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Re1nembering Iraq: Two Years Ago 

• Iraq was not yet in the grips of a war with /SIS. 
- No Islamic Caliphate 
- Arabs and Kurds were quarreling over selllng oil, who owns Kirkuk, and 

when (not If) the Kurds would declare their Independence; Sunni 
Arabs complained about disenfranchisement, political discrimination, 
social Isolation, and rampant sectarianism encouraged by Iran; and 
Iraq's politicians In all sects and parties spent their energies making 
war on each other while they tried to maneuver for greater power and 
control of the state and its resources. 

- Electricity, water, and other basic human needs unavailable, neglected 
In many areas of the country while provinces sought more authority 
and revenue from hydrocarbon resources and the state and the 
provinces failed to deliver the needed goods and services to the 
people. 

- The situation in Kurdistan somewhat better in terms of avallabllity of 
basic resources but questions over polltlcal power, wealth distribution, 
and demands for disputed territories went unanswered. 



Remembering Iraq: One Year Ago 

LsJgt: lln:aJ of lraQfrcm Falluiahand Ramadi to Mosul hadfallt:n lo /S/Sconlro/; /he 
1s/Rmic~had1:JoenaecJanxJ 

Prime Minister Nurl al·Mallkl was blamed for creatlng the climate of sectarianism and 
ignoring the threat of ISIS; he dismlned from office by his polltlca1 party, Supreme 
Leader Khamenel, Shla pre-eminent cleric Ayatollah Slstanl, Iran and the US; 
H<1ldar al.Abadi new prime minister, promises reforms, an end to sectarian divisions in 
his government. and seems willing to dewlve certain powers to the provinces In a 
rederal power-sharing system Kurds and other provinces were demanding; he fires 
gener.ils, the deputy prime ministers and vke presidents, ellminates ministries, sends 
parliament bills for approval of Kurds' contracting oil sales and the creation of a new 
nation.ii guard to police the provinces. Well done, we thought. 
But lr.iq's pollllcians, especially Mr. Malikl, refuse to cooperate, choosing Instead to 
focus their cnereles on denying Abadi sufficient power to gDll'ern, competlne with each 
other for greater position and control or the state and Its resources. The state and the 
provinces failed to dellwr the needed soods and services to the people_ 
Meanwhile, Kurdistan and many areas or Iraq are overwhelmed by refugees fleeing war 
and ethnic cleansing by the Isla mlc ca!lph.lle, fear of sectarian mlhtlas; Yazldis and other 
minorltres not sufficiently Mu!>llm according to IS stand;irds were captured, killed, forced 
to convert, and espMlally for the women enslaved. 

When: is tbcslslc7 

\ 
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Iraq Today 

• Iraq appears to be in a dangerous stagnation 
- Domestic politics has uot improved; the prime minister seems tmable 

to iict, the parliament shows little ability to iict and politics seem lo be 
in disarray. 

- Tite war goes on. with advances and set-backs in the An bar and Baiji 
regions; terrorist attacks are common occurrences in nnd around 
Baghdsd, 

- Tite caliphate continues •goveming. ·Since goveming can be as simple 
as mle by ten-01· accompanied by cooption-and ISIS seems good at 
both. 

• What is tlu:strntegy? Who ore we fighting? How ore they 
organized? Why is tile Calipliate more dangerous thllll al­
Qnida? Oris it? 



How Iraq Views the Region 

• Syria, support for Government. President Assad; Shia militias 
fighting to defend shrines. regime; support for divided Syria? 

• /rll/1,gratcfnl for immediate assistance; issue of militias loyal 
to Iran, Supreme Leade1· vs those loyal to Abadi. Ayat Sistani? 

• Saudi/GCCShia sympathies for Shia of Bahrain. Saudi? Is 
Sandi seen as plausible ally against Islamic Caliphute/ISIS? 
Fenced borders? Assad? 

• Russia, joint headquarters Baghdad for what? 

• U.S., Balance vs Iranian. Russian interests? Who con help? 
Will U.S. keep commitments? 
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How the Region Sees Iraq 

• Syria. efforts to destabilize Iraq since 2003 but a Smmistan linkage 
unlikely and le\•erage, not independence. probably goal of most 
Sunni Arabs. 

