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REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES } Auihoris /s]/’/p_) /Zx/ /
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HEADQUARTERS
UNITED STATES ARMY FORCES, FAR EAST (ADY)
Office of the Assistant Chief of Stoff G2, Intelligence -

e i '
{"Y()/ £ APO 500 7,
SCD

€

SUBJECT: Possible Detentinn of UR (US) by the Enemy

TO: Assistent Chisrf af Staft . J.:‘
Far Eest Command
APG 500

008

LI

1. Inclosed is informstion pertsining ton US personnel known to have-

been alive and under commuinist control in Mey 1¢53.
nnt yet heen repatristed.

These individuels heve

2. The information perteining to the five US sirmen ('Inrzl #1) hss
previouvsly beesn nsssed to UNCMAC. Inelosure #2 sonctitutes the firat re-

rort on lst Lt Leonard ., Button.

W/M

2 Inels RICEARD CCLLIKSG, 1'.
a/s Colonel, Genernl Stsff
» Agssistent Chief of Staff,
Reviewed by DPMO

2

IAW 50 USC 435 Note & DOD 5400.7-R

Date: 0 9 BEC 19%8nitials:

0101
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ODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES g
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LOCATION AED IDENTIFICATION OF 1ST LT. LEGNARD W. BUTTON

1. On 8 ¥ay 1953, 1st Lt. Leonard ¥, 3utton, 02263234, Infantry,
United States Army, was capturcd by KA Security Forces, in the general
vicinity of TAH'CHON (DV 9338), while overtly launching intelligence
agents into Morth Korea. At the time of his capture he was dressed in
US Armyr ficld uniform and wore anpropriate insifnia denoting hiz grade
and hiranech.

ince *he Armis-—

&

2. Interrogation of certain refugees and returnees s
tice has revealed the following information rela%ive to Lt, Zutben.

a, Park Suk TAZ, vhile sexrving with the Jth ROK Div,, was cap~
tured by the CCF on 17 Febh 1251, and was .,ent to the ¥ine Hountain Prison
Zam in Hapuang. The subject frequently was transaorted to various areas

for fara work, and “hile on a trip from “hi-ju to Haesong, the subject
was acensed of distriduting leaflets from the hack of the triuck 2nd was
consequently imprisonsd in Pyongyang on 19 May 1753 Lo amait trial,

Cn 20 ’fay 1933, another prisoner, named FHIN YA S‘J was placed in
the cell with Park. This new prisoner stated that he and an American Lt.,
for whom he had worked as an interpreter, had just been captiured., The
following day, 21 ¥ay 1953, #he intervreter pointad ou% an American, sho
had just ‘entered the jail in the co.ﬂoany of I or 5 Xoreans, 2s his foraer
cO, . ' ’

Pax vk s Lated that although he saw the American several times and even
heard his name mentioned once, due to the darkness prevailing in the jail
he was unable to give an accurate description of the Lt., and is also
unable to recall his name. Yhe subject was instructed, however, by SHIN
ilf¥ 53, to remember the dates and circumstances of the incident even :Li‘

ne i‘or get the rest.

SHIM HAY & was +r-ed by the hni,tr of Social Jecurity and was
sentenced to seventeen years imorisonment. Tne Lb, was also wried by the
XHnistry of social Secuarity but his sentence is uninowm., e Koreans

cantiared with the Li. were not to be tried until their i‘arailie:. who were

LS

residents of Horth Forea were contacted,

b, Other 3South }oreaﬁ arents who were in confinement at the
] with Park Sulr TAR at #his time, confirned the deu«.lla of the

same jia
Le's captare. They were Fak 3ung HAX and Kim {full name unknowm). %heir
story 1s as follows: : '

"PAE SG HAK and KIH were lawnched from YODO in “he latter nart
of x.pr:,l and were appreliended Ly the WEA soon thereafter. - Unon interroga-
tion, the two agents told the HK's their mizsion, unit designation, pick
wp Yime, and recognition signals. As a result of this information, vhen

Page 4 Of _Z Pages
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the American Lt. approached the shore in a szall boat for the nre-arranged
apgent pick up, the NXA were waiting for him. “hen challenged, the L%,
tried Lo swin to safety, but he and L or 5 of his compaanions were cap-
tured," .

