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Dinner with Colombian
Ambassador to the US. HE -
Andres Pastrang -

July 31, 7:00 p.m.




INFO MEMO

FOR OSD PROTOCOL, Emily Vi \

FROM: Caryn Hollis, Pnndm& W

SUBJECT: SecDef Dinner with Colombian Ambassador to the United States FLE.
Andrés Pastrana (Phonetic: peh-STRAH-nah)

¢ SecDeflastmetwnhAmbasadorPasmdmngavmbyfomerMODOSpimm
28 February 2006.

. GenmlPaoeisscheduledforamuomeecaﬂwiﬂlAmbassadoerm _
Thursday, 3 August, 2006

Backgronnd

e With over 40 million people, Colombia is South America’s second largest country.
For the last 40 years it has confronted a deep seated insorgency fueled by illegal narcotics
trefficking. Colombia’s troubles are rooted in the limited government presence in large
areas of the interiar, a history of civil conflict and violence, and deep social inequities.

o U.S. policy supports the Colombian government’s efforts to defend and

*democratic institutions, promote respect for human rights and the rule of law, intensify

counter-narcotics efforts, foster socio-economic development, and address immediate
humanitarian needs. We are helping Colombia end the threat to its democracy posed by
narco-terrorism.

¢ Under President Uribe the security situation in Colombia has improved and the
economy, while still fragile, also shows some positive signs of growth. More remains to
be done however, to solve Colombia’s other serjous problems.

Ambassador Pastrana

¢ Former President Andres Pastrana was appointed Ambassador of Colombia to the
United States in October 2005 by President Alvaro Uribe. Ambassador Pastrana resigned
earlier this month when President Uribe’s nominated former President Samper as
Ambassador to France. A political rival of Pastrana, Samper's name remains
synomymous with political corruption. Samper was nearly impeached over allegations his
campaign - in which he narrowly defested Pastrana for the presidency in 1994 -
accepted $6 million in contributions from the Cali cartel. Ambassador Pastrana thought
Samper’s appointment was indefensible before our Congress and could have resulted in
less U.S. support for Colombia. In the public outcry after Pastrana’s resignation, Samper
was forced to decline the appointment.

e Ambassador Pastrana was President of Colombia from 1998 to 2002. Highlights of
his tenure as president included developing and launching a comprehensive program,
entitled Plan Colombia, to combat narco-trafficking, increase the presence of the State in
regions controlled by terrorist and drug trafficking organizations, advance peace talks
Prapered by: Jusn Cardenss, OSONEAMA, 703 871 2537



with the country’s two largest guerrilla organizations, and provide sound economic
stewardship. He improved bilateral relations with the United States, and increased
bipartisan Congressional support to $4 billion in U.S. military and development
assistance to address Colombia’s security problems. Afier leaving office Pastrana lived
in Spain. - :

® In 1988, at age 34, he became the first elected Mayor in Bogotd's history. During his
campaign for Mayor, Pastrana was kidnapped by the Medellin drug cartel and, after a
week in captivity, freed by police in a dramatic rescue.’

e Prior to entering public wﬁw,M.PMmumpeﬂdjannﬂhmdnm
director and anchorman of a daily nationwide news program, TV-Hoy (TV-Today).

¢ President Pastrana is the son of & former Colombian President, who govemed

Colombia from 1970 to 1974. He has a law degree from the University of El Rosario in
Bogotd, and was a fellow at the Center for International AfTairs at Harvard University. -
Ambessador Pastrana is married to Nohra Puyana dc Pastrana. They have three children.

Attachmenis:

TAB A: Bios Ambassador & Mrs. Pastrana
TAB B: Colombia at a Glance



Biography of H.E. Andr&hnrnn,AnbuudorofColoubhbﬂnUMSMu
of America .