• Iran, Is sh·ategy evolving or nre tactical adjustments likely? 
• Saudi/GCC. An Iraqi Islamic republic under Shia majority 

govenunent not prefe1Ted choice but conunon enemy, shared 
interests, Yemen war as expeliment in use of militmy force to 
support political goals? Saudi goals in so- called proxy wars 
unclem·. 

• Russia. Is Moscow's war on Chechen. Russian and Cenlml Asian 
Muslims important? Tmst issues? What does Russia want in Syrin. 
lmq, Iran? 

• U.S., Mixed views but polls indicate gt-owing populai· suppo11 fo1· 
anti-ISIS effo11. 



What does Iran want in Iraq? I 

• Is Iran changing its s/rBtegy in /rBq, or just making tactical 
Btfjustments? 

1989-2003: No interference; support for Iraqi Islam le opposition 
Since 2003: Support 11 weak but united govemmentthat can keep Iraq whole 
but is unable to ever threaten lts ne lahbor Bia In. It has succeeded In that. 

• Iran has not shown an lntMest in OCC11p'(ing lraq (does 11 have to?) or to adv a nee 
terrllorlal dalms or to seek reparations for 1980-88 war -yet. 

• Iraq's 5hla remain Arab, not Perslan, lndependentin spirit but reallstlc to know that there 
ls little they can do to counter Iranian influence in their country. 

• Iran has rriends as well among the Kurds and many Iraqi Sunni Arab politlc.iansare 
friends. 

If the.rt:: is to be 11 chBnge, it would be tactics.J-moresupporl for s 
s1Iungcrccntcr. l11e United States still has some influence and leverage 
in and with Iraqis. but that could disappear as the situation in Syiia 
worsens and as Iran and Russin feel more empowered to act without fear 
of reaction from the West. the U.S .. NATO. 
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What does Iran want in Iraq? 2 

• An altemativescenario.Limitedgoalsanda compromise? 
- Uncertainty over political situation in Iraq? Who responsible for 

failure ht Mosul? Supreme Lender Khamenei ns well as Dawa Party. 
Ayatollah Sista..ui. U.S .. etc urged Maliki to resign, but who is Absdi 
nnd what does he want? Popuht1· demonstrations seeking economic 
reforms, social change? 

- Unwilling to fight to liberate all of Iraq? What if Iran decides can no 
longer afford militaryhtvestment in Iraq, will it fight to liberate 
Mosul, An bar etc? Or will it agree ton compromise with the Islamic 
caliphnte - stay away from om· borders and the Holy shrines and we 
will not fight you? 

- Shift more to political role for new militi;is after war or sooner? 

What will lr011do tomiJ1imizecostsif IS/Sis notdef~ted? 



Game Changers 

• Wlzathappensin tlzeregion,happensin Iraq, tlzrouglz 
Iraq, with Iraq. 
- What is the significance of the Russia-Iran alliance in Syria and Iraq? 

new •center" in Baghdad for Russian-Iranian-Iraqi operations against 
ISIS? Overflights Cnspian-lran-lmq-Syria? 

- Role of Iran in strateyjc and operational plannif15t in military 
confrontation with IS1S, in resolving domestic polhical disputes. 
backing Syiia policy and dete1-mining President Assad's fote? Many of 
the attacks targets in Syiia come thru Iranian and Iraqi airspace. pnrt 
of Moscow's coordination with Gen Qassem Suleimani, who is in 
charge of Iranian military ops in Syria and Iraq. Who is fighting in 
Iraq - IRGC? Qods Force? Regular anny7 

• Not questionilig Bngluilld7s willingness to be pa1·t of nnytlw1g 
tltal will defC11t IS/~· issue/or Iraq and U.S. is who can we 
trust? 

---------~~ 
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Look Ahead; After ISIS, What? 

• Will therr: be a new role for militias? Iranian-backed militias, 
govenunentmilitias, Sistani volunteer militias, and who knows how many 
private warlord controlled militias? Who conh"Ols them and what 
happens when the war for Iraq is over, assuming there is an end point? 
Do these militias go home7 Maybe. Do theydisarm7 Never. this is Iraqi Do 
they change shape aud become political parties and if so, to whom or 
what are they loyal? 

