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UNITED STATES AIR FORCE

BRIGADIER GENERAL MICHAEL A. FANTINI

Brig. Gen. Michagl A. Fantini is the Principal
Director for Middle East Policy, Office of the Under
Secretary of Defense for Policy, Office of the
Secretary of Defense, the Pentagon, Washington
D.C. He formulates and provides oversight of
defense policy and national security strategy for 14
Middle East nations, to include Bahrain, Egypt,
Iran, lraq, Israel, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Oman,
Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Syria, United Arab Emirates
and Yemen. In addition, he coordinates with the
National Security Council staff, Congress, Joint
Staff, State Depariment, pariner govemments, U.S.
embassies, and combatant commanders in the
development and execution of DoD policy for the
Middle East.

General Fantini graduated from the Catholic
University of America and was commissioned
through the Reserve Officer Training Corps
program at Howard University Following
graduation, he served in a variety of operational
assignments as an F-16 pilot, instructor pilot and
weapons officer. He has commanded a fighter
squadron, the 332nd Expeditionary Operations
Group in Balad, Iraq, the 82nd Training Wing, Sheppard AFB, Texas, and the 451st Air Expeditionary Wing,
Kandahar, Afghanistan. He has served in multiple staff positions, including Chief of the Fighter Weapons
Branch, Secretary of the Air Force Office of Special Programs; Operations Officer and Deputy Division Chigf
of Global Force Management at the Joint Operations Directorate, Director, Combat Force Application and
Operational Capabilities Requirements. In his previous assignment, General Fantini was Commander,
Kandahar Airfield (NATO}, Kandahar, Afghanistan. As COMKAF, he was responsible for the operational
efficiency and readiness of Kandahar Airfield. He acted as Senior Airfield Authority and a task force
commander-equivalent in defense of the airfield exercising centralized coordination of airfield operations,
logistics, NATO assets, and real estate management while leading all force protection actions in defense of
nearly 22,000 assigned and attached personnel

General Fantini is a command pilot with more than 3,200 hours in the MQ-9, F-16, T-37 and T-38.

EDUCATION

1986 Bachelor's degree in mechanical engineering, The Catholic University of America, Washington, D.C.
1994 Squadron Officer School, Maxwell AFB, Ala.

1996 Master's degree in aeronautical science, Embry-Riddle University, Daytona Beach, Fla.
1998 Air Command and Staff College, by cerrespondence

http://www.af.mil/DeskiopModules/ArticleCS/Print.aspx?Portalld=1&Moduleld=858& Article= 108772 11/3/2015



Page 2 of 3

2000 Marine Corps Command and Staff College, Quantico, Va.

2005 Master's degree in national security studies, Nationa! War College, Fort Lesley J. McNair, Washington
D.C.

2011 U.S. Air Force Leadership Enhancement Program, Center for Creative Leadership, University of North
Carolina, Greensboro

2013 Combined / Joint Special Operations Component Commanders Course, Joint Special Operations
University, MacDill AFB, Fla.

ASSIGNMENTS

1. February 1987 - November 1988, Student, undergraduate pilot training, Williams AFB, Ariz.

2. Novemnber 1988 - July 1989, F-16 Student Pilot, 72nd Tactical Training Fighter Squadron, MacDili AFB,
Fla.

3. July 1989 - May 1992, F-16 Pilot, Instructor Pilot, 68th Fighter Squadron, Moody AFB, Ga.

4. May 1992 - July 1993, Flight Commander, 35th Fighter Squadron, Kunsan AB, South Korea

5. July 1993 - January 1994, Student, Weapons Instructor Course, USAF Weapons School, Nellis AFB,
Nev.

6. January 1994 - November 1996, Weapons Officer, Assistant Operations Officer, Hill AFB, Utah

7. November 1996 - May 1999, Flight Commander, Assistant Operations Officer, USAF Weapons School,
Nellis AFB, Nev.

8. May 1999 - July 2000, Chief, Fighter Weapons Branch, Secretary of the Air Force Office of Special
Programs, the Pentagon, Washington D.C.

9. July 2000 - August 2001, Student, Marine Corps Staff College, Quantico, Va

10. August 2001 - April 2002, Chief of Safety, Aviano AB, Italy

11. April 2002 - July 2002, Operations Officer, 510th Fighter Squadron, Aviano AB, taly

12. July 2002 - July 2004, Commander, 510th Fighter Squadron, Aviano AB, Italy

13. July 2004 - June 2005, Student, National War College, Fort Lesley J. McNair, Washington D.C.

14. June 2005 - January 2006, Operations Officer, Joint Operations Division-CENTCOM, J-3, Joint Staff,
Pentagon, Washington, D.C.

