UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
4000 DEFENSE PENTAGON
WASHINGTON, DC 20301-4000
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Ms. Nadhira Al-Khalili Esq.

Legal Counsel

Council on American-Islamic Relations
453 New Jersey Avenue, S.E.
Washington, DC 20003

Dear Ms. Al-Khalili,

Thank you for your letter to the Secretary of Defense conceming the alleged
harassment of a Muslim Soldier assigned to Fort Hood, TX. These matters are under my
purview as the Under Secretary of Defense for Personnel and Readiness, and I have been
asked to respond.

The Department thanks you for raising this issue and for your suggestions on
additional measures to raise force awareness. As part of the Fort Hood Follow-on
Review Task Force, the Department is conducting a detailed review of existing policies.
This review is being lead by the Assistant Secretary of Defense for Homeland Defénse
and American Security Affairs and will conclude later this year, I have forwarded a copy
of your letter to him for consideration during the review.

I have referred your letter to the Office of the Assistant Secretary of the Army for
Manpower and Reserve Affairs in separate correspondence and requested a thorough
review of the specific allegations raised at Fort Hood. Based on the results of the Army’s
review, we will determine appropriate corrective actions as necessary. You may follow
up on your concerns by contacting the investigating office at:

Office of the Assistance Secretary of the Army
for Manpower and Reserve Affairs

111 Army Pentagon, Room 2E460

Washington, DC 20310-0111
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I appreciate your interest in the fair treatment and welfare of the members of the
Armed Forces. Again, thank your concern and suggestions.

Sincerely,

Gl £ [

Clifford L. Stanley

cc:
ASD(HD&ASA)
ASA(M&RA)







OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
WASHINGTON, DC 20301-2400
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INTERNATIGNAL
STCURITY AFFAIRS

Reverend Canon Peg Chemberlin, President

National Council of Churches of Christ in the USA H

475 Riverside Drive, Suite 800

New York, NY 10115-0050 7§
-

Dear Reverend Canon Chemberlin:

Thank for your letter to Secretary Gates regarding your concerns over violence
against Iraqi religious minority groups. | am responding on his behalf.

The Department of State is the agency principally responsible for promoting
international religious freedom. The Department of Defense (DoD) is focused on
developing a responsive, professional, and non-sectarian security force to protect all
Iragis. DoD will continue to encourage the Government of Iraq (Gol) to recruit minority
members into Iraq’s police and other security forces, particularly in northern areas where
minority religious groups are concentrated.

In addition, the U.S. Ambassador and the U.S. Provincial Reconstruction Team
(PRT) in Ninewa meet frequently with minority political and religious leaders to directly
echo their concemns to the highest levels of the Gol. Following the February attacks on
Christians in Ninewa, we were pleased to see the GOI's official spokesman, Al al-
Dabagh, immediately announce the establishment of a “Committee for Expedited
Investigation and Follow-up on the Targeting of Christians in Ninewa.” This committee,
he explained, would authorize additional security measures to protect Christians, their
property, and their religious establishments. In addition, he pledged investigations of
those who manned the check points near where the attacks occurred. As a result of the
violence, we were also encouraged to see Iraq's High Electoral Commission rapidly
respond by providing additional polling stations for recently displaced Christians for the
March 7 elections.

Moving forward, the U.S. Government will also continue to focus on efforts to
promote Iragi-led reconciliation efforts. We believe that such efforts hold great promise
in the long run, as demonstrated by the minorities themselves in gatherings such as the
recent conference of Christian bishops in Karakosh and other venues.
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Again, thank you for sharing your thoughts and concemns.

Colin Kahl '
Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense
International Security Affairs

Middle East










Your concern and support of our men and women in uniform are greatly ';
eppreciated.
Copy to:

Senator Wyden




JUBEPH |. LEBEAMAN, CORNECTICUT, CHAIRMAN

CARL LEVIN, MICHIGAN SUSAN M. COLLINS, MAINE
DANIEL X. AKAKA, HAWAN TOM COBURN, OKLAHOMA.
THOMAS R. CARPER, DELAWARE JOHN MCAIN, ARIZONA
MARK L. PRYOH, ARKANSAS. GEORGE V, VONOVICH, OHIQ

MARY L. LANDRIEU, LOUISIANA JOHN ENSIGN, NEVADA % -

CLAIE MCCASKRL, MISSOURI LINDSEY GRAHAM, SOUTH CAROLINA “ltzﬂ tatw mat{
JON TESTER, MONTANA ROBERT F. BENNETT, UTAH .

ROLANG W. BURRIS, ILLINOIS

PAUL G. KIRK. J.. MASSACHUSETTS COMMITTEE ON

BRANDON L N et KTy s HEE TR AN CHIEF COUNSEL HOMELAND SECURITY AND GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS
WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6250

January 13, 2010

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary

U.S. Department of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon, Room 3E718
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Secretary Gates:

The Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs has initiated an
investigation into the events surrounding the November 5, 2009, shootings at Fort Hood, Texas,
pursuant to the Committee’s authority under Rule XXV(K)(1) of the Standing Rules of the
Senate, Section 101 of 8. Res. 445 (108th Congress), and Section 12 of S. Res. 73 (111th
Congress). The purpose of our investigation is to assess the information the U.S. Government
had prior to the shootings and the actions it took in response to that information. Ultimately, the
investigation will identify the steps necessary to protect the United States against future acts of
terrorism by homegrown violent Islamist extremists.

We are committed to completing a comprehensive fact-finding investigation concerning
the U.S. Govemment’s failure to identify Major Nidal Malik Hasan as a possible threat and to
take action that may have prevented the attacks. Even at this stage of our investigation, however,
it has become apparent to us that DoD’s approach to the threat of servicemembers who adopt a
violent Islamist extremist ideology needs to be revised. Updating that approach will protect from
suspicion the thousands of Muslim-Americans who serve honorably in the U.S. military and
maintain the bonds of trust among servicemembers of all religions which is so essential to our
military’s effectiveness.

L DoD Should Update Its Approach to Extremism in the Ranks Given the Threat of
Homegrown Terrorism Inspired by Violent Islamist Extremism.

During the past four years, our Committee has conducted an extensive investigation of
the threat facing the United States from homegrown terrorism inspired by violent Islamist
extremism. The Committee’s work makes clear — particularly in light of the increased number of
attacks, plots, and arrests during 2009 — that the threat of homegrown terrorism inspired by
violent Islamist extremism has evolved and is expanding. In over a dozen incidents in 2009,

U.S. citizens or residents sought to mount an attack within the United States, including one who
shot two Army recruiters in Arkansas, a number who apparently fought for al-Shaabab in
Somalia, seven men in North Carolina who allegedly planned to attack the Marine base in
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Quantico, Virginia, and several who plotted to bomb a synagogue in New York City. The
violent Islamist terrorist threat includes individuals who self-radicalize by visiting Internet
websites or reading other propaganda that promotes terrorist causes, Z.e., without any connection
to or affiliation with an established or recognized group. Efforts to detect and disrupt terrorist
activity are complicated when these self-radicalized terrorists operate as “lone wolves.”

This Committee and senior Executive Branch officials have identified domestic violent
Islamist extremism as a rising threat. As Secretary of Homeland Security Janet Napolitano
recently stated, “We’ve seen an increased number of arrests here in the U.S. of individuals
suspected of plotting terrorist attacks, or supporting terror groups abroad such as al Qaeda.
Homegrown terrorism is here. And, like violent extremism abroad, it will be part of the threat
picture that we must now confront.”