• Iran will over-reach How much is Russian military assistance wo11h to 
Tehran? How deep and long will Iran battle ISIS in lraq7 There will be a 
cost. Tehran now sees it needs a stronger central authodtyto protect 
Iranian interests and security. They thought Maliki was that pc:rson; they 
were wron~ and he was rejected by Supreme Leader Khamemi and 
Ayatollnh Sistani. Sislani is a red-line for lhe Islnmic Republic - they may 
not like him but they cannot oppose him or try to manipulate the Hawza 
in Najaf. One Iraqi told me, Iran has 2 goals in kaq, keep ISIS away from 
its borders and protect the shrine cities. What will they do to minimize 
costs if ISIS is not defeated? 
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Kurds in Iraq, Iran, Turkey. Syria 
Kurds uncertain on nm move? When Beahdad Is weak, Kurds usually press 
hardest and are most demanding. Demand Kirkuk, may or may not care about 
Mosul, Insist will keep disputed territories occupied while 1515 was taking Mosul. ls 
independence the answer? 
- They need Iran and Turb!y to acquiesce to lndependente and borders- I don't think that will 

happen. 
- Oil and revenue problems remain. 
- Barzanl as president for lire- he Is now In the 101' year of an 8-term presidency. Will Kurds 

return lo 1990i Intra-Kurdish war 1 
But thr: Kurds have now done thr: wrong thing. Recent violent protests lrbll, 
Sulaymaniyah. ls It a coup7The KDP has forced the resignation of all Gorran 
members of the KRG cabinet, lncludlnglts senior parllamentaryspeaker and 
accuses party of provoklngdemonstratlons, 10 people are reported killed by KDP 
security forces. No reaction from Baghdad. Question ls: Are the Kurds using the 
ISIS crisis to their advantage- first In occupying disputed territories rather than 
defending against1515 and now in creating a crisis to insure political control end 
eliminate a growing challenge to their political control In the KRG7 What Is to be 
gained If you win this battle and lose the war? And why Is Baghdad Ignoring Kurds? 

• Answe.rdependso11 wflereKurdsarc, whoen~myis, wflalis 
needed lo survive. 

n 
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Some Final Observations 

Scvr:ral rcoommendatiomon Iraq come lo mind 
- Lt:I Abrldi,sovan. Ht: and Iraq need to show resuJa. Hb 0\'4b need to support hu 

cf(ons And stop lr}ing to wur:en his 4uthority, <U little as it may be. and work 
constructi\'ely to l:ecp gavemment ftmctionlng. TI1e public: dan.onslmlions since wt 
su1Mler continue 4S do the demands (or political rdonn. electricity 24/i, cle.\n waler 
better S«Urily. He needs to control the ~curil)' organizAtions, especWI)' the militiu 

- PJuliamtmlnmhloapprovr:lbcoilnqplialXJnswithlbcXRCandlbcpraposedlaw 
c:ruting IUlimalguard unitt Withoutrr:Jl50nlbkconassions to basic needs in lbc 
KRG fat least until last wt:ek)IUldllSrllTa/IClt:S to tho SUnnJs w~ belwr:m and 
wl/J.inglocoqxnlt:withB'8htJa4 /SIScannotlx:dcli:alad,MasulwillnDlben:/JIJ:rn 

- 111c militias must be broushJul'ltl:rconlro/ and prr:ventr:d from~ m~on 
SunniArabJIUldolhtr hddrt:SJ1DnSiblt:b-lhccrimcsofs.d:Jarnlli~tnOlf: 
clhnicck:ansfns in tht: rumcol._ wen. it's~ tht:y must •The 
shilbframoldtom:wlraql!ll:grmtbuJlbccowbynccdss:fiiapcopktod. ISJS 
mdreamstructtht:newlnqornoallt!wiOwin.itwmnatbt:unitzJ.IUldit:spcople 
wJU not. rr:conciJc IUld IM:safdyandfrr:c 

Iraq C11J1 renuJn unJJt:dlUl/Jitcandt:vclopa.ssdf-~provina::s under a farm al 
gorem.snot wlti:lr ~ bt:twr:ar naJianaJ ffr:d:nl)and provincJa/(stalC1} 
ObliJpll:iata Or ii can dMdt: inb3 or more ~slatt:f uMblc to defend UicDut:1Va. their 
tt:rrilDry. ~a.ndpeoplc. Inqtht:nwi8dcp:nd onit:sncfghborslOrscazrity. export 
1.1tdimpoltofn""'1ct!gOo:ISIUldserviccs. 

