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C. REMAINS: NONE.
5. SITE SURVEY RESULTS: NONE.
6. PERTINENT LOCATION OR DATA CHANGES: NONE.
7. ANALYST COMMENTS.

A. WITNESS STATEMENTS: CREDIBLE. MR. CHHOUN PROVIDED
HIS INFORMATION IN A SINCERE, STRAIGHTFORWARD MANNER.

B. ANALYTICAL CONCLUSIONS: NONE.
freers BEGINNING OF SECTION Q02 7%/

SUBJ/ADDITIONAL INFORMATION REPORT 981C-002 CONCERNING TANG

C. LIFE SUPPORT TECHNICIAN COMMENTS: N/A,

8. TEAM LEADER COMMENTS.

A. CONCLUSIONS: CONCUR WITH ANALYST'S COMMENTS.

B. HOST GOVERNMENT COOPERATION/SUPPORT: DURING THIS
INVESTIGATION, THE U.S. CONTINGENT RECEIVED EXCELLENT SUPPORT
FROM ALL LEVELS OF THE CAMBODIAN GOVERNMENT,

8. RECOMMENDATION. NONE,

10. DETACHMENT COMMANDER'S COMMENTS, CONCUR./
BT
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END OF MESSAGE TEXT «revvvusrmusnn

ADMIN

UNCLASSIFIED

page 5



UNCLASSIFIED

cps

CDSN = CF8527 MCN = 99128/01526 TOR = 991280107

PTTUZYUW RUEKJCS1639 1280109-UUUU--RUEALGX.

ZNR UUUUU

HEADER

P 071840Z MAY 99

FM CDR JTF-FA HONOLULU HI/J3//

TO: SAFE

ZEM

CONTROLS

UNCLAS

BODY

SUBJ: (MEC) SUBJ/ADDITIONAL INFORMATION REPORT 991C-001 CONCERNING TANG
ANQTICE/ AUTOMATED MESSAGE ERROR CORRECTION

ORIGINAL MESSAGE TEXT
CDSN = CFSE27 MCN = 99128/01826 TOR = 891280107
PTTUZYUW RUEKJC81639 1280108-UUUU--RUEALGX.

ZNR UUUUY

P 080109Z MAY 99

FM DIA WASHINGTON DC

INFO BUEOGHS/JWAC DAHLGHEN VA

RUEALGX/SAFE

P 0718407 MAY 99

FM CDR JTF-FA HONOLULU HIZJ3/

INFO RHEHNSC/WHITE HOUSE NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL WASH DC
RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC/CA/OCS/ACS/BCTLV/
RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHINGTON DC/USDP:ISA/DPMO//
RUEAHA/CIA WASHINGTON DC/OEA/SEA/IB/DDO/EANCOG/CI/
RUEKDIA/DIA WASHINGTON DC/H/CC//

RUEKJCS/JOINT STAFF WASHINGTON DC/AJ5//
RHHMUNA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HIFJB/J32/

RUEHBKAJSDAQ BANGKOK TH/PW-MIA/

RUEHBK/CJTFFA DET ONE BANGKOK TH

RUEHHIFAMEMBASSY HANOV/CJTFFA DET TWO//
RUEHVN/AMEMBASSY VIENTIANE/CJTFFA DET THREE/
RUHVAAA/CDRUSACILHI HICKAM AFB HI//TAPC-PED-H/
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REF/AMSG/CDR JTF-FA HONOLULU HI/O718060ZMAY 99/
REF/B/MSG/CDR JTE-FA HONOLULU HI231724ZMARS8//
REF/C/MSG/CDR JTF-FA HONOLULU HIf0917 13ZJANSS//
REF/D/DOC/1:50,000 SCALE MAP SHEETSH

RMKS/1. REFERENCES.

A. REF A IS THE SUMMARY REPORT OF 99-1C JOINT FIELD
ACTIVITY CONDUCTED IN THE KINGDOM OF CAMBODIA (KOC) FROM 08
MARCH THROUGH 07 APRIL 1989,

B. REF B 1S THE MAR 98 ADDITIONAL INFORMATION REPORT
CONCERNING CASE 2003.

C. REF C IS THE JAN 88 DETAILED REPORT OF INVESTIGATION
OF CASE 1998 AND OTHER TANG ISLAND CASES 2002, 2003, AND 2038.

). MAP DATA: NAME: KRONG KAMPONG SAOM, SHEET: 5730
HE SERIES: L7016; EDITION; 2-TPC, 1971,

E. ANALYTICAL COMMENTS IN THIS REPORT ARE BASED ON
FIELD ANALYSIS AND ARE NOT INTENDED TO PROVIDE FINAL
ANALYTICAL CONCLUSIONS,

2. SUMMARY.

A, SUMMARY OF INVESTIGATION: ON 9-10 MARCH 1999, THE
INVESTIGATION ELEMENT (IE) INTERVIEWED ONE WITNESS WHO
SERVED ON TANG ISLAND DURING THE BATTLE WITH U.S. MARINES
AND WHC PROVIDED FIRSTHAND AND HEARSAY INFORMATION THAT
CORRELATED TO ALL FOUR CASES ASSOCIATED WITH THE MAYAGUEZ
INCIDENT (CASES 1998/2002/2003/2038), THE WITNESS GUIDED
THE IE, AND RECOVERY ELEMENT ONE (RE1) TEAM LEADER AND
ANTHROPQOLOGIST TO TWO BURIAL SITES NEAR SIHANQUKVILLE AND
ONE SITE ON TANG ISLAND. THE INFORMATION PROVIDED BY THE
WITNESS WAS VERY DETAILED AND APPEARED CREDIBLE., THE TWO
BURIAL SITES ON THE MAINLAND PROBABLY CORRELATE TO PRIORITY
CASE 1998, WHILE THE BURIAL SITE ON TANG ISLAND IS PROBABLY
ASSOCIATED WITH CASE 2003, '

B. REMAINS/PERSONAL EFFECTS: THE IE DID NOT RECOVER
OR RECEIVE ANY REMAINS OR PERSONAL EFFECTS WHILE
INVESTIGATING THIS INFORMATION.

C. RECOMMENDATION: EXCAVATE.

3. DETAILS OF INVESTIGATION,

A. PURPOSE: INTERVIEW MR. EM SON, A RESIDENT OF
ANLONG VENG DISTRICT, ODDAR MEANCHEY PROVINCE. MR. SON
ALLEGEDLY HAS INFORMATION REGARDING THE EXECUTION AND
BURIAL IN SIHANOUKVILLE OF TWO U.S. PERSONNEL CAPTURED ON
TANG ISLAND (ACCOMPLISHED; SEE PARA 3.D BELOW),

B. ON 8 MARCH 1999, THE JOINT U.S/KINGDOM OF
CAMBODIA INVESTIGATION TEAM ARRIVED IN SIMANOUKVILLE
{GRID 48P US 38 72) TO INVESTIGATE EIGHT CASES.

C. TEAM COMPOSITION:
{1} U.S. CONTINGENT:
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REF/C/RMG/CDR USACILHI, HICKAM AFB, HI/230120ZJANS2//
REFD/RMG/USMISSION, PHNOM PENHM/120717ZMAR92/
REF/EMAMG/USMISSION, JTF-FA, DET FOUR, PHNOM PENH CB/
180347ZDEC92//

REF/F/BMG/CITTFA, DEC FOUR, PHNOM PENH CB/220837ZFEBS3//
REF/G/RMG/CDR JTF-FA, HONOLULU, HIF051322ZMAY93//
REFH/RMG/CDR JTF-FA, HONOLULU, HI/081804ZFEBYS//
REF/A/RMG/CDR JTF-FA, HONOLULU, HIN71717ZMAY95//
REF/J/RMG/CJTFFA DET FOUR PHNOM PENH/010102ZSEPY5//
REF/K/RMG/CDR JTF-FA, HONOLULU, HI/300922ZNOVE5/
REF/L/RMG/CDR JTF-FA, HONOLULU, HI/051745ZDECO5//
REF/M/BMG/CDR JTF-FA, HONOLULU, HI/0517542ZJUNS6//
REF/N/BMG/CDR JTH-FA, HONCLULU, HI/080722ZAPRY6//
REF/O/RMG/CDR JTH-FA, HONOLULU, HIY270702ZDEC98/
REF/PIRMG/CDR JTF-FA, HONQLULY, HI091713ZJANSS//
REF/Q/RMG/CDR JTF-FA, HONOLULU, HIK071820ZMAY99//
REF/R/RMG/CDR JTF-FA, HONOLULU, HI/071820ZMAY S99/
REF/5/1:250,000 SCALE MAP SHEET/

RMKS/1. REFERENCES.