The Department has previously adopted policies to address servicemembers engaged in
certain violent extremist activities. Policies exist that address servicemembers who become
involved in both racist activities and criminal gangs. However, there have been cases of
servicemembers becoming radicalized to violent Islamist extremism, including Sergeant Hasan
Akbar, who murdered fellow servicemembers at Camp Pennsylvania in Kuwait in 2003. Given
these events, and the increasing incidence of violent Islamist extremism in the United States, the
Department must revisit its policies and procedures to ensure that violent radicalization, whether
based on violent Islamist extremist doctrine or other causes, can be identified and action taken to
prevent attacks before they occur.

Exhibiting signs of violent extremist views, behaviors, or affiliations, including those
associated with violent Islamist extremism, is incompatible with military service and access to
classified or sensitive information. An April 2005 report by DoD’s Defense Personnel Security
Research Center, Screening for Potential Terrorists in the Enlisted Military Accessions Process,
concluded that “the allegiance to the U.S. and the willingness to defend its Constitution must be
questioned of anyone who materially supports or ideologically advocates the legitimacy of
Militant Jihadism” and that “determination of participation in or support or advocacy of Militant
Jihadist groups and their ideologies should be grounds for denial of acceptance into the Armed
Forces of the U.S. and denial of access to classified or sensitive information.” As seen in the
cases of Major Hasan and Sergeant Akbar, the adoption of violent Islamist extremism has been
associated with violence against military personnel and other Americans.

We believe that DoD’s approach to countering the threat of violent extremism by
servicemembers needs to be updated to reflect the current threat of homegrown violent Islamist
- extremism faced by the United States. Even though we have not completed our investigation of
Major Hasan’s conduct and his colleagues’ and commanders’ response to him specifically, we
make the following recommendations based on our knowledge of the overall threat of
homegrown violent Islamist extremism, our careful review of relevant DoD and Army policies,
and interviews and testimony of former high-ranking DoD personnel, intelligence, and military
. officials and briefings by current officials. We may supplement these recommendations based
on the specific facts of Major Hasan’s case and on additional information.




IL DoD Should Increase Training of DoD Personnel Concerning Violent Islamist

Extremism.

Increased training of servicemembers at all levels — from enlisted personnel to
commanders ~ is needed to ensure that they can understand the warning signs of violent Islamist
extremism. Such training will need to be crafted carefully and will likely need to vary by rank.
Training should include:

¢ Why exhibiting violent Islamist extremist views, behaviors, or affiliations is incompatible
with military service and access to classified or sensitive information.

¢ - The process of violent radicalization, including the warning signs of violent Islamist
extremism.

» Servicemembers who exhibit signs of violent Islamist extremist views, behaviors, or
affiliations are not necessarily members of any established or recognized group. Instead,
the servicemember could be a “lone wolf,” having undergone a process of self-
radicalization via Internet sites, literature, or videos.

o What violent Islamist extremism is, and how terrorists distort the Islamic faith to promote
violence, '

Existing DoD policies provide some authority for commanders and other appropriate
officials to respond to servicemembers that exhibit signs of violent extremist views, behaviors, or
affiliations. However, commanders should be trained to apply such policies to servicemembers
who exhibit signs of violent Islamist extremism and to recognize those signs in a specific
servicemember. Relevant policies include but are not limited to:

¢ Army Regulation 600-20, Army Command Policy: This policy gives every commander
broad discretion to prohibit activities by servicemembers in order to preserve good order,
discipline, and morale. Training should ensure that commanders are aware that
exhibiting signs of violent Islamist extremist views, behaviors, or affiliations by a
servicemember would constitute a threat to good order, discipline, and morale. The
training should explain the difference between religious faith and observance, on the one
hand, and violent extremist views, behaviors, and affiliations on the other —~ albeit
recognizing that warning signs of extremist views, behaviors, and affiliations should not
be ignored just because they are comingled with religious faith or observance.

¢ DoD Directive 1332.30, Separation of Regular and Reserve Commissioned Officers:
Training of DoD personnel should clarify that exhibiting violent Islamist extremist views,
behaviors, or affiliations by an officer would constitute substandard “attitude or
character” for which separation from military service may result.

OI.  DeD She vise its Policies to Address Violent ism Generally and Violent
Islamigt Extremism in Particular.




Other DoD policies should be revised to address servicemembers who exhibit violent
extrernist views, behaviors, or affiliations, including those associated with violent Islamist
extremism.

The Department should update DoD Instruction 1325.06, Guidelines for Handling
Dissident and Protest Activities Among Members of the Armed Forces. The Department
originally issued the Instruction in response to Vietnam-era anti-war activities by
servicemembers and has updated the Instruction to address servicemembers involved in -
supremacist activities and criminal gangs. The most recent version of the Instruction prohibits
not only servicemember participation in certain organizations but also prohibits “actively
advocat[ing] supremacist doctrine, ideology, or causes.” The inclusion of active advocacy
broadens the instruction to cover situations in which a servicemember acts alone without
involvement with a group. However, the history of the Instruction, combined with the common
understanding of the term “supremacist,” suggests that the prohibition is limited to racial
extremism. Accordingly, the Instruction should be broadened so that it clearly applies to other
types of violent extremism, including violent Islamist extremism.

The Army also should update its Pamphlet 600-15, Extremist Activities. This pamphlet,
issued in response to the racially-motivated murders committed by servicemembers at Fort Bragg
in 1995 and DoD’s subsequent revision of Instruction 1325.06 in 1996, is heavily oriented
toward supremacist activities and other racial extremism. The pamphlet should be expanded to
address servicemembers who exhibit signs of violent Islamist extremist views, behaviors, or
affiliations. Accordingly, the Army should revise the pamphlet to discuss signs of such views,
behaviors, or affiliations. In doing so, the Army should specify that servicemembers who exhibit
signs of violent Islamist extremist views, behaviors, or affiliations, may do so as the result of
self-radicalization or as “lone wolves.” The Army should also consider how the Instruction
should be revised to prospectively address future threats from other violent extremist ideologies.
The other Services should make corresponding changes to their policies and procedures.

IV.  DgoD Should Ensure that Servicememb eport Si f Violent Islamist

The Department and the Services should also revise their policies to ensure that
servicemembers have a clear obligation to report servicemembers who exhibit signs of violent
Islamist extremist views, behaviors, or affiliations. As General Keane testified before our
Committee, “It should not be an act of moral courage for a soldier to identify a fellow soldier
who is displaying extremist behavior. It should be an obligation.”

DoD’s policies do not clearly require that servicemembers report other personnel who
exhibit signs of violent Islamist extremist views, behaviors, or affiliations. Neither the version of
DoD Instruction 1325.06 on extremism, Guidelines for Handling Dissident and Protest Activities
Among Members of the Armed Forces, in effect before the Fort Hood shootings nor the revised
directive issued in November 2009 contains a reporting obligation by servicemembers with
respect to the types of activities covered by that Instruction. In addition, DoD Instruction
5240.6, entitled Counterintelligence (CI) Awareness, Briefing, and Reporting Programs,
includes a requirement that servicemembers report “circumstances that could pose a threat to
security of U.S. personnel, DoD resources, and classified national security information.” This




Instruction could be read to require reporting of violent Islamist extremist activities by
servicemembers. However, the reporting requirements within this policy focus primarily on
threats from foreign intelligence services and terrorist organizations. As such, the policy’s main
requirément is that DoD personnel report contacts with such organizations, not that they report
personnel who exhibit signs of violent Islamist extremist views, behaviors, or affiliations. The
Department should revise its policies to ensure that servicemembers understand they have an
obligation to report personnel who exhibit signs of violent Islamist extremist views, behaviors, or
affiliations.