3. Sulr Yong 500, one of ths guards captarad wi

1 the Lt. 21350 zon-
Zirned the story of the two agents. -

. -

4, Since the feregoing informmtion coincides perfectly with detail;
Siven by other memders of %he launching narty tvho were not capiured, and
Li. Mition was seen and identified alive on 21 lav 1953 znd farther was
renortedly iried 2nd sentenced by the “Anisiry of 3ocizl Zecurity there
is an cwecellant chence that Li, 2utton is alive 2nd in ihe hands of he
R anthorities 2% 2 2en2l institation. '

5. Informetion conteinedé in the file of G2 :F:E corfirms thst Lt
Button, zn inte:lizence nroject officer besed on the Islend of Yodo in
Jornsen Herbor, -es renorted 1h Fgy £3 to be missipg in zction since 12 Lay
1655 wher he feiled to return from en egent leunching mission.

h
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BCURITY INFORMATION
' COPY

DECLASSIFIED IN FULL
DECLASSIFIED IN PART
EXEMPT
RD/FRD 0
;EFE::EQ IN FULL: 99
0 AGENCY;

CIA,DIA ECOM,JC

ABMY DECLASSIFICATION ACTIVITY

1366
294
2]

LR I S,

i

CASUALTY (OR NOUBATILL) KSPOLT

0 " . —“%
' ﬁa&hz_i.lty 29 Nonbattle [/ / Initial XX/ Supplemental 7/
P 1. Last Name First liame Kiddle Initial 2. Service Iumber 3, Race
'qjg ~BUTTON,  Leonard Hle 02263284 Can
" YT Grade—{ 5, Branch |[6. E/R Designation of Unit 7. Years for Pay |S8. Add, Pay |
AR 7
O 1st I Inf 8240 th  Army Upit 9 years Jione
9. §ta§psf' 30, Date | 1l. Place 12. Date of Ii/R Entry | 13. Line of Duty -
! 13 Hay 195B K 1/ May 1953 O
HTA 7 Final // Great / /

1%, Circumstances, Diagnosis & Remarks

Officer landed Wi
beach along the east coast of M

firing was heard by observers s
shortly afterwardse.
The waiting ship was then
south %o get out of range.
¥ay 1953, searching the area ?%th

The ship remal

th six Korean personnel at approx
lorth Korea, located at DV9978,

in a .highly classified intelligence mission. 4l :
tanding offshore irn a ship;

L few mirnutes later small arms a

subjected to mortar fire and r
ned in the area until 0900 hours, 14

t results. Wo redults have been reported from*

imately 2130 hours on a
Officer was engaged
AT Approximately 2230 hours PPSE
hand grenades were heard
nd mortars were also heard.
was Torced to move 200 yards

i

K

i 15, Witnesses - Hame Grade Service No, Unit

; Jio Dong Sik /A N/& ; 82/0th AU

! Joo Jae Yong N/A N/A 8240th AU

I

! 16. Emergency Addressee - Name Address Relationship
Father

i | Leonard Button

Route 1, Viola, Arkansas

| 17, Name & Grade of Officer Preparing Report
HAROLD W, GLEASON, JR., lst Lt, AGC

18, Signature
Harold W. Gleason Jr,

19, Preparing

Organlzation Report Checked Through Following Headquarters
FEC/ID(K e
8246%h$£% 20, Headquarters 2l. Headquarters 22, GHQ- FEC
; _ AP0 301 Eighth US Army
% APO 301
? :Date Prepared Date Date
F 1/ May 1953 16 May 1953

Control No, Control No.