A. REF A 1S THE SUMMARY REPORT OF JOINT FIELD
ACTIVITY (JFA) 98-1C CONDUCTED IN THE KINGDOM OF CAMBODIA
(KOC) FROM 07 MARCH THRQUGH 06 APRIL 1999,

B, REF 815 THE SUMMARY REPORT OF THE JOINT
U.S/ICAMBODIA POW-MIA OPERATIONS FOR CASE 2003 CONDUCTED
DURING A JOINT CASUALTY RESOLUTION CENTER (JCRC) JFA IN
OCTOBER 1991. :

C. REF C IS THE DETAILED REPORT OF ID STATUS CONCERNING
TWO REMAINS TURNED OVER BY THE STATE OF CAMBODIA (SOC) ON
11 JAN 82
0. BEF D IS THE SUMMARY REPQORT OF JOINT U.S./CAMBODIAN
POW-MIA OPERATION CONDUCTED ON JFA 92-2C,

E. REF E IS THE DETAILED REPORT OF INVESTIGATION FOR
CASE 2003 CONDUCTED DURING JFA 93-2C.

F. REF F IS THE DETAILED REPORT OF SURVEY FOR CASE 2003
CONDUCTED DURING JFA 93-3C. '

G. REF G 15 AN ANALYSIS OF MATERIAL EVIDENCE ASSOCIATED
WITH CASE 2003.

H. REF H IS AN ADDITIONAL INFORMATION REPORT (AIR) ON
CASE 2003,

. REF 1 IS THE DETAILED REPORT OF INVESTIGATION FOR
CASE 2003 CONDUCTED DURING JFA 85-1C.

J. REF J IS DETACHMENT FOUR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION REPORT

CB 95-06 FROM A JTF-FA DETACHMENT FOUR INVESTIGATION,

K. BEF KIS THE DETAILED REPORT OF INVESTIGATION OF CASE
2003 CONDUCTED DURING JFA 96-1C,

L. REF L 1S THE DETAILED SEARCH AND RECOVERY REPORT FOR
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CH-53 HELICOPTER, ALTHOUGH NO SPECIFC AIRCRAFT SERIAL NUMBERS
COULD BE DETERMINED (REF G).

H. ON 18 JANUARY 1995, DURING THE 33RD JFA IN THE SRV,
THE TEAM RECEIVED INFORMATION FROM A JTF-FA ANALYST/LINGUIST
WHO WAS A MEMBER OF THE ORAL HISTORY PROGRAM INTERVIEWING
PERSONS IN THE HO CHI MINH CITY AREA. ON 18 JANUARY 1995,
TWO VIETNAMESE MEN PRESENTED THEMSELVES AT THE EXTERNAL
AFFAIRS OFFICE WITH HUMAN REMAINS, MATERIAL EVIDENCE AND
INFORMATION WHICH MAY CORRELATE TO CASE 2003. ONE OF THE
MEN CLAIMED HE RECOVERED THESE REMAINS AND MATERIAL EVIDENCE
FROM A CHASH SITE ON TANG ISLAND, HE ALSO CLAIMED TO HOLD
ADDITIONAL MATERIAL EVIDENCE AT HIS HOME. HE WAS WILLING TO
LEAD THE TEAM TO THE CRASH SITE (REF H).

. FROM 30 APRIL THROUGH 2 MAY 1985 DURING JFA 95-1C,
WITH THE ASSISTANCE OF A U.S. NAVY SALVAGE TEAM, A TEAM
CONDUCTED A SURVEY OF THE CASE 2003 CRASH SITE. THE TEAM
CONDUCTED AN EXTENSIVE SEARCH OF THE AREA, WHICH YIELDED NO
EVIDENCE OF PERSONAL EFFECTS OR HUMAN REMAINS. THE TEAM
RECOMMENDED THE SITE FOR EXCAVATION (REF 1).

J. ON 24 AUGUST 1995 A JOINT U.S/K.O.C. TEAM WAS
ACCOMPANIED BY AN ALLEGED WITNESS WHO CLAIMED HE COULD PINPOINT
THE BURIAL SITE AS REPORTED TO HIM BY THE COMBATANTS. THE
TEAM EXCAVATED THE ENTIRE AREA INDICATED BY THE WITNESS, WITH
NEGATIVE RESULTS. THE TEAM DiD NOT RECOVER OR RECEIVE ANY
REMAINS, LIFE SUPPORT EQUIPMENT OR PERSONAL EFFECTS (REF J).

K. ON 20 OCTOBER 1995, A JOINT U.S/K.O.C. TEAM INTERVIEWED
ONE WITNESS CONCERNING CASE 2003. THIS WITNESS RECOUNTED
INFORMATION THAT OTHER INDIVIDUALS PROVIDED TO HiM CONCERNING
SCAVENGING A HELICOPTER CRASH SITE ON KOH TANG. THIS
INDIVIDUAL AND HIS GROUP RECOVERED MATERIAL EVIDENCE AND REMAING
FROM THE CRASH SITE. THE WITNESS ALLOWED THE TEAM TO EXAMINE
FIVE MATERIAL EVIDENCE ITEMS ASSOCIATED WITH A CH-53A
HELICOPTER. THE TEAM INTERVIEWED A SECOND WITNESS WHO PROVIDED
IDENTIFICATION INFORMATION ON ONE UNACCOUNTED-FOR INDIVIDUAL
FROM THIS CASE. HE ALSO SKETCHED A MAFP OF THE CRASH SITk
LOCATION WHERE HE FOUND IDENTIFICATION MEDIA, MATERIAL EVIDENCE
AND REMAINS {REF K).

L. FROM 28 OCTOBER TO 12 NOVEMBER 19895 DURING JFA 96-1C,
A JOINT US/K.O.C. TEAM, WITH THE ASSISTANCE OF THE USS
BRUNSWICK SALVAGE TEAM, EXCAVATED THE CRASH SITE ASSOCIATED
WITH CASE 2003. THE TEAM RECOVERED REMAINS, VARICUS PERSONAL
EFFECTS, AND AIRCRAFT WRECKAGE., A WITNESS PRESENTED POSSIBLE
HUMAN REMAINS TO THE TEAM. THE TEAM CLOSED THE SITE OF 12
NOVEMBER 1985 (REF L).

M. FROM 21 TO 27 APRIL 1896, A JOINT US/K.0.C, TEAM
INTERVIEWED THREE WITNESSES WHO CLAIMED TO HAVE FIRST-HAND
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KNOWLEDGE OF THE ALLEGED REMAINS AND BURIAL LOCATIONS OF
AMERICANS ON TANG ISLAND. ONE WITNESS POINTED OUT TWO POSSIBLE
BURIAL SITES OF AMERICANS ON THE EASTERN SIDE OF THE 1SLAND,
ANOTHER WITNESS POINTED QUT ANOTHER POSSIBLE BURIAL SITE ON
THE EASTERN SIDE OF THE ISLAND. THE TEAM DUG TEST PITS AT ALL
REPORTED BURIAL LOCATIONS, BUT DID NOT RECOVER ANY REMAINS OR
PERSONAL EFFECTS (REF M).

N. ON 1 NOVEMBER 1996, A DETACHMENT FOUR ANALYST-LINGUIST
INTERVIEWED A ROYAL CAMBODIAN ARMED FORCES CAPTAIN. THE
WITNESS PROVIDED INFORMATION ON REMAING POSSIBLY ASSOCIATED
WITH CASE 2003. THE WITNESS STATED HE FOUND THE REMAINS ON
TANG ISLAND IN 1989 AND TURNED THEM OVER TO ANOTHER INDIVIDUAL,
THE WITNESS ALSO PROVIDED INFORMATION CONCERNING ADDITIONAL
REMAINS HE FOUND IN THE SAME AREA AND TURNED OVER TO A JOINT
TEAM IN NOVEMBER 1995. THE INTERVIEWER DID NOT RECEIVE OR
RECOVER ANY REMAINS DURING THE INTERVIEW (REF O}.

e BEGINNING OF SECTION 603
SUBJDETAILED REPORT OF EXCAVATION OF CASE 2003/

Q. FROM 12 JANUARY THROUGH 14 FEBRUARY 1998, DURING, JFA
98-1C, A JOINT TEAM INVESTIGATED CASE 2003 ON KOH TANG. ON
2 FEBRUARY 1998, THE TEAM INTERVIEWED A WITNESS WHO ALLEGED
HE BURIED TWO AMERICAN REMAINS A FEW DAYS AFTER THE 18 MAY
1975 FIGHTING ON KOH TANG. ON 6 FEBRUARY 1998, THE TEAM
SURVEYED THE ALLEGED GRAVESITE IN THE VICINITY OF TS 944 397.