Likewise, Army policies are vague regarding the extent of any obligation that Army
personnel have to report other personnel who exhibit signs of violent Islamist extremist views,
behaviors, or affiliations. Army Pamphlet 600-15 contains a brief reference to servicemembers
needing to “report specific indicators [of extremism] to the chain of command.” But the
Pamphlet does not detail an individual servicemembers’ reporting obligations or sanctions for
noncompliance, and thus contrasts to the highly structured reporting obligation for subversion
and espionage under Army Regulation 381-12, Subversion and Espionage Directed Against the
US. Army (SAEDA). However, even Army Regulation 381-12 does not appear to require that
Army personnel report other personnel who exhibit signs of violent Islamist extremist views,
behaviors, or affiliations. For example:

¢ Army Regulation 381-12’s requirements for reporting “contacts by {Army] personnel
with persons whom they know or suspect to be members of or associated with...terrorist
organizations” and “active attempts to encourage military or civilian employees to violate
laws, disobey lawful orders or regulations, or disrupt military activities” do not seem to
address servicemembers who merely exhibit signs of violent Islamist extremist views,
behaviors, or affiliations and do not encourage other servicemembers to take any specific
actions.

¢ Army Regulation 381-12 also requires reporting of “information concerning any
international or domestic terrorist activity or sabotage that poses an actual or poiential
threat to Army or other U.S. facilities, activities, personnel, or resources.” However,
signs of violent Islamist extremist views, behaviors, or affiliations prior to any indication
of terrorist activity or sabotage would not appear to trigger this reporting requirement.

Accordingly, the Army needs to revise its policies to clearly and unequivocally require
that servicemembers report fellow servicemembers who exhibit signs of violent Islamist
extremist views, behaviors, or affiliations. Concomitantly, the Army needs to ensure that its
personnel receive training that clearly outlines their obligation to report indicators of violent
Islamist extremist views, behaviors, or affiliation. The training should explain how such
activities differ from the exercise of religious faith, including the practice of Islam, The other
Services also should clearly require that their servicemembers report signs of violent Islamist
extremist views, behaviors, or affiliations and provide training.

The threat posed by servicemembers who exhibit signs of violent Islamist extremist
views, behaviors, or affiliations raises both personnel and counterintelligence / subversion
concems. The extremism policies referenced above are promulgated by the Undersecretary of
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Defense for Personnel and Readiness and the Deputy Chief of Staff of the Army for Personnel
while the counterintelligence/subversion policies referenced above are promulgated by the
Undersecretary of Defense for Intelligence and the Deputy Chief of Staff of the Army for
Intelligence. Senior Department and Service officials should ensure sufficient coordination
between the personnel and the counterintelligence/ subversion components of their organizations
to ensure that violent Islamist extremism among servicemembers is handled appropriately.

* * L

Clearly, violent Islamist extremism is highly distinct from Islam, and thousands of
Muslim-Americans serve honorably in the military. We believe that the changes recommended
above will not serve to increase scrutiny of these servicemembers’ religious beliefs or practices
or to cause tension with their colleagues. To the contrary: we believe that the opposite will
occur. Efforts by DoD to educate its personnel concerning what violent Islamist extremism is
and what the warning signs of such extremism are — as distinguished from the practice of the
Islamic faith — will increase trust between the thousands of Muslim-Americans serving
honorably and their colleagues. Clear policies and training should foster greater respect for
Muslim-Americans who serve in the military. We trust that, given the sensitivity of this issue,
DoD will proceed to make the revisions and changes outlined in this letter in a manner that secks
to avoid unintended consequences and interpretations of its new policies and training.

We understand that the Department’s initial review concerning the Fort Hood shooting is
scheduled to conclude on January 15, 2010. We understand that the initial review will focus on
the military’s personnel evaluation system; we plan to review that system in the course of our
full investigation. We assume that the Department’s overall review will assess the adequacy of
the Department’s approach to violent Islamist extremism among DoD personnel and hope that
our recommendations as outlined above will be helpful to your review. As mentioned above, we
will continue our investigation and may make further recommendations in this area based on the
specific facts concerning Major Hasan and any additional information.

Sincerely,
Joseph I. Lieberman Susan M. Collins
Chairman Ranking Member




House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

BOB INGLIS SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

A BT, Bolms Canctina FOREIGN AFFAIRS
April 27,2010
The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense
1000 Defense Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301-0001

Dear Secretary Gates,

I am writing to express my dismay with the Army's recent decision to withdraw its invitation to
evangelical leader Franklin Graham.

Franklin Graham had been scheduled to participate in the Pentagon’s special prayer service 8s
part of the National Day of Prayer Task Force. However, the Army withdrew Graham’s invitation
because of his views on Islam and his clear articulation of a Christian perspective.

According to Army spokesman, Col. Thomas Collins, Graham’s remarks were “not appropriate.
We're an all-inclusive military. We honor all faiths. ... Our message to our service and civilian
work force is about the need for diversity and appreciation of all faiths.”

The Army’s all-inclusive stance should create ample space for Franklin Greham’s articulation of
an orthodox, evangelical Christian perspective. Graham has indicated his love, respect, and best
wishes for the Muslim people but has indicated his serious disagreement with key aspects of the
content of their belief.

1 agree that all people are equal under law; I believe we should have vibrant discussions regarding
the merits and weaknesses of our various befiefs. The Constitution and First Amendment protects
our freedoms of religion and expression-—even our freedom to clearly articulate unpopular views.

The Army should reconsider its decision and alter its pohcy to allow Franklin Graham’s
participation the Pentagon’s prayer service.

Thank you for your attention to this matter. 1 look forward to your responsc -
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May 5, 2010 |
The Honorable Robert Gates |
Secretary of Defanse
1000 Defense Pontagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000
Dear Secrafary Gates,

We writs 10 express our great concem over the desision made by Army Secretary John MoHugh
and Army Chief of Staff Gen. George W. Casey Jr. to rescind an invitation to Reverend Frankkin Grabam
to speak at the National Day of Prayer on May 6th, 2010, due to complaints raised and publicized by two
special interest groups that object to his Christian beliefa and his criticisms of the Islamic faith. We find
this decision misguided for several reasons, . '

Army spokesman Col. Tom Collins is quoted as saying that Secrstary McHugh and General |
Casey deoided “it would be inappropeiate for [Reverend Graham) to participate in this inclugive event” :
because of Graham's comments about Islam.

From its founding, America has possessed a rich heritago of affirming religious expression in the
lives of the men and women serving in the armed forces, Indead, America's founders and & long line of
national and military leaders have realized that the stranpth of America's military lies in the depth of its
faith, Commander-in-Chief George Washington regularly issued orders for military troops to attend and
participate in religious gatherings. Declaration signer Jobn Witherspoon, a member of the Board of War
that oversaw military opetations throughout the Revolution, reminded soldiers: *[TJhere is no soldier so
undaunted as the pious man, no army so formidable as those who ave superior to the fear of death.”

