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DEFENSE POW/MIA ACCOUNTING AGENCY 
2300 DEFENSE PENTAGON 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301-2300 

MEMORANDUM 

From: DP AA Laboratory 

To: Headquarters, U.S. Marine Corps 
A TIN: fb><6> I 
Manpower & Reserve Affairs (MRPC) 
2008 Elliot Road 
Quantico, VA 22134 

Subj: Identification ofDPAA-CIL 2015-125-I-06 

Encl: (1) Case File DPAA-CIL 2015-125-1-06, DPAAI 5-0017 

Ser: 119-15 
16 September 2015 

1. Forwarded is the DPAA Laboratory case file establishing the following identification: 

Private Robert Junior CARTER, 818302, U.S. Marine Corps 

2. Enclosed reports and documents in the DP AA case file have been checked for accuracy and 
completeness and represent those documents deemed relevant and probative. One copy is for 
your retention and the other is for the casualty individual's family. All presentations are marked 
af£ropriately on the inside cover of the booklet. For administrative questions, please contact 

IC6 5 I 
3. Please provide this office with disposition instructions. Point of contact for the identification 
process is b)(6) I 

c1ence Director 
Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency 

PP UTT;; 'I@? RF 7f 



16 September 2015 

The remains designated CIL 2015-125-I-06, DPAA 2015-0017 are identified as those of 

Private Robert Junior CARTER; 818302; U.S. Marine Corps 

Copy editing and quality assurance procedures may result in some reports post dating the 
identification date. 

CJLform 1612 dtd J October2015 
Page I of l 

Science Director 
Defense POW /MIA Accounting Agency 
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DPAA Number: 
Case Number: 
Name: 
Date of Birth: 
Service Number: 
Rank/Service: 
Unit: 
Location of Loss: 
Date of Loss: 
Date of Report: 

DEFENSE POW/MIA ACCOUNTING AGENCY 
2300 DEFENSE PENTAGON 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301-2300 

MEDICAL EXAMINER SUMMARY REPORT 

DPAA15-0017 
CIL 2015-125-I-06 
CARTER, Robert Junior 
22June1924 
818302 
Private, U.S. Marine Corps 
Co. G, 2nd Battalion, 8th Marines, 2nd Marine Division 
Betio Island, Tarawa Atoll, Gilbert Islands 
20 November 1943 
16 September 2015 

BACKGROUND 

Private (Pvt) Robert Junior CARTER participated in the invasion Tarawa Atoll, and was killed 
during the assault on Beach Red 3 sometime during the first day of the battle. Pvt CARTER and 
other service members were reportedly buried in the 8th Marines Cemetery #2. Eventually, the 
U.S. Navy designated this location as Cemetery #27 and a memorial plaque inscribed with the 
names of the men reportedly buried there was erected at the site. While there was a monument 
honoring the men originally buried in Cemetery #27, no remains were discovered at this location 
following the end of World War II. 

On 26 June 2015, History Flight, Inc. notified the Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency 
(DPAA) that they had unearthed a burial trench on Betio Island and had recovered the remains of 
approximately 35 U.S. Marines who had been buried in Cemetery #27. During the recovery 
operation, History Flight, Inc. compared the dental records of Pvt CARTER to a set of remains 
and suggested a match. The remains were transferred to the custody of DPAA and accessioned 
for analysis on 26 July 2015. 

SUMMARY OF IDENTIFICATION 

Dental Analysis: 

The dental remains consisted of 28 teeth in complete upper and lower jaws; three teeth were lost 
around or after the time of death as evidenced by empty and unhealed tooth sockets. The 
examined remains corresponded to the antemortem evidence of Pvt Robert J. CARTER with no 
unexplainable discrepancies. Based upon the correlations between the antemortem and 
postmortem dental evidence, to include two restored teeth, 26 unrestored teeth, and one tooth 
missing prior to death, the dental remains are positively those of Pvt Robert Junior CARTER, 
818302, U.S. Marine Corps. 

Page 1 of3 
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CARTER, Robert Junior 
DPAAl 5-0017; CIL 2015- 125-1-06 

Anthropology Analysis: 

The examined remains consist of a partial skeleton in fair condition. The remains represent a 
single individual, as established by the lack of duplication of elements and by good anatomical 
articulations throughout the skeleton. Additionally, all skeletal elements are broadly consistent 
in terms of size, development, and appearance. Analyses indicate this individual was male. The 
age-at-death for this individual was 18 - 25 years. Traits indicative of European ancestry were 
observed and stature was estimated to be 64.8 - 70.8 inches. No definite evidence of trauma 
around the time of death was observed in the remains. At the time of his death, Pvt CARTER 
was a 19-year-old white male who stood 68.75 inches in height. 

Chest Radiograph Comparison Analysis: 

The right and left collarbones and some of the vertebrae of the upper spine are subjected to chest 
radiograph comparison analysis. The remains are digitally radiographed to produce postmortem 
radiographs. The postmortem radio graphs were compared to a single antemortem chest 
radiograph of Pvt Robert J. CARTER. Concordances in bone shape, size and densities were 
observed across numerous regions with no irreconcilable differences, and therefore the remains 
examined are consistent with Pvt Robert Junior CARTER. 

Material Evidence Analysis: 

Material evidence associated with the remains was received as a unilateral turnover from History 
Flight, Inc. The evidentiary materials were reportedly recovered in direct association with the 
remains examined in this report. The material evidence includes buttons, load bearing 
equipment buckles, a strap tip, and a metal wire. These m·e consistent with items issued to, or 
used by U.S. Marines in the Pacific Theater during Worldl War II. 

Page 2 of 3 
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CARTER, Robert Junior 
DPAA15-0017; CIL 2015-125-1-06 

OPINION 

The results of the laboratory analyses and the totality of the circumstantial evidence establish to 
me the remains are those of Private Robert Junior CARTER, 818302, U.S. Marine Corps. 

The date of Pvt CARTER's death was previously established by the U.S. Marine Corps as 
20 November 1943, with the cause of death stated as Killed in Action (details not known) due to 
military action on Betio Island, Tarawa Atoll, Gilbert Islands. Based on the examination of the 
skeletal remains, the cause and manner of death cannot be determined to a sufficient degree of 
medical certainty and are best certified as "Undetermined." The date of death is consistent with 
all historical, circumstantial, and laboratory evidence. If additional remains of Pvt CARTER are 
identified, disposition of those remains will be in accordance with the wishes of the next-of-kin. 

Science Director 
Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency 

Enclosures (9): 

1. Historical Report: JPAC Incident No. 45, Betio Island, Tarawa Atoll, Republic of Kiribati; 
dtd 10 August 2015. 

2. Forensic Odontology Report, CIL 2015-125-I-06; DPAA Laboratory; dtd 24 August 2015. 
3. Forensic Anthropology Report, CIL 2015-125-1-06; DPAA Laboratory; dtd 8 September 

2015. 
4. Forensic Anthropology Report Addendum, CIL 2015-125-1-06; DPAA Laboratory; dtd 28 

September 2015. 
5. Chest Radiograph Comparison Report: CIL 2015-125-1-06; DPAA Laboratory; dtd 12 

August 2015. 
6. Material Evidence Report: CIL 2015-125-1-06-A-01 through 04; DPAA Laboratory; dtd 

14 August 2015. 
7. Relevant Personnel Records 
8. NMS-Form N, Certificate of Death; dtd APR 08 '44 
9. Certificate of Death Overseas, DD2064 

• 
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Historical Report: Ground Incident 45 
Betio Island, Tarawa Atoll, Republic of Kiribati 

by 

r 
Research and Analysis Directorate 

Defense POW /MIA Accounting Agency 
590 Moffett St, Bldg 4077 

Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam, HI 96853-5530 

10 August 2015 
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Historical Report: Ground Incident 45 
Betio Island, Tarawa Atoll, Republic of Kiribati 

Research and Analysis Directorate 
Defense POW /MIA Accounting Agency 

10 August 2015 

INDIVIDUAL ASSOCIATED 

Service 
Rank 

Posthumous Branch 
Date of Loss 

Number Rank of Service 
CARTER, Robert J. 818302 Pvt Pvt USMC 20November1943 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND• 

Status 

KIA/BNR 

Private (Pvt) Robert J. CARTER was aMarine assigned to Golf Company (G Co.), 2nd 
Battalion, 8th Marines (G-2/8 Marines). Private CARTER participated in the invasion of the 
island ofBetio, Tarawa Atoll, Gilbert Islands (now the Republic of Kiribati) on 20 November 
1943. 

In the autumn of 1943, the U.S. Navy Pacific Fleet's Central Pacific Campaign targeted 
the Gilbert Islands (now known as the Republic of Kiribati). The Gilberts offered the Pacific 
Fleet a platform from which to launch assaults on the Marshall and Caroline Islands to advance 
the U.S. Navy's Central Pacific Campaign against Japan. Considered essential to that campaign 
was the capture of Betio Island, located within Tarawa Atoll of the Gilberts (Figure I). Primary 
responsibility for the assault, code named Operation GALVANIC, fell to the Second Marine 
Division (2MARDIV).1 

The 2MARDIV scheduled the assault on Betio for 0830 hours on 20 November 1943. 
The plan partitioned the primary landing area into three ar~ designated (from west to east) as 
Beaches Red 1, 2, and 3 (Figure 2). The plan called for the Marines to capture the airfield, with 
minimal damage to it, while defeating the Japanese defenders. Leading the invasion was the 
2nd Marine Regiment (2nd Marines) consisting of the 3rd Battalion, 2nd Marines (3/2 Marines) 
at Beach Red 1; 2nd Battalion, 2nd Marines (212 Marines) at Beach Red 2; and the attached 2nd 
Battalion, 8th Marines (2/8 Marines) at Beach Red 3 (Figure 2). 

·The historical background and investigations sections were compiled, unless otherwise noted, from information 
owned and published by the Department of Defense. 
1 James R. Stockman, The Battle/or Tarawa, (Washington, DC: USMC, 1947), 3. 
http://www.ibiblio.org/hyperwar/USMC/USMC-M-Tarawa/index.html. Accessed 27 July 20 l 5. 

