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UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
2000 DEFENSE PENTAGON
WASHINGTON. D € 20301-2000

CT 92014

IC.A. Pound Human ldentification Lahoratory
of Anthropology, University of Florida
PO Box 103615
Gainesville, FL. 32610

L ——

Thank you for your letter in support of Dr, Thomas Holland and maintaining the integrity of the
scientific process at the Joint POW/MIA Accounting Command (JPAC). 1 have shared your lerter with
the Secretary of Defense.

In March 2014, Secretary Hagel direced changes to the way the Depastment of Defense (DoD)
conducts POW/MIA activities to increase the number of missing Service personnel accounted for and
ensure timely and accurate information is provided to their families. This included naming a forensic
pathologist from the Anned Forces Medical Examiner System as the lead for identifications and scientific
processes at a new Defense Agency for past conflict personnel accounting. These changes were informed
by the Govermment Accounting Office (GAQ), DoD Inspector General, and other DoD investigations and
findings.

The addition of the medical examiner integrates the new agency into the broader DoD forensic
enterprise and makes the process for past and current identifications the same, better enables
transportation of remains across imcmational and Stase boundaries, provides for making a legal finding
for death and identification, and opems the full assets of the Armed Forces Medical Examiner System to
this mission.

Your letter highlights some practical concerns with having a forensic pathologist lead a scientific
cffort that relics heavily on forensic anthropology. As we go forward the new agency will maintain the
scientific integrity of skeletal and dental remains anslysis by having an appropridlz scientific expert
(anthropologist, odontologist) conduct the analysis and report their findings to the medical examiner.
Additionally, we will maintain the professional qualifications of and provide for professional
development opportunities for all staff of the agency.

1 am dedicabed to seeing this transformation through in a way that builds on the strengths we have
in place and encourages continued innovation to serve the families of the missing in the best possible
way. The integrity of the scientific process within the JPAC is one of these strengths. Your concerns and
insights provide very useful ideas for how we can beter implement this transformation. !

Alisa Stack is for implementing the transformation effort. Please contact ber at
r(b)(6) ith any concerns or suggestions you may have during this process.

Sincerely, ~
Gl o o

o> Christine E. Wormuth

d U ﬂ
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UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
2000 DEFENSE PENTAGON
WASHINGTON D C 20301-2000

NCT 9204

»aticy

I The George Washington University Department of Anthropology
s Ho__.
2110 G Sireet, NW
Washington, DC 20052

Thank you for your letter in support of Dr. Thomas Holland and maintaining the integrity of the
scientific process at the Joint POW/MIA Accounting Command (JPAC). | have shared your letter with
the Secretary of Defense.

In March 2014, Secretary Hagel dicected changes to the way the Ocpartment of Defense (DoD)
conducts POW/MIA activities to increase the number of missing Service personnel accounted for and
ensure timely and accurate information is provided to their families. This included naming a forensic
pathologist from the Arined Forces Medical Examiner System as the lead for identifications and scientific
processes at a new Defense Agency for past conflict personnc] accounting. These changes were informed
by the Government Accounting Office (GAO), DoD Inspector General, and other DoD investigations and
findings.

The addition of the medical examiner integrates the new agency into the broader DoD forensic
enterprise and makes the process for past and current identifications the same, better enables
transportation of remains across international and State boundaries, provides for making a legal finding
for death and identification, and opens the full assets of the Arntined Forces Medical Examiner System to
this mission,

Your letter highlights some practica) concems with having a forensic pathologist lead a scientific
cffort that relics heavily on forensic anthropology. As we go forward the new agency will maintain the
scientific integrity of skeletal and dental remains analysis by having an appropriste scientific expert
(anthropologist, odontologist) conduct the analysis and report their findings to the medical examiner.
Additionally, we will maintain the professional qualifications of and provide for professional
development opportunities for all staff of the agency.

I am dedicated to seeing this transformation through in a way that builds on the strengths we have
in place and encourages continued innovation to serve the families of the missing in the best possible
way. The integrity of the scientific process within the JPAC is one of these strengths. Your concerns and
insights provide very useful ideas for how we can better implement this transformation.

i i  for implementing the transformation effort. Please contact her at
(b)(6) ith any concems or suggestions you may have during this process.




UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
2000 DEFENSE PENTAGON
WASHINGTON. D.C 20301-2000

roLICY 0CT 92014

(b)(6)

Thank you for your letter in support of Dr. Thomas Holland and maintaining the integrity
of the sciemtific process at the Joint POW/MIA Accounting Command (JPAC). [ have shared
your letter with the Secretary of Defense.

In March 2014, Secrctary Hage! directed changes to the way the Oepartment of Defense
(DoD) conducts POW/MIA activities to increase the number of missing Service personnel accounted
for and ensure timely and accurate information is provided to their families. This included naming a
forensic pathologist from the Armed Forces Medical Examiner System as the lead for identifications
and scientific processes at a new Defense Agency for past conflict personnel accounting. These
changes were informed by the Government Accounting Office (GAQ), DoD Inspector General. and
other DoD investigations and findings.

The addition of the medical examiner integrates the new agency into the broader DoD
forensic enterprise and makes the process for past and current identifications the same, better
enables transportation of cemains across international and State boundaries, provides for making
a legal finding for death and identification, and opens the full assets of the Armed Forces
Medical Examiner System to this mission.