It is thus intensely troubling that Pentagon officiale have now taken it upon themselves to deign
what type of Christian belief and expression is “appropriate,” and then to censor a patriotic minister,
whose oOWn gon is serving his fourth tour of duty in Afghanistan, simply because of the objection of an
organization that has made it its mission 1o eradicate open expressions of religious faith from the military.
It is highly ironic that it is in the name of religious freedom and “inclusiveness," pesceful religious
expression is actually being atifled.

Reverend Graham is one of America's most respected religious leaders, and is beloved by
millions of Americans. We undesatand that not overyono shares Reverend Graham's beliefs about Jstam,
but the essence of religious liberty is having ths right to one's own religious convictions as well as the :
right to express them, We would like to know for the futurs by what standard the U.S. military is going to |
Jjudge what are appropriate religious convictions? Our Founding Fathers understood that religious
pluralism did not mean we didn’t have disagreements about religion, but that we would disagreo j
peaceably, somothing Franklin Graham has always dons. But now, the U.S. military is putting itself in |
the position of judging what acceptable beliof is, Might tho Secretary explain to the Congress just how it l
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W do not believe that Reverend Graham’s views of Islam should exclude him from this event. If
our concept of religions freedom today is based primarily on the desire to placate or avoid criticism
offered by suspeet organizations, then our constitutionat right of freedom of religion is devoid of both
meaning and principle.

We ask that you reconsider the deocision to revoke Reverend Graham's invitation, and extend to
him the opportunity to preach his welcome message to the men and women of our armed forces, and
indeed to the Nation at the National Day of Prayer cvent at the Pentagon.

We look forward to hearing from you very soon.

Sincerely,

co: President Barack Obama

John M. McHugh - Secretary of the Army '
Ray Mabus - Secretary of the Navy . .
Michael B, Donley - Seoretary of the Air Force ;
Admiral Michael Mullen - Chaixman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff’

General Jamos E. Cartwright - Vice Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff
General George W. Casey, Ir. - Chief of Staff of the United States Army
Admiral Gary Roughead - Chief of Naval Operations

General Norton A. Schwartz - Chief of Staff of the United States Air Force
Genéral James T. Conway - Commandant of the Marine Corps




May. 5. 2010 %:58PM




May. 5 2010 3:58PM No. 0180 P 5

A Bt -

r )







241 CANNGN HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING
WasHNGTON, DC 205154810
{202) 225-5138

FRANK R. WOLF

10T DISTRICT, VIRGINIA

13873 PARK CENTER RoaD
Suite 130

COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS

SUBCOMMITTEES: Hsavg?% ;f\ 5823; hal
RANKING MEMBER—COMMERCE-JUSTICE- {800) 945-9653 (In STATE)
TRANSPORTATION-HUD QED n mtﬂﬁ 0 f th 4 mﬂlt Bb é tﬂttﬁ it e el
s 1540) 8670880
CO-CHAIR—TOM LANTOS %ﬂﬁﬁt Uf ﬁmttﬂﬂltﬁtm 4] (800} BE0-3483 (N STaTe)
HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION June 1 8{ 2009 wolf.house.gov

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defenise =~ =
US Department of Defense

The Pentagon Room 3E 880
Washington DC 20301

Dear Secretm'y&\o

Given your work on national security, [ wanted to share with you a copy of a speech |
delivered on the House floor last Friday regarding the Council on American Islamic Relations
(CAIR).

I hope you find this information helpful.

Best wishes.

FRW:ea

OSD 07051-09
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@ongress of the United States
Washington, BE 20515

17 December 2009

The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense

The Pentagon

Washihgton, DC

Dear Secretary Gates:

It has.come to our attention that the Department of Defense has invited Louay Safi, a top official at
the Islamic Society of North America (ISNA), to give lectures on Islam to our troops at Fort Hood.
If this is indeed true, we respectfully request that you end this practice.

According to the Justice Department, ISNA is a prominent member of the Muslim Brotherhood, an
organization with a network of known and suspected Islamic terrorist organizations spread
throughout the world. The Brotherhood and its partner organizations regularly espouse violent jihad
and anti-Semitism.

More specifically, ISNA was identified by the Justice Department at the successful Holy Land
Foundation terrorism financing conspiracy trial as an unindicted co-conspirator. Literature
distributed by ISNA at its annual convention in Washington in July featured books and pamphlets
portraying prosecution of terrorist and terror-supporters as “anti-Muslim bigotry™; revisionist history
that denied Arab and Palestinian terrorist attacks against Israel; and anti-Semitic tracts.

Safi himself has been connected to an entity called the “Safa Group.” Search warrants executed in
2002 were supported by an affidavit alleging its involvement in moving large sums of money to
terrorist fronts. He was also caught on a 1995 FBI wiretap of Sami al-Arian. Safi was concerned
that an executive order, issued by President Clinton prohibiting financial transactions with terrorist
organizations, would negatively effect al-Arian. In April 2006, al-Arian pled guilty to a charge of
conspiring to provide services to the Palestinian Islamic Jihad — a specially designated terrorist
organization,

The Muslim Brotherhood is dedicated in its own words to "a kind of grand Jihad in eliminating and
destroying the Western civilization from within and 'sabotaging’ its miserable house by their hands.’
What better way to carry out its plans to “sabotage™ our efforts than to have one of its own invited to
lecture on Islam to the very troops called to defend this country against those the Brotherhood
supports. We ask that you immediately stop any lecturing by Louay Safi or ISNA affiliated speakers.

Sincerely,
W. Todd Akin ue Myrick |
Member of Congress Member of Congress |
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Letter to Secretary Gates
Page 2

Todd Tiaht |

Member of Congress ' -

Cathy McMorris Rodgers
Member of Congress

L ] . - N |
% Y - Paul C. Broun :
Membeyfof CongreSs Member of Congress S
teve King |

K€nny Marchant
Member of Congress

Ralph M. Hall
Member of Congress

Member of Congress

|
|
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- Inthe Rane of God, the Compassionate, the Mercifu?
Councll on American-lslamic Relations i

' '
453 New Jersey Avenue, 5.E. Washington, DC 20003
‘ AI R Tel 202.488.8787 Fax 202.485.0833 Www.caircom

March 10, 2010

Dr. Robert M, Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, D.C. 203011000

Dear Secretary Gates:

SUBJECT: Allegations of Bias-Motivated Harassment of Muslim Soldier at Fort Hood, Texas

It is my unfortunate duty to bring to your attention a!légations of bias-motivated harassment
of a Muslim soldier stationed at Fort Hood, Texas.

Spc. Zachari Klawonn reports that he has experienced many incidents of religious
discrimination during his 21 months of military service and that his complaints to superiors
have not been acted on appropriately.

Spe. Klawonn reports numerous incidents of racial and religious slurs, verbal threats,
vandalism to person property, denial of the right to pray, denial of the right to fast during the
month of Ramadan, and denial of access to religious services.

Most recently, Spc. Klawann alleges that s'o'nieo'rig poinded on the door of his room at 2 a.m.
two weeks ago. When he opened the door, he found a note that read: “Fuck you rag head
burn in hell.”

Anyone serving our nation deserves to be treated with the utmost respect and should not be

subjected to repeated harassment because of his or her faith or ethnic background. This is a |
serious issue that, if not dealt with a in a timely and appropriate manner, could have & negative i
impact on the image of our nation's military.

