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HEADQUARTERS 
UNITED STATES ARMY FORCES, FAR EAST (ADY) 

Office of th~ Assistant Chief of Stoff G2, Intelligence 

APO 500 

.SU~J~C'r: Possible Detentinn 0f m: (US) by th~ Enemy 

•rc: J,ssistF-nt C:hi"'f C'")f 3ttJf.t', J2 
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l. Inclo.<1ed is infr))':m~tion DP.rteinin~ to U3 DP. n:;onnAl !<no·••n to hfl~~ · 
been Ellive And under ~anmtin_ist cont:r·ol in MAy 1';·53. 'rhese individup,ls hr,vP. 
nnt yet hecn repatriated. 

2. The infornu"t.ion pertsininS! to the five US f3irrnP.n (Jnd //1) hAs 
previously ref!n ntossec to ll~ClvlJ..C. Inclo~mre #2 ~onsti tute·s thA first re
port (ln l~t Lt LPonRril '':. Button. 

~£~! ~ RIC .HARD CCi.Lil\S I ~ 
~ t~Colonel, G~ne:r~l Stoff 

AssistF.<nt Chif!f of S tioff, G2 

Reviewed by DPMO 
lAW 50 USC 435 Note & DOD 51QP.7 -R 
Date: 0 9 DEC 199~nitiars:0( <.D 

0101 
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LCCATION ll.HD IDllJTii:i'IGATION OF lSf LT. LEONARD W. BUrro~ 

-
1.. On 8 :::ay 1953, lst Lt. Leonard~~. '3utton, 0226)23L., Infantry, 

United :;tatcs .;\rrny, ~:as captured by :~KA ~::Cc:trity ?orce::>, in the ecneral 
:vicinity o£ T.\ii 1C]Oi'J '(DV 9)33L '.'thile overtly launchint-:: in+.ellir,enca 
agcn t:> into ~lorth Korea. f~t. r.he tir!le of his ca?tt~l~e he i'i.J.S dre3scd in 
US 1\!'rn~.r field uni:t:'or'<l :~.nd \'!O!'e ar>!)_rO[.Iri-::t te in::>i[nia denotin:; hi:; Grade 
and 1)1~.:mc11. 

2. InterroG,1tion of certain re.fueee.;: an:i re tl!rnees sine':! ~he Ar;:-.is
tice ha::; r<~vealed t.'l-te follo-:ri.:."lt; in.forr.1ation relrttivc to Lt. Dutton. 

a. Pari~ Suk T!l!::., l'.hi,le-scr-.rine ~.ri.th the 0-th P.OK Div., -r;as cay.>
t'.tred hy the C~F on 17 l"eh 1?;)1, and ·.-;a:; sent to thc:! :·.iine 11onnt.·dn Prison 
Sa~ in ifapnn;:;. The s-~tbjcct frequently 7:a.'> tr;;~nsnor:ted to variou::; areau 
fo:- far:n wo:::-k, .;md -:-l!xi.le on <~. trip from ::;hi-ju to !C.::}.eS0-:'1{:;, tJ1e snbjec~ 
was acc>.ued of ~ibt:-ionttng lea net::; .frot:l the ~ack of t~c tr11ck ~nd ''as 
';onseq•.lsn tly btpris oned in Pyonf."p.ng on 19 ?-lay 1 :75'3 to await tri.:\1. 

~ . 
On 20 ;~y 17J'3, an.ot..'ler prisoner, na~d $IN H!\~i SU, ,·ra3 p lrtced in 

t:"le cell ~nth ?ark. lhis ne:: 9risoner s ·t"l·ted th<l t he :.md an American Lt., 
for ••hen he had '!'EOrked as ·an ·~nterpreter,. had ju.:>t bee:1 capt:rred. The. 
~·ollowinr, d:.;~·J 21 ~.'E.y 1?5), t.he interpreter pointed o>.1t <'l.n J',merican, v.ho 
had just entered the jail in the company of h or. 5 Korea'1s, a::; hi'> for-:t~r 
co. 

Park st(lt;eci that al thour;h he saw be ll'!terica."l several tirnes and even 
heard his na!lle !rlentioned once, tlue to the darkne~;s ~revailing in the jail 
l'>.e ;'fa:; unable to [ive an a~curate description of the Lt., and i::; al.Jo 
unaole to recall his name. 'lhe_ .subject ;vas instructed., houever, by SHm 
i]}Jf ~-J, to l'el'lC:;t1)er the qates ano circu:-nstances ·of the incident even _if 
he forEct the rest. 

s:m: ~f:.:·l ~-iJ YiCl$ tried by t.'l-te ·-,ti.ni.Jtry of Social ,;ccuri ty <'l.ml was 
.:;cntenccc, to sevt.mtcen ;i-ear:; ir.;>risonm~n t. 'lhe Lt. ;m.-; abo trie<;l by the 
:.5-ni:;;+..r:,' of -~oci:1l Sec:.1:::'ity h'.lt his 5cntence i.s u~mmm. 'Ole Koreano 
captil!'cd m. t.~ -~.he J.t •. rrerc not to oc tl"ied unti.l their f.:.m.ilies who '.';ere 
:-e:>idenb of ;'!ortt'1 Kore'l ~vere cont.:tcted·. 

b~ O-ther Sou.t.~ Korean .ar:..:mts '1ho were in confinemeni;. at the 
sa':le jcil oti. t.1 P~rk Su!: TA.S at.· this ti~, c onfir;-:ted t.~e detail:> of t!Le 
Lt';;; capture. TI1ey \?ere ?ak .3•mg 1-!.t\K and Kim (fu.ll n~.me unlmo·ffn.). •.lheir 
.:; tory is as folloi'!:> : · 

"PAl~ .SiJ!W fLU: and KD.i ~:ere launched from YO~O in ·~:he latter 9art 
of Apri 1 and 1rerc a;:rr>rehendcd 1~y the J;K.o. .:won thereaft-er. . Upon int:=rroea
ti,..,n., the t<!o a~ents told the HK ':; their mi:;~ion, unit desl.gnation · pick 

... • ...l - t• . 1 ~ . ' . np vl.r.J.C, C'l.OOJ recogrn l.On ::>l.CO:l. s. ,_s a rc::>_ul t of t~l.s in for~ation, when 

.-.---=-~---
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the A:;,erican Lt. annroached the shore in a s:nall '?Joat for the ,re-arranged 
agent pick U?, the '.NKA neT-tf ?laiting for hi..'Tl; ·:roen challen£ed, the Lt. 
tried to ::>win to safety, but he ald 4 or 5 of his co~.aoion.:; ;·tere cap
tured.'' 