Your letter highlights some practical concemns with having a forensic pathologist lead a
scientific effort that relies heavily on forensic anthropology. As we go forward the new agency
will mainsain the scientific integrity of skeletal and dental rernains analysis by having an
appropriate scientific expert (anthropologist, odontologist) conduct the analysis and report their
findings to the medical cxaminer. Additionally, we will maintain the professional qualifications
of and provide for professional development opportunities tor all staff of the agency.

| am dedicated 10 seeing this transformation through in a way that builds on the strengths
we have in place and encourages continued innovation to serve the families of the missing in the
best possible way. The integrity of the scientific process within the JPAC is one of these
strengths. Your concemns and insights provide very useful ideas for how we can better
implement this transformation.

Alisa Stack js my for implementing the transformation effort. Please contact her at
]with any concems or suggestions you may have during this process.




UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
2000 DEFENSE PENTAGON
WASHINGTON. D C 20301-2000

0CT 9204

Dear (D)(6)

Thank you for your letter in support of Dr. Thomas Holland and maintaining e integrity of the
scientific process at the Joint POW/MIA Accounting Command (JPAC). | have shared your letter with
the Secrwary of Defense.

in March 2014, Secretary Hagel directed changes to the way the Departroent of Defense (DoD)
conducts POW/MIA activities to increase the number of missing Service personnel accounted for and
ensure timely and accurate information is provided to their families. This included naminga forensic
pathologist from the Armed Forces Medical Examiner System as the lead for identifications and scientific
processes at a new Defense Agency for past conflict personnel accounting. These changes were informed
?_y the Government Accounting Office (GAQ), DoD Inspector General, and other DoD investigations and
indings,

The addition of the medical examiner integyates the new agency into the broader DoD forensic
enterprise and makes the process for past and current identifications the same, beticy enables
transportation of remains across international and State boundanes, provides for making a legal finding
for death and identification, and opens the full assets of the Armed Forces Medical Examiner System to
this mission.

Your letter highlights some practical concems with having a forensic pathologist lead a scientific
effort that relies heavily on forensic anthropology. As we go forward the new agency will maintain the
scientific integrity of skeletal and desta) remains analysis by having an appropriate scientific expert
(anthropologist, odontologist) conduct the analysis and report their findings to the medical examiner.
Additionally, we will maintin the professional qualifications of and provide for professional
development opportunities for all staff of the egency.

{ am dedicated to sceing this transfonnation tuough in a way that builds on the strengths we have
in place and encourages continued innovation to serve the families of the missing in the best possible
way. The integrity of the scientific process within the JPAC is one of these strengths. Your concemns and
insights provide very useful ideas for how we can better implement this transformation.

i i for implementing the transformation effort. Please contact her at
(b)(6) [with any cancems or Suggestions you may have during this process.
Sincerely, &—jr
(Rophe A A

Christine E. Wormuth

O
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Forensic Anthropology Center
Oepartunent of Anthropology
250 South Stadium Hall
Knoxville, TN 37996-0720

Thank you for your letter in support of Dr. Thomas Holland and maintaining the integrity of the
scientific process at the Joint POW/MIA Accounting Command (JPAC). | have shared your letter with
the Secretary of Defense.

In March 2014, Secretary Hagel directed changes to the way the Department of Defense (DoD)
conducts POW/MIA activities to incregse the number of missing Service personnel accounted for and
ensure timely and accurate information is provided to their families. This included naming a forensic
pathologist from the Armed Forces Medical Examiner System as the lead for identifications and scientific
processes at a new Defense Agency for past conflict personnel accounting. These changes were informed
by the Government Accounting Office (GAO), DoD Inspector General, and other DoD) investigations and
findings.

The addition of the medical examiner integraies the new agency into the broader DoD forensic
enterprise and makes the process for past and current identifications the same, better enables
transportation of remains across international and Stme boundaries, provides for making a legsl finding
for death and identification, and opens the full asscts of the Armned Forces Medical Examiner System to
this mission.

Your letter highlights some practical concems with having a forensic pathologist lead a scientific
effort that relies heavily on forensic anthropology. As we go forward the new agency will maintain the
scientific integrity of skeletal and dental remains analysis by having an appropriste scientific expert
(anthropologist, odontologist) conduct the enalysis and report their findings to the medical examiner.
Addiionally, we will maintain the professional qualifications of and provide for professional
development opportunities for all staff of the agency.

| am dedicated to seeing this transformation through in a way that builds on the strengths we have
in place and encourages continued innovation to serve the families of the missing in the best possible

way. The integrity of the scientific process within the JPAC is one of these strengths. Your concerns and
insights provide very uscful ideas for how we can better implement this transformation.

Alisa i rad for implementing the transformation effort. Please contact her at
(b)(6) ith any concems or suggestions you may have during this process.