Control Ho.
61513 -

Date Admitted Hospital Officer's Initizls

(For Hospital Use Only)

Officer's Initials
EX

FEC AGO Form Mo, 2414-1 |

Hs 27 ‘
L SPY-OEF 227 Dot s, Lomnb Y EY
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i DECLASSIFIED IN FULL 1386
. DECLASSIFIED IN PART 294

5 EXEMPT 0
. RD/FRD 0
: REFERAED IN FULL: 99

{ REFERRED AGENCY:
/ CIA,DIA,ECDM,IC

ARMY DECLASSIFICATION ACTIVITY

¥a subsequent naval search, Officer was not in hagardous dut®.

e e e s
e

S‘bh ARMY NOTE: VITNESSES LISTED IE ITEK 15 VERE NOT MEMBERS OF LANDING
' PARTY, NO IEKBERS OF LANDING PARTY RETURKNED, THERE ARE
o B¥L WITHESSES, STATUS CHANGED TO MIA BASED ON

G,{?fRCUI’ [ANCES 1IN ITEM 14. CAPITAL IETTER PPSH REFERS

oeF TOGMTYPE OF RUSSIAN GUR.
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DEPARTMENT. OF THE ARMY
OFFICE OF THE WARTARMASTER GE'E AL
EMORIAL DIVISION
Washington 2%, D, C.

A Board of Officers 2ppointed by paragraph 1, Division Urder No, 2%, dated

27 October 1955 (eopy sttached) convened at 1000 hours, 16 Jenuary 1956 |

for the purpose of reviewing all relevant data pertdining to unresolved casualties
of the late Korean Conflict and, after considering the pertinent facters involved

as ontlined Below, duly spproved Findings of Nonrecoverability of Remains in the

BUTTON, Leonard W. 1st Lt. 0 2 263 284

case of

American Graves Registration personnel have concluded thorough and systematic
search and recovery operations in all &f South Korea, Although these
operations effected the recovery of many United States deceased
servicemen, the seirch wes unsuccessful insofar as this particular
individual is concerned. Area Clearance Certificates have been received
for all of Jouth Korea, and an applicable Certificate of donrecover-
ability for this decedent has been furnished by the Overseas Command,

Available evidence indicates that many of the casualties which are carried
on the records of the Department of Defense 3s missing in action in
South Korea were actually captured and transported to North Korea where
they subsequently died; however, specific information is lacking as to
the number, identity or circumstances surrcunding their disappearance,

Shortly after cessation of hostilities in 1953, arrangements were made
vetween representatives of the opposing forces to permit search and
recovery operations in the Demilitarized Zone for a limited period
of forty-five (L5) days., Within the restrictions imposed, as complete
3 search as possible was made and some remains were recovered. Entry
into the Demilitarized Zone by cither side for sezrch and recovery
operations has not been permitted since that pericd,

In September 1954, the United Nations Military Armistice Commission and the
Communists concluded negotiaticns regarding the recovery of those
deceased sarvicemen who were interred in territory under the control
of the opposing forces. As a result of these negotiations, disinterw
ments were accomplished by the occupant of the territory and a mutual
exchange of remains was subsequently effected, The agreement did not
permit elther side to enter the territory of the opposing side to
corduct search and recovery operatinrs., Although the Communists
Furged over approximataly LOOO United Nations deceased personnel,
1t is now known that not all of the United States servicemen actually
intarrad in North Korea were returned,



i

All United States rcmainsg recovired by Graves Hegistration units or received

from the Comnunists during thc exchanee of rumains in 195h were removed
to laboratories in Kolkura, Japan, where they were scientifically
processed by identification specinlists and physical anthropologists.
Despite the most exhaustive efforts, identification of a number of
these remains could not be established,

Physical characteristics and dental data for cach unidentified remains as

recorded by the professional personnel of the latoratories have becn

cempared with like data for each unresolvea casualty, including those
knosn te have been lot at sea, without effecting an azssocintion, A

wide disparity cxists between the number cf unidentified remains and

the number of unaccounted for casualties,

In view of the completion of search nnd recovery activities in accessible

[

territory, the inacecessibility of both the Demilitarized Zone and North
Korca, and the inability to associate 2 rcmains in our custody at this
time with the dccedent, it is concluded that his remains are
NONRECOVERABLE.

