
P 062337Z MAY 03 
FM AMEMBASSY BOGOTA 
TO RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 6234 
INFO RUEAIIA/CIA WASHDC PRI OR ITY 
RHEFDIA/DIA WASHDC PRIORITY 
RUEAWJA/DEPT OF JUST I CE WASHDC PRIORITY 
RUCNFB/FBI WASHDC PRIORITY 
RUCNFB/FBI MIAMI PRIORITY 
RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHDC PRIORITY 
RUEKJCS/JOINT STAFF WASHDC PRIORITY 
RHEHNSC/NSC WASHDC PRIORITY 
RUM I AAA/USCINCSO MIAMI FL PRIORITY 
RHEHAAA/WHITE HOUSE WASHDC PRIORITY 
RUEHBU/AMEMBASSY BUENOS AIRES 0626 
RUANJTF/DIRJIATF EAST 
RHEHOND/DIRONDCP WASHDC 
BT 
GE!CRE'i' 

SECDEF PLEASE PASS TO DAS ANDRE D. HOLLIS 
DOJ FOR ~b)(6) I, CHIEF, COUNTER - TERRORISM SECTION, 
CRIMINAL DIVISION 
FBI MIAMI FOR "'b""")("'6,....);..,,.(b..,.,)(""3),...,:1'""0--:-U""s""'c'""§""'1""'3""'0b--, 
BA FOR DCM (b)(6); (b)(3) 10 USC §130b 

E.O. 12958: DECL: 05/05/2013 
TAGS: ASEC, CASC, KCRM, PHOM, PINR , PREL, PTER, SNAR, CO 
SUBJECT: SITREP 48: AIRCRAFT CRASH NEAR FLORENCIA 

REF: A. BOGOTA 3994 
B. BOGOTA 3863 
C. BOGOTA 2993 

CLASSIFIED BY; AMBASSADOR ANNE W. PATTERSON , REASONS 1 .5 (B), (C), (D) 

L..c,_L b)(1 ); 14(b); 1.4(c); 1.4(d)
1 . -.-oT" SUMMARY . 
b)(1); 1.4(b); 1.4(c); 1.4(d) IT IS LIKELY THE AMCIT HOSTAGES HAVE 

BEEN MOVED SOUTH TOWARD THE YARI REGION. HOWEVER, THE 
PRESENCE OF ONE OR MORE AMCITS IN THE 'MOCHO CAMP ' AREA 
REMAINS A POSSIBI LITY. COLAR FORCES CONTINUE TO MOVE TOWARD 
THIS TARGET. THE RECENT MURDER BY THE FARC OF THE ANTIOQUIA 
GOVERNOR AND OTHERS DURING b)(1); 14(b); 14(c); 1.4(d) lrs 
NOT LIKELY TO AFFECT '::-::::-::-:c-::-:=-:-:=:c::--::-::------:-':""'."".:-'.".'..,..,.,-:-::-:--=-=-:-,~T--,-aEGY 

FOR THE SAR MISSION. 
b)(1 ); 1.4(b); 1.4(c); 1 .4(d) 

(REF C). END SUMMARY. 

2. (8/HP) THE DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATIVE SECURITY (DAS) 
RECENTLY PASSED TWO SOURCES TO THE EMBASSY CLAI MING KNOWLEDGE 
OF THE WHEREABOUTS OF THE HOSTAGES. EMBASSY tb)(1); !PERSONNEL 
DEBRIEFED TWO DEFECTORS OF THE FARC'S TEOFILO FORERO MOBILE 
COLUMN ON MAY 5. ONE SOURCE WAS A SUB-COMMANDER OF THE 
FARC'S 14TH FRONT . HE CLAIMS TO HAVE RECEIVED CUSTODY OF ALL 
THREE AMCIT HOSTAGES ON MARCH 10 FROM 'EL PAISA.' HE HELD 
THE AMERICANS NEAR THE RIVER CAGUAN THEN, ON MARCH 18, PASSED 



CUSTODY TO UNIDENTIFIED FARC MEMBERS AT A CAMP NEAR EL BILLER 
IN THE YARI REGION, CAQUETA DEPARTMENT. HE CLAIMS THE 
HOSTAGES ALL LOOKED VERY TIRED, BUT WERE NOT SUFFERING FROM 
ANY GRAVE HEALTH CONDITIONS. THIS MAY CONFLICT WITH PRIOR 
REPORTS THAT ONE OR MORE OF THE AMCITS HAS BEEN INJURED WHILE 
BEI NG TRANSPORTED. THE EMBASSY WILL CONTINUE TO DEBRIEF 
THESE SOURCES, WHO CLAIM FELLOW COMPANIONS IN THE AREA MAY 
ALSO WISH TO DEFECT. b)(1 ); 1.4(b); 1.4(c); 1.4(d) 