%/ L Demll

Chnstmc E. Wormuth




TASK FORCE OMEGA, INC
14043 North 84th Dnve
Glendale, Anizona 85306-3705
Phone: 623+979-5651, FAX: 623+979-9471
E-mail. tfoinc@oox.net
Web Site: www taskforccomegairg og
Date: 26 August 2014

To: The Honorable Charles T. Hagel
United States Secretary of Defense
1400 Defensa Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1400
From:
Subject Central ldentification Laboratory
CC: Christine E. Warmuth, Under Secretary of Defense for Policy
Elissa B. Slotiun, Principal Deputy to Under Secretary
Alisa M. Stack, Direcr, PACT
Dear Mr. Secretary,

| am writmg to you todgy because You are both the

(b)(6)

For the @st three weeks | have bean wresting with the dilemma we all are facing, which i your pisnned resgucturing of
DPMO and JPAC. It has been a weicome situation on one hand; dificult and thomy on the other. Above all aise it has
become angerng becausse of how aspects of it are being manipulated by people in and out of govemment service.
Please allow me to elaborate. Dunng tha National Leagus of Families annual meeting, your three key personnel
invalved in this restructuning and who are copiad herein were introducsd to the families in attendsnce 8iong with a
szable list of foreign and domastic dignitanes in such a manner that your ladies were hidden in piain sight. We were

not afforded the opportunity to put a face with a name, let slone the reason at our Annual
Meeting. Further, most of us were not sware of the concered effort orchestrated ¢ 1 control who your
(b)(6)peop!e talked with and when thereby stacking the deck with her agenda items.
|

it is my understanding matDwggmbd your personnel talk with her handpicked family members to gathes their
commaents t the marger along with senior members of DPMO and shouid stay

o
Your key

stsered the rest of us. and that | find to be a pity because our voices desarve to be heard as well. Clearly

undorshnd_ - does not speak for a large number of Laague members including me.

(b)(6)

What | am most cancemed with In this restructuring is replacing Or Tom Holland with a military officer regardiees of
training and expanence who wilk automatically be replaced avery 18 months to 3 years by ancther military officer with
smmilar training and expanance. In reslity what this means is you are establishing a “revoiving door” process thal
ensunes just about the time your officer gets the CiL “just the way he wants it and he “understanda the skalets!
identification process,” ha wiill be replaced by a new officer still wet behind the CIL ears who will “reorganize the lab" to

his liking while imprinting his leadership techniques upon the lab's staff. This revolving door is a formula for disestar
with nothing of substance being accompimhad for those men and women we want to find and identify It took years to

break this dabilitating process. Now with the stroke of a pen you will reeatablish it - why?
[ L

0sSD010510-14
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From our perspective, the first res! steps taken to move the CiL out of the scientific dark ages in the ramains
idantification pracsss were taken in 1892 when Dr. Tom Holland was hired to be the lab's Forensic Director. In these
ensuing 22 years, and 48 a direct result of his steadfast dedication to his misgion, the CIL has become the most
imprassive state-of-the-art lab of its kind anywhere in the world. We are very proud that it is the “goid standard” every
other forensic lab tries to emulate no matter where in the world it is located. Thet is a direct result of Dr. Hollend’s
abeolute unrelenting devoton to our nation's POW/MIAs and the eteps thet must be teken to achieve solid
identifications. Now having said that, while the lab practices pure scence, or as pure 88 humanly possible, it is reliant
upan other USG agencies to provide it with a range of Information to aid it in understanding the 088 incident, foliow-on
case relaled data along with poliiticaily refevant information that has a beeng on this case and how evarything fits
together with the fractured and frequently limited forensic material in front of them. That information is only gs good as

those agances/entites wish to make it | i3 t0 be an absolute fact becauss manipulated inforrmation played an
important part in the lab's identfication mains.

That identification of remains i -1 combination of 5 bose testparts of
teeth recovered from the crash match the raphs fila. The taeth were racovered

along with 23 extremely small unidentifiable bone fragments that may or mey / ot be human. What Dr. Holland end his
staft were not privy to at the time was relevant survival information from dete of loss through the end of the war along
with documented mititary intelligence that he was one of some 28 American POWs tracked by name and prison camp
location in Laos between 1981 and 1984 by members of Spacial Forces Ostechment-Kores, the unit adsigned the
regponsibility of seeking out information regarding living POWsS anywhere in Southeast Asia by Presdent Ronald
Reagan. Further, not only was all of the live inteligence kept sway from those working his case at the leb, Mm

init@lty led to believe he rode his aircraft into the ground in a catastrophic crash and died in it, which ‘the
case at all. | wonder had Dr. Hokand and his ataft been provided all of the live intatiigance avaiabie i at
the time they were processing the remains recovered from this ciash site if it would have made a in

findings a8 issued in their Briefing Book. Pleese understand we are not the only family faced with this scenano. There
are over 100 other families who have dealt with similar circumstances and taken a similar stand to ours.

Are there obstucbonists invoived in =~ "~ -~~~ Military Casuaity Offices. etc? Most ceitainly. Besides Q Winfield,
one who immediately comes 0 mind will be retiring in the neer future, and |
for one am grataful for that. The Marine@ ....... deserve much betss than they've recaived at his hand. Case in point.
what family of Kenneth Plumadore. His sister was Kenny's Primary Next Of Kin. While she bsttied
wncemmmamnuheww to the level that within hours of Kenny being interred in
Arlington "Na tery, Pat died in a local DC hospital without attending hia funeral herself. Further, and the most
repfehensible aspect ¢ ~*' == ===__ _  between the US ** ' -~ ™ """ and the Piumadore family that should
have been carmed out :[vu not because of on the spot If you're intsrexstad

in more details beyond what you in the records, just ask. As r 8 we all deserve much better than we've
received at his hand.