J. 2~: Ymr; SOO, one of th<l GUards ca:;>t~ad -:-ri ~ ~he Lt • .d:>o :.:on
.:'ir-:J.eci the s tor:,' of the two agent.:;. 

h. Si..:.ce t:1e fc:-es;o:;.r.c in fo!":.'l'ltion coinci:ie:; ;Je ;:-fc::::t ly :-:i th :le t..:<:LL; 
~iven by-other :-:t<;r.h:!rs o~ t21e la:.mchin£ ?~t: . .- :-ho ·.7ere no-; ca_?~'l~Cl!, and 
!.t. ·J.tt~on ~7a:; see:1 a1:d identi.:1ed alive on 21 :.~ay 1753 r.nd f:lrt,l:,-,r :•:ns 
re::>ortedl;.' tr:ed ?.ni 3entenced b:i• ~he ·.:inis~:;:-y o:f 3oci?.l 3ecn~i~y there 
is an. c·-:ccll~;-~t c~2:1ce ·that !.~. Jut ton is alive 2nd 5.n the ~and:; 0f ... 1le 
!·:!~ a•.1";\oritie:> _::-!-, a ;e~?..l instit·1tion. 

5: lnfonn!"tion conteinN1 in the file ('If G2 ;:F:E corfi m:o th• t l..t 
Button. en inteili~€n~e PTOJect officer hesea on th~ !~lend of Yooo in 
~io.::sr-·n Herber, · e~ renortec lh l:ay .53 tc- be missing in c;~tion since li f, flY 
1S53 ~:hel' t>e. feUeo to return frar. en e~;ent l£unchir.g r.:ission. 
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DECLASSIFIED m FULL 
DECLASSIFIED lN PART 
EXEMPT 
RD/FRD 

1366 
294 
0 
0 
99 

ECURITY It~OR1~fiON 
c 0 p y 

REFERRED IN FULL: 
i REFERR EO AGENCY· I CIA,D!A,ECOM,JC 
l ARMY DECLASSIFICATION ACTIVJ:':: 
t ______ ··-·-

-~- "' • _ ..._ _ + CA.SU.:.L~Y (On iiOi:BAT~'L::::) PCPO:.! 

nonbattle D Ini tinl @ Supplemental D . 
2. Service l:ur.:ber 

1!11A 

14. Circumstances, Diagnosis & He marks 
Officer landed with six Korean personnel at approximate~- 2130 hours on a 

beach along the east coast of North Korea, located at DV997B. Officer was engaged 
in a :..highly classified intelligence mission. AT Approxirna tely 2230 hours PPSH 
firing was heard by observers standing offshore in a ship; hand grenades were heard 
shortly afterwards. A few minutes later small arms and mortars were also heard. 
The waiting ship was then subjected to mortar fire and was forced to move 200 yards 
south to get out of range. The ship remained in the area until 0900 hours, 14 
May 1953, searching the area l~~t results. No re!ults have been reported from* 

;t5. Wi~.nesses ... Name Grade 
Jio Dong Sik N/A N/A. 
Joo Jae Yong N/A N/A 

16. Elliergency Addressee - Name 

Leonard Button Route 1, Viola, 

Service No. Unit 
, 8240th AU 

.: 8240th AU 

Address 
A:r:Y..ansas 

lB. Signature 

Relationship 
Father 

Harold W. Gleason Jr. 
17. _Name & Grade of Officer Preparing Report 

HAROLD W. GLEASON, JR., lst Lt, AGC 
--------~--~-------------~ 19. Preparing 

Organi.zation 
FEC/LD(K) 
B24oth.AU 
APO 301 

Report Checked Through Following Headquarters 

20. Headquarters --r;y21;-.-;Ilr:e-:a-:;-d':':qu:-a:-::r~t~e-r-s-.,-"':::2"':::2-.-GH..:-~Q---FE-C--J 
Eighth US Axmy 
APO 301 

~.D~a~t~e~Pr-e-~---ed----------~~D-at~e-------------·~-r----------------~ Date 
14 May 1953 16 May 1953 

Control No. 

Date ·Ad.niitted Hospital 
(For Hospital Use Only) 

Control No. Control Ho. 

61513 
----r----------~-----1 Officerrs Initials Officer's Initials 

EX 
-~---------.--..J ------------------~-----------~ 

·; 
~· { 



~ OECtASSIFIEO IN FULL 1366 
• DECLASSIFIED IN PART 294 ! EXEMPT 0 

RO/ FAO 0 
REFERRED IN FULL: 99 

, REFERRED AGENCY: 
' CIA, DIA,ECOM,JC 

~a subsequent naval search. 
J ARMY DECLASSIFICATION ACT!Vl'" 

Officer was not in hazardous 1.utj.-~------- _ -·· 

8th ARMY NOTE: IDTN~SES LISTED IN ITEI~ 15 WERE NOT MEi~BERS OF LANDING 

' .. · i.. •_ ,·. · : :;., .. 

PARTY NO I<iEA:ffiERS OF LAND Tim PARTY RETURNED. THERE ARE 
NO ~ii WITNESSES. STATUS CHANGED TO MIA BASED ON 

. \)dRCUI~~·ICES IN ITEM 14. CAPITAL LETTER PPSH P.EFERS 
~'"~'' TO~'T!PE OF RUSSIA.N GUN. 