(b)(1 ); 1.4(b); 1 4(c); 14(d) 

(b)(1 ); 14{b); 1.4(c); 1.4(d) 

3 . (S/MP~ l(b)(1 ); 1.4(b); 1.4(c); 1 4(d) 

COLMIL CLAIMED THAT ONE AMCIT MAY BE BURIED IN THE VICINITY 
OF MOCHO'S CAMP AT A LOCATION KNOWN AS LA PUNTA. THOUGH IT 
IS UNLIKELY THAT THIS ACCOUNT IS TRUE, DUE TO CONFLICTS IN 
THE DESCRIPTION OF THE DECEASED Kb)(l); 1 4<b), 1.4(c); 1.4(d) I 
~b)(1); 1 4{b); 14(c); 1.4(d) IIT IS POSSIBLE. THE COLAR 12TH 
BRIGADE WILL POSSIBLY BE ABLE TO CONFIRM THIS ONCE THEY TAKE 
CONTROL OF THE AREA. 

4 . (6/HF~ COLAR FORCES ARE SLOWLY PROCEEDING TOWARD THE 
MOUNTAIN TOP AREA OF 'EL MOCHO 'S ' CAMP. AERIAL IMAGES OF THE 
CAMP WERE OBTAINED APPROXIMATELY TWO WEEKS AGO, HOWEVER 
MAINTENANCE PROBLEMS, POOR WEATHER AND b){1 ); 1.4{b); 1 4(c); 14(d) 
b) 1); 14{b); 1.4 c ; 1.4 d) THE 
LAST FEW DAYS. ONE ARL COMINT FLIGHT RESUMED ON MAY 5. IT 
IS UNLIKELY THAT THE AMCITS WILL BE FOUND IN MOCHO'S CAMP, 
SINCE INTERCEPTION OF RECENT FARC COMMUNICATIONS INDICATE 
THAT THEY ARE POSSIBLY AWARE OF THE MOVEMENT OF COLMIL FORCES 
IN THIS REGION. ~b)(3):10 USC §130c IHAS ORDERED COLAR TROOPS TO 
SET UP BLOCKING POSITIONS TO THE SOUTHEAST OF THE CAMP TO 
CAPTURE FLEE I NG FARC MEMBERS. AS OF MAY 4, THE TOTAL NUMBER 
OF COLAR TACTICAL OPERATIONS IN SUPPORT OF THE SEARCH NUMBERS 
62 WITH 15 RESULTING IN FARC ENGAGEMENT. TWENTY-THREE CAMPS 
AND/OR FARC STRUCTURES HAVE BEEN RAIDED SINCE THE BEGINNING 
OF OPERATIONS. SINCE THE LAST SITREP THERE HAS BEEN NO 
SI GNIFICANT CHANGE IN THE NUMBER OF COLAR OR FARC COMBATANTS 
KILLED, WOUNDED OR CAPTURED (REF B). AS OF MAY 4, THERE ARE 

2201 COLAR TROOPS IN THE AREA OF OPERATIONS AND 5612 IN THE 
WIDER AREA OF INTEREST. 

5.~ COMMENT: THE RECENT MURDER OF FORMER ANTIOQUIA 
GOVERNOR GUILLERMO GAVIRIA, FORMER DEFENSE MINISTER AND PEACE 
ADVISER GILBERTO ECHEVERRI, AND OTHERS (REF A) HAS PUT 
PRESSURE ON PRESIDENT URIBE TO NEGOTIATE HOSTAGE EXCHANGES 
WITH THE FARC. POST RECOGNIZES HE MAY BE WARY OF ORDERING 
FURTHER RESCUE ATTEMPTS. HOWEVER, THIS EVENT IS NOT LIKELY 
TO AFFECT THE CURRENT DEPLOYMENT OF COLMIL FORCES ENGAGED IN 

(b)(1 ); 1.4{b); 1.4(c); 1.4(d) 

(b)(1); 1.4(a); END COMMENT. 
4 A/h \- 1 A Ir- \ · 
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SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
1000 DEFENSE PENTAGON, WASHINGTON, IJC 20301•1000 

MAY 20 am 

Her Excellency 
Marta Lucia Ramirez de Rinc6n 
Minister ofNational Defense of the Republic ofColombia 
Bogota, Colombia 

Dear Madam Minister: 

Please accept my condolences for the murders of former Defense Minister 
Echeverri, Governor Gaviria and the eight Colombian soldiers. 

