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Zedong's ambition to overcome Shanghai 's Western-derived reaction and decadence with the 

revolutionary and modernizing force of "scientific socialism." 

Mao Zedong (1893- 1976) 

Yet Shanghai, once rejected by millions of Chinese as the embodiment of everything 

bad that the world had done to China and, worse, a major weapon that once served Western 

interests against Chinese ones, is now seen as something else entirely- the incubator and 

disseminator of the creatively modem, a place that demonstrates China's capacity to 

comprehend everything included in the contemporary definition of modernity, whether in 

politics, economics, science and, especially, culture?5 But the reversal between countryside 

and city is important for another reason, not just a metaphorical one. We saw how Liang 

Qichao, in his post- World War I disi llusionment, imagined modernity's urban future- and, 

therefore, China 's urban future-as exciting and as necessary to China's rejuvenation, but 

also as unsettling, even nightmarish. Like Zeng Pu before him, he experienced both pleasure 

and alarm. 

2s "Shanghai Modernity: Commerce and Culture in a Republican City", in Frederic Wakeman, Jr., and Richard 
Louis Edmonds, eds. Reappraising Republican China (New York: Oxford University Press USA, 2000). 
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The Nantong v is ion was, in the end, the response of a local conservative elite that had 

been the product of generations of Chinese habits of governance. ln the early years of the new 

Republic, the roots of visions for the renovation of China came from other places. Sun Yat

sen himself ( 1866-1924), the founder of the new Republic of China, was in no sense a 

product of old China ; rather, as his most recent biographer, Marie-Claire Bergere, describes 

hi m, "he was a pure product of maritime China, the China of the coastal provinces and the 

overseas communities, open to foreign influences." He was educated in Honolulu, later 

trained as a physician, and was also a Christian. "The education that the young peasant 

received in missionary schools initiated him into the modern world and aroused in him a 

desire to give China a rank and role worthy of it in that world. "31 

Sun Yat-sen (1866- 1924) 

Sun built his first political base outs ide of China by organizing overseas Chinese around 

the world. Like the world famous Chicago urban planner and architect Daniel Burnham 

(1846-1912)-the creator of modern city planning who had become well-known in China-

31 Marie-Claire Bergere, Sun Yat-sen, tr. Janet Lloyd (Stanford : Stanford University Press, 1998), p.3. 
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Chiang Kai-shek (1887-1975) 

The new National Government established in Nanjing had as its aim the physical as 

well as the cultural remaking of China. " If in Shanghai, modernity could be defined as the 

'material transformation of everyday life,' Nanjing was consumed with the industrialization 

of national life . . . The new government planned to 'reconstruct' China to make it modern. A 

gleaming capital would rise out of the mud alleys of Nanjing, a city twice destroyed in the 

previous century."33 Within a year of the founding of the regime, as Professor William Kirby 

recounts, a team led by an American-trained engineer had produced a detailed plan. It called 

for a new ai rport, modem water and electrical systems, a new ring road to circle the city, new 

railroad connections, a new government district, twelve new parks, and many tree-lined 

avenues, along which seedlings imported from France were planted.34 For all this, in 1937, the 

city which was supposed to become the Paris of the East, was instead immortalized as the site 

of one of World War II 's signature atrocities. 

33William C. Kirby, "Engineering China: Birth of the Developmental State," in Wen-hisn Yeh, ed., Becoming 
Chinese: Passages to Modernity and Beyond (Berkeley: University of California Press, 2000), p. 137. 
34 Kirby, pp. 139, 140. 
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created by the younger Speer, and the North-South axis once planned by the elder Speer for 

H itler's New Berlin, which was to be called Germania.58 

The main argument, however, has been between "traditionalists' ' and "modernists.'' 

Over the past several years, there have been growing complaints from practicing Chinese 

architects that the city's signature projects arc being designed almost exclusively by Western 

firms. For example, the new headquarters of the country's largest government-owned bank is 

a project of Skidmore, Owings, and Merrill ofNcw York. A Dutch firm won the competition 

for two new buildings for CCTV (China Central Television), the state-owned broadcaster

one to serve as its headquarters, the other to serve as a cultura l center to also include a large 

hotel. The headquarters building, skyscraper though it will be, is al ready renowned for its 

radically untraditional appearance and the difficulties its shape has presented to the people 

who arc actually building it. And, as already noted, the new National Theater, an egg-shaped 

structure with a titanium skin now under construction adjacent to the Great Hall of the People, 

is the work of French architect Paul Andreu. 

Grand National Theater (under construction), Beijing 

The 2008 Olympic projects afford the present government of China an opportunity to 

revamp the nation's capital , an opportunity at least the equal of any of the great capital 

sx Antoaneta Bezlova, "Friction Builds over Beijing's Olympic Revamp." Asia Times. March 18, 2003, p. 2. 