~"'' ,., \ 'S>'V.}" "' \.\ \ . \ \'IV. 
\ (\ ~ ,,•-.· 

\..~ (\\ ~ . 

. ·-· . \;\\\\ ~ \ ~ 
--w..~ 

~\'v' 

·' ·' 



DEPARTHENT. OF THE ARNY 
OFFICE OF THE ~A 1T1~RH.\STF.~ GE' ~.tAL 

Ml~~_t.-l<JiUAL DIVIS ION 
W~shington 25, D. c. 

A Bo::Jrd of Off5.C<':rs appojnted by p-1ragr:~ph 1, Division Order No. 25, datt:d 

27 October 1955 (copy .3tt.::~ch6d) convem:d at. __ l;;;..O;;...OO;;...:.... __ hours, 16 Jenuary 1956 

for the ptrrpose of reviewing ~ll relev~nt data pertaining to unresolved casualties 

of the l~te Korean Conflict and, after considering the pertinent factors involved 

a~ ontljn~d helow, duly ~pproved Findings of Nonrecoverability of ReM::Jin~ in the 

BUTTON, Leonard W. 1st Lt. 0 2 263 284 case of _________________________________________________________________________ • 

Ame1~cnn Graves Registr,tion personnel have concluded thorough and systematic 
se'.lrch and recovsry oper.Jtions in all of 3outh Korea. Although these 
operations effected the recovery of many United States de;ceased 
service:men, the :;e·Jrch was unsuccessful insofar .Js this particular 
individual is concerned. Area ClearAnce Certificates have been received 
for all of South Korc:::~, and an applicable Certificate of 1JonrE:lcover
ahility for this decedent hc::s be:en furnisher:!. by the Overseas ComMand. 

Available evidence indicates that Many of the casu~l ties which ::J re carried 
on the records of the Department of Defense as missing in action in 
:10uth Korea ~rere actually captured and transported to North Korea where 
they suts8quently die1; however, s r;ecific information is lacking as to 
the number, identity or circumstances surrounding their disappearance. 

Shortly after ~ess!3tion of hostilities in 1953, arrangements \-Iere made 
between represent~tives of the opposing for~es to permit search and 
recovr.;ry op;;rations in the Demilitarized Zone for A limited period 
of forty-five (45) days. Within the restri~tions imposed, as complete 
a search as possible was made and some re~ains were recovered. Entry 
into the Demilitarized Zone by either side for search and recovery 
operations has not bebn permitted since that period. 

In September 1954, the United N3tions Military Armistice Commission And the 
Gom~unists conclud~d negotiatiGns regarding the recovery of those 
dc-cea::;ed servicemen who wP.re int,erred in terri tory 1mdE:r the control 
of the opposing forces. As a result of these negotiations~ disinter
ments ller<:l ac~cmplished by the ocr,upant of the tr:rritory and A mutual 
exch~ge of remains w~s subsequently effected. The agreement did not 
p::rm'i.t eitl':er side to enter th8 t e rritory of the opposing side to 
cor.dud search and recovery opP.nti'Jr.s. Although the Communists 
turned over appro~m~t8ly uOOO Unit8~ Nations dec.eased personnel, 
it is now known that r.ot all of the United ::;ta tes servicemen actually 
li1t~rrq~ in North Kore ~ were return~d. 

em 



All United States remains recovcr~d by Gr3vcs rl8gistr~tion units or rccci7ed 
from the Corrununints durin~ the. exchnng(; of I"Lrnains in 19511 were reJ'Iloved 
to l~bor3tories in Kokura, Jnp~n, where they were scientific~lly 
processed hy identifkJtion sp8c i-1lists :md physic;Jl ~nthropologists. 
Despite the most 8Xh;Ju3tive efforts, identification of a number of 
the3e rcrnJins could not be cGtnblished, 

Physic.:Jl ch.::Jr;"Jcteristic3 ::~nd dent-11 d.1t<:~ for each unidentified rem.:Jins -'lS 

recorded by the professional personnel of tr~ l~boratorics have been 
ccrnpared with likE: data for e;:1ch unresolvea C3Sualty, including those 
lm0r1n to have be\-.:n lCF t Jt sc.: -~, without €ffecting .Jn associ:""!tion. A 
wide disp1ri ty exists between the numb6r cf unidentified remains .Jnd 
the number of un~ccounted for c:Jsu1l ties. 

In view of the completion of search .1nd recovery activiti-es in 3ccessible 
te:rritory, th(; inaccessibility of both the Demilitarized Zone :md North 
Korea, and the inability to associ3te ~ rcmDins in our custody at this 
time with the decedent, it is concluded th8t his remains aro 
HONRECOVERABLE. 

J%fV '?P~l~P.~f; 
Lt Colonsl, Q··:c Colonel, ~HC 
MEmber President of the Bo~rd 

1 Incl 
3pEci;;~l Order Ho, 25 

AfPROVED: 

2 



DEPART EHT uF THE A:\MY 
OFFICE OF THE ·11,~!1TE:t"''A3I'Er\ GE.':C:fu,L 

WASHING'IUN 25, D. c. 

!'1Ef!OfUAL DIVISION 

Division Order) 
No. 25 ) 27 October 1955 

SUBJECT: Board of R8view 

1. Under provisions nf A~ 1)-6, dated 2) July 1955, the 
following officers at·e hereby appointed memh19rs of the f.iemorial 
Division Board of Review: 

Colonel T~fal ter F. Scoggins, Q:··;c., 0-277640, President 
Lt Colonel Donald C. Hugh'3s, QHC., 0-25114 
Lt Colonel Jarr.es \..J. Gerard., Qi~:c, 0-1577220 
Captain Richard F. AlbP-ra, ~ -C, 0-1576872 

2. The purpose, authority and scope of activities of the ~emorial 
Division Board of Review will be j_n accordance with the provisions of 
Memorial Division Order No. 5 dated 13 April 1954. 