FOR OFPIOk':L UOD QlliH 



PQR QJiffOiht WQ1B QlfLTf 
Historical Report: Ground 45 

Figure 1. Tarawa Atoll and Bctio Island. 
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Figure 2. Direction of attack and landing Beaches Red 1, 2, and 3.2 

The first assault wave of the 2/8 Marines, under the covering fire of Navy destroyers, hit 
Beach Red 3 before the Japanese defenders could effectively man their weapons, allowing the 

2 Jntelligence Map, 2d Marine Division, Special Action Report for Tarawa, 
http://www.ibiblio.org/hyperwar/USMCJUSMC-M-Tarawa/maps/USMC-M-Tarawa- l .jpg. Accessed 28 July 2015. 
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amphibian tractors (L VTs) to deliver Marines of both Echo (E Co.) and Fox (F Co.) Companies 
and one platoon of 0 Co. directly on to the beach. Two L VTs transporting E Co. passed through 
a break in the seawall and moved inland on to the Japanese airfield before stopping.3 While the 
first three waves assaulted in L VTs, the next waves in the assault used traditional Higgins Boats 
(LCVPs). Because the LCVPs were not able to cross the reef, the Marines left them on the reef 
and began to wade approximately 600 yards to shore through heavy Japanese fire.4 

Although the 2/8 Marines was able to get ashore and secure a portion of the airfield, it 
needed more men and equipment if it was to secure the beach and hold on to its position on the 
airfield. That afternoon the 3/8 Marines began landing, also suffering losses. Despite the heavy 
losses suffered by the 2/8 and 3/8 Marines throughout that day, both units worked to consolidate 
that day's gains. By nightfall on the first day, the 2/8 and 3/8 Marines held a large portion of 
Beach Red 3 and part of the Japanese airfield.5 Although there would be moments of uncertainty 
in the coming days, the Marines were established on Betio. 

Three days later, 23 November, all organized resistance ceased; the battle on Betio was 
over and the Japanese were virtually annihilated. By this time the number of Marine and Navy 
personnel reported KIA approached 1,000 men.6 At some point on that first day, 20 November 
1943, PFC CARTER died in the line of duty.7 

The losses by all units ashore were high. As the numbers increased in the following days, 
the dead were hastily gathered and moved to various unit collection points for burial. Identified 
remains and those of"unknowns,, received temporary burials in isolated graves, in one of six 
larger cemeteries on the island, or via burial at sea if evacuated to a ship for medical care. For 
those Marines that were identifiable, burial details recorded basic information such as burial 
location and an individual's position within a burial trench. In the case of PFC CARTER, there 
is no burial location listed.8 

3 Stockman, Battle for Tarawa, l6. 
4 The amphibian tractors (L VT) were tracked vehkles that were able to both swim to shore and, because of its 
tracks, to crawl over reefs, sand, and ground. The Higgins Boat (LCVP) is a shallow draft boat fitted with a bow 
ramp to quickly unload its passengers and is able to get close to shore. The water level over the reefs at Betio that 
day was lower than nonnal, preventing the LCVPs from getting close to the beach before disembarking the Marines, 
forcing them to wade between 600 and I 000 yards to shore. 

' Stockman, Battle for Tarawa, 28. 

~ Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency (DPAA) Tarawa Fact Sheet (updated January 2014). 
http://www.dpaa.mil/Resources/FactSheets.aspx. Accessed 29 July 2015. This fact sheet places the final number of 
U.S. Marines and Sailors KJA at 1,049. 
7 DATA ON REMAINSNOTYETRECOVEREDORIDENTlFIBD, OQMG FORM 371 (23 SEP46), for 
CARTER, Robert J., dated MAR 24 1948. Individual Deceased Personnel File (IDPF) for CARTER, Robert J., Pvt, 
818302; Records of the Quartermaster General, Record Group 92; Washington National Records Center (WNRC), 
Suitland, MD. 
1 CARTER. Robert J., 818302, CnsuaJty Cords, Historicai Reference Branch, Marine- Corps History Division, 
Quantico, VA. It is also reported that Pvt CARTER had a Memorial Grave in Cemetery 33. 
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On 24 November, little more than 24 hours after the battle, the majority of the 
2MARDIV began the move to Hawaii to begin training for future operations.9 Left behind were 
the division's dead, to be cared for by chaplains and personnel from other units sent to garrison 
the island. Anyone who could help to identify the dead, and their burial locations, was gone. 

As the war progressed, the island of Betio physically changed to meet the needs of the 
advance in the Central Pacific and burials took on a secondary importance. Trained graves 
registration personnel were lacking and record keeping was incomplete, causing inconsistencies 
in the well-intentioned efforts to memorialize and honor the dead on the island. One of the 
known burial locations was the 8th Marines Cemetery #2 (8th Mar#2). The US Navy later 
renamed 8th Mar#2 as Cemetery 27 after an inventory of all burial and cemetery locations.10 

At the end of the war the United States began the task of returning its war dead from all 
theaters of war. In the Pacific, the task to recover the dead from Betio Island and the Tarawa 
Atoll fell to a detachment of men from the 604th Quartermaster Graves Registration Company 
(604th QM GR Co.).11 On 4 March 1946 the men arrived at Betio and began recovery 
operations that lasted until late May. 

Through bad record keeping, massive reconstruction on the island, and poor memories, 
almost half of the known casualties on the island were never found. The following excerpt from 
Steere and Boardman's Final Disposition of World War II Dead, 1945-1951 illustrates this 
problem: 

Several factors added to the difficulties oflocating and identifying the Tarawa 
Dead. In some cases, the Marines had constructed a monument directly above a 
body or group of remains. In other instances, no remains could be located 
beneath monuments. Again, some memorial graves bore crosses with names but 
contained no deceased. Sometimes, later investigations located these individuals 
in cemeteries on the opposite side of the island (italics added).12 

Although the number of dead expected to be found was slightly more than 1, 100, only 
532 sets of remains, from 41 separate burial sites, were found (Figure 3).13 While there was a 
monument honoring the men originally buried in Cemetery 27, no remains were found there.14 

9 Stockman, The Batlle for Tarawa, 65. 
10 William L. Niven, Tarawa's Gravediggers (Self-Published, 2007), 113. This location was also known as Central 
Division Cemetery Three, Division Cemetery Three, Cemetery Three and several other location names. 
11 Edward Steere and Thayer Boardman, Final Disposition Of WWII Dead, 1945-1951, (Washington. DC: 
Historical Branch, Office of the Quartennaster General, 1957), 398. 
12 Ibid., 400-401. 
13 This number includes servicemen killed on the island after the battle. 
14 I st Lt Eisensmith, Memorandum to Chief, Memorial Branch, Quartennaster Section, Army Forces, Middle 
Pacific, 3July1946, General Correspondence, .Miscellaneou~ File, Record Group 92, Records of the Quartennaster 
General, NARA, College Parle, MD. 
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All of the American remains found on Tarawa were moved to a central cemetery named Lone 
Palm Cemetery for later return to Hawaii. 

Approximate location ofllistory Flight recovery 

~ .&~C1i-
•• • .. 11 ./ .. . .... "-.. 

u .,• .:· : u . . .. 
General loc1tion of 8th Muines 
Cemetery #1/Cemetrry27 & Site 
KR-00018 

BETIO I SLAND 
CEHETBRY NUKBBRS 

Figure 3. Map of r eported bur ial areas on Betio lsland.'5 

• ~= 
Ill 

In 1947 the 604th QM GR Co. returned to Betio Island and removed all the remains from 
Lone Palm Cemetery for repatriation. The recovered remains were sent to the Schofield 
Barracks Central Identification Laboratory (CIL), Schofield Barracks, Territory of IIawaii, for 
further identification. 16 While at the Schofield Barracks CIL, exhaustive efforts to identify all of 
the remains continued, resulting in many more individuals being identified. None of the 
identified remains were associated with those Marines reported to be buried in Cemetery 27, 

By 1949, all of the Betio lsland remains not sent back to the continental U.S., including 
the "unknowns," were reinterred in the National Memorial Cemetery of the Pacific, Honolulu, 
Territory of Hawaii, Concurrently, Boards of Review met to review the cases of those missing 
throughout the Pacific. A Board of Review determined on I 0 February 1949 that PFC Robert J. 
CARTER was killed in action at Tarawa, that no burial details were given, and that his remains 
were not recovered. The Board of Review therefore "resolved that subject decedent be declared 
non-recoverable." 17 

ts Location of Graves on Betio Island-Tarawa Atoll, Record Group 80: General Records of the Department of the 
Navy, 1798-1947, National Archives, College Park, MD. 
16 Niven, Tarawa's Gravediggers, 22. 
17 HEADQUARTERS, AMERICAN GRAVES REG ISTRATION SERVICE(PACIFlC ZONE). BOARD 
PROCEEDTNGS NUMBER 1363 FOR: Case No. 6-189 CARTER, Robert Junior, dated JO February 1949. lDPF 
for CARTER. 
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INVESTIGATIONS 

After WWII, the island of Betio began a return to peacetime development to 
accommodate a growing population. From the post war period to the present it was not 
uncommon for local residents and construction crews to unearth human remains while digging 
on the island. Remains were usually relocated and reburied, turned over to the local police, or 
given to a non-governmental organization (NGO) or other entity for storage.18 

Between 18 and 21June2002, a Central Identification Laboratory, Hawaii (CILHI) 
investigator conducted an investigation on Betio Island and received the unilateral turnover of 
human remains believed to be those of an American.19 Only a general vicinity for the location of 
the remains was identified, and that location was in the area believed to contain Cemetery 27. In 
2011 the remains were identified as those of Private (Pvt) Herman Sturmer.20 Using this 
information, the NGO History Flight, Inc. (HF) located witnesses who knew the precise location 
where the remains of Pvt Stunner had been recovered. This area then became the target of more 
intensive investigation. 

l(b)(6) I . . On 26 JWle 2015,ofHF notified the Defense POW/MIA Accounting 
Agency (DP AA) that his group had unearthed a burial trench on Betio Island. Mr. Noah reported 
that HF recovered the remains of approximately 35 U.S. Marines that had been buried in 
8th Marines Cemetery #2 /Cemetery 27. The recovery area corresponds to the historical 
location of the 8th Marines Cemetery #2 /Cemetery 27 and lies within Site KR-00018, an area 
visited by JPAC and HF during joint investigations in October 2011 and October 2012 
(Figure 3).21 

In July 2015, HF turned over custody of the remains from Site KR-00018 to a DPAA 
representative who escorted the remains back to Hawaii. On 27 July the DPAA Laboratory 
accessioned the HF remains as CIL 2015-125-I-01 through I-35 for testing and identification. 
The Laboratory accessioned remains HF 2015-0i2 as CIL 2015-125-1-06. 