THE TEAM DID NOT RECOVER OR RECEIVE ANY REMAINS, PERSONAL
EFFECTS OR MATERIAL EVIDENCE. THE TEAM RECOMMENDED THE STk
FOR EXCAVATION (REF P).

P. ON g AND 10 MARCH 1999, A JOINT TEAM INTERVIEWED TWO
WITNESSES WHO ALLEGED TO HAVE KNOWLEDGE OF THE BURIAL OF TWO
AMERICANS ASSOCIATED WITH CASE 2003 ON KOH TANG, ON LAND
IMMEDIATELY INLAND FROM THE HELICOPTER CRASH SITE. THE BURIAL
SITES WERE ALLEGED TO BE IN THE VICINITY OF TS 944 397
(SITE 2003). THE JOINT TEAM ALSO INTERVIEWED ONE OF THE
WITNESSES CONCERNING TWO AMERICANS, POSSIBLY ASSOCIATED WITH
ANOTHER KOH TANG CASE, BURIED ON THE MAINLAND IN THE VICINITY
OF SIHANOUKVILLE, AT US 362 754 (SITE 1998A) AND AT US 354 742
{SITE 1698B), RESPECTIVELY (REF Q).

Q. ON 14 MARCH 1999 A TRILATERAL KINGDOM OF CAMBODIA,
SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM, AND US TEAM INTERVIEWED A
VIETNAMESE WITNESS WHO WAS STATIONED ON KOH TANG FROM APRIL
1882 TO FEBRUARY 1986 AS PART OF A VIETNAMESE OCCUPATION FORCE.
THE WITNESS ALLEGED TO HAVE KNOWLEDGE OF AMERICAN REMAINS THAT
WERE REMOVED FROM THE HELICOPTER CRBASH SITE ASSCCIATED WITH
CASE 2003 AND BURIED IN TWO LOCATIONS ON KOH TANG ISLAND IN
THE VICINITY OF TS 965 396 (SITE 2003B) AND TS 962 302
{SITE 2003C}, RESPECTIVELY (REF R).
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4. PROJECT LOCATIONS.

A. VICINITY OF KOH TANG, KOH KONG PROVINCE, KINGDOM OF
CAMBODIA (8ITES 2003, 20038, 2003C).

B. GRID COORDINATES: THE SITE 2003 PROJECT AREA IS AT
48P TS 964 397, THE SITE 20038 PROJECT AREA IS AT 48P TS 965
395; AND THE SITE 2003C PROJECT AREA IS AT 48P TS 962 391, AS
DETERMINED BY A GLOBAL POSITIONING SYSTEM (GPS) RECEIVER
TRACKING FOQUR SATELLITES ON THE INDIAN SPECIAL DATUM,

C. MAP: NAME: KAMPOT, KAMPUCHEA, VIETNAM; SHEET:

NC48-5; EDITION: 4; SERIES: 1501 AlR; SCALE: 1:250,000;
HORIZONTAL DATUM: INDIAN DATUM, 19860,
5. DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT AREA,

A. THE PHROJECT AREA ASSOCIATED WITH SITE 2003 1S LOCATED
APPROXIMATELY 10 METERS INLAND FROM THE POINT OF HIGH TIDE,
IMMEDIATELY ADJACENT TO THE LOCATION OF THE HELICOPTER CRASH
{(KNIFEz 31) ASSOCIATED WITH CASE 2003. THE VEGETATION WITHIN
THE PROJECT AREA INCLUDED LARGE HARDWOOD TREES SPACED
INTERMITTENTLY THROUGHOUT, LARGE COCONUT TREES, AND THICK
UNDERBRUSH. THE SOIL WITHIN THE AREA IS POORLY DEVELOPED,
CONSISTING MAINLY OF BEACH SAND WiTH MODEST -O AND -A HORIZONS,
THE TERRAIN IS GENERALLY FLAT, WITH A DROP IN ELEVATION OF
APPROXIMATELY ONE METER WHERE THE BEACH SLOPES DOWN TO THE
WATER'S EDGE. '

B. THE PROJECT AREA ASSOCIATED WITH SITE 2003B 1S LOCATED
IN A COCONUT TREE GROVE APPROXIMATELY FIFTY METERS INLAND FROM
THE BEACH, AND SEVERAL HUNDRED METERS SOUTH AND EAST OF SITE
2003. THE PROJECT AREA IS IN THE YARD OF A FORMER VIETNAMESE
BARRACKS HOUSE. THE AREA WAS OVERGROWN WITH TALL GRASSES AND
OTHER SECONDARY GROWTH WHEN THE PROJECT WAS BEGUN, THE SOIL IN
THE PROJECT AREA IS POORLY DEVELOPED WITHIN BEACH SAND. THE
BARRACKS HOUSE HAS BEEN COMPLETELY DESTROYED SINCE 1989 WHEN
THE VIETNAMESE WITHDREW FROM KOH TANG, BUT THE FOUNDATION,
WHICH IS THE EARTHEN PLATFORM TYPE, WAS CLEARLY VISIBLE. THE
TERRAIN IN THE PROJECT AREA WAS GENERALLY FLAT. A LARGE
FRESHWATER POND WAS LOCATED APPROXIMATELY FORTY METERS FROM
THE FORMER BARRACKS HOUSE.

C. THE PROJECT AREA ASSOQCIATED WITH SITE 2003C IS LOCATED
NEAR THE TOP OF A MODEST HILL APPROXIMATELY 400 METERS WEST OF
SITE 2003B. THE PROJECT AREA WAS OVERGROWN WITH SMALL HARDWOOD
TREES, COCONUT TREES, DENSE SCRUB VEGETATION, AND GRASSES WHEN
THE PROJECT WAS BEGUN. THE SOIL IN THE PROJECT AREA WAS A SANDY
CLAY AND INCLUDED NUMEROUS ROCKS OF VARYING SIZES AS A NATURAL
INCLUSION. THE FOUNDATION (PLATFORM TYPE) OF A FORMER
VIETNAMESE COMMUNICATIONS BUILDING WAS CLEARLY VISIBLE ON THE
EAST SIDE OF THE PROJECT AREA ONCE THE VEGETATION WAS CLEARED
AWAY.
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6. FIELD METHODS.

A. THE TEAM EXCAVATED THREE SITES (2003, 20038, AND 2003C)
IN RESPONSE TO WITNESS STATEMENTS CONCERNING THE BURIAL OF THE
REMAINS OF AMERICAN SERVICE PERSONNEL. THE THREE SITES, 2003,
20038, AND 2003C, WERE ALLEGEDLY BURIAL LOCATIONS ON LAND.

B. THE TEAM EMPLOYED A SET OF STANDARD ARCHAEQLOGICAL
FIELD METHODS TO LOCATE AND EXCAVATE REPORTED HUMAN BURIALS
IN SITES 2003, 20038, AND 2003C THAT INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING
STEPS. THE TEAM ESTABLISHED A GRID TO FACILITATE SPATIAL
CONTROL DURING THE COURSE OF THE EXCAVATION. THE TEAM
SYSTEMATICALLY STRIPPED THE SOIL WITHIN THE EXCAVATION UNIT
AWAY TO A DEPTH OF TWENTY CENTIMETERS USING SHARPENED SHOVELS.
THE TEAM PROCESSED ALL EXCAVATED SOIL THROUGH ONE-QUARTER
INCH SCREENS, THE TEAM CUT CLEAN THE EXCAVATION FLOOR WITH
THROWELS, SPRAYED IT WITH WATER, AND THEN PHOTOGRAPHED IT,
THE ANTHROPOLOGIST OBSERVED AND RECORDED ALL EVIDENCES OF
PRIOR DISTURBANCE OF THE SUBSOQIL, SUCH AS PIT FEATURES. THE
TEAM EXCAVATED ALL PIT FEATURES WITH SHOVELS AND TROWELS AND
SCREENED ALL FEATURE FILL THROUGH ONE-QUARTER INCH SCREENS.
THE ANTHROPOLOGIST EXAMINED ALL MATERIALS RECOVERED DURING
THE RECOVERY CPERATIONS. THE TEAM RETAINED MATERIALS THAT
POSSIBLY CORRELATE TO THE CASE.
7. ARCHAEOLOGICAL FINDINGS:

A, THE TEAM DID NOT RECOVER ANY HUMAN REMAINS FROM THE
THREE EXCAVATION SITES, THE TEAM RECORDED OBSERVATIONS AND
COLLECTED MATERIALS DURING THE EXCAVATION OF THE THREE SITES.
e BEGINNING OF SECTION 004«
SUBJ/DETAILED REPORT OF EXCAVATION OF CASE 2003/
THESE BESULTS ARE DETAILED BELOW FOR THE RESPECTIVE SITES.