Onmecivi;ian. - an obstuctionist  her own 1 would to’ ~ -grasp

=i af nae

[_ -? | recommend you and your staff explore in depth “The POW Warrior" _webaite
http:1/ mer wordpress.con/. You wilt find a variety of well documented in-depth articles ralating
the League and athers invoived with the League and other NGOs assocated with it. Ancther
obstructionist R f the Nationa! Alliance of Families. You will also find information .
and the Alliance on the ‘ wabsite. Please do not ever lose sight of the fact is
intentionally malicious white ’ distributes articles that may or may not have been propefly vetted

“~ were printad in the first plece ds fuel to the fire when she passss these articies along as fact
the informalion hersetf, r. excellent example of that involves the Stars and Stripes article

referencing "POW/MIA remains beiryg grossly mishandled by the CIL personnel who laft the transfer cases in a hangar
unatisnded — abendoned if you will — for an undetermined length of time.” Those ¥ansfer cases were empty, but the
story went out that *they held the remains of Amencan POW/MiAs that had been discarded in that hanger” and it was
all the Forensic Director's fault. If true, this would constitute an unforgivable defeliction of duty. That is something Dr.
Tom Holland would never atiow to happen. Not in this lifetime!

“Assassination 8y Rumor® is nothing new. It has besen around for millennia; however, in this case the character
assassination of Dr. Hodand harms nat only that fine man, it is Gausing immesasurable herm to the Centra! identification
Laboratory and, in tum, to all of our POW/MtAs from all wars who have yet to be recoveved end identified.

Both the League and tha Alliance have taken the stand that Vienam'a POW/MiIAs ghould be fully recovered
identified before those of any other war never mind that other wais and their massing matter just as much as




e T

takes it many steps further and with much gregter maliciousness. Those in govemmant serfvice dm:ﬂy
I in this issue fear her vindictiveness. They have every right to do so because o
crucified those who came before them who have had the courage of their convictions 2 : 'An H
excallent eample of that Is what she did to DASD Jerry Jonnh@ when she belitted, hammered, hounded and
maligned him terribly all because he had the audacity to tell her “no, the government Lrisfings would be handied by
government personnel, Not by her (during that years annual meeting).” Yhile, Jerry Jennings died yeers ago, Adrian

Cronauer workad in OPMO === and after this time can fili in many misging pieces. Baing retired means he
does not have to fear i rsharing the truth with you.

| don't know what Tom Molland's done © but | expect it can be samathing as simple as him
telling har thet the only way the lab has any chance of reaching that magic 200 dentifications per year thet has been
imposed on it is through recovering and identifying a substantsl number of other wars, particularly
WWII. Knrowing Tom | expsect he would

This is important, Mr. Hegel, because | (6)

ingredient in why hig position as the lab'a Forensic Director is being terminated.

I do know this: There is no question thak all aspects of forensic ecience practiced at the CIL is exceptonal and light
years aheed of every other iab of its kind in the world. Further, all work at the CIL is handied in a timety manser with all
of the checks-and-balances in place 1o ensure nothing is out of piace or left to chence. We have Dr. Holland and only
Dr. Holiand to thaswk for how the iab is managed and identifications made.

A ottica question, Sir Why are you pianning to replace a highly trained. experienced and dedicated forensic
anthropalogist who is responsible for bringing the CIL up to the siate-of-the-art taciity that it is today and who i highly
respectad and honared by his pears both hera and abroad with 8 medical examiner whose time at the 1ab will be iimitad
at best? These are two very different scientific fialds that are in no way intarchangeable. | belisve this reality has been
pointad out 10 you by experts in both sciantific fields. Likewise, there is no doudt in my mind that by comingling these
two unreisted sciencas, it will not increase the number of real identifications made, but | fesr it will echuslly tum the
entire identification process on its head|

Ancther related queston: Do you went scientificaly accurata identifications thal will withstand closs examinadon under
the proverbial microscope or do you want skeistal remains wrongly identified because » science thst is not capabie of
idantifying skalelal reamaing has bean implemenisd and has failed miserably? That is precisely what will happen if you
put a medical examiner in charge of a forensic aboratory!

in the end if you choose to replace Dr Holland, plasse wait at least untl 1 January 2018 if not well iniD 2016 so thal he
has the needad time 1o prepare important procedural manuals — those all important *how 10's” thaet he has lesmed
through years of hands-on trial-and-emor expenencs that has served him wel and has been deveioped along the way
during these past 22 yaars. These are elemants that will be critical %o whoever steps into his siot in the fture. Clearty
understand | am not asking this for Tom Holland's sake. | am making this request of you on behalf of all POW/MIAS
and their families. We need Tom Holand 10 remain in place because he is absoksely the most qualified forenaic
anthropologist let alone medical examiner svailable anywhere in the world today.

Now having saii that, if you choose not 4o retain Dr. Holland at the CIL, then please give him the time needed to
prepare for a responsibie tumover to his replacement no matter who it is. This way your new team will not have to fish
around for information retated to how to accomplish varous tasks while trying 10 reinvent thew own brand of a CIL
wheel,

One final abservation; Like @il militaty personne): our prisoners and missing signed the same blank check you did to our
nation “for payment up to and including my life’ before each one of them vanished irito the shadow wortd of POW/M!As.
They deserve our very best offurts. Tom Holland fulfils that promise because his very best effort as the Forensic
Oirector of Identification what our mssing countrymean and womaen requine.