19 Christopher Monahan, Memorandum for the Record (MFR), RE: Transport of Skeletal Remains to the United 
States of a possible US Service member Killed in Action During World War II, dated I July 2002. CIL Accession 
2002-077. Ground Incident 45 Electronic Case Files; Kiribati. DP AA Records/ Archives, Joint Base Pearl I larbor­
Hickam. On I October 2003, CILHI and the organiz.ation Joint Task Force-Full Accounting merged to fonn the 
Joint POW/MIA Accounting Command (JPAC). In January 2015, JPAC, the Defense POW/Missing Personnel 
Office (DPMO), and the Life Sciences Equipment Laboratory (LSEL) merged to form the Defense POW/MIA 
Accounting Agency. 
20 Christopher McDermott, J2 REPORT: JPAC Incident 45, Ground Loss, Betio (/'arawa), Republic of Kiribati, 20 
November 1943. 21 March 201 1,. Ground Incident 45 Electronic Case Files; Kiribati. DPAA Records/Archives, 
Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam. 
21 Unpublished Additional Information Report (AIR), SUBJ: Additional Information Report JPAC 0045, Site KR-
00018, Cemetery 27, Betio Island, Tarawa Atoll, Kiribati, Providing Additional Data, Status, and Recommendations 
for the Site, I December 2011 draft. Ground Incident 45 Electronic Case Files; Kiribati. DPAA Records/ Archives, 
Joint B11Qe Pearl Harhor-Hickam. Willi11JT1 R. Belcher. JPAC Chain a/Custody Form, P2T Accession, CJL 2012-
153., dated 15 Nov 12. Ground lncidenl 45 Electronic Case Files; Kiribati. DPAA Records/Archives, Joinl Ba"e 
Pearl Harbor-Hickam. 
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ANALYTICAL SUMMARY 

In 1946, the 604th QM GR Co. recovered 532 sets of remains of the more than 1,100 
U.S. servicemen who died during the battle on Betio Island. These remains were moved to the 
Lone Palm Cemetery on Betio Island awaiting movement to the U.S. In 1947, the same unit 
disinterred the recovered remains and transferred them to the Schofield Barracks CIL for 
identification. No remains for Pvt CARTER were identified and his remains were declared 
"'non-recoverable" on IO February 1949. In May-June 2015, a History Flight team recovered 35 
sets of remains from an area that correlates with the historical location of the 8th Marines 
Cemetery #2 I Cemetery 27. While there is no record that places Pvt CARTER in Cemetery 27, 
records do indicate a number of"unknown" burials in that cemetery. It is therefore feasible that 
the remains recovered as HF 2015-012 and accessioned as CIL 2015-125-1-06 can be associated 
with Pvt Robert J. CARTER. 

Historian, 
R&A Directorate, DP AA 
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FORENSIC ODONTOLOGY REPORT: 
CIL 2015-125-l-06 

DPAA LABORATORY 

24 August 2015 

DENTAL REMAINS 

The dental remains of CCL 2015-125-1-06 consist of a maxilla (top jaw) and a complete 
mandible (bottom jaw) with the following characteristics: articulated teeth # 1-#16, #18-#22, and 
#26-#32; healed bone in the area previously occupied by tooth # 17 would suggest this tooth was 
lost prior to death (antemortem missing); and empty and unhealed tooth sockets for teeth #23-
#25 would suggest they were lost at the time of or after death (postmortem missing). Tooth # 16 
is impacted. Localized brown staining is present on the crowns of multiple teeth and a green 
discoloration is present on the roots of multiple teeth and the alveolar bone on the left side of the 
arches. The remains articulate dentally and are in a fair state of preservation. The remains were 
reconstructed and multiple teeth are held in their sockets with an unknown adhesive by a 
previous analyst. Photographs (Figures l through 4) and radiographs were taken. 

lUJ\ll/ 

Figure 1. CIL 2015-125-1-06, anterior view of the maxilla and mandible (top to bottom, 
respectively). 
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Forensic Odontology Report: ClL 2015-125-1-06 

Figure 2. CIL 2015-125-1-06, occlusal view of the maxilla and mandible (top to bottom, 
respectively). 

lUJ\O/ 

Figure 3. CIL 2015-125-1-06, lateral view of the right and left sides of the maxilla (left to 
right, respectively). 
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Figure 4. CIL 2015-125-1-06, lateral view of the r ight and left sides of the mandible (left to 
right, respectively). 

ANTEMORTEM DENTAL INFORMATION 

This incident involves a WWII loss. The available antemortem dental evidence for the 
associated casualty, Private (Pvt) Robert J. C ARTER, consists of: 

1. Form H-4 (DENTAL RECORD) labeled CARTER, Robert 1. dated ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?, signed 
by a dental officer, with a treatment entry dated 2.13.43. 

2. NAVMED H-4 (DENTAL RECORD) labe.led CARTER ROBERT Junior, dated 
Feb. 1, 1943, signed by a dental officer, and with a treatment entry date of 2-13-43. 

3. OQMG FORM 371 (DA TA ON REMAINS NOT YET RECOVERED OR 
IDENTIFIED) labeled CARTER, Robert Junior with an undated dental chart. 

4. Copy ofOQMG FORM 371 (DATA ON REMAINS NOT YET RECOVERED OR 
IDENTIFIED) labeled CARTER, Robert Junior with an undated dental chart. The 
reverse side of thi s form contains a partial office stamp. 

5. Second copy of OQMG FORM 37 l (DATA ON REMAINS NOT YET 
RECOVERED OR IDENTIFIED) labeled CARTER, Robert Junior with an undated 
dental chart. The reverse side of this form is tlhe hand-written number 42. 
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COMPARISON 

The dental remains correspond to the antemortem evidence of Pvt CARTER with no 
unexplainable discrepancies (Table 1). Points of concordance include restored teeth #18 and 
#31; unrestored teeth #1 -#15, #19-#22, #26-#30, and #32; antemortem missing tooth #1 7; and 
presence in life of teeth #1-#15 and #18-#32. 

Table 1. Dental comparison table of CIL 2015-125-1-06 to Pvt CARTER. 
Tooth# Tooth# CIL 2015-125-1-06 Pvt CARTER 

1 1 v v 
2 2 v v 
3 3 v v 
4 4 v v 
5 5 v v 
6 6 v v 
7 7 v v 
8 8 v v 
9 9 v v 
10 10 v v 
11 11 v v 
12 12 v v 
13 13 v v 
14 14 v v 
15 15 v v 
16 16 V (impacted) x 
32 17 x x 
31 18 0 -S 0-S 
30 19 v v 
29 20 v v 
28 21 v v 
27 22 v v 
26 23 E v 
25 24 E v 
24 25 E v 
23 26 v v 
22 27 v v 
21 28 v v 
20 29 v v 
19 30 v v 
18 31 0 -S 0-S 
17 32 v V (impacted) 

KEY: Navy dental numbering system circa WWII era (left); Universal numbering system 
(right); green shade = similar findings; yellow = explainable discrepancy; V = unrestored; 
0 = occlusal; S = silver amalgam; X = missing antemortem; E = perimortem or postmortem 
missin2. 
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There is an explainable discrepancy in the antemortem/postmortem dental record comparison 
which involves the presence or absence of tooth # I 6 (maxillary left third molar or wisdom 
tooth). This tooth is charted in Pvt CARTER's dental record as missing. In contrast, this tooth is 
present and impacted in the dental remains (Figure 5). This difference may be explained since 
dental officers during the WWII era would routinely perform their examinations without the use 
of dental radiographs (x-rays). Radiographs would assist the dentist in locating teeth that were 
not clinically visible (impacted and totally covered in soft tissue). During a visual examination, 
the dentist would not detect an impacted tooth and would erroneously chart it as missing. 

[D)(O) 

Figure 5. CIL 2015-125-1-06, lateral view of the upper left quadrant. The arrow points to 
the impacted tooth #16. 

It is important to note that there is a charting difference in Pvt CARTER's dental record 
regarding teeth #16 and #32. While tooth #16 was impacted and charted as missing, tooth #32 
was charted as impacted but present. This difference may be due to the ability of the dental 
officer to visualize tooth #32 during his examination and not visualize tooth #16. 

The Centralized Accounting Repository and Information System (CARIS) computer program 
was used to compare the dental characteristics of the human remains to the available dental 
records of service members lost in the Battle of Tarawa, thereby producing a list of possible 
canrudates. Comparison of the dental remains to the CARIS dental database resulted in 
Pvt CARTER and six other service members receiving the most matches. 
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OPINION 

Based upon the correlations between the antemortem and postmortem dental evidence, to 
include restored teeth #18 and #31; unrestored teeth #1-#15, #19-#22, #26-#30, and #32; 
antemortem missing tooth # 17; and presence in life of teeth # 1-# 15 and # 18-#32, it is my 
opinion that the dental remains of CIL 2015-125-1-06 are possibly those of 

Private Robert J CARTER, 818302, US. Marine Corps 

r 
Odontologist 

• 
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FORENSIC ANTHROPOLOGY REPORT: 
CIL 2015-125-1-06 

DPAA LABORATORY 

8 September 2015 

DESCRIPTION OF REMAINS 

The skeletal remains designated CIL 2015-125-1-06 consist of a partial skeleton in fair 
condition (Figures 1 and 2). Skeletal elements present for analysis include the cranium, 
mandible, 28 articulating teeth (see Forensic Odontology Report: CIL 2015-125-1-06), two 
mallei and one incus; the hyoid; portions of the sternum; the right and left clavicles, scapulae, 
humeri, radii, and ulnae; all bones of the hands except the right scaphoid and capitate; and most 
of the vertebral column and ribs. Many of these elements are fragmentary. Additionally 111.8 g 
of osseous fragments and sediment is present. A right carpal was removed from the skeletal 
assemblage by History Flight, Inc. personnel for DNA analysis prior to the arrival of the remains 
at DPAA. 

