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GENERAL HILL CDR OSSOUTHCOM SENDS PERSONAL POR HONORABLE DONALD 
RUM.'3FELD, SECDBF; INFO HONORABLE PAUL WOLFOKITZ, DBPSECOBF; GENERAL 
MYERS, CJCS; GENERAL PACB, VJCJS 

1. (e/BP) SIR, I ONDBRSTAND DBPO'l'Y SECRETARY WOLPONITZ WILL MEBT 
WITH PRESIDENT tJRIBB NEXT WBBIC DORING yOOR ABSENCE. AS YOO ARB 
AWARE, THERE HAS BBBN AN ONGOING RIFT, OFTBN PLAYBD OUT IR PUBLIC, 
AMONG THE COLOMBIAN LBADERSHIP, SPBCIPICALLY BB'1WBEN DBPBNSB MINISTER 
RAMIREZ AND GBNBRAL MORA, THB CHIBF OF DBFBRSB FORCBS. AMBASSADOR 
PATTBRSON SENT A CABLE RECOMMENDING SENIOR USG OFFICIALS TAICB 
ADV.IUffAGE OF URIBE' S VISIT TO ENCOURAGE HIM TO QUICKLY RBPLACE 
GENERAL MORA AND THE COMMANDERS OP THE ARMY AND AIR FORCE. I HAVE 
RBVIEWBD AMBASSADOR PATTERSON'S CABLE AND HAVE HAD MARY DISCUSSIONS 
WITB HER REGARDING THE SITUATION. WHILE THERE IS NO DOUBT THE RIFT 
IS REAL AND WILL NOT GET ANY BETTBR, I DO NOT AGRBE WITH THB "DIRE• 
PICTURE AMBASSADOR PATTERSON PAINTS IN THB CABLB. ALTHOUGH IT HAS 
BBBN A DISTRACTION, IT HAS HOT SIGNFICANTLY AFPBCTBD MILITARY 
OPERATIONS. MY SPECIAL OPERATIONS COMMAHDBR, BG BUTLER, WHO HAS BEEN 
IN COLOMBIA SINCE PBBRUARY WORICING VERY CLOSBLY WITH THB COLOMBIANS 
AND EMBASSY ON THE SEARCH AND RBSCOB OPERATIONS, ALSO DISAGRBBS WITH 
THE 1\MBASSADOR'S ASSBSSMENT AS DOES THE MILITARY GROUP COMMANDER. 