1 would therefore respectfully request that you order an investigation into these disturbing
allegations and the response, or lack of it, from Spc. Klawonin's chain of command. [ would also
request that the Department of Defense review existing policies on religious harassment to
ensure that they deal adequately with such situations.

One possible course of action would be a statement from your office discouraging religious
harassment or discrimination, énd specifically anti-Muslim actions and rhetoric by military”
personnel.

'lllllliﬁii’lﬁﬁiii'lllll
C WABHINGTOWD.E, (S e MRl o«

ARIZONA CALIFORMIA COMNEQTICUTCELORIDA -GEORGIA ILLIHGHS, KENTUCKY. MARYLAND MASSACHUSKETS, MICHIGAN
MISSOUR: NEWJERSEY NEWYORK OHIO PENNSYLVANIA SOUTHCAROLINA TEXAS VIRGIMA WASHINGTON




Dr. Robert M, Gates
Page 2
March 10, 2010

For example, the often-reported use of the pejorative term "Hajji" as a pejorative in reference
to Muslims is damaging to our nation's image and interests worldwide. Your statement could
inform military personnel that the use of religious slurs such as "Hajji* and "rag head" would
result in disciplinary action.

Legal Counsel
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. Wa National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA

April 26, 2010

Dr. Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Peatagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

-3 - *
We are writing to express the concemnof the National Council of Churches, and our partners in
Iraq and throughout the world, about the on-going situation of violent attacks on minority groups
in Iraq, including the Christian community. We strongly request that you raise this concemn with
the Government of Iraq, provincial authorities, and the leadership of the Coalition Forces, urging
them to take all possible steps to prevent further incidents of this type.

Christians in Iraq have suffered more than a dozen violent deaths so far this year, including a
three-year old child in Mosul who died on March 27 after & bomb, placed next to his family’s
home, exploded. As you know, thousands of Christians have been forced to flee their homes
because of their fear of violence.

Our concetn is now particularly acute because it is possible that tensions will increase as various
political forces continue to vie for power following the recent elections. We fear that a growing
climate of mistrust and animosity will further threaten the fragile Christian community.

With this in mind, we appeal to you to work d:rec’cly and thh Iragisto .
" protect minority groups, including Christians in Mosul and other parts of Iraq;
» extend necessary humanitarian aid to displaced families; and
» encourage the preservation of religious and ethnic diversity in Iraq.

Thank you for your attention to this most urgent concern.

Sincerely,
- Mgt G-
Rev. Michael Kinnamon Rev. Canon Peg Chemberlin
General Secretary President
Signed:

Bishop John F. White, Ecumenical and Urban Affairs Officer, African Methodist Episcopal Church
Roy Medley, General Secretary, American Baptist Church, USA

Bishop Charles Leigh, Apostolic Catholic Church

Archbishop Vicken Aykazian, Legate of the Diocese of the Armenian Church of America

Rev. Robett Welsh, President, Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)

Stan Noffsinger, General Secretary, Church of the Brethren

Bishoy M. Mikhail, Ecumenical Officer, Coptic Orthodox Church in North America

i




~ The Most Rev. Katharine Jefferts Schori, Presiding Bishop and Primate of the Episcopal Church
The Rev. Mark S. Hanson, Presiding Bishop, Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
* Rev. Michael E. Livingston, Executive Director, International Council of Community Churches
Rt. Rev. Dr. Geevarghese Mar Theodosius, Bishop, Diocese of NA and Europe, Mar Thoma Church
Dr. Julius R. Scruggs, President of the National Baptist Convention, USA, Inc
Thomas Swain, Clerk, Philadelphia Yearly Meeting of the Religions Society of Friends
Gradye Parsons, Stated Clerk, Office of the General Assembly, Presbyterian Church (USA)
Doug Fromm, Associate for Ecumenical Relations, Reformed Church in America
Metropolitan Christopher, Primate, Serbian Orthodox Church in North and South America
Rev. Geoffrey Black, General Minister and President, United Church of Christ
Bishop Sharon Zimmerman Rader, Ecumenical Officer of the Council of Bishops, United Methodist
Church '
Rev. Dr. Stephen J. Sidorak, Jr., General Secretary, General Commission on Christian Unity and
Interreligious Concems, United Methodist Church
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Hillside Christian Church

8330 East Douglas Avenue Wichita, Kansas 67206 (316) 683-6577

May 26, 2010

Dr. Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense
Department of Defense
1400 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1400

Dear Dr. Gates:

On behalf of your home congregation, Hillside Christian Church, we
would like to extend an invitation for you to be our guest speaker on
“Laity Sunday.” We generally have Laity Sunday in January, and can
be flexibie with any of the Sundays in 2011.

Certainly you have already and continue to make a mark in history.
Perhaps the most well known of all people who have come through
Hillside Christian Church. I am sure there are many wonderful stories
you can share about you and your brothel"_|growing up in a Christian
home and your family’s involvement at Hillside Christian Church. I
even understand that you were very active in Troop 522, which is still
very active and one of the largest troops in this part of Kansas.

I shared with your mother that we would like to have you for Laity
Sunday, but she tells me there may be a transition in your life.
Regardless of where you are, or what you are doing in January, you
remain our first choice. You grew up here, have represented your

-family and church well, and everyone is proud of your service to our

country.,

What Isabel doesn’t know, is that we are planning to recognize her on
that Sunday for her faithfulness to the Church. Your mother’s
faithfulness, loyalty and dedication are without question. She reared
you boys at Hillside and then she and your father faithfully served at
Mount Olive Christian Church, a new church start. When Mount Olive

' 6935-1
Hillside Christian Church is about connecting people to Jesuﬂlllﬁﬁﬂi’“‘ﬁ!ﬂ“



Page 2

closed, Isabel returned to Hillside in 1998 to immediately serve as a Trustee
during a time of Hillside expanding its facilities. As a Trustee, she was
relieved when Hillside retired its mortgage. The steadfast service of this 97
year old saint warrants recognition.

I have been the Senior Minister of Hillside Christian Church for twenty years
and the discussion of this invitation has generated more excitement than I
have seen around here. I understand busy schedules and we all understand if
this is something that you just can’t possibly do. However, we feel a
homecoming is long overdue and await your response.

Sincerely,

Wollan NN e

William H. McConnell
Senior Minister
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Presideant Barack M. Obama
Page 3.
June 30, 2010

| also rdquest that you issue an ‘executive order clarifying the right of Muslim women in the
United States military to wear raligiously-mandated hsad coverings (hijab) based on Army

Regulation 600-20, United States Coda, Title 10, Section 774, and modeled on Title VIl of the .
ts Act of 1964, which requires employers to reasonably accommodate the religious

CAIR Hational Executive Director

Colone] James McGillivary, Office of Soldier Readiness .
Colone] Gordon R. Roberts, Commander, Bravé Company, Walter Reed Army Medical Center
Hussain, Special Envoy to the Organization of the Islamic Conference (OIC)




Wrewching the ford Jesus Ghrist
Gruggfied, QBuréed, Hiser; and Goming Ngain:”

Dr. Robert Evans
Pastor

Phone: August 5, 2010
(251) 986-5162

Physical Address:

24070 Highway 98
Eltger?o, EL?%BO Dear Secretary Gates,

Mailling Adciress:

E.bZ?aBi’f %2;30 Because of your faithful public service, | would like to take the time to

‘ invite you to our ninth annual “Friend Day” on October 17, 2010, at
10:30 am. Each year, scores of public officials from the State of
Alabama, as well as the Baldwin County area. have attended this -
event and have shown their support for the police, firefighters and
public servants of the Baldwin County region.