The parietals and left clavicle were previously reconstructed with an unknown adhesive by 
History Flight, Inc., though the cranial fragments were not properly articulated. Acetone was 
used in an attempt to dissolve the adhesive on the parietals. to facilitate reconstruction with the 
rest of the cranium; however, only a few fragments were able to be removed. Several large 
portions of the cranium were reconstructed with an acetone soluble cement during the current 
analysis, but prior reconstruction precludes reconstruction of the entire cranium. Cranial 
fragments were dry-brushed with a soft-bristle brush to remove sediment to facilitate the 
reconstruction. 

MINIMUM NUMBER OF INDIVIDUALS 

One. The remains represent a single individual. All elements present are consistent in size, 
morphology, and taphonomic condition. No skeletal elements are duplicated, and opposing joint 
surfaces exhibit sound anatomical articulations. 

SEX 

Male. Sex was assessed using morphoscopic and metric methods. Morphological traits of 
the cranium are consistent with a male individual following Buikstra and Ubelaker (1994), and 
include a prominent glabella (Score = 4), large mastoids (Score = 4 on the left. Score = 3 on the 
right), and a pronoWlced mental eminence (Score = 5). The scores for these traits and a logistic 
discriminant function equation for American and English populations indicate that there is a 
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Figure 1. CIL 2015-125:1-06, skeletal 
layout. Scale is in decimeters. 

Forensic Anthropology Report: CIL 2015-125-1-06 

Figure 2. CIL 2015-125-1-06, skeletal 
inventory diagram. E lements in red are 
present. The teeth, byoid, and ribs are not 
depicted. 

99.9% probability that this individual is male (Walker 2008). Metric analysis of these remains 
supports the rnorphoscopic assessment of sex. The maximum diameter of the left humeral 
head (51 mm) falls above the sectioning point (47.5 mm) for 19th and early 20th century 
American males, according to Stewart (1979). AdditiooaHy, the remains are robust with large 
muscle attachemcnts, which is consistent with a male individual. 

AGE 

18-25 years. Assessment of age-at-death for this individual is based on the development of 
the third molars and degree of epiphyseal fusion. Radiographic examination of teeth #1, #16, 
and #32 indicates complete development of the roots, which is consistent with Stage II according 
to Mincer and colleagues (1993). White male individuals with third molars at this stage of 
development are typically at least 18 years of age. This age estimate is consistent with 
observation of epiphyseal fusion of the medial ends of the clavicles according to McKem and 
Stewart (1957). The degree of fusion of the medial end of the left clavicle is consistent with 
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Stage 1, while the right clavicle is consistent with Stage 2.. These stages of development were 
observed in individuals between 18 and 25 years of age in McKem and Stewart's (1957) sample 
of U.S. Korean War soldiers. 

ANCESTRY 

European. Morphoscopic methods were used to assess the ancestry of this individual. 
Morphological traits of the midface are most consistent with European ancestry, including a 
narrow nasal aperture, reduced malars, parabolic palate, and a bilateral chin form (Gill 1998; 
Hefner 2009). As some traits indicative of ancestry were not able to be observed due to 
postmortem damage to the cranium, ancestry was also assessed using characteristics of dental 
morphology according to Edgar (2013). This method distinguishes between African American, 
European American. and Hispanic populations. When differentiating Hispanic groups from 
European and African American groups, this individual was classified as African/European 
American in three out of four equations used. When further differentiating between European 
American and African American populations, this individual was classified as European 
American in seven out of nine equations used. Therefore, the observable traits of the midface 
and the morphology of the teeth suggest that this individual was of European ancestry. 

STATURE 

67.8 ± 3.0 in (64.8-70.8 in). The maximum length of the left humerus (333 mm) and the 
maximum length of the left ulna (261 mm) were used to calculate stature in FORD/SC 3 (Jantz 
and Ousley 2005). This estimate was calculated with a 95% prediction interval using the 
White male equation and the Trotter MStats database. 

TRAUMA 

No perimortem trauma was observed. 

OBSERVATIONS 

Overall, the remains are dry and brittle. Portions of the remains are fragmentary, including 
the cranium, scapulae, proximal humeri, ribs, and portions of the vertebral column. 
Fragmentation of the parietals was more extensive on the right side, but consistent with 
postmortem damage. However, reconstruction of the parietals prior to arrival at DPAA 
precludes a more detailed observation of fracture margins to assess the presence of possible 
perimortem trauma. The skeletal remains are mostly beige in color with patches of darker brown 
and gray. Patches of green and orange staining is also noted throughout the remains, indicative 
of contact with copper and ferrous metal, respectively. 
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Figure 3. CIL 2015-125-1-06, enthcscal changes in the humeri (red ovals). Scale is in cm. 

Both humeri exhibit excavated linear lesions running parallel to the long axis of the diaphysis 
in the area of the attachm.ent for the pectoralis major muscle (Figure 3). These grooves are 
common in children and young adults, and have been suggested to be related to physical activity 
(Mann and Hunt 2005). However, other factors, such as age and hormonal changes, may cause 
these entheseal changes (Milclla el al. 2012; Villotte and KnUsel 2013). Additionally, the roots 
of teeth #J, #15, and #16 are visible within the maxillary sinus; however, it is unclear if this 
condition was symptomatic. 
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CONCLUSIONS 

The remains designated CIL 2015-125-1-06 represent a male of European ancestry between 
the ages of 18 and 25 at the time of death. Living stature is estimated to be between 64 .. 8 and 
70.8 inches. No perimortem trauma was observed in the remains; however, prior reconstruction 
of the parietals by History Flight, Inc. precludes a detailed assessment of possible trauma to this 
area. Overall, the remains are in fair condition, with some fragmentation and green and orange 
staining. Entheseal changes itn the hwneri are present. 

Anthropologist 
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FORENSIC ANTHROPOLOGY REPORT: 
CIL 2015-125-1-06 

DPAA LABORATORY 

28 September 2015 

ADDENDUM 

Subsequent to Lhe analysis of the skeletal remains designated CIL 2015-125-1-06, a tentative 
identification was obtained using dental comparison (see Forensic Odontology Report: 
CIL 2015-125-1-06) and chest radiographic comparison (see Chest Radiograph Comparison 
Report: CIL 2015-125-1-06). The following known physical characteristics for 
Private (Pvt) Robert Junior CARTER, 818302, U.S, Marine Corps, are presented for comparison: 

CIL 2015-125-1-06 Pvt Rober t Junior CARTER 

SEX: Male Male 

AGE: 18 to 25 years 19 years, 5 months' 

A NCEST RY: European White2 

STATURE: 64.8-70.8 inches 68 3/4 (68.75) inches2 

TRAUMA: None None2 

1FORM H-2 (PIIYSICAL EXAMINATION) labeled CARTER. Robert Junior, <.ltd JAN 29 1943. Age based on 
Date ofBirth 6-22-24. 
20QMG FORM 371 (DAT A ON REMAINS NOT YET RECOVERED OR IDENTIFIED) labeled CARTER, 
Robert Junior, dtd MAR 24 1948. 

The above comparison shows that there is overall biological agreement between the skeletal 
remains designated CIL 2015-125-1-06 and the physical characteristics of Pvt Robert Junior 
CARTER. lD)(OJ 

• Case Coordinator 
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CHEST RADIOGRAPH COMPARISON REPORT: 
CIL 2015-125-l-06 

DPAA LABORATORY 

12 August 2015 

DESCRIPTION OF REMAINS 

The osseous remains of C lL 20 15-125-I-06 subjected to chest radiograph comparison 
comprise the left and right clavicles and the C3-T3 vertebrae, which are in overall good 
condition (Figure 1). The shaft of the left clavicle is fragmentary, and was reconstructed prior to 
analysis. All elements are friable and exhibit varying degrees of erosion and bone loss, which is 
particularly evident on the lateral ends of the clavicles and on the thoracic vertebral bodies and 
transverse processes. 

ANTEMORTEM (AM) RADIOGRAPHS FOR COMPARISON1 

At the request of the Case ManagerJ<bXH> I the skeletal remains were compared 
to one individual, Private (Pvt) Robert Junior CARTER who was represented by one AM chest 
radiograph (Figure 2). 

POSTMORTEM (PM) RADIOGRAPHS 

The osseous remains were digitally radiographed to produce PM radiographs. These PM 
radiographs were used for comparison to the AM radiograph, following the protocols of 
Stephan et al. (2011). This included approximation of the osseous elements as close as possible 
to the position used by the U.S. military for posteroanterior chest radiographs produced before 
December 1944 (see War Department 1944). Figure 3b presents one of the resulting PM images. 

PM to AM COMPARISON 

Concordances in osteological shapes and densities were observed across numerous regions of 
five different osseous elements between the PM radiograph of CIL 2015-125-1-06 and 
Pvt Robert CARTER's AM radiograph taken in February 1943 (see Figure 3 and Table 1). 

1 The images provided in this repo1t are copies for illustrative purposes only. They do not depict the original size or 
resolution of the images used for a nalysis. Loss of figure detail is also intrinsic to routine printing processes. To 
maximize image quality, this report should be viewed on-screen using the electronic fi le. 
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Chest Radiograph Comparison Report: CJL 2015-125-1-06 

Proper articulations of C3 through T3 vertebrae indicate that these vertebrae are from the same 
individual. 

