THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
1000 DEFENSE PENTAGON
WASHINGTON, DC 20301-1000

His Excellency

Jorge Alberto Uribe Echavarria

Minister of National Defense of the Republic of Colombia
Bogota, Colombia

Dear Mr. Minister:

I understand the conference on Plan Patriota at Key West on January 22-23
was a success. 1 am told this is directly attributable to your participation.

We are encouraged by Colombia’s exceptional progress in defeating
terrorists, asserting effective sovereignty over all its territory and bringing basic
security to all Colombians. President Uribe’s “Democratic Security” Strategy is
delivering impressive results.

Last August I had the pleasure of visiting your country and meeting with
President Uribe and his national security team. I would be honored if you would
accept an invitation to visit us in Washington, D.C.

Sincerely,
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SUBJECT: LETTER FROM SECRETARY OF DEFENSE DONALD RUMSFELD TO
MINISTER ECHAVARRIA

QJOTE

HIS EXCELLENCY
JORGE ALBERTO URIBE ECHAVARRIA
MINISTBR OF NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE REPUBLIC OF COLOMBIA

BOGOTA, COLOMBIA
DEAR MR. MINISTER:

I UNDERSTAND THE CONFERENCE ON PLAN PATRIOTA AT KEY WEST ON
JANUARY 22-23 WAS A SUCCESS. I AM TOLD THIS IS DIRECTLY
ATTRIBUTABLE TO YOUR PARTICIPATION.

WE ARE ENCOURAGED BY COLOMBIA'S EXCEPTIONAL PROGRESS IN DEFBATING
TERRORISTS, ASSERTING EFFECTIVE SOVEREIGNTY OVER ALL IT8 TERRITORY
AND BRINGING BASIC SECURITY TO ALL COLOMBIANS. PRESIDENT URIBE'S
*DENOCRATIC SECURITY" STRATEGY I8 DELIVERING IMPRESSIVE RESULTS.

LAST AUGUST, I HAD THE PLEBASURE OF VISITING YOUR COUNTRY AND

MERETING WITH PRESIDENT URIBE AND HIS NATIONAL SECURITY TEAM.
I WOULD BE HONORED IF YOU WOULD ACCEPT AN INVITATION TO VISIT US IN

WASHINGTON D.C.

8. NCERELY,

DONALD H. RUMSFELD
SECRRTARY OF DEFENSE

END QUOTE
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JORGE ALBERTO URIBE RCHAVARREIA

MINISTER OF NATIONAL DEFPENSE OF THE REPUBLIC OF COLOMBIA

BOGOTA, COLOMSIA

DEAR MR. MINISTER:

I UNDERSTAND THE CONFERENCE ON PLAN PATRIOTA AT KEY WEST ON
JANUARY 22-23 WAS A SUCCESS.

-3186

I AM TOLD THIS IS DIRECTLY

ATTRIBUTABLE TO YOUR PARTICIPATION.

WE ARE ENCOURAGED BY COLOMBIA'S EXCEPTIONAL PROGRESS IN DEFEATING

PAGE 01 of 02

TERRORISTS, ASSERTING EFFECTIVE SOVERBIGNTY OVER ALL ITS TERRITORY

AND BRINGING BASIC SECURITY TO ALL COLOMBIANS.
*DEMOCRATIC SECURITY" STRATEGY IS DELIVERING IMPRESSIVE RBSULTS.

LAST AUGUSBT, I HAD THE PLEASURE OF VISITING YOUR COUNTRY AND
MEETING WITH PRESIDENT URIBE AND HIS NATIONAL SECURITY TEAM.

PRESIDENT URIBE'S

I WOULD BE HONORED IF YOU WOULD ACCEPT AN INVITATION TO VISIT US IN

WASHINGTON D.C.

SINCERELY,

DONALD H. RUMSFELD
SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
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HIS EXCELLENCY

TEXT FOLLOWS

JORCE ALBERTO URIBE ECHAVARRIA

MINISTER OF NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE REPUBLIC OF COLOMBIA

BOGCTA, COLOMBIA

DEAR MR. MINISTER:

I UNDERSTAND THE CONFERENCE ON PLAN PATRIOTA AT KEY WEST ON
JANUARY 22-23, 2004 WAS A SUCCESS.

’

ATTRIBUTABLE TO YOUR PARTICIPATION.