Due to the recent economic downturn, and even more so by the oil spill
in the Gulf of Mexico, this area has been devastated economically.
Police budgets are being cut, people are without jobs, and public
semvants are asked to give more and more of themselves without any
benefit-in: return. This Friend Day, our church wants to honor you
publically, give you a gift of appreciation, and show you and all our
public servants how much they are appreciated.

Berean Baptist Church is located on Highway 98 in Elberta, just four
miles east of Highway 59 and two miles east of the Foley Beach
Express. Please call (251) 213-3816 or (251) 550-5422 to R.S.V.P or
send your regrets. | hope to see you on Synday, October 17", for
Friend Day, 2010. & b

Sincerely,

Dr. Robert Evans -
Rastor -z ... wzv s o
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CRESCENT and DOVE

“Behind explosive headlines and horrific images of violence is a quieter story of ordinary
Muslims around the world drawing on the same faith to build peaceful communities.
Crescent and Dove: Peace and Conflict Resolution in Islam telfs this story. Drawing upon
case studies and expanding on existing theory, Qamar-ul Huda takes readers to the largely
unknown world of Islam-inspired peacebuilding. The book gives us a rare window into the
existing tools and resources inherent in Islam to resolve conflict and promote cooperation. No
policymaker, development leader, or civil society worker engaging Muslim societiesx<an afford
to miss this book.”

- Dalia Mogahed, executive director of the Gallup Center for Muslim Studies

Crescent and Dove delves into the intellectual heritage of Islam to discuss historical
examples of addressing conflict in Islam and exploring the practical challenges of
contemporary peacemaking in Arab countries, Turkey, Iran, Pakistan, and Indonesia.
These essays address both theory and practice, presenting possibilities for nonviolent
interventions, peacemaking, the implementation of human rights, the reinterpretation of
texts, peace education instruction, and employing successful mediation, negotiation, and
conflict resolution skills in an Islamic context.

As Muslim scholars and peacebuilding practitioners, the contributors offer critical
perspectives on what works, what opportunities exist, and which areas are fertile for
effective peacebuilding efforts. Their experience and analysis demonstrate that fostering
a culture of peace in Muslim communities and building effective conflict resolution
practices must occur within an Islamic framework and must engage Musiim leaders.

»

Qamar-ul Huda is a senior program officer in the Religion and Peacemaking Program and
a scholar of Islam at the United States Institute of Peace. His areas of expertise are Islamic
theology, comparative ethics, the language of violence, interfaith studies, and conflict
resolution and nonviolence in contemporary Islam. He is an adjunct faculty member of
Georgetown University’s Conflict Resolution Program and has taught at Boston College,
Brandeis University, and the College of Holy Cross.
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United States
Institute of Peace Press “
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1200 17th Street NW
Washington, DC 20036
www.usip.org




The Blamic Smate

Jume 23, 2009

President Barack Obama
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Ave. NW
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

I am enclosing a document for your review describing plans for a proposed
program called, The Islamic Senate.

* Since the US policy toward Al-Qaeda, Taliban and other Muslim extremist organizations
is not working to the desired level and constantly facing difficulties including the loss of
lives in Iraq and Afghanistan as well as other parts of the world, even where the US is not
directly involved, I am proposing a plan which can be very helpful in getting the world
Muslim population organized against all the terrorists and terrorist activities.

Muslims need a centralized legal body in order to help maintain order and enforcement of
the religion’s message and bi-laws. As it stands now, the Muslim population is very
confused and fragmented. Since they consider Islam their way of life and continually
: practice it on a daily basis, they believe whatever they have been told by religious leaders
\ and Mullahs who, in turn, are really not as educated as they should be and are more
concerned on working towards their own agendas rather than educating the people of
Islam.

Many Muslims are being given confusing messages relating to the interpretation of Koran
and their responsibilities as Muslims. These wrong messages and confused information
are what is giving terrorists an edge to get the support of the innocent Muslims around the
‘world. My plan will be able to bring Muslim population on one platform in order to have
a clear understanding of the faith as well as be more organized as a whole. It will be
easier to deal with the Muslim population through one legal centralized governing body.

Mr, President, being of the Muslim faith, ] have a great understanding of all of these
problems and have been witnessing these bad religious practices by the Islamic leaders
around the world all my life, Such activities by the Muslim leaders and Mullahs is only

The klamic Senate 6231 N, Keeler Ave. Chicago, lllinols 60646 (84
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Concept

To solve the problem of Muslim “unrest” around the world and to help STOP the
activities of Muslim extremist organizations such as Ai-Qaeda and the Taliban in order to
make the world a safer place, especially for the security of the United Sates, we will need
the help of the world Muslim population. To accomplish this goal, I want to propose a
program of forming an Islamic Senate. This organization will be able to provide
Muslims around the world a centralized legal body which can serve as a nucleus for the
religion to interpret its beliefs and teachings correctly and uniformly in order to relay the
message and intention of the religion in it's intended manner.

The Muslims around the world are very fragmented. They all have their own ideas on

how to live life under Islamic rules which do not match with the real message the religion
sets forth. For example, Islam demands that a believer accept all of the Judeo-
Christian prophets, making no distinction between them. However, organizations

such as Al-Qaeda, Taliban constantly preach their constituents to be against Jews &
Christians and all other nations that are not Muslims. Such types of teachings are causing -
a distorted thought process which sometimes leads to several Muslims taking extremist
actions. In their minds they believe that they are doing the right thing when in fact it is
completely against the actual teachings of the religion and somebody has to establish

rules for it. This is where the importance of Islamic Senate comes in.

The Islamic Senate is to be elected democratically and by doing so most Muslims around
world will be much more willing to accept it. Since the Muslim population will be
involved in the decision making process of electing the members of the Islamic Senate,
they will follow the rules and regulations laid out by the Senpate as they would not be
pulied in several different ways from various religious organizations or local Mullahs,
This will give them peace of mind, single minded thinking and the ability to practice their
faith in a more respected and secured environment.

The Islamic Senate will be able to organize and regulate most Islamic activities in all of
the Muslim countries around the world. Young Muslims will not be swayed by
organizations such as Al-Qaeda and the Taliban to attempt suicide bombings and other
killings for their own objectives. Regimes like Iran will have no support as all the
Muslims will look toward their legal governing body called the Islamic Senate.

The lslamic Senate
Center for klamic Understanding
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Background and Recason

In the recent history Islam has never had a centralized governing body that kas ever
served as its core purpose of organization and interpretation of the religion.

For an average Muslim, their daily life is focused around their religion. Naturally there
has to be a procedure that Islam can be practiced without being controlled, insulted and
harassed under a civilized system. Islam is a highly educational and very casy religion to
understand and follow, a fact that benefits the population in their way of life. Islam does
not encourage Muslims to support fighting and killing but rather calls for peace on a daily
basis at all times. It teaches people to think, be kind, be peaceful and work with the
people you call enemies if the eneny is willing to work with you.

There is an extreme confusion among Muslims in their understanding of intention and
portrayal when it comes to the religion. Among the 48 Islamic countries in the world,
there are thousands of Mullahs and religious zealots who are guiding Muslims in the light
of their own personal interpretations of the religion rather than it’s original intention for
their own personal objectives which is causing a tremendous amount of confusion and
anguish as well as ignorance amongst the followers of the religion.