15. January 2006 - May 2007, Operations Officer and Deputy Division Chief, Global Force Management,
Joint Operations Directorate, J-3, Joint Staff, Pentagon, Washington D.C,

16. May 2007 - Jung 2008, Chief C4 Capabilities Division, Directorate of Operational Capabilities
Requirements, Joint Integration, Headquarters U.8. Air Force, Washington D.C.

17. June 2008 - June 2009, Commander 332d Expeditionary Operations Group, Joint Base Balad, Iraq
48. June 2009- May 2011 - Chief, Combat Force Application, Directorate of Operational Capabilities
Requirements, Headquarters U.S. Air Force, Washington D.C.

19. May 2011- April 2012 Director, Combat Force Application, Directorate of Operational Capabilities
Requirements, Headquarters U.S. Air Force, Washington D.C.

20. April 2012 - September 2013, Commander, 82nd Training Wing, Sheppard AFB, Texas

21. November 2013 - January 2014, Commander. 451st Air Expeditionary Wing, Kandahar, Afghanistan and
Commander Kandahar Airfield (NATO), Kandahar, Afghanistan

22. January 2014 - January 2015, Commander, Kandahar Airfield (NATO), Kandahar, Afghanistan

23. January 2015 - present, Principal Director for Middle East Policy, Office of the Under Secretary of
Defense for Policy, Office of the Secretary of Defense, the Pentagon, Washington D.C.

SUMMARY OF JOINT ASSIGNMENTS

1. June 2005 - January 2006, Operations Officer, Joint Operations Division-CENTCOM, J-3, Joint Staff,
Pentagon, Washington, D.C.

2. January 2006 - May 2007, Operations Officer and Deputy Division Chief, Global Force Management, Joint
Operations Directorate, J-3, Joint Staff, Pentagon, Washington D.C.

3. January 2014 - January 2015, Commander, Kandahar Airfield (NATO), Kandahar, Afghanistan

4. January 2015 - present, Principal Director for Middle East Policy, Office of the Under Secretary of
Defense for Policy, Office of the Secretary of Defense, the Pentagon, Washington D.C.

FLIGHT INFORMATION

Rating: command pilot

Flight hours: more than 3,200

Aircraft flown: T-37. T-38, AT-38, F-16. MQ-9
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MAJOR AWARDS AND DECORATIONS

Defense Superior Service Medal

Legion of Merit with oak leaf cluster

Bronze Star with oak leaf cluster

Defense Meritorious Service Medal

Meritorious Service Medal with five oak leaf clusters

Air Medal with four oak leaf clusters

Aerial Achievement Medal with six cak leaf clusters

Joint Service Commendation Medal

Air Force Outstanding Unit Award with three oak leaf clusters
Combat Readiness Medal with four oak leaf clusters

National Defense Service Medal

Air Force Overseas Short Tour Ribbon

Air Force Longevity Service Award Ribbon with six oak leaf clusters
Air Force Training Ribbon

NATO Non-Article Five Medal {ISAF)

General Emblem of Honor {Romania)

Commemaorative Medal for Military Operations (Slovak Republic}

EFFECTIVE DATES OF FPROMOTION
Second Lieutenant Sept. 24, 1986
First Lieutenant Sept. 24, 1988
Captain Sept. 24, 1990

Major June 1, 1998

Lieutenant Colonel Mar. 1, 2002
Colonel July 1, 2007

Brigadier General April 2, 2013

(Current as of September 2015)
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Remembering Iraq: Two Years Ago

Irag was not yet in the grips of a war with ISIS

— NolIslamic Caliphate

— Arabs and Kurds were guarreling over selling oil, who owns Kirkuk, and
when (not if) the Kurds would declare their independence; Sunni
Arabs complained about disenfranchisement, political discrimination,
social isolation, and rampant sectarianism encouraged by Iran; and
Iraq’s politicians in all sects and parties spent their energies making
war on each other while they tried to maneuver for greater power and
control of the state and its resources,

— Electricity, water, and other basic human needs unavailable, neglected
In many areas of the country while provinces sought more authority
and revenue from hydrocarbon resources and the state and the
provi:'lces failed to deliver the needed goods and services to the
people.