JAMES W, GHRARD . Tis HU&HES WALTER P. SCOGGRIY
It Coloneli, QMC Lt Colonel, QC Colonel, MC
Member Member President of the Board
1 Incl
Special Order VMo, 25
AFFROVED:

o Ll

ROY a4, WALL
Colonesl, QMC
CHIEF, MEMCRIAL DIVISION




DEPART ENT UF THE ARMY
OFFICE OF THE FASTERMASTER GELRAL
WASHINGTON 25, D. C,

MEMCRIAL DIVISION

Division Order)

No, 25 ) 27 October 1955

SUBJECT: Board of Review

1. Under provisions of AR 15-6, dated 25 July 1955, the
following officers are hereby appointed members of the Memorial
Division Board of Review:

Colonel Walter F, Scogpins, QuC, 0-2776L40, President
Lt Colonel Donald C. Hughes, QC, 0-2511L ‘

Lt Colonel James W, Gerard, Q¥C, 0-1577220

Captain Richard F. Albera, Q.C, 0-1576872

2. The purpose, authority and scope of activities of the Memorial
Division Board of Review will be in accordance with the provisions of
Memorial Division Order No, 5 dated 13 April 195kL.

3. Memorial Division Order Wo., 15, dated 22 June 1955, subJect-
"Board of Review" is rescinded,

BY ORDER OF THE DIVIGIUN CHIEF:

OFFICIAL: WALTER P. SCOGGING
Colonel, PIC
Memorial Division

/s/ Bernice B. Handzel
/t/ BERNICE B. BANDZEL
Administrative Officer

A CERTIFIED TRUE COPY:

262%7‘{£§Zf;4%i2t1,,
R. F. ALBERA
Captain, HC
Memorial Division

DISTRIBUTION: "C“
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OEPARTMENT OF ‘THE ARNY e
I‘OFFI(]E OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL ‘ i “
fot ‘ Jngnnwuron 25, 0. C. . i

§ ,.' ' vora "', it ?

FINDIHG OF DEATH OF HIISSING PERSON | i

"

Pur.uant to the provhlon, of S,ectlon B of- th. Act of 7 March 1942 (Public Law 490
77th Congress) as amended, upon direction and ddlugltlon by The Secretary of the Army.
The Chlef, Casualty Branch, Office of The Adjutant Ggqernl. finds First Lieutenant

Leonard W. Button, 0 2 263 281.., Infantry :
to be dead. He was officiaily réported as missing in action as of the lBth day
of May 19 53. For the purposes stated in ssid Act, death is presumed to have oc-

14th day of Nh( 19 54,,

é__u-t red on the

BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY:

Tl Chiefl, Casualty Branch

SUMMARY OF INFORMAT ION
RREA ; — ; FLYING | JUNP  |LINE OF
By STATUS | STATUs [puTy

Yes

CONDUCT |STATUS |AUTH'D
No

OWN WIS<ON DUTY [ABSEHCE
Yes

oresa
{Rsvnous REVIEWS .

None : {
DATE OF BIRTH HOWE ADDRESS (Number, street, cj’l’ ana .t.f.j | NTRY ON LENGTH OF SERV]CfEd(lI ho)f |
(Day., month, year) b : GURRENT ﬁETlVE Sy presumed date of deat

, Rural Route Ome, . E ; . ‘ YEARS | MONTHS | DAYS _
1§ Jan 1923 Viola, Arkansas I : 8 Jul. 1251

; ' EMERGENGY'AADDRESSEE | ' '
FIRST NAME ~ WIODLE NAME = LAST NAME - . '|RELATIONSHIP (nonsss (Number, street. city and atate)
' . { “‘Bural Route One

Leonard Button : L & Fb.ghe;" | Viola, Arkensas

BENEFICIARIES

ﬂRST "‘-HE - WMIDDLE NAME ~ LAST RAME V ' REL“T'U“S”'F i .AQDRESS {Number, atreet, city and state)
- - . . . |, 12098 North Dixie,
Gertrude H. Murphy . Mother . |¢ Clio, Michigan
RELATIOHSNIP . ADDRESS (Number, street, city and state)

FIRST NAME -~ WIDDLE NANE ~ LAST WAME :
‘ Rural Boute One

I-eonard .Buttan Father : Viola . Arkansas

REVARKS Tn view of the 1ap!§§ of ‘time wi“bho&t infowaiion to support a continued presump-
ﬁon of suryival the Department of the Army must terminate the absence of the subject
Sndiﬂ(!ml by & presumptive finding of death. '

‘ Yo desigmted beneficiary under FL 23, 820.'

