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(b)(6) 

BE DESCRIBED rN SOME DETAIL 
GRU •SPETZGRUPPA,• WHICH 

FUNCTIONED THROUGHOUT THE WAR ACQUIRING SAMPLES OF 
CAPTURED AMERICAN COMBAT EQUIPMENT FOR 
EXPLOITATION IN THE USSR. THE SPETZGRUPPA HAD NO 
CONTACT WITH AMERICAN POWS, BOT SOVIET OFFICERS 
HAD PARTICIPATED IN THE INTERROGATION OF AMERICAN 
POWS ON TWO OCCASIONS PRIOR TO ZAKHARCBENXO'S 
ARRIVAL IN HANOI, liE CLAI~. ~ :~Y. 
2. WITNESS RELIABILITY: (6)(6) WAS 
INITIALLY RELUCTANT TO SP~ wf J -MOSCOW. BE 
HAD SPOKEN PREVIOUSLY WITH SEVERAL U.S. EMBASSY 
OFFICIALS, AND BE CLAIMED BE HAD NO FURTHER 
INFORMATION TO SHARE. AS THE INTERVIEW PROCEEDED , 
HOWEVER , !tbll6l I EXPRESSED AN ABIDING 
PERSONAL INTEREST IN SUPPORTING THE HUMANITARIAN 
TASK OF ACCOUNTING FOR MISSING U.S. SERVICEMEN, 
AND DURING THE COURSE OF THE TWO-AND-ONE-RALF HOUR 
INTERVIEW, HE PROVIDED PREVIOUSLY UNKNOWN DETAILS 
ABOUT THE SPETZGRUPPA'S MISSION, FUNCTIONS, AND 
OPERATIONS. HE IS A HIGHLY CREDIBLE AND 
KNOWLEDGEABLE WITNESS. 

3 . INTERVIEW DETAILS: Hb)(6) I CLAIMED H2 
FOLLOWED THE ISSUE OF AMERICAN POWS IN NORTH 
VIETNAM VERY CLOSELY DURING HIS FOUR-YEAR TOUR IN 
HANOI. THE VIETNAMESE CONSIDERED ANYTHING DEALING 
WITH THE POWS A CLOSELY HELD SECRET AND SHARED 
LITTLE INFORMATION WITH THE SQVI STS ~R THE 
CHINESE. NEVERTHELESS, j{b)(6 ) CONSIDERED 
HIMSELF AS KNOWLEDGEABLE AS ANYONE AT THE TIME 
ABOUT AMERICANS HELD CAPTIVE BY THE VIETNAMESE . 
BE ALSO CLAIMED TO RA'Vli: BEEN PRESENT AT THE CRASH 
SITES OF DOWNED AMERICAN AIRCRAFT •SEVERAL TIMSS.• 

3A . J<b~ 1 CONFIRMED TBE EXISTENCE OF A 
SPET G PPA AT i~ SOVIET EMBASSY IN HANOI DURING 
TBE VIETNAM WAR. TBB GROUP'S MISSION WAS TO 
ACQUIRE CAPTURED AMERICAN COMBAT EQUIPMENT FOR 
TRANSPORT TO TBB USSR WHERE IT COULD BE EXPLOITED . 
HB CLAIMED THB GROUP FUNCTIONED THROUGHOUT THE 
WAR, STAFPED: r.N- 1965 BY AS MANY AS 20 SPECIALISTS 
AND DROPPIHQ,.:.TO:- AS FEW AS 4 OFFICERS TOWARD TB.B 
END OF TBB MAlt'. ; TBB GROUP'S WORK WAS VERY 
DIFFICULT FOit:•.3; llBASONS: THE VIETNAMESE DID NOT 
ALWAYS INPORM' TBB SOVIETS WREN THEY ACQUIRED 
VALUABLB PIECES OF AMERICAN EQUIPMENT ; THE 
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VIETNAMESE DID NOT ALWAYS PERMIT SOVIET ACCESS TO 
THIS EQUIPMENT; AND CLIMATIC CONDITIONS WERE SUCH 
THAT QUICK RECOVERY OF EQUIPMENT WAS EXTREMELY 
DIFFICULT . 