Superimposition of the PM radiograph of the left and right clavicles of this accession onto 
Pvt CARTER's AM radiograph demonstrates close correspondence (Figure 4), including the 
alignment of the clavicular margins and similarities in cortical densities. Differences between 
the AM and PM images on the rnidshaft of the left clavicle and the transverse processes of the 
thoracic vertebrae are explainable due to damage of the remains. Minor differences in shapes 
and opacities between the AM and PM radiographs are unremarkable given the hard and soft 
tissue shielding, as well as poor overall quality of the AM radio graph. 

OPINION 

Based on numerous items of concordance of the left and right clavicles and the C3-T3 vertebrae 
with Pvt CARTER's AM chest radiograph, and no irreconcilable differences, it is my opinion that 
the osseous elements of CIL 2015-125-1-06 are those of Pvt Robert Junior CARTER. 

t ropo og1st 
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Chest Radiograph Comparison Report: Cll 2015-125-1-06 
[b)(6) 

Figure 1. CIL 2015-125-1-06, the osseous elements subjected to chest radiograph 
comparison: (a) vertebrae C3 to T3 (posterior view); (b) reconstructed left clavicle 
(anterior view); and (c) right clavicle (anterior view). Scales are in centimeters. Utility 
wax has been used to articulate the vertebrae. 

lDJ\O} 

Figure 2. AM radiograph of Pvt Robert CARTER. The left side of the subject is on the 
reader's right. 

Page 3 of6 

JitilM tili'i'Uil I k UQlil tiltfl>U 



li'tilR tilli'Htiillbh UQli 9flhU 

Chest Radiograph Comparison Report: Cll 2015-125-1-06 

lD){O) 

Figure 3. CIL 2015-125-1-06, juxtaposed comparison to Pvt CARTER's AM radiograph: 
(a) Pvt CARTER's exposure-enhanced AM radiograph; and (b) PM radiograph from 
CIL 2015-125-1-06. Brackets on (b) indicate areas of damage (i) and area of reconstruction 
(ii). For a description of the 15 items of concordance, see Table 1. 
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Chest Radiograph Comparison Report: CIL 2015-125-1-06 

Table 1. Items of concordance (illustrated in Figure 3) between the PM radiographs of 
CIL 2015-125-1-06 and the AM radio~raph of Pvt CARTER. 
Arrow# Concordance 

L Plateau at the superior margin at the lateral end of the right clavicle. 
2 Consistent location and obtuse angle of the lateral point of flexion of the right 

clavjcle. 
3 Uniform radiopacity along the midshaft from superior to inferior margins of the 

right c1avicle, with slightly higher radiopacity along the superior margin. 
4 Convexity of the inferior margin of the right clavicle, medial to the mids haft. 
5 Concavity and elongated, irregular area of radiolucency corresponding to the 

rhomboid fossa at the inferomedial end of the right clavic.le. 
6 Subtle undulations of the superior margin at the medial third of the right clavicle. 
7 Bulbous superior sternal end of the right clavicle. 
8 Slight fluting of the superior sternal end of the left clavicle. 
9 Consistent broad concavity of the superior margin at the medial third of the left 

clavicle. 
10 Convexity of the inferior margin of the left clavicle, medial to the midshaft. 
11 Dense cortical bone thickness with decreased radiopacity at the superior margin 

along the lateral half of the left clavicle. 
12 Consistent location and obtuse angle of the lateral point of flexion of the left 

clavicle. 
13 Protrusion of the right zygapophyseal joint between C5 and C6. 
14 Consistent size and obtuse angle of the right transverse process of Tl relative to 

the vertebral body. 
15 Deep convexity of the left lateral margin of C5. 
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Chest Radiograph Comparison Report: Cll 2015-125-1-06 
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Figure 4. CIL 2015-125-1-06, PM image superimposition with Pvt CARTER's AM chest 
radiograph: (a) exposure-enhanced AM radiograph of Pvt CARTER; (b) superimposition 
of the clavicles from CIL 2015-125-1-06 over (a) at 12 % opacity; and (c) superimposition of 
clavicles from CIL 2015-125-1-06 over (a) at 100% opacity, but with windows cut through 
the PM image to view the underlying AM image. 
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MATERIAL EVIDENCE REPORT: 
CIL 2015-125-1-06-A-01 Through 04 

DPAA LABORATORY 

14 August 2015 

BACKGROUND 

This report details material evidence received as a unilateral turnover from the third party 
group History Flight, Inc. The evidentiary materials were reportedly recovered by History 
Flight, Inc. in direct association with osseous remains labeled "HF-2015-012 Individua l 6" by 
History Flight, Inc. during the excavation of a site believed to be Cemetery 27 on Betio Island, 
Tarawa Atoll, Republic of Kiribati. Cemetery 27 is the reported burial location of multiple 
individuals unaccounted for as a result of the 20-23 November 1943 Battle of Tarawa; thi s loss 
incident is referred to as WWII-0045-J for internal tracking purposes. The evidentiary materials 
were received by DPAA in July 2015 from History Flight, Inc. in the Republic of Kiribati. 
Subsequently, the material evidence labeled "HF-2015-012 fndividual 6" was accessioned into 
the DPAA Laboratory in July 2015 as CIL 2015-125-1-06-A. 

MATERIAL EVIDENCE 

The evidence in this assemblage ranges from poor to fair condition; each item required light 
cleaning. Sediment found within the original field bag, as turned over by History Flight, Inc., 
was passed through a 1/8th inch mesh screen and checked for evidentiary materials. Sl!lbsequent 
to analysis, all evidence was transferred to new bags with provenience data written on the outside 
and a tag with matching information placed inside. Table 1 provides a summary of the material 
evidence associated with CIL 2015-125-1-06-A. 

Table 1. Material Evidence Associated with CIL 2015-125-1-06-A. 
CIL Accession Provenience* Description n = Figure(s) 

Number 

2015-125-1-06-A-Ol Nl00.60- Button, Tack and 3 1, 2 
102.60/E91.60-93.60 Staple, Type III 
55-100 cmbs 

2015- 125-1-06-A-02 Nt00.60- M 1928 Ladder I 3 
102.60/E9 l.60-93.60 buckle and strap tip 
55-100 cmbs 
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Material Evidence Report: CIL 2015-125-1-06-A 

Table 1 (continued). Material Evidence Associated with CIL 2015-125-1-06-A. 
CIL Accession Number Provenience* Description n= Figure(s) 
2015-125-1-06-A-03 Nl00.60- Load bearing 2 4, 5 

102.60/E9 I .60-93.60 equipment buckles 
55-100 cmbs 

2015-125-1-06-A-04 Nl00.60- Metal wire 1 6 
102.60/E9 l .60-93.60 
55-100 cmbs 

*As reported by History Flight, Inc. 

CIL 2015-125-1-06-A-01 Button, Tack and Staple, Type III n=3 

CIL 2015-125-1-06-A-O 1 consists of three buttons, which are classified as Button Tack and 
Staple, Type 111 (U.S. Army Navy 1946; Figure 1). The embossed text is partially legible and 
circumnavigates the buttons and reads "U.S. MARINE CORPS" in sans serif'typeface. Some 
remnants of black finish are visible on a button face. These buttons are in poor condition and are 
covered in red-brown corrosion product and a concreted sandy sediment. These buttons are 
consistent with those found on clothing of the U.S. Marine Corps during World War II (U.S. 
Army Navy 1946:8). 

1111 p Ill 
CM 1 1111111~ 1111111 ~ 1111111~ 1111111~ 111111111 

CM 1 1111111~ 1111111~ 1111111~ 11111p1~ 

--

Figure 1. CIL 2015-125-1-06-A-Ol, back (left) and front (right) of Buttons, Tack and 
Staple, Type III. Scale is in cm. 
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Material Evidence Report: CIL 2015-125-1-06-A 

Figure 2. CIL 2015-125-1-06-A-01, Close up (left, not to scale) and a graphic exemplar 
(right, not to scale; At the Front Shop 2015) of Buttons, Tack and Staple, Type III. 

CIL 2015-125-1-06-A-02 M1928 ladder buckle and strap tip n=l 

CJL 2015-125-1-06-A-02 is a Ml928 ladder buckle and strap tip (Brayley 2006:27; Figure 2). 
The metal buckle and strap tip are moderately covered in a green and red-brown conosion 
product and some concreted sandy sediment. There is slight fissuring on the strap tip and the 
buckle. Both components of the item are in fair condition . The item is consistent with the 
buckles and strap tips used on the haversacks issued to the U.S. Marine Corps during 
World War II (Brayley 2006:27). 

Page 3 of 7 
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Material Evidence Report: CIL 2015-125-1-06-A 

Figure 3. CIL 2015-125-I-06-A-02, Strap tip and M1928 ladder buckle. Scale is in cm. 

CIL 2015-125-1-06-A-03 Load bearing equipment buckles n=2 

CIL 2015-125-1-06-A-03 consists of two load bearing equipment buckles (Nalty and 
Pritchard 1999:202; Figure 3). The buckles are in poor condition and heavily covered in a red­
brown corrosion product and a concreted sandy sediment. Metal loops wrap around the buckles 
and one buckle also has a strap tip adhered to it by corrosion product. Three slides are present in 
the center of the each buckle with a suspension hole completely sealed by corrosion product on 
one end of the frame. These buckles are consistent with the buckles on the USMC Model 1941 
field transport pack (Nalty and Pritchard 1999:202). 

Figure 4. CIL 2015-125-1-06-A-03, graphic exemplar of load bearing equipment buckles 
(Not to scale; At the Front Shop 2015). 
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Material Evidence Report: CIL 2015-125-1-06-A 

Figure 5. CIL 2015-125-1-06-A-03, front (top) and back (bottom) ofload bearing 
equipment buckles. Scale is in cm. 
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Material Evidence Report: CIL 2015-125-1-06-A 

CIL 2015-125-1-06-A-04 Metal wire n=l 

CIL 2015- 125-I-06-A-04 consists of one metal wire in fair condition (Figure 4). The wire is 
in a loop-like shape and is covered in a green and red-brown corrosion product. It is not possible 
to conclusively determine the function of the wire as a load bearing equipment item, life support 
device component, personal item or anything else specific. 