"J. ¥Corrected to show Report N9 A-4506, as above, previously omitted.
Also co;rected to“show s:lgnatm, as above, previously omitted.

f\

DISTRIBUTION T i 7 -
3 &.“2..'.9 o i hgoal G o Reserve Status
7 TAGO.FORM 0353 REPLACES W - Tipory 0383 5 0 o Porm prescribed by .
1 ol:c 80 1 FEB 45.--.” nA'I' BE Slo. Guupy .ler Geperal, 0.S5., October 7, 194

. ) " | — »_‘_____J . ., ey nl




ARTMINT OF THE ARMY

£ ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

7 INITIAL T CORRECTED

—BATTLE CASUALTY REPOR.

NO

400026

/(fa:ouww& SERVICE NO GRADL RELATION TQ £a DATE TELEGRAM SENT DATE CAS. REPORT
RECEIVED

- 1ST LT | Bo TEIE |31 JuL 53

SOURCE AND CIRCUMSTANCES
- s

YOKOHAMA DX 80C2%4 CAS MSG 1560 DA IN 775¢048
The individugl nomed below designated the oddressee "below to be notified in cose of emergency, and officiol tele-
graphic notification will be sent fo this person. The relationship, if any, 1s shown below. It should be noted that this

person 15 not necessarily the

next - of - kin

relative designated poid six

or to be

months’ poy gratuity

in cose of death.

THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY HAS ASKED ME TO

INFORM YOU

THAT
EXPRESS HIS DEEP REGRET

YOUR

sct v e | Eeang R
iST LT pyTTON, LEONARD W. 263 284 AFFE | U3[560-1
TYPE OF CASUALTY PLACE OF CASUALTY 57 DATE (if‘;:s:un' — CAcscl)JSé”

et G- B R b , " |

MISSING IN ACTION *# » KOREA 13 |MAY |53 | GRAYY |

MAJOR GEMNERAL, USA, THE ADJUTANT GENERAL OF THE ARMY

IMPORTANT

Dc not mcke entries of any kind in dotted areas.

REMARKS

AG 704/ 30 JUN &3/

AFFE MSG EI 354 C «%DATE 3ZRAYY NOW DETERMINED 13 MAY $53. WITNESS
STATEMENTS FWD TROFF THIS DATE.
PRE'-'I’CUS'.'!‘ REFCRIED SHIPMENT NO, DaTE E_A_ NOTFED COMMAND )_IEII‘FIED 8y
RECORD OF ACTION: G ves — o ReDdT Des) 18 MAY EZ ' ‘
DATE QF CASUALTY "y “o»™ 7 g TYPE ™, AFACHED T2 [ cas. Fuie [ aG 201 FrE | CHECKED BY o v “or o
32 MAYX §2 .08 Mis 3 OrHER (specity) DARNEY : ,J_/
TELEGRAM [ ves 5] no LETTER YES : NG Nc?ro ANALYZED BY
: ACTION
{For) o FRT X MQT SLIW o
[ OTHER {Spacity) usvuewgqa J,‘-"':/
! Syutlirts g
{ DISTRIBUTION e
o il ‘z':,c""
vt LA G TR v
KO TELE S00F .00 b33
ol e T A S A R 2 R A A e e R L A O
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> NO.

RTMENT OF THE ARMY \ B NeTiAL = {("‘.Z.‘IRRECTEE_ ’ ‘o
/ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE . / 09504 T/
y —BATTLE CASUALTY REPORT . w

WASHIMNGTON 25, D €.

AG 101) NAME ) SERVICE NO GRADE RELATION TO EA DATE TELEGRAM SENT DATE CAS, REPORT
137 RECEIVED
A sorron tEonarD W D2o6szss | IEE Ly 30N 16 MAY 53|13 MAY 53

SQURCE AND CIRCUMSTANCES "

YOKOHAMA EX 16568 CAS MSG 24182 DA IN 268521

The individugl named below designoted the oddressee below to _be notified in case of emergency, and official tele-

graphic notification will be sent fo this person. The relationship, "if any, is showa below. It should be noted that this
person is not necessarily the next:of - kin or relative designated to be paid six months' pay gratuity in cose of death.