Unfortunately, religious leaders have misconstrued the actual meaning of the teachings
and have presented this to an average Muslim in a way, which does not pottray the true
intention of the religion but rather a personal view of the leaders themselves.

When looked at from a basic standpoint, it is “the most logical faith with some of the
most illogical followers” who is basically being misguided by the wrong teachings of the
Mullahs and Illegal organizations around the world. To clear the confusion from the
Islamic teachingg and bringing most Muslims on one platform, the formation of the
Islamic Senate & a Center for Islamic Understanding is very important.

_ The klamic Senate
Center for slamic Understonding
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Process and Implementation

1. The Formation of an Islamic Senate.

@)

b)

g).

h)

The Islamic Senate will act as a governing body over all Islamic matiers
in the world concerning Muslims.

Based on the US Senate system, we are to create an Islamic Senate
comprised of TWO (2) delegates from each Islamic Country as elected
by the Muslim population of their respective countries. The
requirements for candidate must be that they are highly educated in the
field of Islamic education with at least a related degree and a good
understanding of Islamic Laws and Systems.

The elections are to be held every five years in each Islamic country for
the two seats of the Senators under the rules and the laws created by the
Senate committee.

The seat of the Islamic Senate will be in Mecca, Saudi Arabia, the hub
of Islam.

Islamic Senate will abide the laws of Saudi Arabia and will respect
Saundi constitution. However, the Senate will have their own laws and
the by laws for their members and their staff for their day to day
operations.

Islamic Senate will have the same position under Saudi laws as the
United Nations has under the US laws.

There will be a Senate president & a Vice President. One of the
positions will always be held by a Saudi citizen who is a member of the
Saudi Govt. who will only oversee and ensure the proper operation of
the Senate.

Both Men and Women will be able to run for a Senate seat.

Every Islamic country will contribute for the Senate expenses and
budget.

The lslamic Senate

Center for lslamic Understanding
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1L Th jons of the Senate

a)

b)

d)

The Islamic Senate will convene on every 15® day of the 1™ month
(Muharram) of the year of the Islamic calendar and will be in session till
the beginning of the 9 month (Ramadan) of the Islamic calendar after
which time each delegate will return to their respective countries to
ensure the proper implementation of the Senate’s regulations.

The first order of the inaugural Islamic Senate will be to work on the
interpretation of the Koran. The extreme discrepancies in the
understanding of the holy book for Muslims have to be corrected
immediately in order to create a harmonious culture and understanding
since every country’s religious group has interpreted the Koran to their
personal benefit and to gain an edge over innocent Muslims. The correct
interpretation will STOP all support by the Muslira population in the
world to wrong group such Taliban or Al-Qaeda. With this in place, there
will be uniformity in thinking among all the Muslims.

The formation of Islamic Senate will help organize the Muslim
population in the world. It will be the duty of the Islamic Senate to make
rules and regulations for Muslims to be peaceful and to not be lured into
becoming a martyr by any terrorist organization to perform for their
objectives.

The Islamic Senate will help institute laws under the Islamic system in alt
Muslim countries whether the country’s constitution is Islamic or Secular
to eradicate poverty, inequality, injustice, equal opportunity for all, men,
women and children taking the guidance from Koran. They will protect
women rights, minority rights, and lnmnan rights which are violated
immensely in all Islamic countries.

Each country will follow the rules and regulations of the Islamic laws
interpreted by the Senate. Governments of these Islamic countries cannot
become involved in any of the religious laws and its interpretation. They
can only implement it under Senate instruction. Each Islamic country will
have the same system as far as religion is concerned.

All the local Islamic organizations will be shut down by the each
Country’s Government, All religious activities will be

The Islamic Senate
Center for lslamic Undearstonding
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I11. Benefits of the Senate

a)

b)

c)

d

g

h)

The US, Europe & other peaceful sections of the world will be secured end
will be able to devote their energies and money to more productive projects.

If a functioning body like this is installed properly, the entire Muslim world
will be in peace.

There will be no threats of terrorism since the Muslim population will not
support it.

It will be very easy to deal with the Muslim issues currently or in the future
through one body in a peaceful manner, There will be no need to have wars or
Military actions.

There will be a tremendous saving of lives, property and money.

The world will be at peace from the Muslim section.

Organizations such as Al-Qaeda and Taliban or other organization (working
under Al-Qaeda banner) that are or could be enemies of the US and other
peaceful nations will have no support from the people as they will have a
govemning body who will be guiding them for their problems. They do not
have look toward terrorist organizations to become a martyr.

The US will be secured from the Muslims Terrorist activities.

It will be a WIN-WIN for all and the start of a wonderful program to resolve
the majority of the Muslim world’s problems.

The Islamic Senate
Center for Islamic Understending
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June 23, 2009

Dear Secretary Gates,

Enclosed, please find a copy of a proposal that I have sent to President Barack
Obama for an Islamic Senate.

Your kind review would be highly appreciated.

The Islamic Senate 6231 N. Keeler Ave, Chicago, lilinols 60646 (847) 274~2481
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August13, 2009

Robert M. Gates

Secretary of Defense

U.S. Department of Defense
1400 Defense Pentagon
Washington DC 203011400

! Dear Secrétary Gates,

Ad you are aware, two former employees of the private military contractor Blackwater (now
known as Xe Services, LLC) have accused the firm and its founder, Erik Prince, of being
motivated by anti-Muslim religious fervor. According to sworn affidavits in a federal court in
Virginia, these employees allege that Mr. Prince “views himself ag a Christian crusader
tasked with eliminating Muslims and the Islamic faith from the globe.”

I have been deeply concerned with the religious undertones of the war in Iraq since its
beginning. These Jatest revelations about Blackwater raise those concerns to an entirely new
level. To digcover that an agent of the U.S. government has been accused of undertaking a
campaign of murder based on “Christian supremacy” is appalling. Thig way of thinking
represents neither our mission in Iraq nor the spirit of our Constitution.

Our military, our diplomats and their contractors must represent themselves and our nation
without reference to their religion or their lack of religion. As any true patriot of our nation, [
grieve over the damage done to the credibility of the United States in the international
community by even the report of such a charge, much less the rhebonc and action that
evoked the charge.

Thankfully, our court system will deal justly with the alleged crimes committed by Mr. Prince
and his associates. However, that assurance of justice does not absolve our governnient from
taking steps necessary to protect cur nation's reputation abroad and prevent this type of
incident - religion-based divisiveness and hate — from occurring in the future. We cannot
accept merely a response to this situation stating that these actions already violate U.S. policy.
Clearly, those policies have not prevented Blackwater from carrying out its religious crusade.

I request that a formal investigation of all contractors be implemented immediately to ensure
similar behavior is not ongoing. I also strongly recommend that language be added to future
contracts prohibiting such acts and behavior. Finally, I recommend that both the
Department of State and the Department of Defense implement training designed to prevent
the intentional insertion of religious doctrine into 1 U.S. military engagement abroad.

0OSD §9167-09
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1 make these requests with strong convictions about what this incident has done to damage the
integrity of religion, to further divide our nation from major segments of our international
neighborhood and to harm understandings about the nature of our government ag well as important
initiatives of our military forces.

Interfaith Alliance siands ready to assist you in this important work. I look forward to meeting with
you or your designee at your earliest convenience to discuss our recommendations.