(b)(6)
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OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

2000 DEFENSE PENTAGON
WASHINGTON, DC 20001-2000

APR - 92014

POLICY

The Honorable Christopher S. Murphy
United States Senate
Waeshington, DC 20510

Dear Seundtor Murphy:

Thank you for your Merch 6, 2014, letter requesting the disinterment of remains in
caskats believed to contain the remains of 22 service members who were killed while serving on
USS Ohlahoma during the attack on Pearl Harbor on Decanber 7, 1941. | have been askad to

respond on behalf of Secretary Hagel.

I discussed this matter with Secretary Hagel. As part of the recently announced
restructuring of the personnel accounting community, he directed that [ conduct a review of the
issue of accounting for service members killed while serving on USS Oklghoma. Based on this
review, [ will make recommendanions on how to proceed on the issue of further disinterment of
the unknowns from USS Oklahoma. 1 will provide you an update on this issue after the review is
complete.

Accounting for these unknown personnel is important to the Departinent, and I
understand the families’ interests in finding out the fate of their missing loved ones. I greatly
appreciate your strong support for our service members and their families.

Sincere

1 D. Lumpkin
Assistant Secremary of Defense
Special Operations/Low Intensity Conflict
Performing the Duties of the Under Sccretary of
Defense for Policy

BSHARR g

08D002248-14




OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301-2000

APR - 92014

The Honorable Kelly A. Ayotte
Uniwd States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senasor Ayotte:

Thank you for your March 6, 2014, letter requesting the disinterment of remains in
caskets believed to contain the remains of 22 service members who were killed while serving on
USS Oklahoma during the attack on Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941. I have been asked to
respond on behalf of Secretary Hagel.

I discussed this matter with Secrctary Hagel. As part of the cecently announced
restructuring of the personnel accounting community, he directed thst I conduct a review of the
issue of accounting for service members hilled while serving on USS Oklohoma. Based on this
review, | will make recommendations on how to proceed on the issue of further disinterment of
the unknowns from USS Oklahoma. 1 will provide you an update on this issue after the review is
complete.

Accounting for these unknown pevsonnel is important to the Department, and I
understand the families’ interesis in finding out the fate of their missing loved ones. I greatly
appreciate your strong support for our service members and their families.

Sincere

I D. Lumpkin
Assistant Secretary of Defense
Special Operations/Low Intensity Conflict
Performing the Duties of the Under Secretary of
Defense for Policy




OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

2000 DEFENSE PENTAGON
WASHINGTON, DC 20301-2000

APR - 9204

The Honorable Jerry Moran
United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Moran:

Thank you for your March 6, 2014, |etter requesting the disinterment of remains in
caskets believed to contain the remains of 22 service members who were killed while serving on
USS Oklahoma during the sttack on Pear]l Hardor on December 7, 1941. 1 have been asked to

respond on behalf of Seceetary Hagel.

I discussed this matter with Secrewry Hagel. As part of the recently announced
resmrucaring of the personnel accounting community, he directed that I conduct a review of the
issue of accounting for service members killed while serving on USS Oblahoma. Based on this
ceview, 1 will make recommendations on how to proceed on the issue of further disinterment of
the unknowns from USS Oklahoma. 1will provide you an update on this issue after the review is

complete,

Accounting for these unknown personnel is important to the Department, and 1
understand the families’ interests in finding out the fate of their missing loved ones. 1 greatly
eppreciate your strong support for our service members and their families.

Sincerely,

1 D, Lumpkin
Assistant Secretary of Defense
Special Operations/Low Intensity Conflict
Performing the Duties of the Under Secretary of
Defense for Policy




OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

2000 DEFENSE PENTAGON
WASHINGTON, DC 20301 -2000

APR - 92014

The Honorable Richard Blumenthal
United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Blumenthal:

Thank you for your March 6, 2014, letter requesting the disintcrment of remains in
caskets believed to contain the remains of 22 service members who were killed while serving on
USS Okiahoma during the attack on Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941. I have been asked to
respond on behalf of Secretary Hagel.

I discussed this master with Secretary Hagel. As part of the recently announced
restructuring of the personnel accounting community, he directed that I conduct areview of the
issue of accounting for service members killed while serving on USS Okiahoma, Based on this
review, 1 will make recommendations on how to proceed on the issue of further disinterment of
the unknowns from U/SS Oklahoma. 1 will provide you an update on this issuc after the review is
complete.

Accounting for these unknown personnel is important to the Ocpartnent, and |

wnderstand the families’ interests in finding out the fate of their missing loved ones. I greatly
appreciate your strang support for our service members and their families.

Sincerely,

ichael D. Lumpkin
Assigtant Secretary of Defense
Special Opermions/Low [nteasity Copflict
Performing the Duties of the Under Seccetary of
Defense for Policy




OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

2000 DEFENSE PENTAGON
WASMINGTON, DC 20301 -2000

APR - 92014

The Honomble Ron Johnson
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Johnson:

Thank you for your Masrch 6, 2014, letter requesting the disinterment of cemains in
caskets believed to coatain the remains of 22 service members who were killed while serving on
USS Okiahoma during the attackon Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941. 1 have been asked to
respond on behalf of Secretary Hagel.