B. SITE 2003, THE TEAM EXCAVATED A TOTAL OF 234 SQUARE
METERS DURING THE RECOVERY OPERATION AT SITE 2003, THE
ANTHROPOLOGIST WAS ABLE TO OBSERVE AS A RESULT OF THESE
EXCAVATIONS A NUMBER OF DISTURBANCES IN THE PROJECT AREA.
THE MOST NOTABLE DISTURBANCE IN THE PROJECT AREA 1S A SERIES
OF VIETNAMESE TRENCHWORKS THAT WIND IN A CURVILINEAR FASHION
THROQUGH THE PROJECT AREA. THE VIETNAMESE TRENCHWORKS ARE
OBSERVABLE BOTH ABOVE GROUND, AS LINEAR DEPRESSIONS, AND BELOW
GROUND, AS DARK LINEAR STAINS ON THE EXCAVATION FLOOR. THE
ANTHROPOLOGIST ALSO OBSERVED ONE FEATURE THAT APPEARS TO BE
AFFILIATED WITH A DOMESTIC STRUCTURE THAT PREDATES THE KHMER
ROUGE QCCUPATION OF THE ISLAND, AND NUMEROQUS FORMER TREE ROOT
SYSTEMS. THE TEAM EXCAVATED THE VIETNAMESE TRENCHES IN SEVERAIL.
LOCATIONS AND EXCAVATED ALL SMALLER AREAS SHOWING SIGNS OF
DISTURBANCE. THE ANTHROPOLOGIST DID NOT OBSERVE ANY SUBSURFACE
FEATURES THAT APPEARED TO REPRESENT HUMAN BURIALS NOR ANY THAT
APPEARED TO REPRESENT THE U-SHAPED KHMER ROUGE FIGHTING
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THE WITNESS KNOWLEDGE, THE THIBD EXPLANATION IS THAT THE
WITNESS IS NOT BEING TRUTHFUL WITH THE JOINT TEAM. THIS
EXPLANATION I8 IMPOSSIBLE TO SUPPORT OR DENY GIVEN CURRENT
INFORMATION. IT APPEARS THAT THE MOST REASONABLE AVENUE

OF WORK TO FOLLOW iS5 TO CONDUCT FURTHER ANALYTICAL WORK WITH
VIETNAMESE SOLDIERS WHO WERE STATIONED ON KOH TANG IN THE
1980'S TO DETERMINE IF ANOTHER INDIVIDUAL EXHUMED THE

AMERICAN REMAINS BURIED QUTSIDE OF THE BARBACKS HOUSE,

D. SITE 2003C WAS EXCAVATED IN RESPONSE TO STATEMENTS
FROM A VIETNAMESE WITNESS, THE SAME AS REPORTED ABOVE FOR
SITE 2003B. THE WITNESS SAID THE REMAINS OF AN AMERICAN
SERVICEMAN WERE RECOVERED FROM A HELICOPTER CRASH SITE AND
BURIED IN THE YARD OF A VIETNAMESE COMMUNICATIONS BUILDING.
THE WITNESS STATED THAT THE REMAINS WERE WRAPPED IN A
PLASTIC PONCHO AND BURIED IN A PIT IN THE YARD OFF THE
NORTHWEST CORNER OF THE BUILDING, THE WITNESS SUCCESSFULLY
LOCATED THE BUILDING FOUNDATION IN AN AREA OF DENSE
UNDERGROWTH AND POINTED OUT THE GENERAL LOCATION OF THE
BURIAL PIT. THE TEAM EXCAVATED A LARGE EXCAVATION AREA OFF
THE NORTHWEST CORNER OF THE BUILDING FOUNDATION. THE
ANTHROPOLOGIST NOTED SEVERAL PIT FEATURES, THE TEAM
EXCAVATED THE FEATURES AND FOUND THEM TO BE LARGELY EMPTY,
THE LACK OF HUMAN REMAINS IN THE PROJECT AREA CAN BE EXPLAINED
WITH THE SAME PLAUSIBLE EXPLANATIONS OFFERED ABOVE FOR SITE
2003B. THE SAME RECOMMENDATIONS APPLY TO SITE 2003C.

FURTHER ANALYTICAL WORK WITH THE VIETNAMESE SOLDIERS FROM
KOH TANG APPEARS TO HOLD THE GREATEST PROMISE FOR BRESOLVING
THIS CASE.

13. TEAM LEADER COMMENTS:

A. CONCLUSIONS: CONCUR WITH TEAM ANTHROPOLOGIST'S
COMMENTS,

B. HOST GOVERNMENT COOPERATION/SUPPORT: EXCELLENT AT
ALL LEVELS.

14, DETACHMENT COMMANDER'S COMMENTS: NONE./
BT

#1717

NNNN

END OF MESSAGE TEXT -----nomeeonee
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ADMINISTRATIVE MESSAGE

PRIORITY

P 2317242 MAR 98 ZYB PSN 450387H27
F¥ CDR JTF-FA HONOLULU HI//J3//

INFO CIA WASHINGTON DC//OEA/SEA/IB/DDO/EA/ICOG/CI//
DIA WASHINGTON DC//CC//

JOINT STAFF WASHINGTON DC//J5//

USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J3/J32//

CDRUSACILHI HICKAM AFB HI//TAPC-PED-H//

RUEHHI /AMEMBASSY HANQI//CJTFFA DET TWO//

CDR JTF-FA HONOLULU HI//J3//

**%*THIS IS A 3 SECTIONED MSG COLLATED BY MDS#**#
UNCLAS //N03000//

MSGID/GENADMIN/CITF~FA/~/MAR/ /

SUBJ/ADDITIONAL INFORMATION REPORT CONCERNING CASE 2003//
REF/A/RMG/CITF~FA HONOLULU HI/231706ZMAR98//
REF/B/DOC/1:250,000 SCALE MAP SHEET//

RMKS/1. REFERENCES. '

A. REF A IS THE SUMMARY REPORT OF JOINT FIELD ACTIVITY (JFA) 98-
1¢ CONDUCTED IN THE KINGDOM OF CAMBODIA (KOC) FROM 12 JANUARY THROUGH
i4 FEBRUARY l1998.

B. MAP DATA: MaP NAME: KAMPOT, KAMPUCHEA, VIETNAM; SHEET: NC-
48-5; SERIES: 1501-AIR; EDITION: 4.

C. ANALYTICAL COMMENTS IN THIS REPORT ARE BASED ON FIELD
ANALYSIS AND ARE NOT INTENDED TO PROVIDE FINAL ANALYTICAL CONCLUSION.

2. SUMMARY OF INVESTIGATION.

A. ON 2 FEBRUARY 1998, A WITNESS CAME TO THE SEASIDE HOTEL IN
STHANOUKVILLE STATING HE BURIED TWO AMERICANS A FEW DAYS AFTER THE 15
MAY 1975 FIGHTING ON KOH TANG.

B. ON & FEBRUARY 1998, AN INVESTIGATION ELEMENT (IE} SURVEYED
THE ALLEGED GRAVE SITE, BUT DID NOT RECOVER ANY REMAINS, PERSONNEL
EFFECTS OR MATERIAL EVIDENCE PERTAINING TO THIS CASE. .

€. RECOMMENDATION: EXCAVATE.

3. DETATLS OF INVESTIGATION.
A. ON 12 JANUARY 1998, THE JOINT U.S./KOC TEAM ARRIVED IN BUNG
LUNG TO BEGIN JFA 98~1C., MEMBERS OF THE JOINT TEAM WERE AS FOLLOWS:
B. TEAM COMPOSITION:

450387/079 1 of 7 . 231724Z MAR 98
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(3) SPECIAL EQUIPMENT: NONE.
I. WATER SOURCE:

(1) DISTANCE FROM SITE: 30 METERS EAST.