WE ARE ENCOURAGED BY COLOMBIA'S EXCEPTIONAL PROGRESS IN DEFEATING

I AM TOLD THIS IS DIRECTLY

PAGE 01 of 01

TERRCRISTS, ASSERTING EFFECTIVE SQVEREIGNTY OVER ALL ITS TERRITORY

AND BRINGING BAEIC SECURITY TO ALL COLOMBIANS.
"DEMOCRATIC SECURITY" STRATEGY 1§ DELIVERING IMPRESSIVE RESULTS.

’
LAST AUGUST, I HAD THE PLEASUiE OF VISITING YOUR COUNTRY AND
MEETING WITH PRESIDENT URIBE'AND HIS NATIONAL SECURITY TEAM.

PRESIDENT URIBE'S

I WOULD BE HONCRED IF YOU WOULD ACCEPT AN INVITATION TO VISIT US IN

WASHINGTON D.C.

SINCERELY,

DONALD H. RUMSFELD
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)2 SECRETARY OF DEFENSE . DepSecDef Action

) FROM: Thomas W. O’Connell, Assistant Secretary of Defense (SO/LIC)

n\Y SUBJECT: U.S./Colombia Counter-Narcoterrorism (CNT) Seminar (U)
/
4 <8y GEN James Hill and I conducted the joint U.S./Colombia CNT Seminar,
January 22-23, 2004, at Joint Interagency Task Force-South Headquarters in Key
West, Florida.

JAN

e Goal of the conference was to improve coordination between the U.S. and
Colombian efforts in the war against narcoterrorists.

€S> Attendees included:

o Peter W. Rodman, ASD(ISA); John P. Walters, Director, Office of National
Drug Control Policy; senior leadership from Department of Homeland
Security, Joint Staff, Department of Justice, Department of State, and the
intelligence community.

e The new Colombian Minister of Defense, Jorge Alberto Uribe Echavarria;
the two Colombian Vice Ministers of Defense; the Colombian Armed Forces
Commander, General Ospina; and all the Colombian service chiefs.

€5} Seminar highlights include:

e Minister Uribe and his delegation briefed U.S. attendees on current and
future Colombian CNT efforts emphasizing Plan Patriota — the Colombian
offensive operation to establish sovereignty in narco-terrorist controlled
areas.

o USSOUTHCOM presented its draft plan to surge
and operations against the flow of drugs from the north coast of Colombia.

I(b)(1).1.4(c).1.4(d)

(U) Minister Uribe was very impressive, and ASD(ISA) Rodman recommends
inviting him to Washington. A letter for your signature is at Tab A.

RECOMMENDATION: Sign letter at Tab A

COORDINATION: TabB SPLASSISTANT DIRTA | &),
Attuchments: As stated MA BUCT! 'Ciu_-
Prepared by: coal(bxf’ soLicron[BX8) ] EXECSEC MARRIOTY 3

Classified by: Robert J. Newberry, Achng DASD(CN)
Reaso1. 1.4 () (D)
Declassify on: 27 Jan 2014
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TO: ARY or DEFENSE DepSecDef Action____
FROM: Thomas W. O"Connell, Assistant Secretary of Defense (SO/LIC) l‘ " :
SUBJECT: U.S./Colonibia Counter-Narcoterrorism (CNT) Seminar (U)

£5) GEN James Hill and I conducted the joint U.S./Colombia CNT Seminar,

January 22-23, 2004, at Joint Interagency Task Force-South Headquarters in Key
West, Florida.

¢ Goal of the conference was to improve coordination between the U.S. and
Colombian efforts in the war against narcoterrorists.

«8)- Attendees included:

e Peter W. Rodman, ASD(ISA); John P. Walters, Director, Office of National
Drug Control Policy; senior leadership from Department of Homeland
Security, Joint Staff, Department of Justice, Department of State, and the

intelligence community.

¢ The new Colombian Minister of Defense, Jorge Alberto Uribe Echavarria;
the two Colombian Vice Ministers of Defense; the Colombian Armed Forces
Commander, General Ospina; and all the Colombian service chiefs.

45) Seminar highlights include:
¢ Minister Uribe and his delegation briefed U.S. sttendees on current and
future Colombian CNT efforts emphasizing Plan Patriota — the Colombian
offensive operation to establish sovereignty in narco-terrorist controlled
areas.

¢ USSOUTHCOM presented its draft plan to su I(bxm HOTAD
and operations against the flow of drugs from the north coast of Colombia.

(U) Minister Uribe was very impressive, and ASD(ISA) Rodman recomr
inviting him to Washington. A letter for your signature is .

RECOMMENDATION: Sign letter st Tab A
COORDINATION: TabB

Auschments: As stated
ppant B con PR s PR
a

. Robert J. Newbery, Acting DASD(CN)
Remomn: 14 (2) B)
27 ha 2014
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