I discussed this matter with Secretary Hagel. As part of the recently announced
restructuring of the personnel accounting community, he diracted that I conduct a review of the
issue of accounting for service members killed while serving on USS Oklahoma. Based on this
review, [ will make recommendations on how to procead on the issue of further disinterment of
the unknowns from USS Okiohoma. | will provide you an update on this issue after the review is
complete.

Accounting for these unknown personnel is important to the Department, and
underswand the families’ interesa in finding out the fate of their missing loved ones. I greatly
appreciate your strong support for our service members and their families.

Sincerel
//

1 D. Lumpkin
Assistant Secretary of Defense
Special Operatians/Low Intensity Conflict
Performing the Duties of the Under Secrewary of
Defense for Policy




OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
WASHINGTON, D.C, 20301-2000

APR - 92014

The Honorable Michael F. Bennet
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Bennet:

Thank you for your March 6, 2014, letter requesting the disimterment of remains in
caskets believed to contain the remains of 22 service members who were killed while serving on
USS Oklahoma during the attack on Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941. 1 have been asked to

cespoad on behalf of Seceetary Hagel.

I discussed this matter with Secretary Hagel. As part of the recently announced
restruchming of the persoanel accounting cammunity, he directed that I conduct a ceview of the
issue of accounting for service members killed while serving on USS Okighoma. Besed on this
review, [ will make recommendations on how % proceed on the issue of further disinterment of
the unlnowns from USS Oklahoma. 1 will provide you an update on this issue after the review is
complete, '

Accounting for these unlnown personnel is important to the Ocpartment, and I
understand the families’ interests in finding out the fate of their missing loved ones. I greatly
appreciase your strong support for our service members and their families,

Sincerely,

| D. Lumpkin
Assistant Secretary of Defense
Special Operations/Low Intensity Conflict
Performing the Duties of the Under Secretary of
Defense for Policy




OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

2000 DEFENSE PENTAGON
WASHINGTON, DC 20301 -2000

APR - 9204

The Honorable Mark Udall
United Swates Senate

Washington, DC 20510
Dear Senator Udal):

Thank you for your March 6, 2014, letier requesting the disinterment of remains in
caskets believed 10 contain the remains of 22 service members who were killed while serving on
USS Okiahoma during the attack on Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941. I have been asked to

respond on behalf of Seccctary Hagel.

[ discussed this mater with Secretary Hagel. As part of the recently announced
restructuring of the personnel accounting conummity, he directed that I conduct a review of the
issue of accounting for service members killed while serving on USS Okiahoma. Based on this
review, | will make recommendations on how to proceed on the issue of further disinterment of
the unknowns from USS Okiahoma. | will provide you an update on this issue after the review is
complete.

Accounting for these unknown personael is impoctant to the Department, and |
understand the @miliey’ interests in finding out the fate of their missing loved ones. [ greatly
appreciate your sarong support for our service members and their families.

Sincerely,

chael D. Lumpkin
Assistant Secretary of Defense
Special Operations/Low Inteasity Conflict
Performing the Duties of the Under Secretary of
Defense for Policy




OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

2000 DEFENSE PENTAGON
WASIHINGTON, DC 20301 -2000

APR -9 2014

The Honorable Saxtyy Chambliss
United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510
Dear Senator Chambliss:

Thank you for your March 6, 2014, letter requesting the disinterment of remeins in
caskets believed to contain the remains of 22 service members who were lilled while serving on
USS Oklahoma duting the attack on Pear] Harbor on December 7, 1941. [ have been asked to

respond on behalf of Secretary Hagel.

I discussed this matter with Secretary Hagel. As part of the recegtly announced
cstucnaring of the personnel accounting community, he directed that I conduct a review of the
issue of accounting for service members killed while serving on USS Okakoma. Based on this
review, [ will make recommendations on how to groceed on the issue of further disintermeat of
the unknowns from USS Okiahoma. [ will provide you an update on this issue after the review is

coaplete.

Accounting for these unknown personnel is important to the Department, and |
understand the families’ interests in finding out the fate of their missing loved ones. I greatly
appreciate your srong support for our service members and their (amilies.

Sincerely,

chasl D. Lumpkin
Assistant Secretary of Defense
Special Operetians/Low Inteasity Conflict
Performing the Duties of the Under Searetary of
Defense for Policy




OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

2000 DEFENSE PENTAGON
WASHINGTON, DC 20301 -2000

APR - 92ni4

The Honoradle Benjamin L. Cardin
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Cardin:

Thank you for your March 6, 2014, letter requesting the disinterment of remains in
caskets believed to contain the ceraains of 22 service members who were killed while serving on
USS Oklahoma during the attack on Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941. 1 have been asked to
respond on behalf of Secretary Hagel.

I discussed this matter with Secretary Hagel. As part of the recently announced
restructuring of the personnel accounting commuaity, be directed that | conduct a review of the
issue of accounting for service members killed while serving on USS OMahoma. Based on this
review, | will make recommendatioas on bow to proceed on the issuc of further disinterment of
the unknowns from USS Oklahoma. 1 will provide you an update on this issue afier the review is
complete.

Accounting for these unknown personnel is important to the Department, and |
understand the families’ interests in finding out the fate of their missing loved ones, 1 greatly
appreciate your strang support for our service members and their families.