{2} WET SCREENING SUPPORTABLE: THE OCEAN, WHICH IS
APPROXIMATELY 30 METERS AWAY DEPENDING ON THE TIDES, IS AVAILABLE FOR
WET SCREENING; THE SILT AND SAND, HOWEVER, SHOULD PROVE EASY TO DRY
SCREEN REGARDLESS OF WEATHER CONDITIONS.

J. TERRAIN AND WEATHER CONSIDERATIONS: .

(1) EFFECT OF WEATHER: DURING JFA 96-1C, THE RE TEAM
ENCOUNTERED TWO TYPHOONS. DURING JFA 96-3C, THE TEAM EXCAVATED A
SITE FROM APRIL TO MAY 1996. THE ISLAND WAS VERY LOW ON POTABLE
WATER FOR THE MILITARY TROOPS STATIONED ON THE ISLAND. SINCE THE
INCIDENT OCCURRED ON 15 MAY 1975, RECOMMEND EXCAVATING THE SITE
DURING MAY WHEN THE BEACH EXTENDS OUT TO THE LOCATION WHERE THE TWO
ATRCRAFT CRASHED ON KOH TANG'S EASTERN ISLAND. AN RE TEAM WOULD HAVE
TO SUPPORT WORKERS WITH DAILY DRINKING WATER.

(2) SLOPE: NONE. _

(3) VEGETATION: A WHITE SAND BEACH EXTENDS ALONG MOST OF THE
COVE. AT THE TIME OF THE INVESTIGATION, THE BEACH WAS APPROXIMATELY
30 METERS WIDE. TREES, GRASS, BUSHES, AND VINES EXTEND ALONG THE
BEACH'S EDGE. THE REPORTED BURIAL SITE WAS IN THIS HEAVILY VEGETATED
AREA, WHICH WAS NEAR THE NORTH END OF THE COVE, APPROXIMATELY 100
METERS NORTH OF A STREAM THAT RUNS TO THE BEACH.

(4) SOIL: THE TOP SOIL WAS MEDIUM BROWN SILT WITH EXTENSIVE
ROOT NETWORKS. BEGINNING AT APPROXIMATELY 20 CENTIMETERS DEPTH WAS A
SAND LAYER THAT WAS LOOSELY PACKED LIKE THE SURFACE BEACH SAND. THE
WATER TABLE IN SOME AREAS WAS LESS THAN ONE METER IN DEPTH. THE
ROOTS CREATE A MINOR IMPEDIMENT PO EXCAVATION, BUT THE SAND WAS
EXTREMELY EASY TO DIG. :

K. SAFETY: THE IE DID NOT FIND ANY ORDNANCE DURING THIS
INVESTIGATION, BUT PREVIOUS TEAMS FOUND ORDNANCE ON KOH TANG.

6. PERTINENT LOCATION OR DATA CHANGES. NONE,
7. EOD TECHNICIAN COMMENTS. NONE.

8. ANTHROPOLOGIST COMMENTS. IT XIS POSSIBLE THE VIETNAMESE FORCES
MAY HAVE FQOUND THE BURIALS IN THIS AREA. THE TRENCHED AREA IN FRONT
OF THE SQUTHERN AND MIDDRLE TREES ARE DEEP AND SHOW SIGNS OF
DISTURBANCES.

A.  ANALYTICAL CONCLUSIONS: SEVERAL TEAMS DUG TEST PITS AND
TRENCHES IN THE SAME GENERAL AREA MR. SOK POINTED OUT DURING THIS
INVESTIGATION, BUT NEVER RECOVERED ANY REMAINS. HISTORICAL RECORDS.
REPORTED FIVE PERSONNEL DIED OUTSIDE THE AIRCRAFYT. THE REMAINS
RECOVERED FROM THE HELICOPTER CRASH SITE DID NOT DETERIORATE AFTER 20
YEARS. THEREFORE, IF THE REMAINS ARE STILL IN THE GENERAL BURIAL
SITE AREA, USING A GROUND PENETRATING RADAR MAY NARROW THE SIZE OF
THE RECOVERY AREA.

B. HOST GOVERNMENT COOPERATION/SUPPORT: EXCELLENT. IN TWO

450387/079 &6 of 7 2317247 MAR 98
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DAYS, DETACHMENT FOUR REQUESTED AND RECEIVED APPROVAL FROM THE
MINISTRY OF NATIONAL DEFENSE AND THE CHIEF OF STAFF OF THE CAMBODRIAN
NAVY TO RENT A CAMBODIAN PATROL BOAT STATIONED AT REAM NAVAL BASE,
KAMPONG SOM. THE APPROXIMATE COST WAS ONLY $600.00.

9, TEAM LEADER COMMENTS. SAME AS ANALYTICAL CONCLUSION.
10. RECCMMENDATION. EXCAVATE.

13i. DETACHMENT COMMANDER'S COMMENTS. NONE.//

87
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RTD:000~000/COPIES:
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.5 FORCES DISCOVERED THE THREE MARINES WERE NOT ON BOARD. THERE ARE
THREE AMERICANS THAT REMAIN UNACCOUNTED FOR FROM CASE 1998.

(2} CASE 2002 INVOLVES THE 1% MAY 19875 L.OSS OF ONE ATIRMAN WHO
WAS A CREW MEMBER ABOARD A CH-53A HELICOPTER BDURING THE U.S.
OPERATION ON KOH TANG TO RESCUE THE CREW OF THE USS MAYAGUEZ. THE
HELICOPTER WAS HIT BY GRCUND FIRE AND CRASHED INTO THE WATER
APPROXIMATELY 3/4 OF MILE FRCOM THE WESTERN BEACH. THE INDIVIDUAL WAS
OBSERVED IN THE WATER OUTSIDE THE HELICOPTER, BUT DISAPPEARED
RESULTING IN ONE UNACCOUNTED-FOR AMERICAN.

{3} CASE 2003 INVOLVES THE 15 MAY 1975 LOSS OF THIRTEEN U.S.
MILITARY PERSONNEL DURING THE U.S. OPERATION ON KOH TANG TO RESCUE
THE CREW OF THE USS MAYAGUEZ. ON THE MORNING OF 15 MAY 197%, THE CH-
53A HELICOPTER (CALL SIGN: KNIFE 31}, WITH TWENTY-SIX PERSONNEL
ONBOARD {FOUR AIR FORCE CREWMEMBERS, 20 MARINES, AND TWOC NAVY
CORPSMEN) WAS ATTEMPTING TO LAND WHEN IT WAS HIT BY ANTI-ATRCRAFT
FIRE AND CRASHED NEAR THE SHORELINE ON THE EASTERN BEACH OF KOH TANG.

NAVY VESSELS RESCUED THIRTEEN PERSONNEL WHO SWAM OUT TQ S5EA,  ANTI-
ATRCRAFT FIRE DOWNED ANCTHER CH~53A, KNIFE 23, APPROXIMATELY 8O
METERS NORTH OF KNIFE 31. THERE ARE NO U.S. SERVICEMEMBERS LISTED AS
UNACCOUNTED FOR FROM THE CREW OF XKNIFE 23. EIGHYTEEN OF THE 26
ONBOARD KNIFE 31 WERE REPORTEDLY ABLE TO0 EXIT THE AIRCRAFT. FOQOUR OF
THE 18 WERE KILLED NEAR THE AIRCRAFT, WHILE A FIFDTH REPORTEDLY MADE
IT TO KNIFE 23 AND CRAWLED UP ONTO ITS CARGO RAMP. A SEARCH AND
RESCUE (S8AR} EFFORT WAS ATTEMPTED IN THE VICINITY OF KNIFE 23 ON 23
MAY 1975, BUT PRODUCED NEGATIVE RESULTS. FURTHER SAR EFFORTS WERE
NOT POSSIBLE DUE TC THE HOSTILE ENVIRONMENT. THERE ARE A TOTAL OF
THIRTEEN UNACCQUNTED-FOR AMERICANS ASSOCIATED WITH CASE 2003.

{4) CASE 2038 INVOLVES THE 15 MAY 1975 LOSS OF AN INDIVIDUAL
ASSIGNED AS PART OF THE MARINE FORCE WHICH LANDED SQUTH OF THE
WESTERN BEACH OF KOH TANG IN AN ATTEMPT TO RESCUE THE CREW OF THE USS
MAYAQUEZ. WHILE MOVING TO THE WESTERN BEACH AREA, THE INDIVIDUAIL WAS
KILLED BY A GRENADE., HIS BODY WAS MOVED TO THE WESTERN BEACH AREA.
WHEN EVACUATION HELICOPTERS ARRIVED TQ EXTRACT THE MARINES, ONE OF
THE TWO MARINES CARRYING THE BODY TO THE HELICOPTER WAS REPORTEDLY
HIT BY ENEMY FIRE AND THE BODY WAS DROPPED NEAR THE SURFLINE AND LEFT
BEHIND.