MR LEONARD BUTTON

RURAL ROUTE #1 VIOLA ARKANSAS —mn

THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY HAS ASKED METO THAT YOUR SOL’;E
EXPRESS HIS DEEP REGRET

ARM OR REPORTING SHIPMENT

GRADE SERVICE NUMBER SERVICE COMMAND NUMBER

ED ;
1ST LT BUTTON, % & Q0 2 263 284 INF | AFFE| RZ2418-]

EA® RBEEN TYEE OFCASUALTY PLACE OF CASUALTY — DATE C::OCQS:‘UY = CAégsérv )
MISSING IN ACTION ™  YJ¥ KOREA sSTwoE |14 | MAY | 53 | GRAVT
CONFIRMING LETTER FOLLOWS
i . WM E BERGIN MAJOR GENERAL USA, THE ADJUTANT GENERAL OF THE ARMY

IMPORTANT

Do not make entries of any kind in dotted areas,

REMARKS

AG 201/ 17 MAY 53/

NORTE KOREA., DATE OF RANK ASAP. ADDITIONAL PAY, NONE. %A CODE Ov
OF - DATE OF RANK, : s s = : : §

UTTON LEONARD WAYNE LHOKge MR LEONARD BUTTON (FATEER)
VIOLA FULTON COUNTY ARKANSAS 'RURAL RCOUTE #l VIOLA
16 JANUARY 1923 ARKANSAS PER DA AGO FORM XXX
43 DTD 15 FEB 52
PREVIOQUSLY REPORTED’ SHIPMENT NO. . DATE EA. NOTIFIED COMMAND YERIFIED BY
RECORD OF ACTION: T ves = o e 7 A
DATE OF CASUALTY TYPE ATTACHED %1, [ cas. fits 1 AG 201 FitE CHECKED Eﬂ it L
i L ==} OTHER-(:p._:iry) GOTJ-INS
TR R LN N I e ise S
(For) ﬁq BET 25 | tFor) ‘/J—’_/%"‘lﬁT ;/RENTZ L2
] OTHER (Specify) =3 : . : il % »’ﬂ-&—/’
) L df%ml‘-’(,:’
" LDIST?IEUT!ON \
Mt

TO—>

PO T e T Tt 0 Fes 00 1§



I. FILE UNDER NO. BUTTION, LEONARD W. 02263284

SYNOPSIS
2. TYPE OF DOCUMENT: CASUALTY REPORT (Non battle) 3. DATE: 29 MAY 53
4- FROM: chsc REC- SEC.
5. TO: 0.Q.M.G.

6. SUBJECT: w

7. DOCUMENT FILED BUTION, LEONARD W. 02263284 (MIA)
SECRET

UNDER NO. bt

INSTRUCTIONS.—Enter after the above headings information as follows:
1. File classification under which this cross-index sheet is to be filed.

2. Appropriate term, such as: "Itr,” “‘memo," *‘1st ind," etc.

3. Date of Document.

4 and 5. Enter either or both, as applicable.

6. Brief and comprehensive synopsis of the content or subject matter.
1. File classification under which the document is filed,

amc roru 351 ~ CROSS-INDEX SHEET

REV 14 OCT 47
16—837T4=1 T¥ U. 5. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1951021 4862
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SEEF 293 3 Petrmry 1955

ice;, there 45 a possibility that they may have received treatment by &
eivilian dentist or doctor which is mot reflected in these recerds.

. Bince your son is one of our unresolved caswmltiss, we would 1ike to
bave & egmplete record of any of his dental and physical characteristics




QIagF 293 3 Febewmry 1955

erl-m

I regret that I must commmicats with you at this tims withoud beling
ablz to frnish you with any definite informmtion regarding yowr son,
the late First Lisutenant Ieonsrd V. Buttcom.

The Department of the Ammy fs making every effort ¢o rescive all of

oxds dave been aypstated te reflsst the inforwetisn. IY you gwefer,
mm&:?mc'ﬁn dentist ant/or doctor, and we
contact Mia direstfur this tufemstion. ‘ '




NEMNE

AGP3-§ 201 Button, Leonsd W. 1k May 1954

0 2 263 264 (15 ray 54)

Hr. Leonaxd Button
Rural Route Ope
Viols, Arkansas

Dear Mr. Button:

Since your son, First Lieutepant Lecnard W. Button, 0 2 263 284, was
reported missing in action on 13 Kay 1953, the Depaxrtment of the Army
has entertained the hope that he survived and that information would be

received dispelling the uncertainty swrrounding his absence. However, as
in many cases, no information has been received to clarify his status.