Ti 
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Wnelwsinal;'P8S8 c T Versus c 0 I N 

• Counterterrorism - Activities and operation taken to 
neutralize terrorist and their organization and 
networks in order to r:eJnd~e1rr ~Rlem i.ncapable of using 
violence to insti;ll fea~ a·rq1~ <ta,e;r.©(e ~J@.~ernments or 
societies to acethieMe tme.ir goals. 

• Counterinsurge.ncy - CormipneJht~nrsii ~ .ei~ilian and 
military eff©fls-€f1esigned t~ s··m11!11ltarie@~w~sjly defeat and 
contain ins n~Hig1e·m©~ amd add~~S·S i' s r@l<!>.ts causes. 

Joint Publication 1-02 .. '.IDWD Dictionary of 
Miiitary and Associatect'Terms 
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tlae1wzitka;'F9 tl9 Intelligence 

clandestine operations. 
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l9nelassiRcel;'F888 Intelligence Support to CT 

• Must identify and stop the threat before it 
materializes. 

• CT intelligenee is Vtery ·ctiiflie1m~n~ f~om traditional 
intelligence. 
- Terrorist orgamiza~i·erris a1rie la ~e1rv ,1Flta1fi\d target. 

- It is not ©r1ly: known teir~©rists; il i1s an\y,one who 
might c.errnmil an act of ter1Fe>iriisJt. 

• Significant roles forr: ~IGIN"f, l:'..iais·on partners, 
' 

document e11<ifi)ho,iia~i1on, and inte.r.rogation . 
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Sadussitktl;'F8W8 Intelligence Support to CT 

• Tactical warning versus strategic warning. 

• Very time sernsi~ive, perish1albl~@ i · l@ftomation. 

• Relationship toe~&\'lteen the golic~ tnaker and 
intelligence analyst 'is muich cfifferent. 
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"ffnclassiBcel;'F8 S8 Intelligence Support to COIN 
------~ 

• It is not just the threat, it is the population. 

- Shura rWJirri,utes, 

- Polling da~a. 

• Build a map fiorc le~erra~ing ~o~id~r support and 
marginalize the insurgency ·itself. 11 ... , ••• ili••'I•QWQ 

II 



8118wwwi~~'Fl!ljl! ulntelligence Support to COIN 

• Very different set of analytic challenges: 
- What do the local think about the insurgents, 

- Do they feel safer ®r le1S·S ~s.eiffie when government 
forces are it.l the are·a, 

- What disp,l~~tes e~ist be~weern ~'illllaQll~:s and tribes, 

- Local "pers©malitie·s'' fna~ ea:rn1 ~tfiive ~a w.edge 
betweem tfue population and rnsurgents. 

• Tactical-le~ell im~Qi:mation is laitc+J ern11 klrith 
I 

strategic signifricarnce. 

• Send anal~s~s cd©wm frrom Higherr-HQs to 
ensure information filows wp'. 
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Intelligence Support to COIN 

• Intelligence is the commander's responsibility 
- Establishes priority intelligence requirements 

- lnformati©n Ce:n1terrs for "W·tni,ift8H ,$01eii@1ccultural 

- Fusion ~e.fiil'~ers f©'f "~ed'~ Find, Fix, and Finish 
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Yndassi:tkd;'F888 Concluding Thoughts 

• Two different missions, two vastly different 
approaches to providing intelligence support. 

• Challeng.e_ analysts aA·~ eellee~ors.~ . 

. 

• Be a demanding ©©nsumer e:f irnt~PPigence. 
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