B. SUMMARY OF INVESTIGATION:

{1) FRCM 01 TO 03 OCTOBER 1%97, THE KOC POW~-MIA COMMITTEE
CONDUCTED A UNILATERAIL INVESTIGATION OF CASES 19298, 2002, 2003 AND
2038 IN SRE AMBEL DISTRICYT, KOH KONG PROVINCE, KOC. THE COMMITTEE
INTERVIEWED FIVE WITNESSES, INCLUDING COL CHINN SOMBATH, BUT THEY HAD
NO INFORMATION PERTAINING TO UNACCOUNTED-FOR AMERICANS.

(2) ON 04 OCTOBER 1997, DETACHMENT FOUR MET WITH THE KCC
POW/MIA COMMITTEE. THEY RECEIVED A SKETCH MAP DRAWN BY MR. LAN FROM
COL SAMBOTH ON 03 COCTOBER 1997. THE SKETCH MAP SHOWS A POSSIBLE
GRAVE SITE OF TWO AMERICANS IN SROXK PREY AMBEL, KAMPONG SOM PROVINCE.

(3) FROM 07 TO 09 OCTOBER 1997, THE KOC POW/MIA COMMITTEE
UNILATERALLY INVESTIGATED THESE CASES IN TAKEO, KAMPOT AND KAMPONG
SOM PROVINCES. THEY INTERVIEWED SIX VILLAGERS WHO HAD NO INFORMATION
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NARRATIVE MESSAGE ADMINISTRATIVE MESSAGE
PRIORITY

P G51754%Z JUN 96 ZYB

FM CDR JTF-FA HONOIULU HI

INFO WHITE HOUSE NATTIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL WASH DC
SECDEF WASHINGTON DC//USDP:ISA/DPMO//
SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC//CA/0CS/ACS/EAP/VLC//
JOINT STAFF WASHINGTON DC//J5//

DIA WASHINGTON DC

CIA WASHINGTON DC//OEA/SEA/IB/DDO/EA/ICOG//
USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J3/333//

USCINCPAC LO WASHINGTON DC

CDRUSACILHI HICKAM AFB HI//TAPC-PED-H//
CITFFA DET ONE BANGKOK TH

AMEMBASSY VIENTIANE//CJTFFA DET THREE//
AMEMBASSY HANOI VM//CJITFFA DET TWO//
AMEMBASSY PHNOM PENH CB//CJTFFA DET 4//

BT
UNCLAS //NO0O3000//AMEMBASSY HANCI PASS TO CJTFFA DET TWO

MSGID/GENADMIN/CDR JTF-FA/-/JUN//

SUBJ/DETAILED REPORT OF INVESTIGATION FOR CASE 2003//

REF: - A. CDR JTF-FA, HONOLULU, HI, 2817032 MAY 96
B. CDR JTF-FA, HONOLULU, HI, 0%1745Z DEC 95
¢. CDR JTF-FA, HONOLULU, HI, 051733% DEC 95 AND

051734%Z DEC 9%

D. CDR JTF-FA, HONOLULU, HI, 1617002 MAY 95
E. CDR JTF~FA, HONOLULU, HI, 0513222 MAY 93
F. CDR JTF-FA, HONOLULU, HI, 2206372 FEB 93
G. CDR JTF~FA, HONOLULU, HI, 180347Z DEC 92
H. CDR JTF-FA, HONOLULU, HI, 16052227 MAR 92
I. JCRC LIAISON, BANGKOK, TH 25121472 OCT 91
J. JCRC LIAISON, BANGKOK, TH, 2412152 FEB 88

RMKS/1. REFERENCES:

A. REF A IS THE SUMMARY REPORT OF JOINT FIELD ACTIVITY 96-3C
CONDUCTED FROM 20 APR 70 11 MAY 86,

B. REF B IS THE DETAILED SEARCH AND RECOVERY QF CASE 2003
DURING JFA 96~1C.

C. REF C IS THE ADDITIONAL INFORMATION REPORT CORRELATING TO
CASE 1998 AND 2003.

D. REF D IS THE DETAILED REPORT OF INVESTIGATION FOR CASE 2003
DURING JOINT FIELD ACTIVITY 95-1C.

E. REF E IS ANALYSIS OF MATERIAYL EVIDENCE ASSOCIATED WITH CASE

/19903/ /144 1 QHA 0019 158/02:56% 0517542 JUN 96
CSN:2003DRI 158/02:59% CDR JTF-FA HONOLULU HI
V95330117318 / :
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2003. '
F. REF F IS THE DETAILED REPORT OF SURVEY DURING JOINT FIELD
ACTIVITY 83-3C.

G. REF G IS THE DETAILED REPORT OF INVESTIGATION FOR CASE 2003
DURING JOINT FIELD ACTIVITY 93-2C.

H. REF H IS THE DETAILED REPORT OF INVESTIGATION FOR CASE 2003
DURING JOINT FIELD ACTIVITY 92~3C.

I. REF I IS THE SUMMARY REPORT OF U.S8. - CAMBODIAN POW/MIA

OPERATIONS, 14-23 0CT 81.

J. REF J I8 JCRC REPORT T88-60, A REFUGEE REPORT CONCERNING.
THE CAPTURE AND EXECUTION OF ONE AMERICAN AFTER THE BATTLE ON TANG
ISLAND.

K. THE FOLIOWING REPORT IS BASED ON FIELD ANALYSIS ONLY AND IS
NOT INTENDED TO PROVIDE FINAL ANALYTIC CONCLUSIONS.

2., SUMMARY OF INVESTIGATION:

A. ¥FROM 21 APRIL 1996 TO 27 APRIL 19296, INVESTIGATION ELEMENT
ONE (IE1l) AND RECOVERY ELEMENT ONE (RE1l) INTERVIEWED TWO WITNESSES
WHO WERE IN THE KHMER ROUGE AND STATIONED ON TANG ISLAND FROM
SEPTEMBER 1975 TO JUNE 1977. BOTH WITNESSES STAYED ON TANG ISLAND
FOR SEVEN DAYS TO LOCATE THE SITE WHERE WITNESS ONE REPORTEDLY SAW
THE BODIES OF THREE AMERICANS WHO EVADED CAPTURE FROM THE KHMER ROUGE
FOR TWO MONTHS BEFORE BEING KILLED IN A FIRE FIGHT ON THE WEST SIDE
OF TANG ISLAND. WITNESS TWCO POINTED QUT TWO OTHER POSSIBLE BURTAL
SITES OF AMERICANS ON THE EASTERN SIDE OF THE ISLAND. RE1
INTERVIEWED ONE OTHER WITNESS WHO REPORTED ONE POSSIBLE BURIAL
LOCATION OF AN AMERICAN ON THE EASTERN SIDE OF TANG ISLAND. THE
TEAMS DUG TEST PITS AT ALL REPORTED BURIAL LOCATIONS, BUT DID NOT
FIND ANY REMAINS QR PERSONAL EFFECTS.

B. WHiS CASE INVOLVES THE 15 MAY 75 LOSS OF THIRTEEN U.S.
MILITARY PERSCNNEIL DURING THE U.S5. OPERATION ON TANG ISLAND,
CAMBODIA TO RESCUE THE CREW OF THE USS MAYAGUEZ. ON THE MORNING OF
15 MAY 1975, A CH-53A HELICOPTER, (CALLSIGN: KNIFE 31) WAS INVOLVED
IN THE RESCUE OF THE CREW OF THE 8S MAYAGUEZ. IT WAS HIT BY
ANTI-ATRCRAFT FIRE AND CRAGHED NEAR THE SHORELINE CF TANG ISLAND,
CAMBODIA. TWENTY-SIX PERSONNEL (4 USAF CREW MEMBERS, 20 USMC AND
2 NAVY PASSENGERSE} WERE ONBOARD THE HELICOPTER AT THE TIME OF THE
INCIDENT. ‘THIRTEEN PERSONNEL WERE RESCUED AT SEA BY SEARCH AND
RESCUE (SAR) TEAMS. ANOTHER CH~53A, KNIFE 23, WAS DOWNED BY
ANTI-AIRCRAFT FIRE APPROXIMATELY 80 METERS NORTH OF KNIFE 31. NO
ONE FROM THE CREW OF KNIFE 23 IS CARRIED AS MISSING. ONE MEMBER
OF KNIFE 31 WAS OBSERVED MOVING INTO THE WRECKAGE OF KNIFE 23.