-~ The situation in Kurdistan somewhat better in terms of avallability of
basic resources but questions over political power, wealth distribution,
and demands for disputed territories went unanswered.




Remembering Iraq: One Year Ago

Largeareas of. fmﬂ%h' and Ramadi to Mosu! had fallen to ISIS control: the
Islamic Caliphate had been declared g

= Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki was blamed for creating the climate of sectarianism and

ignoring the threat of ISIS; he dismissed from office by his political party, Supreme
Leader Khamenei, Shia pre-eminent cleric Ayatollah Sistani, Iran and the US;

— Haldar al-Abadi new prime minister, promises reforms, an end to sectarlan divisions in

his government, and seems willing to devolve certain powers to the provinces in a
federal power-sharing system Kurds and other provinces were demanding; he fires
generals, the deFuty prime ministers and vice presidents, eliminates ministries, sends
parfiament bills for approval of Kurds’ contracting oil sales and the creation of a new
national guard to police the provinces. Weil done, we thought.

= Bul Iraq’s politicians, especially Mr. Maliki, refuse to cooperate, choosing instead o

focus their energles on denylng Abadi sufficient power to govern, competing with each
other for greater position and control of the state and its resources. The state and the
provinces failed to deliver the needed goods and services to the people

- Meanwhile, Kurdistan and many areas of Iraq are overwhelmed by refugees fleeing war

and ethnic cleansing by the Islamic caliphate, fear of sectarian militias; Yazidis and other
minorities not sufficiently Muslim according to IS standards were captured, killed, forced
to convert, and especially for the women enslaved.

Whereis thestale?




Iraq Today

» [Iraqappears fo be in a dangerous stagnation

— Domestic politics has not improved; the prime minister seems unable
to act, the parliament shows little ability to act and politics seem to be
in disarray.

— The war goes on. with advancesand set-backsin the Anbar and Baiji
regions; terrorist attacks are common occurrencesin and around
Baghdad,

— The caliphate continues “governing " Since governing can be as simple
as rule by terror accompanied by cooption—and ISIS seeins good at
both,

» Whallis thestrategy? Whoare we fighting? How are tiey
organized? Whyis the Caliphate more dangerous than al-
Qaida? Orisit?




How Iraq Views the Region

Syria, support for Government, President Assad; Shia militias
fighting to defend shrines, regime; support for divided Syria?
Iran.grateful for immediate assistance; issue of militias loyal
to Iran, Supreme Leader vs those loyal to Abadi, Ayat Sistani?
Saud{/GCC,Shia sympathies for Shia of Bahirain, Saudi? Is
Saudi seen as plausible ally against Islamic Caliphate/ISIS?
Fenced borders? Assad?

Russia: joint headquarters Baghdad for what?

U.S.. Balance vs Iranian, Russian interests? Who can help?
Will U.S. keep commitments?




How the Region Sees Iraq

Syria. efforts to destabilize 1raq since 2003 but a Sunnistan linkage
unlikely and leverage, not independence, probably goal of most
Sunni Arabs.

Iran: 1s strategy evolving or are tactical adjustments likely?

Saudi/GCC Anlraqi Islamic republic under Shia majority
government not preferred choice but common enemy, shared
interests, Yemen war as experiment in use of military force to
support political goals? Saudi goals in so-called proxy wars
unclear.

Russia, Is Moscow’s war on Chechen. Russian and Central Asian
Muslims important? Trust issues? What does Russia want in Syria,
Iraq, Iran?

U.S.: Mixed views but polls indicate growing popular support for
anti-18IS effort.




What does Iran want in Iraq? 1

» IslIranchanging its strategy in Iraq, or just making tactical
adjustmen(s?

— 1989-2003: Nointerference; support for lraqi Islamic opposition
— Since 2003; Support a weak but united government that can keep Iraq whole
but is unable to ever threaten its neighbor again. It has succeeded inthat,

* Iranhasnot shown aninterest in occupying Irag [does it have to?) or to advance
territorial claims or to seek reparations for 1980-88 war — yet.

* iraq’s Shia remain Arab, not Persian, Independentin spirit but realistic to know that there
Is {ittle they can do to counter lranian inffuence in their country.

. Ifran has friends as well among the Kurds and many Iragi Sunni Arab politicians are
rlends.