Full consideration has been given to all information bearing om the
abgence, incluling all records, reports and circumstances. These have been
carefully reviewed and considered. In view of the lapse of time without

informetion to support a eontimued preswiption of survivel the Department
of the Arzy must terminale such absence by & presumptive finding of death.
Accordingly, an official finding of death has been recorded under the pro-

visions of Public Law 490, TT7th Congress, approved Mareh 7, 1942, as amended.

The finding does mot estsblish an actual or probable date of death.
However, as regquired by law it includes a presumptive date of death for the
termination of pay and allowances, settlement of accounts and payment of
In this case this date has been eset as 1% May 1954.

I regret the necessity for this message but hope that the ending of a

long period of uncertainty may give at least some small measure of conscla-
tion. I trust that you may find sustaining coxfort in the realizstion that
youxr loved one made the supreme sasrifice wvhile gerving honorably in our

ecountry's cause.
Sincerely yours,
2 Imclosures
DA Paaphlet Bo. 20-15 fﬁ?;‘“‘n' EI.EIH]’ st
“ouy Finting of Dewkh Actinz The Adjfutant General

(In duplicate)
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APS-CH 201 Button, Lecmard V. 1k Hey 195%
0 2 263 284 (1h My 54)

Mre. Gertrule H. Hurphy
12998 Horth Dixie

Clic, Eichigan
Dear lirs. Murphy:
Since your son, First Lieutement Leonard W. Buttom, 0 2 263 284, wes

reported missing in ection on 13 Moy 1953, the Department of the Army
has entertzined the hope that bhe survived and that informetion would be
received dispelling the uncertainty surrounding his shsence. However, a&s
in mmy cazes; no informmtion hoas been received to elarify his status,

Full cansideration has been given ¢o all informetion beering on the
gbgence, including all records, reports end circumstances. These bave been
carefully reviewved and eansidered., In view of the lapse of time without
inforretion to support a contimued presunption of survival the Departxent
of the Angy mst terminate such absence by & presumptive finding of death.
Accordingly, an officisl finding of death has been recorded under the pro-
visicns of Public Law 430, TTth Congress, spproved Mereh 7, 1942, as amended.

The finding does pot establish en actual or protahle date of death.
However, as required by lawv it includes a presumptive dote of de=th for the
termineticn of pay and ellouances, settlement of accoumts and payment of
death gratuities. In this casc this date bas been set ms 1l Moy 1954,

I regret the necessity for this messaze but hope that the ending of &
lonz pericd of uncertainty mxy give et lesst scme small mdéasure of consola-
tion. I trust thet you mmy find sustaining coefort io the resnlization that
your loved cne smde the suprene secrifice while serving honorzhly in cur

camtry's cause.
Sincerely yours,

JOIN A, KLEIN
Esjor General, USA
Acting The Adjutent Cenersl
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s, Gerteule Marply

Doar ire. Musrplty:
I = referriag to the recent letter from dhis office concerning
yoowr son, First Lisutessst lecomad ¥. BRattom.

Te records of this effice are belng amended o eomform o & |ap-
plemutery report which hes besm recaived, stsiing that your som has
mumammuwm, weum

besn
1953 ea you mm
fincorely youmre,

Wl R, BERGIN
ajor Genezsl, UBA
The Adjcbant Generel of the Avwmy
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3 July 1953

Nr. Loomaod Butten
Rurel Rowte 1
- Vigls, Avimmmns

Dee Mor. Durbbom:
I as referring to the e
your som, mwm"f""m office capcernt
The records of ¢this office are being emsnied ¢o Sonform o & swp-
mmumummuwwﬁ, W@“w
incsraly yours,
WL B, SERGIN
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AGPB-1 201 Buttom, Lecuard V. 19 My 1953

Jr. Lecuard Button
Rural Rouwts f)
Vials, Arkancss

Dezr ¥r. Button:

I regret that I must confirm the recent telegrem in which you were
informed that your som, First Lieutemsnt Leonsxrd W. Buttom; has been re-
portad misaing in ection iz Ecores simce 1k May 1953.