3. Memorial Division Order No. 15, dated 22 June 1955, subject: 
"Board of Review" is rescinded. 

BY ORDER OF THE DIVI3I0N CHIEF: 

OFFICIAL: 

/s/ Bernice B. Handzel 
/t/ BERNICE B. HANDZEL 

Administrative Officer 

A CERTIFIED TRUE COPY: 

R. F. ALBERA 
Captain, ·~~c 
Ytemorial Division 

DISTRIBUTION: 11C11 

1,TALTER ? • SCOGGINS 
Co lone 1, ~-~C 

HenPrial Division 
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DEPh.THEMT OF 'rHE' ARMY 
' I . 1 . • • 

.OFFtOE OF THE .AOJUTANT G£11ERAI: 

. "' · ...... ! 
, . ·. · ··h~!tiN~TON ~''· D~ c, 
, r , 11 f -~ . '!!· . 1 r . 

. ''·· ':-

ebe 

I 
A 
I • 

I r }·'' 

' ~ 

FINDING OF DEATH OF MiSSING PERSON 
I ' . ( 

! - Puuuant t 'o the provhion, of S/ection. 5 of · th~ Act of 7 March l9~2 (Public Law 490 
·; 11th Con~reaa) •• amended, apon direction and d4leaation by The Secretary of the Army,' 
J-7 The Chle f, Cu ual t y Branc-h, Office! or The •Ad jut ant Ot ile ra 1, finds First Lieutenant ' 

I ·' ·, • 

: .. ' ·-· 
•·' ... ..._ 

:·. 

L~onard w •. Button, 0 2 263 284, I~antr,r · . 
to be d-ead. He waa offici.aily re'port'l!'d as ·llll .. int in action aa of the 13th day 
of Mar 19 53. For the purposes atated in aaid Act, death · is ' preaumed to have oc:-

. ·, ~ ; . 

i\ . I' 
t .u.ued on the . 14th day of Mar 19 54. :. 

. 'l 
BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY,: 

. . {"~ ~ 

·.~ I 

.; 

i 

• . a General 
Chief, .Casualty Branch 

... ~, 

·suMMARY OF .INFOR~TION 

i 

• 

AREA FLYING 
STATUS 

.JUNPJ . LINE OF OWN 14IS N OUH A6SEN'Cf 
STAT S DUTY CONDUCT STATUS AUTK•o· 

' I orea Yes Yes No 
'• .. ~~----~-----...., .... MHI-H~~¥~~-,..,..--::alll'-:;~-;;;;;:-t..:--=-_.~... __ ....~-__ ....__......1..__---' 

· :- .~·, · lf~£VIOUS tt£VIEWS . 
' . 
I None 

II . OATEOF&.IR~K 
. (Dar. •oath. r••r) 

HOWE ADDRESS (Nu•ber, 

Rural Route on~, 
Viola Arkanea" 

F.IRH NAME'-:- IIIOOLE NA.WE - LAST IIAIIE . 
I 
f 
I 

l: 
I. 

t 

Leonard Button 
. . ~- ' 

.IRS~ MAllE - MIOOLE NAME - LAST NAME 

0 

EMERG C'fl~AOORESSEE 

.· One 
·. Fa he 

B~~EF IC fAR I ES 
RELATION SKIP 

: · Mother 
FIRST NAME- IIIODLE NAIIE- LAST NAME REUTIO!~SHI' . A-'DORESS (/tlu•f>er, et~ .. t, elt:r and atatt) 

, Rural .ijoute One 
leona~-:~tt.Qil Father · . . Viola, ; Arkansas 

~f.~us·1n·:'Vi4$ :·0f the lapiO '6f'1time vi-thoti·firifbnnatio:m to ~tip}1ort a continued prestm~P.: 

1
1 

• ·:Jic!l .~f' SJDii"-1. the Department of' . the AriD)r must terminate the absence or the subject 
··~~~·':by a presumptive fillding ·of death • . · · 

.: 
:' . .:' ·No desi~ted beneficiary under PL 23, 82c.· 

,1 • • I!.:: ., .. . , _ . 
. _, 

1 *Qlrre~d to shov Report --~--A-4506, as above, previously- omittedo 
·.:Uso correcte? to::.Bholl-· signat~, as above, previously omittedo 

...... ·.• .. 
! ,.· 
~-
r: .. DISTRI&UTIOII 

Lf. . . , ·2- .. . 

w T-A~4'0itM . 0353 .. :. 
i 1 DEC: 10 . ; . ... : ... 

.' . : ~: 

.. ~· .... ;~_ '.')i.:.. . ' - •. .. • • • · -. Reserve Status 
RE hAci~ ., ~ . ··.,ott' · .; .. ·8Q ·::.r ~~ · ,y •. '-. · :-_, -~ .. · ·~·~ • ;J , • · 0 • • • • • •• , .' • • • *' 
1 FEe .. , • .,," , • :·,.-., BE · s~o . .. ,_. · .. :, ,. ' ·.:. ~: - ~~ · · 

. J .. - ~- --~- ~:~ __ :. '-~--: ·~---~·~:~ __ j: __ .. ·-----... ~ 
Ponn ·prescribed by 

.ler Geileral, 0. S. , October 7, 194 

.; 
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ARTM.;NT OF THE ARMY 
I 

D INITIAl c:;r. CORRECTED 
NO. 

, 00026 .i ADJUTANT GENERAl ' S OFFICE -BATTLE CASUALTY REPOR • 
WASHINGTON 25. D. C. 