« Ifthereis to be a change, it would be tactical—more support for s
stronger center-The United States still has some influence and leverage
in and with Iragis, but that could disappear as the situation in Syria
worsens and as [ran and Russia feel more empowered to act without fear
of reaction from the West, the US., NATO.




What does Iran want in Iraq? 2

« An alternative scenario. Limitedgoals and a compromise?

— Uncertainty over political situation in Iraq? Who responsible for
failure in Mosul? Supreme Leader Khameneias well as Dawa Party,
Ayatollah Sistani, U.S., etc urged Maliki to resign, but who is Abadi
and what does he want? Popular demonstrations seeking economic
reforms, social change?

~ Unwilling to fight to liberate all of Iraq? What if Iran decides can no
longer afford military investment in Iraq, will it fight to liberate
Mosul, Anbaretc? Or will it agree to a compromise with the Islamic
caliphate - stay away from our borders and the Holy shrines and we
will not fight you?

— Shift more to political role for new militias after war or sooner?
« Whatwill Iran do to minimize costs if ISIS is not defeated?




Game Changers

« What happens in the region, happensin Iraq, through
Irag, with Iraq.

— What is the significance of the Russia-lran alliance in Syria and Iraq?
new “center~ in Baghdad for Russian-Iranian-Iragi operations against
18157 Overflights Caspian-Iran-Iraq-Syria?

— Roleof Iranin strategic and operational plannin, %in military
confrontation with ISIS, in resolving domestic political disputes,
backing Syria policy and determining President Assad’s fate? Many of
the attackstargetsin Syria come thru Iranian and Iraqi airspace, part
of Moscow’s coordination with Gen Qassem Suleimani, who is in
charge of [ranian military ops in Syria and Iraq. Who is fighting in
Iraq— IRGC? Qods Force? Regular army?

«  Not questioning Baghdad’s willingness to be partofanything
that will defeat ISIS; issue for Iragand U.S. is wlocan we
frust?




Look Ahead. After ISIS, What?

Will there be a new role for militias? Iranian-backed militias,
government militias, Sistani volunfeer militias, and who kitows how many
rivate warlord controlled militias? Who controls them and what
ppeus when the war for Iraq is over, assuming there is an end point?
Do these militias go home? Maybe. Do they disarm? Never, this is Iraq! Do
they change shape and become political parties and if so, to whomor
what are they loyal?

Iran will over-reach How much is Russian military assistance worth to
Tehran? How deep and long will [ran battle 1SIS in lraq? There will be a
cost. Tehran now sees it needs a stronger central authority to protect
Iranian interests and security. They thought Maliki was that person; they
were wrong and he was rejected by Sutpreme Leader Khameiniand
Ayatollah Sistani. Sistaniis a red-line for the Islamic Republic ~ they may
not like him but they cannot oppose him or try to manipulate the Hawza
in Najaf. One Iraqi told me, Iran has 2 goals int Iraq, keep ISIS away from
its borders and protect the shrine cities. What will they do to minimize
costs if ISIS is not defeated?




Kurdsin Iraq, Iran, Turkey, Syria

Kurds uncertain on next move? When Baghdad is weak, Kurds usually press
hardest and are most demanding. Demand Kirkuk, may or may not care about
Mosul, insist wili keep disputed territories cccupied while 1SIS was taking Mosul. Is
independence the answer?
~ They needIran and Turkey to acquiesce ta independence and borders —| don’t think that will
happen.
— QOil and revenue problems remain.
= Barzanl as president for life—he Is now in the 10% year of an B-1erm presidency, Wilt Kurds
returnto 1990s intra-Xurdish war?
But the Kurds have now done the wrong thing. Recentvioclent protests irbil,
Sulasymaniyah. s it a coup? The KDP has forced the resignation of all Gorran
members of the KRG cabinet, includingits senior parliamentary speaker and
accuses party of provoking demonstrations, 10 peaople are reported killed by KDP
security forces. No reaction from Baghdad. Question is: Are the Kurds using the
ISIS crisis to their advantage— first in occupying disputed territories rather than
defending against 1515 and now in creating a crisis to insure political controland
eliminste a growing challenge to their political controlin the KRG? What Isto be
gained if you win this battle and lose the war? And why is Baghdad ignering Kurds?

Answerdepends on where Kurds sre, who enemy is, whatis
needed lo survive.
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Some Final Observations

«  Several recommendationson Iragcome tomind.

