22 October 2001

INFORMATION PAPER

Subject: Combat Oper: " ins in the Global War on Terrorism during Ramadan

1. (U) Purpose. Recommend continued combat operations during Ramadan.

2. (U) Key ™'nts.

(U) Based on history, Islamic community members, nation states and
organizations, have not paused combat activities for Ramadan. Hostilities
continued or increased during Ramadan because of religious tenets.

(U) Religious significance:

- (U) During Ramadan Muslims focus on enhancing their sense of community
and aim to achieve a greater awareness of God. Muslims believe their prayers
will be heard especially during this period of reflection. It is similar to the
Christian Lenten period.

- (U) Adult Muslims must fast from sunrise to sunset, however, "Ramadan is
actually a time of increased activity wherein the believer, now lightened of the
burdens of constant eating and drinking, should be more willing to strive and
struggle for Allah."

(U) Important dates during Ramadan:

- (U) On the 17t day of Ramadan (in 624 AD) (3 Dec 01), Almighty Allah
separated the truth from falsehood at the Great Battle of Badr, Islam's holiest
battle. This decisive victory laid the foundation of the Islamic State. The
Muslims became a force to be reckoned with by the dwellers of the Arabic
Peninsula.

- (U) The last ten nights of Ramadan, in particular, were important. Included
in these nights is "Laylat Al-Qadr" of the Night of Destiny, or Power, which is
the holiest night to Muslims. It marks the anniversary of the Revelation of
the Quran, and is celebrated between the 26t and 27t days of Ramadan (13
Dec-01). The Night of Destiny is also significant because the majority of
Muslim Jurists believe that it is on this night that a good deed is worth the
work of a thousand months. Martyrdom seekers, have since the beginning
of Islamic history, sought martyrdom on this night.

(U) Historical dates during Ramadan:

- (U) 25 day of Ramadan (in 1260 AD), The Muslim armies met and crushed