;AO 20 1) NAME JEll\ I(( N O 

SOURCE ;.NO CIRCUMSTANCES 

GRA()( 

lS'f LT lJu 'LELE I 
O AT[ (AS. REPORT 
RF(fiVfD 

j 1 JUL 53 

YOKOHAMA DX 80021. CAS MSG j 560 DA IN 7?9c 0$ 

THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY HAS ASKED ME TO 

NAM( 

l.ST L'I' BUTTON~ LEONARD W. 
;ypf Of (A~UALTY 

}USSING IN ACTION ** 

RfMAR~S 

AG 704/ ;.o JUN .SJ I 

INFORM YOU 

EXPRESS HIS DEEP REGRET 

SfRVICf NUM8£R 

PLACE OF (,ASUALTY 

IN KOREA 

THAT YOUR 

'1 .•• Jl,.,; 

REPOUING 
COMM,.ND 

AFFE 

SHIPMENT 
NUM8ER 

UJ560-l 
CASUALTY 

CODE 

GRAVY 

MAjOR GfNHAl, USA, TH E ADJUTANT GfNEi1A l OF THE ARMY 

IMPORTANT 

De not mcke l'nlri•• of any kind in dotted area•. 

AFFE MSG EX ) 560 **DATE 3-RA'~rt. NO\~ DETEIWITNED l.) MAY 53 ., WITNESS 
STATEr~NTS · FWD !JROFF 'tHIS DATE$ 

l 
PRE'I,I,CUSL Y ~E~CR1ED 

RECORD OF ACTION: 
~ YES c::J NO 

0 ATf Of CASUAlTY . ...,.. >,. ', ., TYP! .. , • · 

~ a ':'fA~,. ::;·~· ,:_. ,i ;· M:'i'!~ .... -,; ~.:c. <./".? ' " ... ~ J.4_ 

TELEGRAM c:::J YES ~ NO 

(For) 

CJ OT HER (Spuify) 

FORWARDED ,_..--, 
T ....... _. I J r .l 

Al'OACHED [Zj .CI 

CJ OrtiER (spe<ify) 

LETIER 

( fo•) 

[Jill (AS. fllf CJ AG 101 FILE (H£CK!:D 8'f .. ... ,-' J,, ....c.•_ .. 

DAB!iS"£ / 

1 CJ NO 
ACTIO,... 

CJ NC ANALYZED 8Y 

ttr 

r fl . 
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;~TMENT OF THE ARMY \ ~INITIAL r~·· NO. •, CJ CORRECTE 

095047/ -, 
I ADJUTANT GENERAl'S OfFICE CASUALTY i~ORT ·, 

-BATTLE U/ .J. WASHINGTON 23, 0. C. 

0 201) NAMf SERVICE NO GRADE REU.TION TO fA DATE TEL!GR"M SENT Dl-TE (AS. REPORT 

l.ST 
RfCEIYEO 

' P226328~ D~ 18 MAY s .~- 1~ ~i BUTTON LEONARD w LT S_ON VJ.A:r ' 
SOURCE AND CIRCUMSTANC£S -

I 

YO!COH.A.MA EX 16568 CAS MSG 24.18 DA IN -'"'f,St;·""'l L,t,.,.. .,. ~ .. 

of emergency. an d official tele· The individual named below designated the addressee below to ):le n o tified tn case 
graphic notification wiH be sent to this person, The re lationship, if any, •S shown below. I t should be noted that this 
person i s not necessarily the next· of· kin or relative designated to be paid SIX months' pay gratuity 10 case of death. 

::;::::: :::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::.:::::::::::::::::::::: ;: :::::::::::::::::::::::::;::::::::::: ::::::::::::;::::::::::::::::::::::::::: ::::::: ;: :::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: ~: ;: ~: ::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::;::::::::;:::::::::::::::::: :::::;:::;:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 

::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::;:::::::::;:::::::::: ::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: :;::::;:::::::::::::=::::::::::::::~:::::::::::::::::::::J 
MR LEONARD BUTTON 

RURAL ROUTE #l VIOLA ARKANSAS. 
J!SfWm.W'~ 

THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY HAS ASKED ME TO THAT YOUR SON 
EXPRESS HIS DEEP REGRET 

NAME SfRVI(f NlJMSfR ARM OR REPORTING SHIPMENT GR..,Df SERVICE COMMAND NUMBER 

1ST LT BUTTON, i~WRD w 0 2 26.3 284 INF AFFE R21 18..;1 
~- BEEN TYPE Of CASUAlTY I PU.CE OF CASUAlTY 

DATE OF CASUAllY CASUALTY 
DAY MONTH YEAR CODE 

MISS:UJG IN ACTION' liN 
I I.f.I KOREA snH;E l l..., MAY 53 GRAVY 

C! 01'P IR.M IN G LETTER FOLLOWS 

. 
WMF. HRR-1-Tl'~ MAJOR GENERAL USA, THE ADJUTA N ; GENERAL OF THE ARMY 

' 

IMPORTANT 
Do not make entrie• of any kind in dotted area>. 

REMARKS 

AG 201/ 17 J.!AY 53/ 

NORTH KOREA-. DATE OF HAliK ASAPo ADDITIONAL PAY, NONE6 'ItA CODE Qrl 
CF C> DATE OF .R.AJ.V"Ke . - . . 

BUTTON LEONARD WAYNE LNOK~ MR LEONARD BUTTON (FATHER) 
VIOLA FULTON COUNTY A.RKAliJSAS RURAL ROUTE #l VIOIA 
16 J"ANUAitY 1923 Jl.RKANSAS PER DA AGO FORM~ 

41 DTD 15 FEB 52 

-
PRfVIOlJSl Y REPORTED 5HI?MENT NO. .-

1 

DATE f A. NOTIFIED I COMMAND VERIFIED BY 
RECORD OF ACTION: CJ ns c;w 1//)~.1 NO 

DATE OF CASUALTY TYPE .-nACHED ~ .... ~, CJ CAS. Fi l E CJ AG 701 FilE CHECKED rt ,-_,. __ ;u~:. _._ 
. . 