Such brutal acts should only strengthen our resolve to work together to defeat 
terrorism. 

Sincerely, 

UD7256 /03 



ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE; C.. F---. '5 J:::,..-z_ 
2400 DEFENSE PENTAGON Cf~<.:=~ ,: ~ ~ : 

WASHINGTON, DC 20301-2400 S!:f:~'=V.:i'; r:: [;,_-_;U ;: = 

ACTION MEMO 21JJ3 KAY l q PM 2! 16 
INTERNATIONAL SECOEF HAS ~r:1=~, ~ 

SECORI'l'Y 1~03/006332-WHR
AFFAIRS 

MAY 20 200J USDP~ollt 

r ::.!":ER: SECRETARYOFDEFENSE 5\C\ \O 
1111 
7 t,4~: Assistant Secretaryof·D· efi..e.nse, Intemation: ~ecuritt~.. •.

5
, 

[11-, (Peter W. RodmanJb>(6> • · •.• •D LJ ~ o7 MAY 2003 

SUBJECT: ~b)(:!).
1..;........;_.;....;_,_;._;__,c__;,...:______;____:_.:,...:__...:__...:__...:___ __J 

b)(S) 

• 

• 

COORDINATION:TAB B 

Attachments: As Stated 

6
Prepared by~=?x=..~~>~•===_::,:,;_~.:.:.JI, ISA WHA,f....b)_(>_-'--,.j 

~~1AY - 7 2003 

81\. /&" b)(6) 

i ♦ 

.•,' ..J 

· t· s-tts :• I 
PDASD/lSA_L__j 

U0725e /03 
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UNCLASSIFIED 
UNCLAS 
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Drafter• s ~ame : Kb)(6) ••· ..•• .•. ••• •· ···•· • k COUNTRY DIRE 
'(fic~/Phon~ : ISA/WHA,j<ti~:_)(6_)_•·~··____.I 

k~-..:as!!!r's Info OONALD H. RUMS, SECDE, OSD, •7100 

Action Pree ROUT:NE 
Info Pree ROUTINE 

Specat 

From: SECDEF WASHINGTON DC 
To: USDAO BOGOTA CO 

Info~ AMEMBASSY BOGOTA 
USCINCSO MIAMI FL//SCJ32/S// 
USMILGP BOGOTA CO 
DIA WASHINGTON DC 
JOINT STAFF WASHINGTON OC//JS// 
SECDEF WASHINGTON DC//USDP/DSCA// 
SECDEF WASHINGTON DC//USOP/CHAIRS/ / 

TEXT FOLLOWS 

UNCLASSIFIED 

SUBJECT: LETI'ER FROM SECDEF RUMSFELD TO COLOMBIAN MINISTER OF 
D~FENSE (!'OD} MARTA LUCIA RAMIREZ DE RINCON 

1. REQUEST YOU DELIVER THE FOLLOWING LETTER TO MINISTER OF DEFENSE 
RAMIREZ. 
QUOTE 
HER EXCELLENCY 
~•~~A LUCIA RAl-IIREZ DE RINCON 

3'!'ER OF NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE REPUBLIC OF COLCMBIA 
,·rA, COLOMBIA 

QUOTE 
Df!:AR MADAM MINISTER: 
( PARA) PLE1\SE ACCEPT MY CONDOLENCES FOR THE MURDERS OF FOP.MER 
DEFENSE', MINISTER ECHEVERRI, GOVERNOR GAVIRIA Afl'D THE EIGHT COIDMBIAN 
SOLDIERS. 
(PARA} SUCH BRUTAL ACTS SHOULD ONLY STRENGTHEN OUR RESOLVE TO WORK 

TOGETHER ID DEFEAT TERRORISM. 
I /SINCERELY// 
DONALD H. RUMSFELD 
END QUOTE 
2. HARD COPY TO FOLLOW 

UNCLASSIFIED 

U O 7 2 56 /03 
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(0)(5) ; (0)(6) 
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(b)(1) ; (b)(5) ; (b)(6) ; 1.4(b) 






