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His ExceJJency 

THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
1000 DEFENSE PENTAGON 

WASHINGTON, DC 20301-1000 

Jorge Alberto Uribe Echavarria 
Minister of National Defense of the Republic of Colombia 
Bogota, Colombia 

Dear Mr. Minister: 

MAR t 2 3XJ4 

I understand the conference on Plan Patriota at Key West on January 22-23 
was a success. I am told this is directly attn'butable to your participation. 

We are encouraged by Colombia's exceptional progress in defeating 
terrorists, asserting effective sovereignty over all its territory and bringing basic 
security to all Colombians. President Uribc's "Democratic Security" Strategy is 
delivering impressive results. 

Last August I had the pleasure of visiting your country and meeting with 
President Uribe and his national security team. I would be honored if you would 
accept an invitation to visit us in Washington, D.C. 

Sincerely, 
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Drafter' • Name : j(b)(S) I COLOMBIA AO 
Office/Phone CIJ P~S, 703-697-3186 

Relea•er'• Info: DONALD ROMSPBLD 

Action Pree ROUTIBB 

FrOIII: 
To: 

Info Pree ROUTIHB 
Specat 

SBCDBP WASHIJJGTOH DC// 
ANBMBASSY BOGOTA CO 

Info: SBCDBF WASHINGTON DC//OUSDP ADMIN// 
SBCDBP WASHINGTON DC//OUSDP/SOLIC/O!I// 
SBCDBP WASHINGTON DC//CHAIRS// 
SBCSTATB WASHINGTON DC// 

TBXT FOLLOWS 

UlfCLASSIFIBD 

s•JBJBCT: LBTTBR PROM SBCRBTARY OF DBPBNSB DOHALD RUMSFBLD TO 
MINISTBR BCHAVARRIA 

QOOTB 

HIS BXCBLLBJICY 
Jr)RGB ALBBR'l':l URIBB BCHAVARRfA 
MCNISTBR OF NATIONAL DBPBNSB OF THB RBPUBLIC OP COLOMBIA 
BOCJOT1, COLOMBIA 

DBAR MR. MIRISTBR: 

I URJ)BRSTAND '1'RB COIIFBRDCB OIi PI.AB PATRIOTA AT 1CBY WBST OR 
JANUARY 22-23 WAS A SUCCBSS. I AM TOLD TRIS IS DIRBCTLY 
ATTRIBtJTABLB TO YOUR PARTICIPATION. 

1fB ARB BlfCOlJRAOBD BY COLOMBIA'S BXCBPTIOHAL PROGRBSS IN DD'D.TIHG 
TBRRORISTS, ASSBRTDIG BPPBCTIVB SOVEREIGNTY OVBR ALL ITS TBRRITORY 
AND BRINOIN<J BASIC SECURITY TO ALL COLOMBIANS, PRBSIDBN'I' URIBB 1 S 
"DBNOCRATIC SBCURITY• STRATEGY IS DELIVBRING IMPRBSSIVB RBSULTS. 

LAST AUGUST, I HAD THI PLBASURB OP VISITING YOUR COUNTRY AND 
MJlBTIBCJ WITH PRBSIDBNT URIBE AND HIS l'IATIONAL SBCURITY TEAM. 
I WOULD BB HOHORBD IP YOU WOULD ACCBPT AN INVITATION TO VISIT tJS IN 
WASHDGTOB D,C, 

S:NCBRBLY, 
DONALD B. RUMSPBLD 
SBCRBTARY OP DBPBNSB 

mm QUOTE 
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AMBMBASSY BOGOTA CO 

Info: SBCDEF WASHINGTON DC//OUSDP ADMIN// 
SECDBF WASHINGTON DC//OUSDP/SOLIC/CN// 
SECDBF WASHINGTON DC//C'BAIRS// 
SBCSTATB WASHINGTON DC// 

susrcc-,-, 
UUC-..ASSIFIED • 

TBXT FOLLOWS 

HIS BXCBLLENCY 
JORGB ALBBRTO UR.IBB BCHAVARRfA 
MIJHSTBR OF NATIONAL DEFENSE OP THE REPUBLIC OP COLOMBIA 
BOGOTA, COLOMBIA 

OBJ~ MR. MDIISTBR: 

I lJNDBRSTAND THB CONFBRBNCB ON PLAN PATRIOTA AT KEY WEST ON 
JAlruARY 22-23 WAS A SUCCESS. I AM TOLD THIS IS DIRECTLY 
AT::'RIBUTABLB TO YOUR PARTICIPATION. 