C:=J OTHER (s~cify) C(lr,t~Tl\l~ 
TElfGRAM ~ YES CJNO lEnE P. G£i YES - -· -CJ NO 

I 
CJ NO AN ... l~Olft 

a</ . ... _..... r~- ACTION ;RENTZ (fo•) -1-7 ~ (Fo•l .. ... k_. :PA11 ~ 

CJ OTH6 (Spoci/rl 
~ ' ~VIEW~t-;- ~' 

-:..- . 1-.:::;:.G'_...( ; 

.I DISTRrT:N.~ 

h e 
' , .. < 
l ··f II II II fORWARDED 1171 II II T~ .. ,. - . 



1. FILE UNDER NO. BU TlON, LEONARD W. 02263264 

SYNOPSIS 

2. fYPE OF DOCUMENT: CASu.ALTY REPORT (Non battle) 3, DATE: 

4. FROM: CAS. REC. SEC. 

5. TO: O.Q.M.G. 

6. SUBJECT: 

1. DOCUMENT FILED W T'ION, LEONARD Vi . 02263284 (MIA) 

UNDER NO. 

INSTRUCTIONS.-Enter after the above headings information as followt: 
I. file classification under which this cross-index aheet is to be filed. 
2. Appropriate term, such as: "ltr," "memo," "1st ind," etc. 
3. Oate of Document. 
4 and 5. Enter either or both, as applicable. 
6. Brief and comprehensive synopsis of the content or subject matter. 
1. file cl~ssification under which the document Is filed. 

QMC FORM 351 
IIEV 14 OCT 4 7 CROSS-INDEX SHEET 

SECRET 

29 MAY 53 

1&--6377 ... 1 ~ U. S. GOV£RHI4EHT P!IIHTIHG OfTIC£ : ltsZ-o-214862 
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.... fteoner4 JuttcB 
laaliiDIIM .. 
~AftaJIIu 

Deara-. But'-• 
I nsNt that IIDR « •tate with JCII& at tlda U.. ~ bdJis 

able to ~ 1QG wttb _,. wtnfte Sllflcw •tiM ~ J'OW _, 
• late nnt u.-..at lecwr4v. Nt•· 

!be DltpiRwJ:d; fd a. AztJq ta •)1• __, .aa' to enobNt au ot 
tJie ceeeW• f/1 tbe Dl: t " cc.ntc:rt. t'o aetc"'IIPli• tbia ........ tuk, 
it ta •eererq tar Dl ~ eaataf"htc .tbe ~ ~ f/1 
... aNtiOlft4 ~ to ........ ,. - ,...,.. Jltbll' ...... 
.....s.o.m•a ft1es ecatafa a ftOCII'd or an ....,, tz.w• neatN4 8114 
all bQQfl ~ .. Jalfatatlaal ..atM4 --6dr .SJjtft;r IIC'Y
tce, thee 1a a poas1b1l.tti7 tlat tbfq ~ Jlaft noette4 ta:•t nL '*'¥a 
c1Y1Uall &nzt1st .. c1.0ctar' 1ddela Sa DDt ft1'lected 1ll .... l'eCGE'4a. 

8faae JOUr .. 1e .. ot Gal" ~ -....lUa, - 1ICal14 1lD to 
)law a e zhlete NCOI'd fll _, ot Jd.l "'eeltal aid ~ ~ 
111ddl-.:r ....,_ 1Mie ne•lc4 111J hSa t.f11' ..-sn • ._,_. P'• .te Ida 
..,. ...... ee:rrt.oe. tlda tafQa tt• .,...,. t-1 't ... 11. 311 ~ 
...... ~Sew, ftl1S,., 1IIUIIt ~ ••••• , u4 ~ 
ot .. taltb 8114 ~ .-.n 1118e ftr ~to-... -¥Melt~ Jaft 
irladtie4 • ~- - ~ fl ,._ .. t.tll1d11 ~ .. . f/1 &1-' •••t.ete I • 'It I I »C!!f'8 w:S11 be a•t&til, ~ - fldtiiii4;, after _. ne
.... 111ft -.. ·a•r tacw te "'"an t11e !IIIL ~ Jr .-IJilfAz# ,_ 
~ ·llz 1ft .. --... f 1 IF el .. ;;.._ .. altier .._._, ... W1dll 
1 ~ n net ldll .. ...., r. t1da '""""' l'e. 
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lira. Ge:rva L A J1J7 
120)8 ...ua Dllda 
CUA.IIIehtpn 

Dlsr lira •. az&w.tlo. 

r ! '• • • - - - f , : 

t. 

I rearet t1at I .at e• •delta v1th JOII at aasa ts. tdthol& beiDc 
able _, f'pnfeb ,_ dtb ....,. 4eftllite Saf\a:wticlll ~ 70t1Z .. , 
t.be 1aiie ftrat ~ l+o•rd v. ~ 

l!le Dtpa:tl I J1t ot t1le Azlv' !a JU:I'C 8ftq wffta:lo to nao1ft a11 f/1 
\ tM ... ]:tia flllt)ae Ita n CDnfi.J.c$. ~ Mll1 &J'Ieb ada --tal& tuk, 
~-. l'lllada ..... b1. tile Jlvdaa1 ~fill 

be4 ee rW• to._. u ....,. aa pnthla. .UO!JIIIt' tile 
'• rn.. ...asa a nt M11 ot au ..._, "•' • ne•ls!ll. &811 
~ *' _,,. atl.cns IAISta.Szle4 --- their eS1fla'P7 ....,._ 

See, t.bere Sa a s--SblUtT 'tbat tbe;r -o- bne nce1wl4 ta_..nt lQ' a 
de!lt18t Clr-doc:toz- .11hkh ,. DOt l"ef'l.eete4 Sn -u..e ncDI'C1a. 