3Al . TO GAIN ACCESS TO A CRASH S ITE , FOR EXAMPLE, 
THE SOVIETS HAD TO APPLY TO THE VIETNAMESE FOR 
PERMISSION TO EXPLOIT THE SITE . BY THE TIME THE 
SOVIETS ARRIVED, MOST OF THE VALUABLE EQUIPMENT 
HAD ALREADY BEEN REMOVED TO VIETNAMESE WAREHOUSES . 
TO ACQUIRE THE MORE LUCRATIVE PIECES OF AMERICAN 
COMBAT EQUIPMENT, THE SOVIETS USUALLY HAD ~0 OFFER 
THE VIETNAMESE NEW SOVIET COMBAT EQUIPMENT IN 
EXCHANGE FOR THE CAPTURED AMERICAN EQUIPMENT . THE 
VIE~AMESE TREAT~ THEIR CH~~SB ALLIES IN A 
SIMILAR FASHION, ~)(6) CLAIMED. 
3A2 . AS AN EXAMPLE OF TH.EFICULT CONPITI ONS 
UNDER WHICH THE SPETZGRUPPA OPERATED, !(b)(6) 
RECALLED THE DOWNING OF AN AMERICAN F-~4..;..:.;I;;N~1 :!1:'1§7~.-:o~----' 
(HE COULD NOT BE MORE SPECIFIC ON THE DATE) ABOUT 
200 KILOMETERS SOUTH OF HANOI. THE SOVIETS BECAME 
AWARE OF TB~ DOWNING THE SAME DAY, AND 
Hbl(6) I WENT IMMEDIATELY TO THE VIETNAMESE 
GENERAL STAFF HEADQUARTERS . WHEN THE VIETNAMESE 
RiFUSED IMMEDIATE SOVIET ACCESS TO THE SITE, 

j(b)(6l J THREATENED TO RETURN THE SPETZGRUPPA 
TO THE USSR l F THE VIETNAMESE DID NOT GRANT ACCESS 
TO THE CRASH SITE, WHEREUPON THE VIETNAMESE 
RELENTED. THE SPETZGRUPPA TEAM DROVE TO THE SITE 
AND CRAWLED THROUGH THICK, INSECT-INFESTED JUNGLE 
TO REACH THE CRASH SITE, A LARGE IMPACT CRATER 
FILLED WITH WATER. THE VIETNAMESE GAVE THE 
SOVIETS PERMISSION TO REMOVE WHATEVER WAS 
RECOVERABLE FROM THE WRECKAGE. !'::l(b~lC.:::.~6l~-==-~~~ 
CLAIMED TBAT NO BODIES OR EVIDENCE OP TBE FATE OF 
THE CREW WERE FOUND DURING THE EXCAVATI ON OF THE 
SITE BY THE SOVIET SPETZGRUPPA. 

3A3. ICb)(6) b DISMISSED THE POSSIBILITY THAT, 
GIVEN VIETNAMESE N NCOOPERATION, THE SOVIETS MIGHT 
RAVE SIMPLY "TAKEN" WHAT THE VIETNAMESE WER.E NOT 
WILLING TO GIVE. HB CLAIMED THIS WOULD RAVE BERN 
POLITICALLY AND LOGISTICALLY IMPOSSIBLE AND WOULD 
HAVE CREATED A SERIOUS INCIDENT BETWEEN HANOI AND 
MOSCOW . 

3A4. AMBRicAR·.=COHBAT EQUIPMENT OBTA.INED BY THE 
SPETZGRUPPA~.11AS''· SBNT TO A SPECIAL WAREHOUSE 
FACILITY IN . 'l'UB': SOVIBT UNION, WHERE IT WAS SORTED 
AND SH'IPPED '!'0. TBB RESPONSIBLE MINISTRY FOR 
EXPLOITATION ( I.E., AIRCRAFT TO THE SOVIET AIR 
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FORCE, APCS TO TBE GROUND FORCES, ETC) . 
j{b)(6) ! BELIEVES IT WOULD BE IMPOSSIBLE TO 
TRACE THIS E UIPMENT AND LOCATE IT TODAY. B.E DID 
ACKNOWLEDGE THAT AN AMERIC~ APC FROM VIETNAM IS 
AT THE MQSEQM OF ARMORED TRANSPORTATION. 
3A5 . J(b)(6) . I CLAIMED IT WAS NOT PART OF THE 
SPETZGRUPPA'S MISSION TO TRANSPORT AMERICAN POWS 
FROM SOUTHEAST ASIA TO THE USSR. THE GROUP WAS 
ONLY INTERESTED IN EQUIPMENT AND MADE NO EFFORT TO 
ACQUIRE A PILOT FOR EXPLOITATION. HE ASSERTED 
THAT NO MILITARY OFFICERS, INCLUDING OFFICERS OF 
THE GRU, WERE INVOLVED IN THIS TYPE OF OPERATION . 
MOREOVER, ~~~~ ~CLAIMED HE HAD CLOSE 
RELATIONS SOVIETFF!CERS OF "OTHER SERVICES" 
WHO WERE IN HANOI, AND HE KNEW OF NO EFFORT TO 
TRANSPORT AMERICAN POWS TO THE USSR. ICb)(6) I 
WAS CERTAIN THAT AMERICAN POWS COULD NOT HAVE BEEN 
TRANSFERRED WITHOUT HIS KNOWLEDGE. 