Figure 6. CIL 2015-125-1-06-A-04, Metal wire. Scale is in cm. 
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Material Evidence Report: CJL 2015-125-1-06-A 

FINDINGS 

The material evidence detailed in thfa report was reportedly recovered by History Flight, Inc. 
in direct association with the osseous remains designated CIL 2015-125-1-06 during the 
excavation of a site believed to be Cemetery 27, on Betio Island, Tarawa Atoll, Republic of 
Kiribati. The evidcntiary materials are consistent with equipment issued to and used by the U.S. 
Marine Corps in the Pacific Theater during World War II. 

The Buttons, Tack and Staple, Type III, Ml 928 ladder buckle and strap tip, and load bearing 
equipment buckles (CIL 2015-125-1-06-A-01 through A-~3) are consistent with uciform and 
field gear components issued to U.S. Marines during WWII. The poor state of preservation of 
the items precludes more detailed findings and no individuating information is present. 

lDl\OJ 

Archaeologist 
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Jl'Orm . ·do 
(1940) 

DENTAL RECORD 
(T o be IUl&d in by cbe dentl!J offi~r) 

DO NOT REMOVE FROM HEALTH RECORD 

CARTER, Rober·t J 
·······-··-·---------·······-····.t..·-•····-···-····-··--···---·· (Sun:u010) 

·--··-------·-------·-· ··--·(ci:ili;i;.'h;,;;;;;;c.;i···---·-·······-····-----

Born: Place···-····-··-·····················---··· Date -········--·-· 

INSTRUCTIONS 
See Chapter 14, Section VI, Paragrap:hs 2311-2319, inclu­

sive, M anual of t he M ecUcal Department, U . S. Navy. 

RECORD OF FIRST DRNTAL EXAMINAT!()N 

~@~~~89~8~~@@~ 
·. ~@8§eeeeee§8~ 

17 18 19 20 21 2 2 23 24 Z5 Z6 27 ZI ZP $0 31 ~ 

REMARKS: /.. ••. C...-C •• ---···--·-~---····--·-··--·-··-··-··---·-···· 

-------------·- --------T6)(6) 
\'I'< 

·\·t:··------·---<n~i;-.-, 

RECORD OF SUBSEQUENT DENTAL OPERATIONS 

11 18 19 20 ZI 22 23 24 ZS 26 Z7 za 29 ao 31 u 
IU-~0!?72 



DENTAL TREATMENT 
Entries to cover entire period of service 

Operotloo or trootment Date 

I 

·--...................... ----------------.... .... .. .... .. .. .. .... . .. ..... .... .... .. .. ·-------........... ----................. -
1&-102 



-- -- -
I I:>E~T.AL RECOR.I> 

CI'lo be :Olled. In. by 1\;he den.la.I. om.car) I I 

IN"STR..LJCTION"S 
See C h..a.p "t:ier 1 4,. Sectioxa. VI .. P ara.graphs 2311- 23.2 9 , i.%1.cl"U­

si ""Ve,. 1.\1.Ca.n.. u.a.I 0£ the :l!IA:edic.a.I. :J:>c:P:a.rtxxie n :t ,.. U-. S. :N" a. "'VY· 

-----~------~----~-~--~--~-~~-~-~~~~~-~~~~~---

~~-~------~---~-----~-1(1>)(6) 
_..:_~-r.L. ~-.3. ..-1. ~""-·-----------------""""'" 

"• •a :z.o .z 11 zz. z.::s 241 .z.s. .z.e :z:.7 z.• 29 :ao .:ai .aa 
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t DENTAL TREATJ.\CENT • 
Bn:lrie:e Ito cover en.tire period! o:F se:rdce 

----·--------------------
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Declassified in accordance with 0.0. 1352~ 

~FILE 

DATA ON REMAINS NOT YET RECl .RED OR IDENTIFIED ·· ,., -
NAME (Last, Firat, MiddU Initial) GRADE 

'" 

PRESENT SERIAL 
NUMBER 

818~8 
ORGANIZATION RACE CREED FORMER SERIAL 

NUMBER (If applicabU) 

DATE OF FOO 

HEIGHT WEIGHT 

1&9 

UPPER RIGHT 

8 7 6 5 4 3 

LOWER RIGHT 

~ 14 t3 

FRACTURES AND/OR BREAKS 

Io!1e 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

12 

2 

11 10 9 

COLOR EYES 

DENTAL CHART 

UPPER LEFT 

LOWER LEFT 

9 

COLOR HAIR 

Dk. Brown 

2 3 4 5 

10 11 12 13 

SHOE SIZE 

x 
6 7 8 

O= Carlous l = Carlous Non-Restorable 

TATTOOS AND/OR BIRTHMARK 

~ a r etght knoe. 

Prl••'• Rober' J. CJaJ',_., 818301, ••• ll11le4 while par•lo1patlill 1A 
aoilon again•' org.nltte4 Japan••• toro•• oa Tarawa, Gllb•' I11.&D41. 
lodl noi reooYU'e4. 

OQMG fOllM 371 
U SEP 4t 

• 



Declassified in accordance with D 0 1352~ . . 
\ 

. 

. 

--

F.JLE c 11 \ ! , . DATA ON REMAINS NOT YET REC" •. ~•ED OR IDENTIFIED I I 

NAME (La1t, Firat, !tfiddls Iniual) GRADE PRESENT SERIAL 
NUMBER 

OARTJ:R. Robert Junior '" 818302 
ORGANIZATION RACE CREED FORMER SERIAL 

NUMBER (If applicabU) 

Co Cl. S'llllar • 2n4 KarDlY. Whit• Pro'••'an' 
DATE OF DEATH/MIA CAUSE OF DEATH PLACE OF DEATH OR PLACE LAST SEEN IF MIA 
201o•l9.f,8 

DATE OF FOO 
llllecl tn Aotion. Tarawa Atoll, Cl1lbert I1lan~ • 

HEIGHT WEIGHT COLOR EYES COLOR HAIR SHOE SIZE 

68 ~'" 159 Brown Dk. Brown 

DENTAL CHART 

UPPER RIGHT UPPER LEFT 

8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
x 
8 

LOWER RIGHT LOWER LEFT 

~ ~ 14 13 12 11 10 9 9 10 II 12 13 14 
., 

15 
x 

16 

--
X= EltrlCled P'•tilliq . 0-=Carlous 1 = Caiious Non-Restur1ble 

FRACTURES AND/OR BREAKS TATIOOS AND/OR BIRTHMARK 

'Nne e~scar eight knee. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

Pr1Yate Robert J. Qar'er, 818302, wa• killed while part1o1pat1ng 1n 
ao,1on again•' organized Japan••• toro•• on Tarawa, Cl1lbert I11.an41. 
Bo41 no' r1oo•ere4 • . 

~ from C' · cial Uetord~ of the 

.QepJ. JI. )fie N 11. '. -... . ll6R8! J 
~ UailOO lclr . 

~/ 
. 

OQMG FO•M 371 
USU U 

.,/ 
~ cJI:;\ 1.-. ......... ...,,.,.,,..0,,.ca 1t--4ow-1 DATE FORWARDED TO FIELD-------



-29;3 FILE 

ulTA ON REMAINS NOT YET RECOYERttJ OR IDENTIFIED"' 
. .. 

NAME (u.t, Fir.t, Middle Initial) 

ORGANIZATION 

c 
DATE OF DEATH/MIA 

11• 
DATE OF FOO 

HEIGHT WEIGHT 

II • l&I 

UPPER RIGHT 

8 7 6 5 4 3 2 

LOWER RIGHT 

y\ ~ 14 13 12 II --

RACE 

• 
COLOR EYES 

lrown 
DENTAL CHART 

UPPER LEFT 

LOWER LEFT 

10 9 9 

GRADE 

'" CREED 

PRESENT SERIAL 
NUMBER 

818~2 
FORMER SERIAL 

NUMBER (If appliGable) 

PLACE OF DEATH OR PLACE LAST SEEN IF MIA 

COLOR HAIR SHOE SIZE 

Dk. Brown 

x 
2345 678 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

O Carious 1- Carlous Non·Restorablt 

FRACTURES AND/OR BREAKS TATIOOS AND/OR BIRTHMARK 

al t knoe. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

•rlY•'• RolJer• I. Gar•er, 818~2, ••• lllle4 Vhll• par•lolpa,1111 la 
ae•lon Al&lDI' organla4"1 Japaneae toPOel OD !arava, Ollt.ert 111.anla. 
Bo41 .no' reooYerect. 

OQMQ FOAM 371 
U HP U 

APPRO\IED NOt~-RECOVERABLI::. 

DATE FORWARDED TO FIELD -------



Fon;nlJ•ll 
(lS4-0) 

PHYSICAL EXAMINATION 

---.r----?!-.,.._r-

To bo completely made up by medical ofilcer at time ot enllstment, extension 
or enlistment, ~nUstment, enrollment, llPIJ<)intrnont, comm.lffflloo, or pro­
motion. 

CARTER 
--------iloi>ei4~~~-.>-----------------

818302 
Junt~;.;;;v.;,------

-------------------------------·<oh°riO~u;;;";~;;------------··--------

EnUetea } J. i.. M ., !) 1a.t3 
f!{~~~!t --p-tffl,~~...:t•-- _ -.:· D.ate _N_o ~;~-:---·---~---
Raio }-----------·--·--·-· Pren IUI aertice •• _________________________ _ 

OKLAHOMA u.a. N6~2!.2."21~· A. 

llorn: Pl.Me----------·-·----·--·- Dt.te ----------------
Nallonalily .Y.'t..EL .... L.J..L___ llellgion .P.r..o.t..___ _________ _ 

Fa-Robert s. ctrreJ?>Rte. No.xi of kin or frioncl. __________________________________________ _ 

3 Corvallis Oregon. _______________________ / ________________________________________ _ 

Oomplcxlon. R J,!ll.d¥. nl\lr_ !?}5 _ _,_!!r9 ee11oral a11p0Arano~~~~L 
Bead and f•ce ••. JiQ.I~kJ..#.-h ........ -------------------------------

:NORM.A 1 Bro-4 
iyeo ---4"--------····- . .:.J ••• ------·----------· ··-------· ·-------------····-• .. ~or, OOl)diUOo .. of ll<lll, • nM-0miHl or ()lb.Jo dcif~t.) 