PAGB 01 of 02 

WB ARB ENCOURAGED BY COLOMBIA'S BXCBPTIONAL PROGRESS IN DEFEATING 
TBURORISTS, ASSBRTDIG BFFBCTIVB SOVERBIGNTY OVBR ALL ITS TBRRITORY 
Alm BRINGING BASIC SECURITY TO ALL COLOMBIANS. PRESIDENT URIBB'S 
"Dl~MOCRATIC SECURITY" STRATEGY IS DELIVERING IMPRBSSIVB RESULTS. 

LAST AUGUST, I HAD THB PLBASURB OF VISITING YOUR COUUTRY AND 
MEETING WITH PRBSIDBNT URIBE AND HIS NATIONAL SBCURITY TBAM. 
I WOULD BB HOHORED IF YOU WOULD ACCEPT AN INVITATION TO VISIT US IN 
WASHINGTON D. C. 

SitlCBRBLY, 
D0t1ALD H. RUMSPBLD 
SBCRBTARY OF DBPBHSB 
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DTG: 051148Z Flra 04 

Drafter's Na~ l(b)(8) ! COLOMBIA AO 
<>=Hee/Phone: CN P.s, 703-697-3186 

Rel,,aser' a Inf,:, DONALD RUMSFBLD 

Action Pree ROUTntE 
Info Pree ROUTINE 

Speeai: 

Fron:: SECDBF WASHINGTON DC// 
Tc>: AMBMBASB'.l BOGOTA CO 

Infc>: SECDEF WASHINGTON DC/ /OUSDP ADMIN/ / 
SECDEF WASHINGTON DC//OUSDP/SOLIC/CN// 
SECDEF WASHINGTON DC//r::HAIRS// 

TEXT FOLLOWS 

UNCI.AS 

HIS FJCCELLENCY 
JORCF. ALBERTO URIBE BCHAVARRfA 

·,' 

MINl STBR OP NA'l'IONAL DEFENSE OF TIIB REPUBLIC OF COLOMBIA 
BOGC•TA, COLOMBJA ' 

DEM MR. MINISTER: 

I UKDBRSTAND THE CONFBRENCB ON PLAN PATRIOTA AT KEY NEST ON 
JANt:J!.RY 22-23, ~004 WAS A SUCCESS. I AM TOLD THIS IS DIRECTLY 
ATTRIBUTABLE TCI YOUR PARTICIPATION. 

PAGE 01 of 01 

WE ARB ENCOURAGED BY COLOMBIA'S EXCEPTIONAL PROGRESS IN DEFEATING 
TERRCRISTS, ASSERTING EFFECTIVE SOVEREIGNTY OVER ALL ITS TERRITORY 
AND BRINGING BJI.S IC SECURITY TO ALG COLOMBIANS. PRESIDENT URIBE Is 
"DEMOCRATIC SBCtlUTY" STRATEGY l.S DELIVERING IMPRESSIVE RESULTS. 

I 

LAST AUGUST, I HAD THB PLEASuj(E OF VISITING YOUR COUNTRY AND 
MEETING WITH PRESIDENT URIB&'AND HIS NATIONAL SECURITY TEAM. 
I WOULD BB HONCRBD IF YOU l:f()ULD ACCEPT AN INVITATION TO VISIT US IN 
WASHINGTON D.C. / 

.·, 
SINCERELY I • i 
DONALD H. RUMSFELD . J' 
SECRETARY OF DEFENSE.;' 

;/ 

.t 

UNCLASSIFIED 

.. ' .. 