ONE SEARCH AND RESCUE EFFORT WAS ATTEMPIED IN THE VICINITY OF KNIFE
23 ON 15 MAY 1975, BUT PRODUCED NEGATIVE RESULYS. FURTHER SAR
EFFORTS WERE NOT POSSIBILE DUE TO THE HOSTILE ENVIRONMENT.

C. NEITHER IE1 NOR REl RECOVERED OR RECEIVED ARNY REMAINS OR
PERSONAL EFFECTS WHILE INVESTIGATING CASE 2003,

D. RECOMMENDATION: N/A.
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(2) MAP DATA: MAP NAME~KAMPOT, KAMPUCHEA, VIETNAM, MAP SHEET
NC48~5.

B. OUTSTANDING FEATURES: LARGE PAIM TREE 160 DEGREES AND
APPROXIMATELY 30 METERS FROM TEST PIT ONE. ANOTHER LARGE PAIM TREE
AT 230 DEGREES AND APPROXIMATELY 50 METERS FROM TEST PIT ONE.

C. TERRAIN: FIAT.

D. SOIL CONDITIONS: BEACH SAND.

E. VEGETATION: GRASSY

F. METHOD OF SEARCH: A SURFACE SEARCH OF THE AREA 20M X 20M WAS
CONDUCTED, AND TWO TEST PITS WERE DUG, TEST PIT ONE WAS ONE M (L) X
ONE M (W) X 50CM (D), YIELDING NO PHYSICAL EVIDENCE. TEST PIT TWO
WAS ONE M (L) X ONE M (W) X 50CM (D), YIELDING NO PHYSICAL EVIDENCE
RELATED TO THIS CASE.

G. HAZARDS: SNAKES.

H. RESULTS:

(1) REMAINS SEEN: NONE

{2} IDENTIFICATION MEDIA SEEN: NONE
(3) PERSONAL EFFECTS SEEN: NONE

(4) AIRCRAFT WRECKAGE SEEN: NONE

I. LOGISTICS: SITE COULD BE EXCAVATED BY A STANDARD SIZE RECOVERY
ELEMENT AND 15 TO 20 LOCAL WORKERS. ANTICIPATING THREE TO FIVE DAYS
REQUIRED TO EXCAVATE THE SITE, USING STANDARD RECOVERY EQUIPMENT. A
BASE CAMP COULD BE ESTABLISHED AT THIS LOCATION. DUE TO THE
REMOTENESS OF THE SITE, COORDINATION WOULD BE REQUIRED TO ACQUIRE
LOCAL LABOR. THE SITE IS LOCATED ON TANG ISLAND APPROXIMATELY 27
MILES OFF THE COAST OF CAMBODIA IN THE GULF OF THAILAND.

6. PERTINENT LOCATION OR DATA CHANGES: NONE
7. AREAS OR CASE FILE INFORMATION NOT INVESTIGATED. NONE.

8. ANALYST COMMENTS.

A. WITNESS STATEMENTS:

{1} WITNESS ONE AND TWO STATEMENTS WERE MADE IN A STRAIGHT-
FORWARD MANNER AND SPOKE OPENLY ABOUT THEIR TIME ON TANG ISLAND.
- THEY SEEMED HONEST AND RELIABLE. WITNESS ONE DID MOST OF THE TALKING
DURING THE INTERVIEWS. THE ONILY DISCREPANCY IN THEIR STATEMENT 15
HOW MANY KHMER ROUGE SOLDIERS WERE ACTUALLY ON TANG ISLAND AT THE
TIME OF THE MAYAGUEZ INCIDENT. .

(2) WITNESS THREE'’S STATEMENT IS VERY SKETCHY. HE COULD
BARELY RECALL ANY DETATLS. SINCE HE STATED HE WAS POSITIONED IN
FRONT OF THE INTACT DOWNED HELICOPTER (KNIFE 23) AND OBSERVED THE
SUNK KHMER ROUGE BOAT, IT IS UNLIKELY THAT HE WQULD NOT OBSERVE
KNIFE 31 WHICH WAS ONLY 100M FROM HIS ALLEDGED POSITION.

B. CANVASSING RESULTS: THE RGC POW/MIA COMMITTEE WAS TASKED TO
LOCATE FOUR WITNESSES. THEY LOCATED WITNESS ONE AND CONFIRMED THAT
TWO WITNESSES ARE DECEASED. ONE WITNESS COULD NOT BE LOCATED.

C. INCIDENT LOCATION SURVEY: THERE WAS A ILOT OF THICK AND DENSE
VEGETATION OVER THE LARGE ROCKS ON THE NORTHWESTERN SIDE OF THE
ISLAND MAKING IT VERY DIFFICULY FOR THE WITNESSES TO PINPOINT AN
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EXACT GRAVE/CAVE SITE. _

D. ANALYTICAL CONCIUSION: THE INFORMATION PROVIDED POSSIBLY
CORRELATES TO THE 2003 INCIDENT AND POSSIBLY THE THREE INDIVIDUALS
UNACCOUNTED FOR IN THE 1998 INCIDENT.

9. SEARCH AND RECOVERY SPECIALIST COMMENTS: THOROUGH SEARCHES OF
THE AREA YIELDED NO PHYSICAL EVIDENCE RELATING THIS CASE AND CLOSE
EXAMINATION OF THE AREA IDENTIFIED BY THE WITNESSES PRODUCED NO
PHYSICAL EVIDENCE RELATING T0 CASE 1898 OR 2003.

10. TEAM LEADER COMMENTS.

A. WI'TNESS RELIABILITY: CONCUR WITH ANALYST COMMENTS.

B. ANALYTICAL CONCLUSIONS: CONCUR WITH ANALYST COMMENTS.

C. HOST GOVERNMENT COOPERATION/SUPPORT: HOST GOVERNMENT
COOPERATION WAS EXCELLENT DURING THIS INVESTIGATION.

D. DETACHMENT COMMANDER'S COMMENTS: CONCUR WITH SEARCH AND
RECOVERY SPECIALIST, AND ANALYST COMMENTS.

11. RECOMMENDATION: N/A.//
BT
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NARRATIVE MESSAGE ADMINISTRATIVE MESSAGE
ROUTINE

R 0907227 APR 96 2YB

FM CDR JTF~FA HONOLULU HI//J2//

TO CMC WASHINGTON DC//MHP-10//

INFO WHITE HOUSE NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL WASH DC
SECDEF WASHINGTON DC//USDP:ISA/DPMO//

SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC//CA/OCS/ACS/EAP/VLC//

JOINT STAFF WASHINGTON DC//J5//

CIA WASHINGTON DC//DEA/SEA/IB/DDO/EA/ICOG//

DIA WASHINGTON DC

USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/33/J30-M//

USCINCPAC LO WASHINGTON DC

USDAO BANGKOK TH//PW~MIA//

CDRUSACILHI HICKAM AFB HI//TAPC-PED-H//

BT
UNCLAS //N03460//

MSGID/GENADMIN/CDR JTF~FA/J221//

SUBJ/ANALYSIS OF MATERIAL EVIDENCE ASSOCIATED WITH CASE 2003//
REF/A/RMG/CDR JTF~-FA/051745ZDEC95//

AMPN/DETAILED SEARCH AND RECOVERY REPORT OF CASE 2003 //

RMKS/1. FROM 28 OCTOBER TO 12 NOVEMBER 19985, A JOINT US/KOC TEAM
EXCAVATED A SUSPECTED CH-53 CRASH SITE AT GRID COORDINATES 48PTS
96439 40716 IN KAMPONG SOM PROVINCE, CAMBODIA. JTF-FA ANALYSIS
INDICATES THE ITEMS RECOVERED ARE SUFFICIENT TO ESTABLISH A PROBABLE
CORRELATION T0O THE AIRCRAFT INVOLVED IN THE CASE 2003 INCIDENT.