\J • -

7f1!IIZ .. -s. .. or aar tme801ft4 ... nt., w ..u J.Da to 
c,.~ce noca4 ot all¥ ot Ida «eat.a1 aDl Jl:lldoa1 ~ 

............ lilrlda fted17 ................. telda 
...., tldlO ....-. tid* Sa:tfo; ••• ._,.,. tae11de .-. ....._, kat---. ... - .. ,.,.,,._,~~~·, ... -- .. ~ 
- tbe tedh ~ Jlvdaaltx•t .... ....,.... to ...... 1lblch aT .... 
.-1:11&1teA SA ~··· .., .._. ot ta. w to 10 1d11 a1llo be fll srat ......._ . ._. x...,.1d11-. ••• rl, ~- • ~after..-.._.. ...................... ..,. .... !:~:~ • ,.. JiiNfer, ,. 
_,. Altwd *'- =.,.lllll·a•'· m •• ;lfu.taJIIIf• .. .._, alw d11 
I Utlt~-Ida 4frld , tlda ·'&ti I ''"• · . · . 

. . . . . . 

· Jlallrii ·~a*& 1111 !ids.il1a w. __. 1d11 1lie aaaeoef&te' u4, _. 
,_. ta ~ r • • J•S. • .,., .. wtdcb npSNa 
- ,....... 'lllar ........... JUt, .... ..-riee • ·-.. 14 be fJiftbde4 
1a Je&'t!fSatftC telda.· ' - '·- ~:-.:::~-~- ·.:·.' ..... 

. -. 
_;. 

... .. ·· 

a--~---"'1"'::10 
/ ... 

~--d . '\ ·~ ·' lt~ilt' 
~-~ - ,· .... . , ~~_ .·lJ' 
Cbs.t ....w. ~- ':--.. . :. , .. ... · ~~;,. .. \~ ~ . , ( . , .... 

,. ~ .:'.lJr. t~t. 1. ~,,_...~ a 
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Si.Dce ,our SOD1 Fint Li.euteDaDt Leonard V. Button, 0 2 263 254, vas 
reported maaiDg 1n aetioD oo 13 Ma¥ 1953, the Departlllent or tbe Jtrrq 
baa eDterta1Ded tbe bope that be nrnl'ed and that 1Dt01"mmat1on voW.d be 
receiYed di.QelllDg tbe UDOertaint7 11\U"l'O'I',tng h1a abeeDce. Jbwever, u 
11:2 UfiJ' eases, DO 1Dtarmat10D has been received to c.l.ar1..t7 h1a .tatua. 

hll canai~tion bu boell giftn to &l.l 1Dtonrat1on bear1J11 oa tbe 
abeeDce1 1nclnr11ng all ftlCOrds, reports 8D1 c1.rcumstaDces. !be:ee haYe been 
c:aretul.q reY1ewed tiDd eoaaideftd. In Yiev t4 the lapse t4 timlt without 
1.11tormat1on to su;pport a eoatiDued preniZQ?tioD or 8UlT1val tbe DBpsrtment 
o! tbe Arley mQOt term!DaW such ab.eDCe b)' a presumptive t'1ncUng of death.. 
Accord1ngly, an ott'ie1al f1nd1ng ~ cSeatb bas been recorded under tbe pro
rtsi<ma ~ Publ.1c Law 49)1 77th Coagreu1 apFoved March 7, 1.9421 as. mrezxled. 

The t"inding does DOt eatsbllsh an actual or probable date ~deeth. 
Bowner, as required b7 lav it 1Dcludes a preauarptift 4ate ~death tor the 
tera1aBtioD or ~ aDd al.l.ow.Dces, ~ ot ~ &Dd ~ ~ 
death gr&tuities. lD tb1e cue til1a ct&te haa been eet as 14 ~ ~~. 

I zoegzet the Deeeuit,- tor th1a ~but bope. t.bat the eDU.ng r4 a 
loDg period or ~ 1M:¥ g1w at .1eut 8ome small mee.sure at coosola
Uaa. I tru.t tbat 10'1 m;r t1Dd ~ comtort 1D the reel1set1on that 
70fZr land ODe aide tbe avpreuw IIMI"11'1cc whUe eerrtug hcmorabl.7 1D oar 
eotmt:q• • amae. 

2 IDCloe\Ue:& 
DA Pamphlet Jlo. 20-15 
Con F11Jd1ng ~ Death 
(In <Npllcate) 

JOtm A. xu:n7 
lifajor General, U5A 
Acting 1'be M.r..rtant General 
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12098 Borth Dixie 
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Si.Dee ,.our aal, First L1eutemnt I.oooe.rd U. Button, 0 2 263 2841 -was 
reported miasing 1n acti.OD <m 13 ~ 1953, the Del81'tsent c4 tbe J:nq 
lBs .rvertained the hope that be .urvtftd and that tn:rcmatial vtlW! be 
reeeiTed d1.spell1ng the~~ h1a abaence. Bowever, as 
1n JIZm:f caus, DO 1nrouBt1oo lBs becm received to cl.arlt';y his atatua. 

l"Ull eonatderat1oo bas boan g!Yan to all tnrat'Siaticl2 beer1llg em the 
absence, inelud1ng all rec-orda, reparta and ~. ~ bsnt beel 
ea.ref'ul.ly rev1eved and considered. In v1ev or the lapGe of time without 
inforr:e:tioo to wpport a continued ~iorl f1f :rorvival the llepartamt 
or the Arrq must terminate eucll absence by a prestmpt1ve :tmding ot death. 
Ace~,. ml atf'ie1al fi_ntUng o:t' death ba.s bee1 reeordod under the pro
visions ot Publ1e Lav 490, T7th ~as, QPrOV'ed March 7, 1942, u amended. 

~ tind1:cc doe.5 not estahltah an actm:U or probabla date or 4eatb. 
However, as required b;r lav 1t 1nclmes a presumptive elate ar death tar the 
term1J:Btiozs c4 pay aDd allowances, Rttl.emeat 0: accoanttl em ~ at 
death gratnit.ie. ln t.h:1s cue this date las been aet u 14 }by lSf~. 