—  Let Abedi govern, He and Iragq need fo show resulls Hisrivals need to support his
efforis and stop trying to weaken his authority, as little as it may be, and work
constructively to keep govermment functioning. The u{p“bh': demonstrations since last
summer continue as do the demands for political reform, electricity 24/7, clean waler.
better security, He needs to control the security organizations, especially (e militias.

= Parlixmen{ needs to approve the oif negotistions with the KRC and the proposed faw
cresting national guard units Without reasonable concesdons (o basic needs in the
KRG fatlcast untl last week) and essurances to the Sunnis waivering between and
willing to cooperate with Baghdsd ISIS cantnot be defeated, Masul will not be refaken

- ﬂlcmﬂtﬂ:smuﬁbchugﬂmﬂrmnmhndprmwﬁmmmwon
Smmmmoﬂﬂhddxapnﬂhﬂzmaof&MWH Nomore
ethnicclesnsing in the name of *we won, itsours thcym
shu‘bfmald.'amlmqurwbatdg ;ﬁu SIS

and reconstruct the new Iraq or no one wzﬂwiu it wtﬂnotf.eum’ andmmﬂc
will not reconcik and live safely and free

. lraqmrmf:md&:dnd:tann&m&pu rovinces undera famof
which v e 14

ZOVEITIANCE W, distinguishes between .mdprwmdd
obligations, Or it candivide imto 3 or more weak aunlbbtodcfaﬁmgm:h{:th

then will de, 3 for, rt
WW pay:hszq will depend on its nejghbors for security, expo
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wrme==CT Versus COIN

* Counterterrorism — Activities and operation taken to
neutralize terrorist and their organization and
networks in order to render themincapable of using
violence to instill fear and coerce governments or

societies to achieve their goals.

* Counterinsurgency — Comprehensive civilian and
military efforts designed te:simultaneously defeat and
contain insurgency-and address its roots causes.

Joint Publication 1-02"DoD Dictionary of
Military and Associated Terms
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s Intelligence

Intelligence is a “cross-cutting” enabler of all
instruments of national power. |
Intelligence results from the.collection,
processing, integration, evaluation, analysis,
and interpretation of information.

It is concerned with foreign nations, hostile or
potentially hostile forces er-elements, or areas
of actual or potential operations.

Elements of the U.S. Intelligence Community

are authorized to conduct covert'and

clandestine operations.
SRR T




AT Intelligence Supportto CT

« Must identify and stop the threat before it
materializes.

fferent from traditional

* CT intelligence is very.di
intelligence.
— Terrorist organizations are a very hard target.
— It is not only known terrorists; it is anyone who
might commit an act of terrorist.

» Significant roles for: SIGINT, Liaison partners,
document exploitation, and interrogation.
| ~
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> |Intelligence Support to CT

Tactical warning versus strategic warning.
Global reach, globaldiaison.

Different analytic approaChi.

Very time sensitive, perishable information.

Relationship between the policy'maker and

intelligence analyst'is much-different.
R



== Intelligence Support to COIN

e ltis notjUst the threat, it is the population.

« Goes beyond HUMINT and :SIGINT:
— Populationcentric information,
— Census data,
— Patrol and PRT Debriefs,
— Shura minutes, B
— Polling data.

 Build a map for leveraging.popular support and
marginalize the insurgency itself. __.



wswove- |ntelligence Support to COIN

» Very different set of analytic challenges:
— What do the local think about the insurgents,
— Do they feel safer‘or less safe when government
forces are in the area,
— What disputes exist betweénillagesiand tribes,
— Local “personalities” that can drive a wedge
between the population and insurgents.
* Tactical-level information is laden with
strategic significance.
« Send analysts down from Higher HQs to

ensure information“flows up.
e i




—weeve-  |ntelligence Support to COIN

* Intelligence is the commander’s responsibility

— Establishes priority intelligence requirements

— Sets proper collection'and production

— Demands critical informatien flows up

— Expects intelligence summaries te: incorporate all

activities—civil affairs, PRTs, local govt., security

« Different Organizational Structure

— Information Centers for “White* Sociecultural

— Fusion Centers for “Red” Find, Fix, and Finish



Sedeiiigenee Concluding Thoughts

* Two different missions, two vastly different
approaches to providing intelligence support.

 As always, leadership is the key.
» Challenge analysts and collectors.

- Be a demanding consumer-ofintelligence.