2. THE TEAM RECOVERED THE FOLLOWING ITEMS:
A. AIRCREW EQUIPMENT:
(1) TWO FLASHLIGHT PORTIONS
(2) TWO LIFE PRESERVER STRAP SECTIONS
(3) NUMEROUS UNKNOWN BUCKLES
(4) SEVERAL UNKNOWN CLOTH MATERIAL PIECES
(5) VARIOUS METAL WEB BELT PIECES
(6) TWO WEBBING SECTIONS WITH HOOKS
(7) TWO POSSIBLE HEIMET LINER SECTIONS
(8) SEVERAL UNKNOWN FABRIC/MATERIAL PIECES
(9) NUMEROUS UNKNOWN ZIPPER PULL TABS
(10) PROBABLE PILOT CHECKLIST
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(11) NUMEROUS UNKNOWN SNAP ASSEMBLIES
(12) UNKNOWN WEBBING PORTION WITH SNAPS
(13) TWO POSSIBLE RAFT REPAIR PLUG PIECES
(14) POSSIBLE SIGNAIL MIRROR SECTION
(15) TWO UNKNOWN METAL BRACKETS WITH WEBBING STRAPS
{16) SEVERAL POSSIBLE WEB BELT STRAP HOOKS
(17) SEVERAL FLAK VEST PORTIONS
{18) POSSIBLE LAP BELT BUCKLE
{19) M~-16 RIFLE AMMUNITION CLIP PORTIONS
{20) THREE SURVIVAL SHOVEL SECTIONS
{21) TWO POSSIBLE COMMUNICATION CORD RELAY SWITCHES
(22) PROBABLE GUNNER’S BELT WITH CONNECTORS
{23) UNKNOWN D-RING
(24) ALL PURPOSE CLIP
(25) SEVERAL POSSIBLE PONCHO SECTIONS
(26) MESS KIT WITH FORK AND ONE PORTION OF MESS KIT
(27) LIFE PRESERVER CASE WITH CELL (RIGHT SIDE)
) SEVERAL LIFE PRESERVER UNIT (LPU) PORTIONS
{29) NUMEROUS UNKNOWN WEBBING PIECES
(30) SMALL VINYL COVER
(31) PAIR OF PLIERS
(32) THREE POSSIBLE AIR MATTRESS PORTIONS
(33) M=-17 CHEMICAL DEFENSE MASK AND HEAD STRAP PIECE
(34) HANDSET H-33F/PT
(35) M~16 RIFLE SECTIONS
(36) LOWERING DEVICE WITH HARDWARE AND WEBBING SECTION
(37) POSSIBLE LAP BELT WEBBING WITH BUCKLE
(38) FLIGHT GLOVE PORTION
(39) MISCELLANEOUS UNKNOWN GROMMETS
(40) UNKNOWN BAG SHAPED MATERIAL WITH ZIPPER AND METAL BAR
PIECE
(41) TWO UNKNOWN BLUE FABRIC PIECES
(42) HEADSET OR HELMET EARCUP CUSHION
(43) TWO CANTEEN CUPS
(44) UNKNOWN ZIPPER SECTION WITH UNIDENTIFIABLE ITEMS
ATTACHED '
(45) THREE POSSIBLE RAIN GEAR SECTIONS
(46) SEVERAL POSSIBLE PONCHO LINER PIECES
(47) MISCELLANEOUS UNKNOWN BUTTONS
(48) MULTIPLE POSSIBLE METAL STRAP END PIECES
(49) UNKNOWN WEBBING WITH D-RING SECTION
(50) UNKNOWN WEBBING SECTION WITH BUCKLE
(51) POSSIBLE RIFLE CLEANING BORE PIECE
(52) TEN METAL HELMETS
(53) PORTION OF METAL HELMET
B. AIRCRAFT COMPONENTS:
(1) DATA PLATE: AXIVANE FAN, P/N 500702-5700, S/N 1A58888
(2) DATA PLATE: MOTOR, AC, MFRS P/N 9420015, S/N ON 198
(3) DATA PLATE: ANTENNA AT-780/ARN, S/N 135B
(4) DATA PLATE: AIRCRAFT MOD. CH-53C, MFR. CODE 78286, P/N
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65200~05004~04, CONT. NO. N0OO0O19-69-C-062, S/N A-6-254
C. MATERIAL EVIDENCE PHOTOGRAPHED AND LEFT AT THE SITE:
(1) UNKNOWN AIRCRAFT WRECKAGE
(2) POSSIBLE AIRCRAFT INSULATION MATERIAL
{3) TWO AIRCRAFT SEATS

3. THE TEAM RECOVERED THE FOLLOWING ITEMS WHICH WERE RETAINED BY
CILHI:

{1} U.S. QUARTER DATED 1966

{2) U.S5. DIME DATED 1970

{3) PERSONNEL IDENTIFICATION CHAIN PORTION

{4) TOOTHBRUSH PORTION

{5} SHAVING RAZOR PORTION

4., JTF-PA ANALYSIS INDICATES: THE TWO FLASHILIGHT PORTIONS {(PARA 2A
(1))} ARE TWO SEPARATE U.S. STANDARD ISSUE FLASHLIGHTS. 'THE ITEMS
LISTED IN (PARA 2A {2),(27), AND (28)) ARE PORTIONS OF A LPU-3/P LIFE
PRESERVER. THE NUMEROUS UNKNOWN BUCKLES (PARA 2A (3}) ARE FIVE
ADJUSTHENT BUCKLES FROM A LPU-3/P LIFE PRESERVER UNIT AND SEVERAL
UNIDENTIFIABLE BUCKLES. THE SEVERAL UNKNOWN CLOTH MATERIAIL PIECES
(PARA 2A (4)) ARE THREE INDIVIDUAL SOCKS, ONE PIECE OF NOMEX FLIGHT
GLOVE AND OTHER UNIDENTIFIABLE CLOTH PIECES. THE ITEMS IN (PARA 2A
(5) AND (16)) ARE PARTS OF WEB BELT USED FOR ATTACHING VARIOUS
ACCESSCORIES. THE PROBABLE PILOT CHECKLIST (PARA 2A (10}) IS A
CHECKLIST USED BY FLIGHT CREW PERSONNEL TO PERFORM AIRCRAFT FLIGHT

OPERATIONS., THE POSSIBLE SIGNAL MIRROR SECTION (PARA 2A (14)) IS A
SIGNALING DEVICE USED TO AID IN RESCUE OPERATIONS. THE SEVERAL
PORTIONS OF FLAK VEST {PARA 2A (17)) ARE USED TO PROVIDE PERSONAL
BODY PROTECTION. THE ITEMS IN (PARA 2A (18) AND (37)) ARE PORTIONS
OF A LAP BELT ASSEMBLY USED 70 SECURE CREWMEMBERS TO AIRCRAFT SEATS
DURING FLIGHT. THE M~-16 RIFLE AMMUNITION CLIP PORTIONS (PARA 2A
{19})} AND ¥M-16 RIFLE SECTIONS (PARA 2A {35)) ARE STANDARD U.S. ISSUE
ITEMS FOR COMBAT PERSONNEL. THE THREE SURVIVAIL SHOVEL SECTIONS (PARA
2A {20}) ARE STANDARD ISSUE ENTRENCHING TOOLS. THE PROBABLE GUNNER’S
BELT WITH CONNECTORS (PARA 2A {(22}) IS USED TO SECURE THE GUNNER TO
THE AIRCRAFT DURING FLIGHT OPERATIONS. THE ITEMS IN (PARA 2A (5),(6)
AND (25)} ARE USED TO PROTECT INDIVIDUALS FROM ADVERSE WEATHER
CONDITIONS. THE ITEMS IN (PARA 2A (26) AND (43}) ARE STANDARD U.S.
ISSUE MESS KITS AND CANTEEN CUPS. THE M-17 CHEMICAL DEFENSE MASK AND
HEAD STRAP PIECE (PARA 2A (33)) PROVIDES PROTECTION AGAINST
CHEMICALLY CONTAMINATED ENVIRONMENTS. THE ITEM IN (PARA 2A (36)) IS8
A PERSONNEL LOWERING DEVICE USED BY CREWMEMBERS TO ILOWER THEMSELVES
FROM OBSTACLES ENCOUNTERED DURING PARACHUTE DESCENT. THE FLIGHT
GLOVE PORTION {(PARA 2A (38)) IS PART OF A NOMEX GLOVE WORN DURING
FLYING OPERATIONS. THE ITEMS IN (PARA 2A (52) AND (53})) ARE METAL
HELMETS ISSUED TO COMBAT PERSONNEL. THE ITEMS IN (PARA 2B (1)
THROUGH (4))} CORREILATE T0O A CH-53 TYPE AIRCRAFT BUT COULD NOT BE
EXCLUSIVELY CORRELATED TO (CASE 2003.
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