I regret the DeC8SS1tJ far th1a •••~ bat hcpe that the en:Hng of a 
laag period at unc:erta.1nV _, ~ at leut 8C1:e smpl l m6a!PJ:"e c! CQ3:80la,.. 

tia:J.. I trust that 7a1 -.r !'1Dd ewrtetntQg ~ in tho %'0fllimtial tt.t 
~ loftd cae JBda the .. .,. Merlt1ee vh11a aE"'f'1::g ~ 1D our 
ca.mtry•. e8ZJfle. 

.mmJ A. IIBII 
Ms.jor General, USA. ... 
.Aet1ng ~ .Ad,Jtltant Geeral. 
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JJ:IIS-1 101 a&tta, s..o-:rt. v. 
0 I 163 S$ (1.8 - ») 

Dll&r llr. JUt toll; 

I nSNt t.bat I .at c:oat1m tbe rec:ellt ~gra 1sl which lOU W8l"e 
tatozweA \bat 7fNr .,., J'1Nt Ltfttesaat lieOs:ar4 v. ll&tt.Gl, bU Mn n
pozotec1111-1ns 11l act1oa 1a Corea es... l.~ ~ 1953. 

...~ 

I bow that MW 41atzus 1a en-' lJ1 Nl.llre to nceiw .an ' · .. · ... 
1Btorllit.t10A or 6Dt&Ua. !'tlel'etwe, I 1d.ab to ...... JOG ~ at _, 
tiM a6UU.onal tatoz&UOD 1a reaiwcl it w1ll 'M t.naaltta4 to JOil 
vt.tbcm ~. 

lfhe tea "'li.a1Dg 1ll Ktiol1" 1a ..a Oll1¥ t;o 11141cate ~ the 
~ W at&tlla fit M S..Uri61&1 1a DOt S r U•teJ.7 Jmoft. It 
1a DOt 1Jltell4e4 to cooter~ the ~·at• that the cue Sa clo• 1. I 
w1ah to ..,ma.s .. that .-rr etrort 1a czerte4 c.t-'..,..,7 w clev 
up tbe ata1a1a ot eur ~. VDier '*ttla oellti~ 1ib1a u a 
tift'1calt tuk • ,_ .-t •• f1J¥ nslt•. ~ baa eh:cMa 
that a r te ot ,..._. ftpCIIr'W ldatq ill IICtioe _.. eu'b••~•••U7 
zoeparte~ u retw..tto tDt7 _. w._ boiJplt.H..t r .. ~. 

Ill .... to Nl.W• ts..Det.eJ. _i, - tbe JW' fit ~ ._,...,... 
td llf.l1W7 ,.. 1 w.s cenU4 1a • Ill-sac Sa cUoa etaw., 
C4;a41- •••=W. ~ 1lldch ooa'' ... "'- ,..,, allQIFiatM ..a 
~fit -= ....... aUJ. t.be1r ......... W"bt~ eatMUebel.. 

,....~ - - --- te ,.. 1111 - Ahlt a;r .. ·- tar1ltc ~ JU'104 
ol~. 

21Kl .... 
...u.ua .t w..u.o. 
8bMt eat11J.e4 ~e 

A CODE trr 
0 
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. DATA ( REMAINS NOT YET RECOVERED OR ! ~TIFIED 
I ., 

GRADE ~·-f'frAME (La•l, Fird, M iddl.e I nilial) 
/ {' : 

R~PORTS CONTROL 
SYMBOL QMO·IIf 

PRESENT SERIAL 
NUMBER 

~./ ·· BUTTOB, Leonard w.17 I 1 /- 1/Lt 0 I 168 I~ 
I -~ ~-~'--------------------------------~------~--------------+--------------1 ' • ,;. ·:. ~RGANIZATION RACE Cij£:(0 .,._ FORMER SERIAL 

/ f" ~'• ,. T {-· I~ N t NUMBER(// applicab~) 

I .. 

(\., 
: / 

DATE OF FOD 

HEIGHT , / 

~
1

7 fZ--
WEIGHT 

I '} ..6-

Eflv ,_ 
UPPER RIGHT 

8 7 

LOWER RIGHT 

6s ) ts 14 j( 12 It 

X= Extracted 

FRACTURES AND/OR BREAKS 

2 

W It 1_/ t-

COLOR EYES 

8R.o vJ r.J 

c_.· _.,t·-:-r 1 _._ r 
Do ~-~ }r ,"--'! 7 ~ 

KOREA 

COLOR HAIR SHOE SIZE 

B !\ a (A/ 1\/ SB 
,... 

DENTAL CHART 1:- X: 11/YI I .b ( I c I ..s- 2-

UPPER LEFT 

2 3 4 t. 6 

II A X X ( 16 10 9 

~ 
O=Carlous 1 =Carious Non-Restorable 

c...,-!:=. II _,_ .:rArrQOW,DJoR·B.IfHHMAR~ 'r' r. , ·: 1'-; ' _. " ' 1 : · .• . 

I 
- - ,.. r s ti 1.: .. ~ r t'tl ~. ~ .....v, ._; '"" •· 

t l , , ,, r ~-. .c /; • T . · 2 ' :.:.. r. 

'1/_Lf- 1 {. N · 1_ c. ,-: r t:>>:Jj 8t· TO :i-. '-')2 ~J _ . . 11 ,.. 

I 

I 
OQMG FORM 371 
24JAN~I 

I 
CJ 7 fl c /{ ·: _..;;;.E.:..N:;....L.l...;,/1..:.....:L=-~0~/1;...;....,.;T:.......ct1:...:.· __ ..;./!_·. :_ . .., _.ll_l _L_A_I..;...:-_'-~..:: ii":.~~-m 

- IJ ~r----m 
.... ~ .. - - lw 

DATE fORWARDED TO FIELD--- ----
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