Sincerely,

)

Rev. Dr. C. Welton Gaddy
President

CC:  Hillary Rodham Clinton, Secretary of State
Admiral Michael Mullen, Chairman of the joint Chiefs of Staff




Dethel Gl University

The Cumberland Presbyterian College Physics and Computer Science
135 Como Street
McKenzie, Tennessee 38201
October 25, 2009
The Honorable Dr. Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense
The Pentagon

Washington, D.C. 20301
Dear Dr. Gates:

You are an intelligent experienced public servant. I am a 70-year-old (now) University
professor still teaching full time.

Historically, the crusade wars of Christians against Muslims took place from about 1095
to 1291 A.D. Many people died and much hate was created between the two groups that still
exists today.

Look at the religious make up of the following countries:

Afghanistan - about 99% Muslim
Iran about 98% Muslim.
Iraq "~ about 97% Muslim
Pakistan about 97% Muslim

United States of America about 76% Christian

We, The United States of America, do not need to continue the crusades of Christians
against Muslims. Sending more troops to Afghanistan will not make America safe or promote
world peace. We do need to encourage non-governmental humanitarian groups to educate the
uneducated, heal the sick and feed the hungry.

Sincerely,

o Moo~

Roger C. Johnson, Ph.D.
Professor of Physics and Computer Science
Bethel University
johnsonr@bethelu.edu

| 12760-4 '
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Washington, D.C, 20002
(202) 466-3234 phone
(202) 466-2587 fax

, americansunited@au.org

WWW.au.org

December 18, 2009

Robert M. Gates, Secretary

United States Department of Defense
1400 Defense Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301-1400

Re:  Tabernacle Baptist Church program at Fort Leonard Wood,
Missouri

Dear Secretary Gates:

We sent the attached letter regarding the “Free Day Away” program at Fort
Leonard Wood, Missouri to the Acting Inspector General of the Department of
Defense on July 23, 2008. - The letter eéxplained that Free Day Away, a program of

‘the Tabernacle Baptist Church of Lebanen, Missouri, violates the U.S.

Constitution because it results in coercion of soldiers to participate in church
services. The Free Day Away, one of only two days off available to soldiers
undergoing basic training at Fort Leonard Wood (the other is the day before
graduation, which is generally spent with family and guests), includes recreational
programs such as bowling, free food, and a compulsory church service at which
soldiers are told that they are all sinners who “must be saved now or go to helL.”

On August 12, 2008, Leonard Trahan, Jr., Director of the Defense Hotline, sent a letter to
Americans United stating that an inquiry about ﬂ.’lQ complaint would be conducted under Hotlme
case number 107973, As of December 14, 2009 the mvestlgauon was still Gpen, and the C
Department of Defense Hotline was not able to provxde any other mformanon o T

"~ On July 26,2008, the Commandmg General of the U.S. Aimy issuéd the attached

memorandum regarding “Guidance for Initial Entry Training (IET) Soldier Partxclpatlon in
Events Sponsored by Religious Organizations.” This memorandumi specified that “[w]hen IET
Soldiers are offered the opportunity to participate in activities or programs sponsored by a
religious organization, . . . they will be offered secular ‘personal time’ alternatives if they decide
not to participate. Personal time activities will not include barracks mamtenance or sitmilar
activities that offer Soldiers no meaningful choice.”

We understand that the Free Day Away program has been rénaméd “The Tabernacle

Baptist Church Retreat,” and that soldiers undergoing basic training at Fort Leonard Wood are
now told that the program is optional. While these changes lessen the coefcive nature of the
program, we are concerned that soldiers would still be coerced to participate if there were no
secular alternative.that. prowdes comparable benefits to the Church Retreat. Our understanding is
that the only “secular altemauye” oﬂ'ered to soldlers is free tlme at F ort Leonard Wood Soldlers
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who opt not to participate in the Church Retreat thus have no opportunity to leave the base or
enjoy recreational activities such as bowling or free food. If that is so, presenting soldiers with
such a choice still coerces them to participate in religious activities in violation of the
Establishment Clause of the First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution. See Santa Fe Indep. Sch.
Dist. v. Doe, 530 U.S. 290, 312 (2000) (prayer at high~-school-football games was coercive,
although attendance was voluntary, because the school could not ““exact religious conformity
from a student as the price’ of joining her classmates at a varsity football game™ (citation
omitted)); Lee v. Weisman, 505 U.S. 577, 587, 595 (1992) (prayer at high-school graduation
gives students “no alternative but to submit” to the prayer); Mellen v. Bunting, 327 F.3d 355,
371-72 (4th Cir. 2003) (holding that mealtime prayer at 2 public military college coerced cadets
into participating in a religious exercise even though the prayer was technically voluntary).

Accordingly, we ask that you investigate the “secular alternatives” to the Tabernacle
Baptist Church Retreat that are offered to soldiers undergoing basic training at Fort Leonard
Wood. If there are no secular alternatives that offer benefits comparable to those of the Church
Retreat and, thus, give soldiers a true choice as to whether to participate in religious activity, we
ask that you take steps to give soldiers a comparable secular alternative. For example, the
constitutional problem could be solved by providing soldiers who do not participate in the
Church Retreat transportation to a town that offers recreational opportunities similar to that of the
Retreat. If it is not possible to create a comparable secular alternative, we ask that you
discontinue the Church Retreat. Because of the importance of this matter, please respond to this
letter within 60 days. Thank you for your consideration, and feel free to contact Taryn Wilgus
Null at (202) 466-3234 or null@au.org if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

A

Ayesha Khan, Legal Director
Alex Luchenitser, Senior Litigation Counsel
Taryn Wilgus Null, Madison Fellow

cc:  John McHugh, Secretary
United States Army
1400 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1400




' North Carolina Conference of The United Methodist Church
1307 Glenwood Avenue; P.O. Box 10955

e Raleigh, North Carolina 27605
1-800-849-4433 or 919-832-9560 @ FAX 919-834-7989

Sue Ellen Nicholson, Director of Children, Youth and Young Adult Ministries
Extension 253; Email: senicholson@nccumc.org

Each year in July, for the past 58 years, high school students from United Methodist
Churches across eastern North Carolina have gathered for an event called ACS, Annual
Conference Scssion for Youth. One significant part of ACS is leg;lslatlve affairs. In legislative
affairs sessions, youth write resolutions on current issues that concern them The youth are
responsible for researching and writing the resolutions. The resolutions are then presented to the
total group and debated with a vote taken for final action on the resolution. Copies are then sent
to those in positions of leadership or public authority to respond to or do something about the
issue/concern addressed in the resolution. You are named to receive the enclosed resolution that
has been passed by the 58th Annual Conference Session of the United Methodist Youth
Fellowship of the North Carolina Conference of the United Methodist Church. We would be
pleased to hear of any follow-up action or response on your part to this issue/concern. There is
an ongoing resolutions committee that works with our Legislative Affairs Person in oversight of
this process throughout the year.

- On behalf'of the NC Conference United Methodist Youth: -~ . ™
2008-2009 Officers 2009-2010 Officers

- President; James Van Staalduinen Hannah McMillan
Secretary: Allison Soukup. -. - Jolean Brann
Legislative Affairs Person: BenLord = . - =.  Tory Soukup

Thank you for your atténtion to thls!
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Mission Statement: Making disciples for Jesus Ckn'.ﬂ...Equlppi;:g local churches for ministry. .}‘;mvlding a connection for ministry.