Siocerely,

thael D. Lumplan
Assistant Secretary of Defense
Special Operations/Low Intensity Conflict
Performing the Duties of the Under Secretary of
Defense for Policy




OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301-2000

i APR - 92014

The Honorable Rob Portman
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senstor Portman:

Thank you for your March 6, 2014, letter requesting the disinterment of remains in
caskets believed to contain the remains of 22 service members who were killed while serving on
USS Oklahoma during the attack on Pear] Harbor on Decemnber 7, 1941. 1 have been asked to
cespond on behalf of Secretary Hagel.

I discussed this matter with Secretary Hagel, As part of the recently announced
cegnucturing of the personnel accounting community, he directed that [ conduct a review of the
issue of accounting for service members killed while serving on USS Oklahoma. Based on this
review, | will make recommendasions on how to proceed on the issue of further disinterment of
the unknowns from USS Oklahoma. 1 will provide you an update on this issue after the review is
complete,

Accounsing for these unnown personnel is important to the Deparbnent, and |
understand the families’ interests in finding out the fate of their missing loved ones, I greatly
appreciate your strong support for our service members and their families.

Assistant Secrewry of Defense
Special Operations/Low Intensity Conflict
Performing the Duties of the Under Secretary of
Defense for Policy




OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301-2000

APR - 9204

The Honorable Charles E. Schumer
United Staes Scnate

Washington, DC 20510
Desr Senator Schumer:

Thank you for your March 6, 2014, letter requesting the disinierment of remains in
caskexs believed to contain the remains of 22 service members who were killed while serving on
USS Oklahoma during the attack on Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941. 1 have been asked to

respond on behalf of Seccetary Hagel.

1 discussed this matter with Secretary Hagel. As part of the receatly announced
restructuring of the persoanel accouniing community, he directed that I conduct a review of the
issue of accounting for service members killed while sexving on USS Oklahoma. Based on this
review, I will make recommendations on how to proceed on the issue of further disinyerment of
the unknowns from USS Oklahoma. 1 will provide you an update on this issue after the review is

complete.
Accounting for these unknown personnel is important to the Department, and 1

undecstand the families’ interests in finding owt the fate of their missing loved ones. I greatly
appreciate your strong support for our service members and their families.

Sincaely,

S—
1 D. Lumpkin
Assistant Sectetary of Defense
Special Operstions’ ow Intensity Coaflict
Performing the Duties of the Under Secretary of
Defense for Policy




OFFICE OF THE WUNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301-2000

APR - 92014

The Honorahle Mark S. Kirk
United Stases Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Kirk:

Thank you for your March 6, 2014, letter requesting the disinterment of remaias in
caskets believed to contain the remains of 22 service members who were killed while serving on
USS Oklahoma during the uttack on Pearl Harbor on Decamber 7, 1941. 1 have been asked to
respond on behalf of Secretary Hagel.

I discussed this matter with Secretary Hagel. As pavt of the recently announced
restrucamng of the personnel accounting community, be directed that I conduct a review of the
issue of accounting for service members killed while serving on USS Oblahoma. Based on this
review, ] will make recommendations on how o proceed on the issue of further disinterment of
the unknowns from USS Okiahoma. 1 will provide you an update on this issue after the ceview is
complete.

Accounting for these unkpown personnel is important to the Dcpartient, and I
understand the familics’ interests in finding out the fate of their missing loved oncs. 1 greatly
appreciate your strong support for our service members and their families.

Sincerely,

1 D. Lumpkin
Assistant Secretary of Defense
Special Operasions/Low Intensity Conilict
Performing the Duties of the Under Secretary of
Defense for Policy




OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301-2000

APR - 9204

The Honorable Lisa Murkowsle
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Murkowski:

Thank you for your March 6, 2014, letter requesting the disnterment of remeios in
cagkets believed to contain the remains of 22 service members who were lilled while serving on
USS Okdahoma during the attack on Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941. I have been asked to

respand on behalf of Secretary Hagel.

I discussed this matter with Searctary Hagel. As part of the recently announced
csstrucuning of the personnel accounting coramunity, he directed that I conduct a review of the
issuc of accounting for service members Milled while serving on USS Okighoma. Based on this
review, [ will make recommendations on how to proceed on the issue of further disinterment of
the unknowns from USS OMahoma. 1will provide you an update on this issue after the review is
complete.

Accounting for these unknown personnel is important % the Deparoent, and |
undarstand the families’ interests in finding out the fate of their missing Joved ones. I greatly
apreciate your strong support for our service members and their families.

Sincerely,

M
e

chael D. Lumpkin
Assistant Secretary of Defense
Special Operations/Low Intensity Couflict
Performing the Duties of the Under Secretary of
Oefense for Policy




OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
WASHINGTON, 0.C. 20301-2000

APR - 92014

The Honorable Thad Cochran
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Cochran:

Thank you for your March 6, 2014, {etter requesting the disinmerment of remains in
caskets believed to contain the remains of 22 service members who were killed while serving on
USS Oklahoma during the attack oo Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941. I have been asked to
respond on behalf of Secretary Hagel.

