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MEMORANDUM FOR SECRETARY OF DEFENSE .. 

FROM: Peter W. Rodman. Assistant Secretary of Defense (IS~lfrt MAR 2 2 2006 

SUBJECT: Suggestions on Venezuela/Charges of Conuption ,{ 

~ You asked about ways to expose Venezuelan corruption and Cuban black marketing. 

~ We agree that corruption is Chavez's Achilles Heel Specifically, there is substantial 
evidence of corruption by Vice President Rangel, Chavez's closest confidant and the 
most feared member of bis inner circle. 

~ The Cubans have long employed black marketing as a way to purchase scarce goods 
and to supplement their meager income. Recently, Castro has cracked down by replacing 
gas attendants, retail store and bank clerks with loyal Communist Youth Party members. 

-{St State created a Public Diplomacy (PD) Task Force (Tab A) to implement the Western 
Hemisphere Public Outreach strategy approved at the February 7. 2006 Venezuela PC. 

o ~This group will create and implement PD activities designed to seize the 
information initiative, and exploit such issues as the ones MoD Ospina 
mentioned. 

o ~ We will explore using Peruvian, Brazilian, and other regi()nal media to 
deliver the message. 

-{SrThe Interagency Venezuela Illicit Finance Oroup has targeted eleven VeDC'ZUClans for 
possible illegal activity associated with corruption. Omently there are no pending 
criminal charges or requests for extradition. 

o ~The group will continue to collect information and consider next step 
options that may lead to criminal charges against COff'UPl Venezuelans. 

o ~ We will ask the PD Task Force to coordinate with the Illicit Finance Group 
to fmd ways to expose corruption without hindering ongoing investigations. 

(U) We will keep you informed on these initiatives. 

Coordination: Tab B 
Pn,puocl by: LTC Unwood Ham. ISNWHA. 697-9301 
Cluaified by: Multiple aoun::cs Declassify on: IS Mar 201S 
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TO: Eric Edelman 

.FR.OM: Oonild R.umsfeld ~L·-
· SUBJECT: Suggestions on Venezuela 

W\.tfl, \ .fo«.. Ac-nol\J 

Felwuarf. 21, 288' . 

:c ... ~7002580. 
i;:'S-5218 

. You ought to think through the po• made by tho MoD of Colombia about how 

we could use: 

1. Conuption against the Venezuelan government 

2. The fact that there are a ~t many people in Cuba who operate m the 

black market. 

: There must be some way to uae thote in a way that helps the people of 

Venauela understand what is really happening. 

• 

You allO ought to look into the point he made about getting extradition requests 

from the US to deal with Venezuelan military people and others who have 

· disobeyed the law. He said to c_heck widl the Justice _Department to find out w1iat· 

they have pending, became it mates tbe people feirfuI and behave better. He 
thinks using the international legal system is the best way to go at Venezuela. 

1banb." 

DllllA 
Omo6-2'J 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Plttase Rapond By 03/23/06 
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· February 28, 2I06 

TO:·. Bric Bdelman fS-s~g~ 
. ·o~·~ f/06 -$ I 

FROM: Donald Rumsfeld ';#~. 

SUBJECT: Charges ·of Conuption 

Please don't foqet that the MoD of Colombia 111ggested that we feed any charges 

of conuption through the B~ and Peruvian press. 

Thanb. 

DHlt.A· 
02:?l06-31 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
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. NAT,IONAL-SECU~ITY C:OUNCIL 

WASHINGTON, D.C, ZOIIOt 

SgnmarY·Of Concluaiom ·for · · 
Meeting of the HSC Principal• coaaittee 

.. DA'l'Br Pebruaxy 7, 2006 
LOCATIClf: White Houae Situation· ROOII 

PB.IS 

- --·-·--··:- ··--- ·,1M11 3 alO - 4;15 .m. · · '. ·. 
-· ···- ... -----·---··- -··-· p ----··-~ . . -··--------

$UBJBCT: SWIIIDU'Y of Conclusions of PJ:inc:ipaie Coalldtt~ Neeti~-~ 
· on Western Rem.t.apbere strategy ~ 

,,: .PARTICIPANTS: 

Chair 
Steve ijadley 

OVP . 
Jobn xannah. 