'I..' .. , # 

.1 · l ~. ... , :, 
\ I 

.... -
i. j: ~·1 

~li'.rVlt'~ 

~ "I 

ACTION MEMO 

Ah__A)\t\ 
USD(P)~ 

E. f- e1.e, 
1-04/001009-P&S 

(i,, 

~ OM: Thomas W. O'Connell, Assistant Secretary of Defense (SO/LIC) 1(6xij I 

~

: SECRETARY OF DEFENSE . DepSecDef Action 

~ BJECT: U.S./Colornbia Counter-Narcoterrorism (CNT) Seminar (U) JAN 2 8 aJ04 
/ 

/ ist GEN James Hill and I conducted the joint U.SJColombia CNT Seminar, 
January 22-23, 2004, at Joint Interagency Task Force-South Headquarters in Key 
West, Florida. 

• Goal of the conference was to improve coordination between the U.S. and 
Colombian efforts in the war against narcoterrorists. 

iS,- Attendees included: 

• Peter W. Rodman, ASD(ISA); John P. Walters, Director, Office of National 
Drug Control Policy; senior leadership from Department of Homeland 
Security, Joint Staff, Department of Justice, Department of State, and the 
intelligence community. 

• The new Colombian Minister of Defense, Jorge Alberto Uribe Echavarria; 
the two Colombian Vice Ministers of Defense; the Colombian Armed Forces 
Commander, General Ospina; and all the Colombian service chiefs. 

-tBr, Seminar highlights include: 

• Minister Uribe and his delegation briefed U.S. attendees on current and 
future Colombian CNT efforts emphasizing Plan Patriota - the Colombian 
offensive operation to establish sovereignty in narco-terrorist controlled 
areas. 

• USSOUTHCOM presented its draft plan to surge 
l(b)(1 ).1.4(c).1.4(d) I 

and operations against the flow of drugs from the north coast of Colombia. 

(U) Minister Uribe was very impressive, and ASD(ISA) Rodman recommends 
inviting him to Washington. A letter for your signature is at Tab A. 

RECOMMENDATION: Sign letter at Tab A 

COORDINATION: Tab B 

Attuchments: As stated 

Prepared by: CDRl(b)(i) I SOLIC'°'~ 

Clus1tied by: Robert J, Newberry, Ac:11111 DASD(CN) 
Reat.o,. 1.4 (1) (b) 
Da:la.,11fyon: 27 Jan 2014 
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.l,,J ~ AcnONMEMO 

TO: AAY OP DBFENSB DepSecDcf Acliaa7==------. 

FROM: Thomas w. O'Connell, Assistant Secretary of Defense (SOILIC) rx: I 
SUB.JEOI': U.S./Colombia Countcr-Nan:o1erlmism (CNT) Seminar (U) ::M z 8 dDI 

-ES}- OEN J11JDC1 Hill and I conducted 1bc joint U.S.IColombia CNT Serniner, 
Januuy 22-23, 2004, at Joint lntcrapncy Tat Fon,e.South Headquartm in Key 
West.Florida. 

• Goal of the confcnmce was to impow coordination between the U.S. ad 
Colombia eft"ortl in the war against mn:otmroriltl. 

~ Attendeel included: 

• Peter W. ltodma, ASD(ISA); John P. WaJten, Din,ctar, Office ofNational 
Drug Control Policy, senior tcadmhip from Department of Home1and 
Security, Joint Staff', Department of Justice, Department of State. ad the 
intcDigence community. 

• The new Colombian Minister of Defense, Jmp Albat.o Un"be Bchavmia; 
the two Colombian Vice Ministers ofDefeme; the Colombia Anned Forcea 
Commander, General Ospina; and all the Colombian la'Vice cldefi. 

~ Seminar hipliglda include: 

• Minister Unbe and bit delegation briefed U.S. attcndeel on cummt 111c1 
future Colombia. CNT efforts eq,buiziaa Plan Patriota-the Colombila 
ofl'enaive operation to atablilh aovereipty ia namo-tenarilt controlled 
llal. 

• USSOUTHCOM paented its draft plan to MPl(b)(i), i .4(c). i .4(d) I 
and operationa apinlt the flow of dJup from the north coat of Colombia. 

(U) MinistcrUnuo WU very imprellive, and ASD(ISA) ~ ~ 
iDvitina him to Wublnaton- A letter for your signature is A. 

RECOMMENDATION: Sip Jetter at Tab A 

COORDINATION: Tab B 
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