I discussed this mamer with Secretary Hagel. As part of the recently announced
resthucturing of the persoanel accounting community, he directed that 1 conduct a review ofthe
issue of accounting for service members killed while serving on USS Oklahoma. Based on this
review, | will make recommendasions on how to proceed on the issue of further disintarment of
the unknowns from USS Okiahoma. 1 will provide you an update onthis issue after the review is
complete.

Accouniing for these unknown personnel is important to the Deparement, and |
understand the families’ interests in finding out the fate of their missing loved ones. | grealy
appreciate your strong support for our service members and their families.

Sincerely,

chael D. Lumpkin
Assistant Secretary of Defease
Special Operations/Low Intensity Conflict
Performing the Duties of the Under Secretary of
Defense for Policy




OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301-2000

APR ~ 92014

The Honorable Jeanne Shsheen
United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510
Dear Senator Shaheen:

Thank you for your March 6, 2014, letter requesting the disinterment of remains in
caskets belicved to contain the remains of 22 service members who were killed while serving on
USS Oklahoma during the attack on Peard Harbor on December 7, 1941. [ have been asked to
respond on behalf of Secretary Hagel.

[ discussed this matter with Secretary Hagel. As part of the recently announced
restructuning of the personnel accounting community, he directed that I conduct a review of the
issue of accounting for service members killed while scrving on USS Oklahomo. Based on this
ceview, [ will make recommendations on how to proceed on the issue of further disinterment of
the unknowns from USS Oklahoma. [ will provide you an update on this issue after the review is
complete.

Accounting for theae unknown personnel is impurtant to the Department, and [
understand the families’ inkerests in finding out the fate of their missing loved ones. [ greatly
appreciate your strong support for our service members and their familics.

Siacerely,

1 D. Lumpkin
Assistant Secretary of Defense
Special Operatigns/Low Intensity Conflict
Performing the Duties of the Under Secretary of
Defease for Policy




Alnited Diates Henate

March 6, 2014 WASHINGTON, DC 20510

The Honorable Chuck Hagel
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1300

Dear Secretary Hagel:

We are writing on behalf of our constituents, the relatives of 21 men who lost their lives during
the attack on Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941 and all Amencans. These families have sought
our assistance in the effort to have the bodies of their loved ones exhumed so they can receive a
proper burial in their community or be buried in a marked grave in Hawaii.

All 21 men were killed, along with 408 other sailors, when the U.S.S. @klahoma was torpedoed
during the attack on Pearl Harbor. In 1943, when the Oklahoma was salvaged and raised, the
remains of the sailors classified as “unknown™ were buried in the National Memorial Cemetery
of the Pacific in Hawaii. For nearly 70 years, the family members of these men never knew the
final resting place of their loved ones.

In 2003, using military records and personnel files, a historian for the Pearl Harbor Survivors
Association named Ray Emory ascertained the identities of 27 men killed on the Oklahoma
previously listed as “unknown.” After Mr. Emory’s research was shared with the Department of
Defense, scientists from the Central Identification Laboratory of the Joint POW/MIA Accounting
Command (JPAC) exhumed the coffin from grave P-1002 at the National Memorial Cemetery of
the Pacific. Between 2003 and 2008, with the help of Mr. Emory’s research and the families of
the five men buried at P-1002, JPAC correctly identified all five men in the coffin (Lawrence A.
Boxrucker, Eldon P. Wyman, Irvin A.R. Thompson, Charles H. Swanson, and Gerald G.
Lehman), and their remains were retumed to their respective families for burial.

Once Mr. Emory’s research was validated by the corsect identification of the men buried in P-
1002, he enlisted the help of Bob Valley from USS Oklahoma Family, Inc. to track down the
next of kin for the remaining 22 men. Mr. Valley was able to find contact inf ormation for 21 of
the 22 men and alerted them of Mr. Emory*s work. Since then, they have lobbied various
govemment agencies for the retum of their loved one.
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According to Mr. Emory’s research, these 22 men are buried at the National Memorial Cemetery
of the Pacific in five caskets in three graves: P-100t, P-1003, and P-0989.

[t is our understanding that the JPAC Central Identification Laboratory has applied for
permission 10 recover and identify the remains buried in the remaining “'unknown” caskets.

We respectfully ask that the Department of Defense grant the JPAC Central [dentification
Laboratory’s request to exhume the five “unknown™ caskets and identity the remains. The brave
men who died protecting our great nation at Pear] Harbor deserve a final resting place of their
families’ choosing. We request that their remains be released to their family so that they may be
interred according to their wishes.

Please keep our offices updated about any developments in this matter, Thank you for your
consideration of this request.

Sincerely,

]
RISTOPHER S, MURPH KEL® A AYOTTE
United States Senater United States Senator
Z;ff - moto«\ MA“'&
JERRY MORAN RICHARD BLUMENTHAL
United States Senaior United Smtes Senator

M - B

MICHAEL F. BENNET
United States Senator




o0 Ups

MARK UDALL CHAMBLISS
United States Senator t tates Senator
BENJAMIN L. CARDIN ROB FORTMAN
United States Senator United States Scnator

CHARLES E. SCHUMER

United States Senator United States Senater
LISA MURKOWSK.| THAD COCHRAN
United States Senator United States Senator

JEANNE SHAH%EN

United States Senator

cc: The Honorable John McHugh, Secretary of the Army
The Honorable Ray Mabus, Secretary of the Navy
The Honorable Eric Shinseki, Secretary of Veterans Affairs

"