069 

               

                  

               

               

              

     

             

               

            

               

                 

             

              

               

                

              



070
 

       

               

               

                   

         
      

       
           

           
          

         
           

          
           

             
          

  

            

                

                

                  

                 



071 

                

              

              

                   

             

                

             

             

                

              

             

              

              

                

               

                 

     

            

             

            

              

                

                



072
 

               

               

              

     

               

               

                   

               

  

               

         

               

       

         
         

          
 

          
           

         
          

          
      

        
            

            
  

         
        

         
   



073 

        
       

           

   

               

                 

             

               

              

              

             

            

                

              

                

                 

                

                

               

           
         

        
         

         
           

              



074 

       

           
        

           
       

         
           

        

                

              

                

              

                  

                    

                

    

               

                 

             

        

                 

                 

              

              

           



075 

             

              

              

                 

             

            

               

      

            

             

                

                

             

                 

                

  

                

                 

               

                 

                

              

                 



076
 

                

             

 

                   

              

                

              

           

              

 

        
         
         
          
         

          
     

         
        
         
         

        
   

                

               

               

              

               
       



077 

            

            

             

               

              

              

        

             

                  

             

                 

                

                

              

               

                 

           

             

             

              

               

              

            

  



078 

                

               

                 

            

            

            
          

         
           

        
        

     

          
          

         
         

       
          
    

             

          

           
        

        
          

          
        
         

      

              

                

                
              

    



079 

               

               

               

        

                

             

                

            

          

             

            

                  

             

            

                 

  

         
         

        
         

         
           

            
   

         
         

            
          



080 

         
  

                 

               

               

                

            

            

               

         

             

                 

              

               

                

            

               

               

               

               

            
            

         
             

               
     

    



80 

to stay, awaken the dead. and make whole what has been 
smashed. But a storm is blowing in from Paradise; it has got 
caught in his wi ngs with such violence that the angel can no 
longer close them. This stonn irresistibly propels him into the 
future to which his back is turned, while the pi le of debris grows 
skyward. T his stonn is what we call progress.69 

081 

[n thi s way, Benjamin offers a graphic comment on the ou tcome of modernity in 

Europe- murderous ideologies like azism and Bolshevism, the mass murders of the 

Holocaust and the Purges. Yet insofar as many contemporary Chinese writers a rc concerned , 

though this may be the end of the story in Europe, it is only the beginning of the story in 

China; the denouement of China's story has not yet been reached . Thus, in Professor Ban 

Wang 's powerful presentation, even as the Angel of His tory may usefu ll y serve to instruct 

Chinese about the past, there arc at least three more angels who a rc now serving to inspire 

writing about the present and the future- the angels of the fantastic, the schizophre ni c, and 

the grotesque. 70 

'"Angelus Novus ·· by Paul Klee 

There may be something of the melodramatic and even of the histrionic in anal yses of 

this sort, but they feed into an ongoing discussion of the signi fica nee of the modem Chinese 

~~Theses on lfisrory. #9 ( 1940). Hannah Arendt. ed .. Walter Benjamin. !1/uminations: Essays om/ R4ll!ctions 
(New York: Schockcn Books. 1969). pp. 257- 258. 
70 Ban Wang, Ibid.. p. 229. 
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also for the writer to revert to the role of witness and strive to 
present the truth ... ?K 

090 

The Chinese text of Gao's lecture continues to circulate inside China and throughout 

the Ch inese-writing world. 

Portrait of Gao Xinjiang 

IV The Decline and Fall of the Soviet Empire 

Any discussion of the future of national epics and national narratives in China as a contributor 

to strategic thinking should begin by examining the fate ofthe very story that was put forward 

not so long ago as the greatest of China's modem national narratives- the coming of the 

People's Republic of China. And central to an understanding of that particular talc is the 

radical way in which it attached China's history and China's future to concepts that were not 

Chinese at all- Marxism, Dialectical Materialism, Proletarian rnternationalism, and 

Stalinism. Beyond these abstractions, China's future was also attached to a recently-

established, actually-existing, political regime- the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics- a 

?M Nobcllccturc, December 7, 2000. 



091 

               

                 

               

                

                 

                

           

             

             

               

             

             

            

                 

               

               

             

                  

               

             

            

             

                   
   



092
 

            

             

           

          

   

             

             

                  

               

              

              

                

                

               

               

   

     



093 

          
         

        
           
           

          
            

         

               

             

               

                   

               

    

        
          
        

        
          

         
         

                

                

                  

                 

                

             

                 

              
   



094
 

              

             

               

          

               

                

                

                

              

               

                  

            

                 

              

                 

          

            

               

               

             

              

              

  



095 

              

                

                  

               

                

              

            

             

               

              

              

              

               

                  

              

        

           

            

          

       
          

           
        

          
         

             
        



096
 

         
        

         
          

        
           

           
            

        
         

           
  

             

               

             

                 

               

              

                 

            

   

                

                

          

             

               

            

        



097 

            
           

           
        

          
         

         
          

  
   

   

             

             

            

             

            

            

    

              

               

                

             

              

             

              

                

                

              

              

      



098
 

               

             

            

    

             

                

               

              

               

                

             

                 

                

                

            

            

             

           

    

              

             

               

               



099 

                

            

                

         

                

              

           

             

                

           

               

                

                

                

              

               

               

   

            