Andrés Pastrana was appointed Ambassadar of Colombis to the United States in October
2005 by Presideat Alvaro Uribe, Thenppoiuunentmadmhisremmalommin
public service. ‘

Andrés Pastrana was elected President of the Republic of Colombia on June 21, 1998

with the largest vote in the country’s history, receiving over 6 million votes. Highlights of
his terure as president included developing snd lmmnching a comprehensive program,

mﬂdmm&lmqumwnmknﬁmwhmdhswh .

regions controlled by terrorist and drug trafficking organizations, advance peace talks
with the country’s two largest guemrills organizations and provide sound policy
stewardship during a decp economic recession which began shortly before he assumed
the presidency. He improved bilateral relations with the United States, securing bipartisan
support for $4 billion in U.S. military and development assistance to adiress Colombia’s

security problems.

President Pastrana's four-year ferm expired in August 2002, Since leaving offioc, he has

lived in Spain, attending a number of interational conferences and summits.

PrwdemPum:ﬂmmlweerhepnmﬂnedyl%thmhewumemm
the Bogotd city council. In 1988, at age 34, he became the first elected Mayor in Bogot's
history. During his campsign for Mayor, Pastrana was kidnapped by the Medeltin drug
cartel and, after a week in capitivity, freed by police in a dramstic rescue. As mayor, he
mprwedtbemysubools,lomedmmemel.ammddmmwm
neighborhoods, and established a network of drug abuse clinics.

In 1991, he created the New Democratic Force, an independent political group, and
launched a campeign for the Colombian Senate. The party made history by winning eight
independent seats, the Jargest number ever in the Senate. Pastrana scrved in the Senate
until 1993. The following year, his 1994 presidential campeign united the Conservative
Party and the New Democratic Force. The election was the closest contest in Colombian
history ~ he lost the national election in the second round by less than 1% of the vote,
Over the following four years, Mr. Pastrana worked as a consultant to the United Nations
as part of that institution’s Young Leadership Program, as.well as preparing for his return
tothepoliﬁulmmdhismeenﬁ:lmidenﬁdcampaigninlm

Prior to entering public service, Mr, Pastrana was a respected journalist as the founder of
8 political magazine, Guion, and news director and anchorman of a daily nationwide
news program, TV-Hoy (TV-Today). In the 1980°s, he won several prestigious awards
for his reporting, such as the Internationa! “Rey de Espafia” in Madrid (twice), and the
Journalism Award “Simén Bolivar” in Bogota.

Andrés Pastrana has also been member of the Executive Committee of the International
Union Local Authorities, President of the Latin American Chapter of this Union, Vice-
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+ Prasident: Alvarn Uribe Velez (Ang 02)

* A t0 U.8.: Carclina Burce lukeon (AugDs)
*Farcigs Minister: Masia C. Arauje (Aug 06)
*MOD: Camilo Ospine Berma! (Jaly 05)

« CHOIx GEN Carlos Ouplaa Ovalle (Nov 03)
» US AMB: William “Bili* Weed (Axg 03)

.g——sgs;‘n‘g
\ *US DATT: COL Roy Velex (Jan 06) &

MILITARY J
CICS Gen Froddy Padiila
*Army(188.400)  GEN Murio Meuteys
* Afr fowcs (11925)  Gem Edgar Lestnet Abad
» Navy [24.255) ADMN Mawricio Sele

Marioes (16,.369)* VADM Lokt Yanes *
Mirines form the majorhty %Dun-r.uw.lz-ik

.

Colombia at a Glance
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Swpport to Plan Colombia
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. Futare Spending Plans:
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« Next election- Mar 2010 Congressiona) « Comn Geaad Cacaves 2088
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\ B¢ inemgprated Ang 7 y. » Mokile eigades, FUDRA, 158 units, Comeado BN
equiipapeat inchedes amelt acns, cww served weapons asd
commmstication sqoipment ($31M)

Rocant Bveads * Riverios Rquipmant snd sustelnment (313 5M)

» President Urtbe Viak o U.S. Feb & Jun 06 « COLNAY C4l exmipment ($9.5M)

« Mod Oapine Vixit — Pab O6 _J —
Eﬂl&gxé%?a Pusce Kecping Cosperation 358 Obewvin in (Sial)
= CICS Paos 16 vislt 27-18 Sep 08




