system.

The agreements will have to be ratified separately.

~9
e Peru: Agreement signed, GOP claims its Congress will ratify in June. However, with
presidential elections in Junc this seems unlikely, USTR plans to get Peru’s FTA to <
our Congress before the summer recess (and befom Toledo leaves office). _?
&
s

e Colombia. Almost there, but unfortunately not quite. Some discrepancies remain in
the final texts of the agriculture chapter. Colombia’s Ambessador Pastrana indicates
that a quick reconciliation of the agricultural chapter will ease critics' suspicions.

— The difficulties have strengthened the hand of the opposition in the GOC. Uribe’s
opponents in the election claim that the U.S. and GOC negotiators are hiding
provisions deep within the agriculture text.

s Ambassador Pastrana urged DASD Pardo-Maurer to have DoD weighrin with USTR

to quickly move on the Colombia FTA as the best way to manage Chavez' efforts to

destroy the Community of Andean Nations (CAN). Since then, senior USTR and B

GOC officials have met to review differences, after lower-level efforts to reconcile

the texts were not successful, s
4
(@)
o

s There is little chance Congress will approve Colombia’s FTA before the end of the
year. After verification USTR must provide 90—day notification to Congress in

i e | I
lll|||]!ll|l“ll




FOVO-

advance of signing. Once signed the FTA must undergo a 45-t0-90 days of
International Trade Commission review.

We propose the following immediate action:
e Letter to USTR offering to help move the trade agreements through Congress.
Then, when appropriate we could take these steps:

o As Congress considers each FTA approval, invite the Colombian and Peruvian MODs
to Washington as part of a broader campaign focused on regional stability and
prosperity, not trade alone,

Host a reception for key members of Congress as you did for the CAFTA-DR.

* Write an Op-ed on security implications of FTAs.

In coordination with USTR, communicate with select members of Congress.
Provide senior DoD officials specific Talking Points on FTA’s security links.

If necessary make phone calls during the vote arguing for the agreements’ approval.
RECOMMENDATIONS:

e SecDef signs letter to USTR.

Agree / Disagree/ ___ Other

o SecDef approves next steps.

Agree/ Disagree / Other
COORDINATION: Tab B

Attachment: USTR Letter
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You asked for a plan to help ratify the Colombia and Peru trade agreements. Before we ?l |
start working on Congress, we recommend you write USTR offering to help during the gﬁ""w l
ratification process (Tab A). 5”“ ,51'4 '

¢ USTR should know we want to help, and give us the cue on when to weigh in. E

¢ As with CAFTA, our role should be to help explain the national security arguments,
" and how these countries shonld be seen as part of a friendly strategic system.

The agreements will have to be ratified separately.
o Peru: Agreement signed, GOP claims its Congress will ratify in June, However, with

presidential elections in Junc this seems unlikely. USTR plans to get Peru’s FTA to
our Congress before the summer recess (and before Toledo lcaves office).
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o Colombia. Almost there, but unfortunately not quite. Some discrepancies remain in
the final texts of the agriculture chapter. Colombia’s Ambassador Pastrana indicates
that a quick reconciliation of the agricultural chapter will case critics' suspicions.

~ The difficulties have strengthened the hand of the opposition in the GOC. Uribe’s
opponents in the election claim that the U.S. and GOC negotiators are hiding
provisions deep within the agriculture text.

o Ambassador Pastrana urged DASD Pardo-Maurer to have DoD weigh-in with USTR

to quickly move on the Colombia FTA as the best way to manage Chavez’ efforts to

destroy the Community of Andean Nations (CAN). Since then, senior USTR and B

GOC officials have met to review differences, after lower-level efforts to reconcile

the texts were not successful. 3
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e There i3 little chance Congress will approve Colombia’s FTA before the end of the
year After verification USTR must provide 90-day notification to Congtass in
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advance of signing. Once signed the FTA must undergo a 45-t0-90 days of
International Trade Commission review.

We propose the following immediate action:

Letter to USTR offering to help move the trade agreements through Congress.

Then, when appropriate we could take these steps:

¢ © & ¢ ¢

As Congress considers each FTA approval, invite the Colombian and Peruvian MODs
to Washington as part of a broader campaign focused on regional stability and
prosperity, not trade alone.

Host a reception for key members of Congress as you did for the CAFTA-DR.

" Write an Op-ed on security implications of FTAs.

In coordination with USTR, communicate with select members of Congress.
Provide senior DoD officials specific Talking Points on FTA’s security links.
If necessary make phone calls during the vote arguing for the agreements’ approval,

RECOMMENDATIONS:

SecDef signs letter to USTR.

Agree / Disagree / Other
o SecDef approves next steps.
Agree/ Disagree / Other

COORDINATION: TabB

Attachment: USTR Letter
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