Visloll: :&1rli1 ·---/20, Cll>n-e<l'eci to ••••••• ./20. Color per<>6pll01l. -~QB,.~t8..1.t 

20 r.en ____ _f.lO, oorrooled to _______ /~O. 

~ J "'l\I.c ·. .NORMAT..e ll:IU'e: l!libt ·--------------------------·· ton._ _______________________ _ 
15'°ndJtlon of dr~· 1!&~o. ~ta.) 

Boa1ini: Rigbl----------·-11~. Lett •••••••••••• /10. 

Moulh, 110::0, throal ••••••••• ~_Q_g._M_4 __ .., _________________________________ _ 
68 3 / 4 1<t)'f'""" or .. ntum. tonoll•, •lo.) OR MAL 

B'e!g.ht____________ Weight___________ Temparature _______________ _ 

Oho•• •I expir,.tion_ ___ 33i_ ___________ , Ill in1pl.ratio.1'§:i ••• _________ _ 

Skin ,.nd «l•ndo ____ _.@1.r"1-A-.b-----·--·-------·-----.. ·---------·-· 

Neck (tbyt0id, trachea, lami.r).;t~OR.fi ,. J...---------·----·-------·--·-
Spine •nd emomitie•-·-·---~--:c-=1.~~.J... •• __________________________ _ 

<Bon,. anti Julnu, mU.OllllJ, t.ondo.rui. dtforw.Jw. old traoturte, fl•t foot. Moo.) 

Thorax (,.hape, movement, olc.).4Lh.xll.A!r.----------·· -··--··-
Resp!r.ltory eystom • .1.'i.U.RM.AL.. _______________________ _ 

Be&l'I and blood vo11•ta • ..N.O.Rli:t_L. _________________________ _ 

. 84 114 86 Pulse bcfme exorollo ____________ , a/tor enrolae •••••••••• ., ~flor ro.i •••••••••• 

Blood pr<>••llte: Syotolio._.l2Q _________ Dlaelolio ••• ?.J~-------·---···· 
.&: ~~LAL Abdomen and pelvla ________________ ·-----------------------·-

NORMA.L Gellito-ur.lnary 111'™""-----------------·--------·-------

ll'rln~b'•ls: Alb'Ulnu ._.}.1~-~-~~~f.YE Susar • ...N.E.G.AT.!Y.E. 
NenoWI •Ylllo'!l1. ··-----fo~.:-ii:i.4Ak .............. -..... ·····-·-·--·-

(J..Jiy.awid.Mo.o ot d.lalt~li.I~. lb:!lnt•1 d.Meoi... oto., rofluu) -

...... - .... --........... -........ _ .. _ .... ~---...... _ .... ,,_ ·----·-·· ----........... ---........................ .. 

-----·--------·---------.-.......... __ ~----... --------.............. ---·-- -----·--·-·-
1~17 



·. 
MARKS, SCARS, ETC. 

Entor original findings In red ink, those acquired subse­
quently in black ink, with date. 

Date and nature of any waiver, a.:o.d defects not noted abovo 
N 0 [-. E (Underhclgbi, underweight, defoctlvo vision, etc.) 

----··--c~~;~·;_:·-p;-09ui'.riN<i·s;:A.ri·---------,~w-i"'9"--1~l· 
Place ----------------·------·--------- ~te -------------·----I'O' t'l'lt&,:t=n. OR.Qfl.l"\)C_ 

11~~i~~:tii~(b)(6) n "" :, ?fi!ttu) · I * +b • .,i ~ical exa.mi-

($1gnatur ----------
..... ~~~~..-~~~~~~~~...,.'!'Xaminer. 

TERMINATION OF HEALTH RECORD 

Place ---·---·-----·---------···--------------------·--------------­

Date .•••..•• --------·- -·-··-·--··-·-· •• -··-·--·---··---••.••• ---· .•... . 

Termination by l'eaSOtt of --·----·-------------------------·---­(Pro1notlou, rOl!lJnntlon, ~1lrallo11 of onllst.mont, physical dlsnbU!ty, etc.) 

All physical defects, however slight -----------------------------

(Signature) ···----·-·-·-·--------···--·--·---·----·--·-····-·-··· 
o•o 1a--11911 Senior Medical Examiner. 
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Bat.RD FROG:F l!'D Il'GS) . . 
420) 

!I!!!!!!!! 
HFADQUARTERS 

Af.E1.ICAN GRAV! s RmISTRhTION snt40:CE 
(P/.OIFIC ZONE) 

APO 958 

.PROCUJ)IUGS OF BOARD OF REYITVI 

l. Tho Board of Roviow oonvcnod on 12 November 1948 purS'Ql!lt to Par 
~, ~oiai Orders 97, Hoedquertcrs, American GrJvcs Rogistrati~n Service, 
Paoifi~ Zono, APO 958, dated 24 Soptombor 1948. 

2, Summa1:1 

a, PorsQnncl Involved: 

Soc Fxbibit l 

b, Unknowns Involved~ 

Soc Exhibit 2 

c. Exhibit 1 is a roster of oll pcrsonnol reported to hav( been 
killed or miasing--tn action from 20 to 26 November 194.3, inclusive, in the 
battle for possession of Tarawo Atoll, Gilbert Islands, plus tho names of 
John Owen Herris tind Doward Vl. Dungan, Jr., who wore killed on 16 Docemhcr 
1943, and 12 Januory 1944 r espectively. 'i'lrllo tho information recorclod on 
OQMG Forms 371 indicates, i.n SOrJlc co scs, "Body not re covered 11 , in tho erco t 
111£ljority of oases it is stat~d that the remains ore reported to h~vo been 
buried in one of tho 43 battlofiold burial sites or uncounted isolated grcvGs 
whic!i wore estElblishcd during or immedit~tcly nftcr the battle. J.lso, in 
so!'l'c casc.s, no statGmcnt is maco as to tho recovery or disposition of tho 
remains. V'hon all of tho original burial sitos on Tar.:n c Atoll \Yero 
disinterred in 1946 and re-interred in Lone Palm Cemetery, Eotio Islsnd, 
Tarowc. Atoll, tho remains of tho individunls listed in Exhibit 1 could not 
be identified. A description of conditions in which tho numerous burial 
sites ucrc found is presented in :--xhibit 3 (Report, Hq., Floct Uerinc Force, 
Pacific, dated 3 Oct 46, Subj 1 Invostie:ation of Grevos of Deceased f·1ar1no 
Corps Porsonncl on TARJWA J~"toll). 

d. Tho Unknowns listed on Fxhibit 2, ''Unidentified Tarowo Remains 
(Lone Palm Ccmotcry)" aro o ll of tho nme ins, not yet idcntifioo, which 

\Ve.re: r c.covorcd during the: concentration of American romcine on Toravltl Atoll 
to Lone Palm Cemetery. With the oxccptions of John O~cn ~orris, and 
Doward W. Dungcn, Jr., tho rcmeine or all personnel who met their dcntbs 
on Tarawa Atoll subsequent to 26 ?-!ovcmbcr 1943 oovo been rccovorrd and 
identified. Therefore it ean be conoludcd thot tho Unknowns listed in 
Exhibit 2 aro tho remains of only those who ~at dcoth bctwGon 20 November 
1943 and 26 November 1943, plus norris and Dungan. 

!.!!!!!!!!! 
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Bd Proceedings 420, Hq, AGRS-rAZ, APO 95C (Contd) 

c.. During December 1946 ond Jinuury 1947 all remains in Lone Pnlm 
Cemet ery ntrc. disinterred and moved to Hnwaii. 

f. In 1948 all unidontificd remains from Lone Palm Comettry ~c.ro 
cxrunincd at the Ccntrol·Idcntificotion laborntory ond ~C forms 1044 we.re 
pr~porc0. A c'mparison of th's dota with tho ohysiccl ch~r. ~tcristies of 
thoso knonn to bo missing in nction ot TDri'.lw~ rcvcc.lcd thnt individunl 
idontific~tions of tho remains cannot be mode. All of the romoi~s arc 
sknl ot a ls most 'lre in a fragmentod ond c.roded condition, ant1 identifying 
dt.ntcl end physical choractc.1istics are meager or of such a general nsturc 
thot thc.y could be compared fcvorobly with ~eny ~r the. missing. 

g. Two idcntificction tais inscribc.d "Brown, V .M. 331647" were 
fo\100 v-jtb tho remains of Unknotrn Y..-270. Howovc..r: ASF OQllG letter, filo 
QMGYG Subj: IdcntifiC<Jtion of Unl.no\m Rcmtiins, dated 15 Julr 1946, states 
thnt V. M. Brown js "alive 1:1 nd wc.1111 • 

3. Finci?lR~ 

a. Aft~r due and c.rcful conaiacr ation of all evoiU:lblc inform~tion, 
the Board UIU1nimously finds: 

(1) That the tmo t'nd oircumstanec.s of the donths of tho 
individuals listed on lxhibit l inaicntc. conclusively th:' t tho uniC:cntif i c.d 
rcmoi ns li!tod on Fxhibit 2 arc in fact the only rocov•r~blo r ornLJins of thoso 
individuals, end that individuol idontificotion is not possible duo to tho 
circurnstenccs of docth and br.ttlofield burial, tho loc1 of accurate records 
regarding tho origiru1l burials, th~ lvpsc of tinic, and the. pres~nt conditicn 
of the remains. 

(2) Th;it thn unkno· n r cmt:ins listc.d on Exhibit 2 compri::;c o 
group buricl, each of which is identified es one of tho individ\.Ujls listed 
on F...Y.hi bit 1. 