I kmow that added distress is caused by fallwre to receive more
information or details. Therefore, I wish to ssswre you that at any
time additional informmtion is received it will be transmittsd to

wvithout delay.

The tery "missing in action™ is meed only to indicate that
vherechbouts or status of an individe) is ot immedistely known., It
is not intended to convey the impression thal the cese is cloeed. I
wigh to emphasize that every effort is exsrted comtimously to clear
up the status of our persctml. Unfer battle conditions this is a

In crder to reliewe fimancial worry o= the part of the dapendents
of military perscunsl being carried ia @ missing ia sction status,
Cengress smected legislation which contimues the pay, allowmnces and
allstments ef such persens uwntil thelr status is definitely established.

Parmit me to extsnd to you my leartfelt aympathy during this pericd

of encertaiwty.
Sincerely yours, @Wg

. f
2 Inclosures ‘ wl, B, BEROTN CIFJM\

Bullstin of Informstion Major Gereral, §BA
Sheet entitlied "Important” The Adjutent General of the Army
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DATA ( REMAINS NOT YET RECOVERED OR !

REPORTS CONTROL
SYMBOL QMG-86

NTIFIED

*
ANAME (Last, Firet, Middle Initial) GRADE PRESENT SERIAL
1= NUMBER
|~ BuTTON, Leonard Wy'' / 7° 1/t 0 2 265 284
[ ORGANIZATION RACE = FORMER SERIAL
1° ‘ e BT € o7 AT PRUMBER (1f applicable)
poE AR Y wipire | BOFTIST a5 w1 5
DATE OF DEATH/MIA | CAUSE OF DEATH PLACE OF DEATH OR PLACE LAST SEEN IF MIA
DATE OF FOD MIA KOREA
o HEIGHT WEIGHT COLOR EYES COLOR HAIR SHOE SIZE
B 5//7’ A Ekow o/ BRo w n 5B
ER D o Tons i DENTALCHART £ x4 /& Qe TS5 2
UPPER RIGHT ' UPPER LEFT
¥ 2 8 ¥ X 2 1 1 X6 7 (s)
LOWER RIGHT LOWER LEFT
Gs)rs w X 2 n o0 9 ;X\),(Xrg
Claagd TE
X=Exiracted 0=~Carlous 1==Carlous Non-Restorable
- — Coe I, <3 .
FRACTURES AND/OR BREAKS | CR LS m— FTATIQOSAND/OR BIRTHMARK: <, /4“7 [= o
Spisi A A e AT
e n ¥ "‘»‘/ ¥e.: 2—’/;-‘ rs0 ¥
v’f l(_N- jg,f“._ a"‘/f? T; 7\.:/20 £ ’ Jal L2 44
ADDITIONAL IN onwon wct B2 R E LA M L S
(B 1% *“‘”‘/’“3 ‘ / g) To & O 4 (//,.r
P £ 8 % & R
fﬁ,,,q Se¢rviece) N )/ A i_-! ccwg (M-
] /? ts (- 44‘_ & v = ¥ & "
D(C L{—V T_“G 7 T‘Ubiu / E ' AT ‘f’_.«l..')
e sler
2 "
£ R HT SERVIC & sy u/?p/‘_s_g_ T'._; ]/]/A
STAT 1MW & FRem e Aarck CARDS:
GF PleepwRbes XY = 7€ wawai
F [(/mjﬂ/c_f‘“/;? ¢ 2 /g—b s2 7 ///)/’ e .
t‘ No oTrers s7a7sems o How t/ |
A/0 Ff”(.éf{Pﬁ/NTs l]
/4Trﬂc Hep | Alime ¢ vEVT A& ;!
{\ / /
l\/,, OTHeER ' ENTAL DAT A ia A;LHF‘“&L’ 9
ML < .

0QMG Form
24 IAN 51

371

U. 9. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE

1808862

DATE FORWARDED TO FIELD
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