             

               



100
 

               

             

             

                 

           

              

     

        
        

         
        

          
        

 

      
       

           
            

        
           

            
           

           
        

     

           
         

          
      

 

           

           

               



101 

               

             

              

              

         

               

             

               

            

                

                

         

          

             

         
           

          
        

          
        

          
        

            
   

                

               

            

         



102
 

      

                  

             

                

                 

             

            

             

                  

                

          

   

               

                 

              

                  

             

               

                  

            

             



103 

            

                

                   

                  

 

               

               

                 

                

                

               

            

                 

               

         

          
       

       

       
         

            
        

         
          
             

         
         

         
  



104 

      
          

         
     

             

                

           

            

               

        

              

               

                 

                 

               

               

             

       

                

            

                

              

            

              



105 

           

       

                 

              

                 

               

           

              

          
          

          
       
       

         
         

       

         
         

       
         

        
       

          
         
   

           
        

       
        

        
 

            
             

              
      



106 

               

            

              

            

            

                    

            

                

                 

            

          
           

          
          

          
        

            
        

       
           

         
        

                

                  

          

               

               

 

          



107 

   

           

               

                 

             

             

                

                

             

        

             

             

                   

           

              

   

              

              

              

                

                
   



108
 

                 

                

                

 

               

              

                

               

               

             

             

             

            

                 

       

              

                

             

         
         

          
        

           
          

           
        



109 

        
        

                

       

            

                 

             

            

               

                 

               

                 

                

               

                   

                

           

               

             

               

             

                 

                 
 

    



110
 

              

             

              

             

                  

               

             

              

            

               

               

                 

                

                

               

       

         
        

         
         

        
            

            
          

          
       

             
        



111 

              

             

            

                

            

               

                

     

                 

                

                

           

              

           

              

              

              

             

             

           

                

                 

             

     



112
 

              

                 

            

      

   

                 

             

           

             

          

            

            

      

            
           

           
        

         
         

      

         
        

           
       

         

               
          



113 

               

                    

                 

             

   

          
         

          
         

            
       

           
         

           
           

           
  

              

                

             

              

               

              

               

               

                   

           

 

                  
          



114
 

              

              

               

             

                 

              

             

              

              

               

 

   

                

             

            

             

             

             

                

            

              



115 

               

 

           

               

             

             

                

               

             

            

               

                

               

                

             

                 

              

                   

               

              

             

            



116
 

              

               

           

           

              

                

              

            

                

               

                  

            

                 

           

               

              

              

                 

         

               

       

           

          



117 

            

               

                

             

                

             

             

             

             

     

           

                

              

               

               

              

             

            

                

              

              

                 

           



118
 

             

           

              

               

                   

               

                

               

               

                 

                

             

               

         

             

                  

              

              

                

             

            

             

               



119 

             

         

         

                

             

                

              

                

          

              

              

              

                 

 

              

                

                

             

             

                

             

             

            



120 

             

                

                

              

                 

               

     

            

               

                 

             

              

             

             

            



121 

                 

              

              

 

               

               

           

            

               

                

            

         

                

              

            

              

              

             

            

              

             

      



122 

            

            

            

                

             

               

              

                 

                 

           

             

                 

               

              

               

              

        

   

             

              

              



123 

              

           

           

              

             

             

             

           

               

               

            

              

  

              

               

              

                 

                

              

             

                

                 
          



124
 

          

            

                  

          

            

             

            

         

              

                

              

               

               

              

          

              

            

            

           

              

                



125 

                 

           

           

             

             

               

               

             

            

               

     

             

                  

                 

              

                  

                  

             

               

                 

                   

              

            



126 

              

            

                   

                

               

           

           

                     

               

            

            

               

             

               

             

                

                  

          

               

                 

               

                

              



127 

                 

                

               

               

             

                

              

             

                

               

               

             

         

          



128 

   

              

                

               

              

                 

               

                  

                  

               

        

               

           

               

               

               

             

             

                

             



129 

              

                 

               

                

            

               

                 

              

              

             

         

              

                

                

             

           

     

               

              

            

             

                 

                 



130 

                

             

             

              

   

               

               

                

               

                    

                   

   

           

                

                

            

             

               

             

           

                  

            



131 

              

                  

               

               

              

  

            

              

              

                

             

             

              

            

             

               

                

               

          

              

                  

              

             
   



132 

              

              

                

             

           

             

                 

               

            

               

               

            

            

               

               

              

              

              

            

                  

               

             

                 



133 

             

                  

               

                

              

               

            

                 

            

              

              

               

            

             

                

                 

              

        

           

            

             

             

                



134 

                  

              

                 

          

         

             

            

             

             

             

           

               

                

  

           

            

              

                

                

             

              

                

         



135 

               

               

              

             

                 

      

   

            

                

             

              

             

             

                  

               

                

                  

               

               

   

                   



136 

              

            

             

           

              

            

               

               

                  

                

               

                 

       

               

                 

                 

               

                

     

                 
        


	15-F-0715_doc_1
	Page 1 [03-11-2019] of -15-F-0715-
	Page 1




