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The French also used deception to gain access to the city of Vienna after the 
destruction of the Austrians at Ulm. Murat, after arriving at the city gates, lied 
to the soldiers there, telling them to let him and his men in, as an annistice had 
been signed. Although weary, the Austrians complied, allowing the French 
troops into the city. This proved to be a fatal and embarrassing judgment on 
the part of the Austrians. 

The Battle of Austerlitz itself was won by Napoleon's skillful deception of the 
enemy, allowing him to entice them into action under false pretenses. 
ReaJizjng that he was in a vulnerable position, far from home and isolated, 
Napoleon knew that he had to get the Coalition to act on his tenns before 
reinforcements could arrive. To achieve this, Napoleon deceived the Austrians 
and Russians into believing that the Grande Armee was much weaker and 
smaller than they actually were by doing the foUowing: l )  he abandoned the 
Pratzen Heights, allowing the Austrians and Russians to think that be had 
made a fatal blunder. and that they were now in a far superior position. 2) 

Once having ensured that the Coalition was going to take the bait and actually 
attack, Napoleon set about ensuring that they would attack when and where he 
wanted. As per his CONOPS, be denuded his right flank to entice the enemy 
to attack there, freeing up his other forces to attack the weakened and 
otherwise committed Coalition forces. 3) To achieve this, Napoleon hid two 
divisions in the floor of the valley, covered by fog. The Coalition had no idea 
that they were there, and thus were not hesitant to com.rnit the bulk of their 
forces to the southern edge. 
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• 

Thus, the Coalition never considered that the French would recover from the 
initial attack or be capable of taking the Prat.z.en Heights from them. 

4) The old-fashioned regimental style of the annies of the Coalition was no 
match to the mobile and quick corps structure of the Grande Annee. They 
traveled and maneuvered in huge masses, making them slow and cumbersome, 
and unable to maneuver with any ease on the battlefield They were unable to 
take advantage of terrain, and weJe not able to defend against the mobile corps 
that Napoleon sent against them. 
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DBK: 

DBK followed almost the same pattern as the DBA line. It was initially high, 
as Napoleon was aware of the majority of the plans of the Coalition due to the 
information he was receiving from his spy in the Austrian headquarters, 
Schulmeister. 

DBK dropped at Ulm, as Napoleon had guessed incorrectly the Austrian's 
actions. He assumed the they would have already withdrawn southeast toward 
more defensible river lines, maneuvered his forces accordingly. The Austrians 
had not detected his forces therefore remaining at Ulm, which caused the 
Grande Armee to march past them. Napoleon quickly realized his mistake, 
doubled back to Ulm, and surrounded the enemy, forcing them to surrender. 

DBK rose again after the battle at Ulm, and remained high up until the Battle 
of Austerlitz. Napoleon and the Grande Annee were pursuing the French and 
the surviving Austrians eastward - knowing that they were withdrawing in 
order to attempt to meet up with reinforcements. 

During the actual battle at Austerlitz, DBK rose to above high. when it climbs 
above high. Napoleon was successful in orchestrating the movements of the 
battle, therefore predetermining what the future act1ons of the enemy were to 
be. 
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• DBK falls off as Napoleon Is unable to determine new Coalition efforts to concentrate on 
him at Waterloo. Napoleon looses all DBK as he is no longer aware of the exact intent of the 
Coalition forces. In particular, he is unable to comprehend that the Prussian forces have not 
fallen back along their national LOCs, that they have established new LOCs with their Anglo­
Allied pan.ners, and that they intend to concentrate on him with the Anglo-AJlies. 

• 

• 

DBA falls as Coalition forces withdraw and rises again with contact during last 

engagements. Again, physical contact with the enemy at Waterloo and Wavre raises DBA 
{though imperfect awareness of Grouchy's forces at Wavre keeps it from rising higher), and 
finally falls off as the French are defeated. 
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