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MEMORANDUM FOR SECRETARY OF DEFENSE ’

FROM: Peter W. Rodman, Assistant Secretary of Defense (ISA@m MAR 22 2006
SUBJECT: Suggestions on Venezuela/Charges of Corruption K
<€) You asked about ways to expose Venezuelan corruption and Cuban black marketing.

+5) We agree that corruption is Chavez’s Achilles Heel. Specifically, there is substantial
evidence of corruption by Vice President Rangel, Chavez’s closest confidant and the
most feared member of his inner circle.

€€) The Cubans have long employed black marketing as a way to purchase scarce goods
and to supplement their meager income. Recently, Castro has cracked down by replacing
gas attendants, retail store and bank clerks with loyal Communist Youth Party members.

£8) State created a Public Diplomacy (PD) Task Force (Tab A) to implement the Western
Hemisphere Public Outreach strategy approved at the February 7, 2006 Venezuela PC.

o {8y This group will create and implement PD activities designed to seize the
information initiative, and exploit such issues as the ones MoD Ospina
mentioned.

o (G)-We will explore using Peruvian, Brazilian, and other regional media to
deliver the message.

487 The Interagency Venezuela Illicit Finance Group has targeted eleven Venczuelans for
possible illegal activity associated with corruption. Currently there are no pendmg
criminal charges or requests for extradition.

o 45 The group will continue to collect information and consider next step
options that may lead to criminal charges against corrupt Venezuelans.

o S) We will ask the PD Task Force to coordinate with the Illicit Finance Group
to find ways to expose corruption without hindering ongoing investigations.

(U) We will keep you informed on these initiatives.

Coordination: Tab B " osD 75675-06
Prepared by: LTC Linwood Ham, ISA/WHA, 697-9301
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FROM:* Donldrumstels FA,
' SUBJECT: Suggestxons on Veuezuela

- There must be some way to use those in 8 way that helps the people of

_NHA-\ ,Fpg ActioN

o F&Wﬁgzg‘eé
: ' ] 4 -0e/002
TQ: Eric Edelman ‘ . ‘ I Es ?52.18

.You ought tothmkthroughthepomtsmadebytheMoDofColombmabmnhow

we eoulduse.

1. Conupuon against the Venezuelan govemmmt
2, The factthatthereareagreatnmnypeoplemCubawhooperatemme
black market.

Venezuela understand what is mlly happening.

You alsooughttolookmtodaepomthemde abcmtgettmg extradmmrequats

: ﬁ'omtheUStodealmtthnmlelanmumrypeoplemdothmwhohave _
~ disobeyed the law. He said to check with the Justice Department to find out what

they bave pending, because it makes the people fearful and behave better. He
thinks using the international legal system is the best way o go at Venezuela.

Thanks.

DHR ¢h
omos-n

Please Respond By 03/23/06

| CONFIDENTIAL 0SD_ 715'6.75-06




g Febrliary 28, 2006

TO: . . Eric Bdelman. ES- 5&89-

093806 -3
- FROM:  Donald Rumsfeld ?/{ : '
SUBJECT: Charges of Corruption
 Please don't forget that the MoD of Coloinbia suggested that we foéd any charges
of corruption through the Brazilian and Peruvian press. '
Thanks.

DHL&
021506-31

0SD 75675-08

01-03-06. 13:11 IN
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. £ ry-of Conclusions fox .
: Meetigg of the NSC Principals Committee
: DATE: Pebruary 7, 2006

LOC.A'rION White Houae situation Roon

——

s_ua.mc-r summary of Conclusions of principals COun:I.t:t.o& Meeting
- on wastern Heni-phore Strategy ‘-(-G) _ ) -
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o Sum'nagx' of Conclusions

It was agreod that:

. & our :t.ratogy and policy iuplementat:ion. mcluding our pnblic ’
diplomacy messages, should focus on linking democracy and -
’ development, developing strategic partners, keeping a focus on
e aah&sv_i%cus in Colombia, . and keeping the momentum on the
ct-!eot—utd__

-~ . ‘trade agends, ifi€ludify brivging CAFTA—inte— el
pursuing a lnrger regioml :I.ntegration iniciative. <@ - . -.. . ...

e The Action Plans submitted to the PC are approved, .namasly:
¢ .The Western Hemisphere Democracy and Bconomic Devalopunnt
Action Plan; ' . '
" The Multilateral Strategy for the Wucorn Hemisphere;
The Western Hemisphere Near-Term Energy Action Plan;
The Public Outreach Strategy for the Western Hemisphere; and
Strategic Partnerships: Guidance on Objectivo-, Princ:lplu, -
and Next Steps. +{€& = o o I

The Western Hemiaphere and 'rra.nsnationul Economic Policy Pcc:,

in implementing these action plans are to:

*» Ensure that exchange programs and military-to-mintary
programs are appropriately addressed :ln the relevant action

- plan implementation;

e Develop indicators for meaouring progreas in achieving our
policy objectives;

¢ Take the steps necessary to more etf.cctively convey our "
public diplomacy messages throughout the hemisphere, .
including through the formation of an interagency task force.
specifically tagked with developing messages, information,
and materials and the means for txansmission to relevant
recipients throughout the hemisphere; and

e Develop a re- -articulation. of our hemispheric poncy ugiug
the NSC-drafted “Opportunity Partnership of the Americas” as
the framwork for a bold and aggressive effort to convey the

‘. .larger message, in terms understandable to the average S

'~ person, that it is democracy and free markets that best

address their concerns of jobs/economic oppo:tunit:y,

security, and good government. -('e-)- .o . A

The Western Bem:laphcre and 'rranenational Economic' Policy PCC.
are tasked with overseeing, on a weekly basis, the proactive
implementation of these action plans and the additional PC
tasings and with reporting monthly on implementation status

" to the Deputiea. (Action: State and N8C-lead, Treasury, DOD,

Justice, Commerce, lnorgy USTR, MCC) <€)
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