2. {e/lff) MORE IMPORTANTLY, I PBBL 1'B SHOULD STAY OUT OP THIS. IF 
FOUND PLAYING A ROLE IN EMBASSY PROPOSED CHANGES, WE LOSE CREDIBILITY 
WITH OOR COUNTERPARTS, AND RISK BEING BLAMED IF SOCCBSSORS DO NOT 
MBBT EXPECTATIONS. COLOMBIAN CIVIL MILITARY RBLATIONS IS SOMBTHING 
THAT PRESIDENT URIBE NBEDS TO WORK OUT HIMSELF. PRBSIDBNT URIBE 
UNDERSTANDS THAT THB ULTIMATB SOLUTION TO COLOMBIA'S cc»lFLICT MOST BB 
DEVISED, FOUGHT, AND WON BY COLOMBIANS. I AM OPTIMISTIC HB CAN TURN 
THE TIDB DORING HIS TENORE. WE NEBO TO PROVIDE HIM '1'HB PATIBNCB AND 
STEADY SUPPORT TO EXECUTE. 
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3. 1!)~ WB NBBD TO RRMEMBBR, PRBSIDBNT URIBE HAS ONLY BBBN IN 
OFFICB POR BIGHT MONTHS, AND TORHING THE GOVERNMENT PROM A 
CONCILIATORY POSTURE TO AN AGGRBSSIVELY FOCUSED ONB IS NOT AN EASY 
TASK. NBVBRTHELESS, SINCE HIS INAUGURATION, THE COLOMBIAN MILITARY 
HAS IN FACT MADE SUBSTANTIAL PROGRESS ON THE BATTLBFIBLD. THEY ARB 
OPERATING IN AND DISRUPTING THE PARC IN ARBAS THEY HAVE NOT BEBN IN 
FOR 10-15 YEARS. THEY ARB CONDUCTING COMPLEX OPERATIONS, 
EXPONENTIALLY BETTER THAN THBY HAVE EVER PREVIOUSLY RON. ALTHOUGH 
TREY HAVB NOT SUCCEEDED YET IN TAKING DOWN THE HEADS OF THE 
NARCOTERRORIST ORGANIZATIONS, THEY HAVB MADE GRBAT STRIDES IN THEIR 
JOINT PLANNING AND EXECOTION, AND THEY ARE GETTING BETTER WITH THB 
HELP OF SOUTHCOM TUTBLAGB AND TRAINING. THEY HAVE KILLBD OR CAPTURED 
SEVERAL MID-LEVEL FARC, AOC, AND BLN LBADBRS. IN SotmmRN COLOMBIA, 
WHERE THE U.S TRAINED COUNTERNARCOTICS BRIGADE OPERATES, A MAJOR PARC 
FRONT COMMANDER WAS KILLED, FARC OPERATIONS SIGNIFICANTLY DISRUPTBD 
TO THE POINT WHERE MORALE IS LOW AND DESERTIONS HIGH, AND COCAINE 
PRODUCTION OPERATIONS DISPLACED. THE COLOMBIAN MILITARY AND NATIONAL 
POLICE HAVE BEEN MORE AGGRESSIVE IN STEMMING THE HUMBER OF 
KICNAPPINGS, AND RESCUING A NUMBER OF KIDNAP VICTIMS, TO INCLUDE AN 
ARCHBISHOP AND THE DAUGHTER OP A PROMINBNT BUSINESSMAN. 
ADCITIONALLY, ERADICATION EFFORTS SHOWED MARXBD IMPROVEMENT IN 2002 
AS COCA CULTIVATION IN COLOMBIA WAS DOtlH BY 151. THE COLOMBIAN 
MILITARY IS DOING EVERYTHING WE HAVB ASJCBD THBM TO DO AND ARB 
GETTING BETTER AND MORB PROFICIENT. I KBBP REMINDING THE PERENNIAL 
CRITICS OF THE COLOMBIAN MILITARY OUR CNN MILITARY DID HOT BECOME THB 
TREMBRDOUS FORCE THAT WE ARB NOW OVBIUIIGHT. WB HAVE EVOLVED JOINTLY 
SINCB 1986 AT THE POINT OF A CONGRESSIONAL GUN, AND WB ARB NOT FULLY 
JOINT TODAY. 

4. tefHP) I CAUTION PATIENCE IN DEALING WITH PRBSIDENT URIBE AND 
HIS HANDLING OF THB MILITARY. WB MUST FOCUS ON OUR LONG-TERM 
INTERESTS. CONVINCING URIBE TO FIRB THBSB GENERALS WOULD NOT BB DI 
THI BEST INTBRBST POR THE LOBO-TERM PROPBSSIORALIZATION OP THE 
COLY.IL. INSTEAD, IT RIS11CS "POLITICIZING• THE MILITARY EVEN FtJRTHER, 
ANt· AN INTERPRETATION THAT THB REPLACBMBNTS ARB IN POSITION AT THE 
BEOUBST OF THB U.S. AND NOT URIBE. RAMIREZ WILL NOT BB ANY STRONGER, 
AS IT WILL COME ACROSS AS THB U.S. DOING HBR DIRTY WORK SINCE SHB 
CA!,"};OT. REMOVING THE GBNBRALS IMMEDIATELY WILL NOT CHANGE MUCH AT 
THE OPERATIONAL LEVBL IN THE SHORT TERM. INDICATIONS ARB MORA WILL 
RETIRE THIS SUMMER, WHICH WILL GIVB PRBSIDBNT URIBE A ROUTINE METHOD 
OF RESOLVING THB PROBLEM. THERE WILL NOT BB AH OPERATIONAL IMPACT BY 
ALLOWING PRESIDENT URIBE TO WORK THIS Otr1' HIMSBLP AND THE SITUATION 
TO RUN ITS COURSE. 

5 • (U) VERY RESPECTFULLY, TOM. 
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