3B. l(b)(G) I CLAIMED THAT THE SPETZGRUPPA DID 
NOT INTERROGATE AMERICAN POWS IN VIETNAM DURING 
HIS TOUR OF DUTY TBERE. SPECIALISTS FROM TKE 
SPETZGROPPA ROUTINELY SUBMITTED QUESTIONS TO THE 
VIETNAMESE THAT THE SPETZGRUPPA WANTED ADDRESSED 
TO AMERICAN POWS. THESE QUESTIONS WERE SPECIALLY 
PREPARED FOR INDIVIDUAL POWS (I.E., THE LIST OP' 
QUESTIONS WAS NOT A STANDARD QUESTIONNAIRE} AND 
USUALLY INVOLVED AMERICAN TACTICS AND TECHNICAL 
CHARACTERISTICS OF EQUIPMENT. THE QUESTIONS WERE 
PROVIDED PRIOR TO AN INTERROGATION, BUT ANSWERS TO 
THESE QUEST'IONS WERE PROVIDED BACK TO THE 
SPETZGRUPPA ONLY RARELY, HE SAID. THESE 
INTERROGATION PROTOCOLS CONTAINED TB.E NAME AND 
RANK OF THE POW AS WELL AS THE AIRCRAFT TYPE THAT 
HE PILOTED . 

3C. ALTB,OUGH SOVIET OFFICERS DID NOT PARTICIPATE 
IN THE INTERROGATION OF AMERICAN POWS DURING HIS 
TOUR IN HANOI, lb)(6) ~DID KNOW OF TWO 
INCIDENTS PRIO TO HIS ARRI AL (1967) WHEN SOVIET 
OFFICERS WERE P~ESENT D~ING THE INTERROGATION OF 
AMERICAN FLYERS . IN THESE CASES, THE ACTUAL 
INTERROGATION WAS CONDUCTED BY THE VIETNAMESE, HE 
CLAIMED, BUT THB SOVIET OFFICUS WERE PBYSICJU.LY 
PRESENT IN TBB ROOM. HB KNOWS OF 'I"RESE INCIDENTS 
FROM READr.NG~COPIKS OF TRE INTERROGATION REPORTS 
IN Moscow, mi:~SAm. Hbl(6) I DOES NOT RECALL 
THE NAME OF· , 'l'IIB:!rSOVIET OFFICERS OR TB.B AMERICAN 
POWS INVOL~·XN. TBESE 1967 INTERROGATIONS. 

3D. L-l(b_){_6) ____ _.1 CLAIMS TO HAVE BEEN PRESENT AT 
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PRESS CONFERENCES WHEN AMERICAN POWS WERE 
DISPLAYED . ALTHOUGH PRESSED, HE WAS UNABLE TO BE 
SPECIFIC, FAILING TO PROVIDE THE NO 
MBER OF SUCH 
INCIDENTS, DATES, OR DESCRIPTIONS OF THE POWS 
INVOLVED. 

3E. Jb)(6) I CLAIMED THERE WAS NO WRITTEN 
POLI Y ISSUED BY THE SOVIET GOVERNMENT GOVERNING 
CONTACT WITH AMERICAN POWS BY SOVIET CITIZENS IN 
NORTH VIETNAM. HE SAID SOVIET PERSONNEL WERE 
REQUIRED TO REPORT ANY SUCH CONTACT TO THE SOVIET 
ATTACHE. 

3F . THERE WAS A WRITTEN DOCUMENT, HOWEVER, 
GOVERNING THE WORK OF THE SPETZGRUPPA. THIS WAS 
THE PROTOCOL OF THE TREATY BETWEEN THE SOVIET 
UNION AND NORTH VIETNAM THAT OBLIGATED TBE 
VIETNAMESE TO GIVE UP CAPTURED AMERICAN COMBAT 
EQUIPMENT TO THE SOVIETS. 

4. DIARY/ SOUVENIRS/PHOTOGRAPHS: NONE 

5. NAMES OF POSSIBLE CONTACTS: WHEN ASKED FOR THE 
NAMES OF PEOPLE W~Tft WIOM BE ~ WORKED AT THE 
EMBASSY IN RANOI, l b)(6) _ EXPRESSED THE 
BELIEF THAT PROVIDING THESE NAMES WOULD BE A 
BETRAYAL. HE SUGGESTED THAT WE CONTACT THE 
CANADIANS OR SWEDES WHO HAD MISSIONS IN HANOI 
DURING THE WAR FOR THE LIST OF THE, SOVIET EMBASSY 
STAFF AT THIS TIME. 

6. JOI~ COMKISSION 
SENDS . (b)(6) I 
BT 
#3784 
NNNN 
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