State 
Robe~ zoellick 
Thomas Shannon 

TreallUJ:X 
Rober1: kililai t t 
Nanc:r Lee 

Defenae - (SVTB) 
secretary Donald Rumsfeld 

. Bi:ier Bdelman · 

.:niatice 
Albe%to aonul .. 

commerce 
Secretary Carlo• outierrez 

·Bnem 
secretary· Sam _Bodman 

Chief of Staff 
Andrew.card 

. -eeifP!IJBlfr!Af, 
-Claa•i!.ied by: V. ·Phillip _Lago 
Reason: 1,4 (b) (d) . . 
Declaeaify on.: 2/8/16 

0MB 
Rob Goldberg · 

USTR 
Rob Portman 

IJNI 
Aiii' John.Negroponte 
John Maher 

WH Counael 
Harriet Mier• 

NSC/NB£ . 
Faryar Shirz&!1 

JCS - CSVTS DOD'Sit;e) 
Giii Peter Pace 
COL Scott Denni• 

MCC . 
John J_ Danilovich 

White House 
J .D. · Crouch II 

NSC 
Dan Pi•k · 
Mike Kozak 
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. · Sw.nary of Conclualona· 
' 

· It vaa agreed t:hat: 

• our -~rategy and policy iq,l~tation, including .our public 
diplomacy meaeagee, ehould focus on linking ~mocracy and . 
devel()pfflent, developing •trategic; partners, keeping · a focua on 

- -· . ·····--. actbievin;iJ.c.e~~~ .:in Colombia, . and keeping the momentum on the . . · 
...... . . . .. .trade. ag _ . ·--'-J;nc~~ft£1,r1ngtn,g eAPTA inte effec,t and __ -·-· ___ ··- ..... __ 

. pursuing a larger regi'oruil:· 1ntigration l.llitiative ~- . ..., .... · · . - . : . - ··-··· 
. . 

• The Action Plana 8\lbmitted ·to the PC are approved, .namely,· 
• . The western Hemisphere ·onocracy and Bconomic Developrent 

Action Plan, 
• The Multilateral· Strategy for the We•tern HemispheTe1 ·· · 
• The western Hemiaphere Near-Term .Bnergy .Action Plan1 
• The Public outreach Strategy for the Western Hemisphere, and 
• Strategi_c Partnerahip•: GUidanc::e on .Objective•,· Principlea, . · 

and Next Steps.: -tet · · . · · · : . 

• The Western Hendaphere and Transnational Economic· Policy ·.PCC•, 
in ~ftl)lementing these action plans are to, · 
• Bnaure that exchange programa and military-to-military 

programs are appropriately a~eaaed in the. relevan~ action. 
plan implementation; 

• Develop_ indicators for maaauring · F.ogrese in achieving our 
policy objective•, . . 

• Take the atepa neceeaary to more effectively convey our··. 
public diplomacy 118liisagea throughout the hemisphere, .· 
including through the fo~tlon of. an interagency ta•k force. 
specifically ta~ked with developing ..... 9 •• , infoZ11ation, 
and material• and-the meana for tranami••ion to relevant 
recipient• throughout .. t~ hemisphere; and . 

• Develop a re~articulation. of our hemispheric policy. uaing 
the NSC~drafted •Opportunity Partnership of the Anlaricaa• •• 
the framework for a bold .and aggre•sive effort ·to convey the 

.larger message, in terms understandable to the average . · 
per•on, that it ia democracy·and free·market• that be•t 
address their-concerns ot joba/economic opportunity, . 
security, and good government. ~ . '. 

• .The Ne•t~·Hemisphereand Transnational BcOnotnic·Policy Pees 
are tasked w~th overseeing, on a weekly basis, the proective 
implementation of theae action plans and the additional PC . 
taa;dnga alid with reporting monthly on· implementation atatua 
to· the Deputies~ (Aation1· State an.cl RSC-lead., Tr••IIUl'J', l)OJ)~ 

Ju•tic.•, comaeroe, · brgy, tJS'l'R, MCC) -f'»-. ' 
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