6 Exhibits 
1 - Lono Palm Cemetery - Group Burial 
2 - Unidcntif1~d Torowa Rrmoins (Lono Pol.Jr Comc.tcr:r) 
3 - Copy of lt1 fr FMFPAC 1 dtd 3 Oct 46 1 Subj: "Inv~stigntion of Graves 

of Doccasc.d P~rinc Corps Por3onncl on TfJlA':.li Atoll". 
4 - QEC Fermo 1042 for each of the Unkn01,ns listed in EYhibit 2 (in dup) 
5 - ~C For':'c lOl 1. for <...~ ch of the U · . .lt:nowns listed in !:Yhibit :. . 

2 
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Bd Proceedings 420, Hq, AGRS-PiZ, APO 958 (Contd) 

(DXllJ 

6 - OQMG Forms 371 for all persons listed in Exhibit 1 with tho oxcoption 
of tho following for whom 3711 s arc not available. , one' for i'l"horo 
NAVMED H-4's Gro f\trnishcd in lieu of 37l ' s: ' 

Burch, Harold R. 
Burkc, John T. 
Burill , P.ussc.11 P. 
Burrona, 1·orrill G. 
Bussa, Goor gc S . 
Byrd, Feris G. 
Cronkhite, Harry 

FitzpotricY, John D. 
Holm , John iV . 
Hudsrn, Ralph L. 
Hullinger , William V. 
Marsh, Evorott ~· . 
Osborn, Lynn H. 

nos1dont Hc.mbcr rombcr 

r 
l.~cmbor Recorder 

3 

22222!2!22 
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Special Orders) 
: 

Number 122) 

It.~ ~J)QilA.1. TERS 
AMERICAN Gru.VES REGIS'IRAT.lON SERVICE 

(PACIFIC ZCNID) 
APO 958 

13 December 1948 

1. The Board of Review aptd per par 2 SO 9'7 this Hq dtd 24 Sep 4S is 
dissolved. 

2. Pursuant to auth contained in ltr TAGO file AGAO 293 . 9 (27 Mar 47) 
D-M subj "Establishmen~of Boards of Review for Identification of Unknown 
Dead Overseas" dtd 9 Apr 47 a Boerd of Review is aptd to meet at this ste. 
at the call of the senior member thereof f~r the purpose of: 

a. Reviewing and acting upon all cases pertaining to the identity 
of unkno\1!1 remains referred to the Board by Zone Hq AGRS . 

J . Reviewing e.nd determining, in all cases, from evidence presented, 
the non-recoverabili ty of remains referred to the Board by Zone Hq AGRS. 

Detail for the Board 
ilDl\OJ 

BY ORDER O.? ... l(b_X6_> _____ __, 

- OFFICHL: Adiut ant 

/a/ r::) 
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Declassified in accordance with D.0. 1352" 

-

BOJJID FROOEED nms) 
: 

NWilBER 1363 ) 

HEADQUARTERS 
A?mltICAN GRAVES HEGISTFJi.TION SERVICE 

(PACJli'IC ZONE) 
APO 958 

PROCEEDINGS OF BOARD OF R~ 

.. 

1. The Board of Revion convened lOFebruary 1949 pursuant to 
Par 2b, SO #122, Hq AGRS- PAZ_ APO 958, dated 13 December 1948. 

2. Summary 

a . Personnel Involved: (Case No. 6-189 ) 

OARmR • Robert J'unior Pvt 818.302 USl£ 

b. Pri'Yate Carter, member ot the X1ghth llarines, Second 
Marine D1T1e1on, was killed while participating in action against 
organized torces on Tara• Atoll, Gilbert Islands on 20 November 
1943. Bis body was not recovered. No additional 1n:tormat1on 18 
available on this case. 

c . All of the 01·igL1al burial sites on Tarawa Atoll were 
disinterred in i946 and concentrated in the Lone Palm Cemetery, Betio 
Island, Tarawa, at which time the remains of subject decedent could not 
be identified. In 1948 all unidentifiec' remains frorri the Lone Palm 
Cemetery were examined at the CIL Dental and physicai characteristics 
of the above-named individual wexe compared with all unknowns from 
Tarawa with ne~etive r esults . 

d . Suboequent investigation of this case wea made by the 604th 
Quartermaster Graves Registration Compony during the perioc 1 February 
to 4 ]'ebruary 1946, with negative results . 

• e, Form 371 f~r the above-named individual was forwarded to 
The Quartermaster General on 7 Dcceabor 1948. 

3 . Findin~s 

After c3reful consideration of all the facts involved, the Board 
unanimously resolved that subject decedent be declared non-r<.>covcrablo. 

1 Exhibit 
SO #122, AGRS-PLZ, 13 liec 48 

!£?!!!!!!!!• 
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DEPARTMENT 01' THE ARMI 

OFFICE OP' THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL 
WASHINGTON 25, 0. C. 

!!2n-Recoverable 2.!!!. - Record ot Review ~ ApproYal 

SERIAL NO. 

Pvt 

JUW«;H OP 
SERVICE 

U3.IC c:RI'ER. Robert Junior ·al8302 . z: 
The attached prooeedinge ot th• Field Board of ReView nave been reviewecl 
and the findings ot non-recoverability of the remaim o! the above 
individual. is approved. In the course o! this review, the following 
sources ot information have been examined for additional clues. Copies 
ot an,y docuaente believed mentioned material to the case are attached 
following the proceedings o! the Field Board of Review. 

1. 293 P'il• ot subject deceased 
2. A-Z File ot known interments in US Military Cemeteries, 

isolated locations, and sea burials. 
3. USN, USM::, or USCG Hq (it applicable) 
4. CUU&l.t7 Report (or statement in lieu thereof) 
5. OQ)E Pol'll 371 (it applicable) 
6. Other aourcea ot information lilted below 

The tacte and circua.ta.nces have been round to be eubatantially as presented 
in the attached proceedings ot the Field Board ot Review, with the following 
exceptions : 

None 

Upon completion o! administrative action b7 Final Detil'aination Section, 
Identification Branch., Memorial Division, cas~ ~. to be"' torwarded to 
________ ... fb_R_t>) ___ I ___ tor further action. 

Reoo11111end Approval: .Approved: oat•: 

r 
Unit SupeJ!VUOr 

MOV 2 -1949 

" 171'1'1 
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CERTIFICATE OF DEAm 

To: Bureau of M edicine and Surgery, Navy Department, Washington, D. 0 . 
(See Circular Letter B·6, Appendix D, Jitan~I ot Ibo Xedloal Departmonl, for IUlruOllou) 

1. Name .~Di • . .iobe.r.t .. .lunio.r ----··--·-----------··--------·-········ Rank or rate --~-~..1;.!J~Q_ _________ _ 

2. Born: Place . .QkJA.b.Q-. .. QUz ..... Q~MQ~------------------------------ Dato. ...E.? .. ~~~,--J~~--------------

3. Nationality .. !hU.~lt .. ~~---····----------------------······-·---- Religion -~r-~-~!!~~t ________________________ ." __ _ 
(Whlte-U. S., Colore<l, S~m01\Jl, eta.) (Oono111ln~tlo11) 

4 . Eyes .Jb:QW ....... Hair .P..k •.. llrmm. Comple.'lrion ----~----- Height --~~--~L~ Weight -~~------

5. Marks, scars, etc. (noted in health rooord) ..........•.• 

---------------------·······-------------··········---·----- -- ----·-····. -- ---- ....... ··-------- ... i 
~ 

--···------------ -- -----------···------------------- --------·· ----- ----· ------------------------~ 

State which finger ----····· 
( lll~ll• lnrlox preferred) 

J
(b)(6) 

6. Relation, name and address of ne.'l:t of ki11 or frien !::==========::::::;------------' 
r ><6> I --------------------------·----------------·-------- ----- ____ _____. - ·-

___ ... _____ ... _ .. _ .. _.., ___ ., ....... ----------------·--___ ,.._ -·------------·-... - --- -. --- --· - _..,_ --- ·-------------..... -

7. Original ad.mission: Place _q9_~~~ • .Bn~» ... e.~~r .... ?n~:rD-"~·~~ Dnte!0 _!.9"~~-~t ..... ~~---·-·--
<Bhlp or sLatlon to wbtoh uttached wben 11.r•L ndml\tu<I t" "kk !lat) 

8. Dietl: Place •• :fA.cUi~LA..ru..~------ ·-----------------·--·-------- Do.te .u~a.~15'-~--- II our ------------------

[

Principal .n.~_lJ . .4.c'll.Ql, __ D~T ... U$. ;tJQ~_Q:OWN __ Key Letter----~-~~----

9. Cause of death Contributory ---·- -·--·-- -·------------------------- ··-----~ ___ ------·-·--------·----··------

10. Deat h ... a .. Ji.~ _______ the resiilt of own misconduct and _______ l.S .... 
(ls or Is not) (lY or Is iw~) 

11. Disposition of remains •. Jo.t . .nc.overe4 •. ....... --············ 

..... ___________ ... --·--------... ---------------------.. ---.. __ --.. -------·-*-- -

12. Summary of facts relative to the death: !he deceaaed waa preTiou1l7 reported &• MISSING 
IN .lC!IOll. Subsequent informat i on received by the Commandant, U.S. Marine Oorpa indicatea 
that death did in fact occur on 20 li0Ye11ber, 1943. 

{Conilniieon bacltofthls~ 



c.,ERTIFICATION OF DEATH (OVLRSEAS) 
Acte de deces ID Outre-Mcrl 

NAME OF DECEASED (Last, Filst, Middle) Nom du decede (Norn ef pre11oms) GRADE Grade BRANCH OF SERVICE SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER 
Anne N umcro de !'Assurance Sociale 

CARTER, Robert Junior Private/E-2 U.S.MarincCorps 818302 

ORGANl7.A TION OrganisMion (SPONSOR) NATION (e.g. United States) DATE OF BIRTH Date SEX Scxc 
Pays de oaissance 0 MALE Masculfo 

Co. G, 2•d Battalion, 81
h Marines, 2"d Marine Division United States 22 June 1924 D FEMALE Feminin 

RACE Race MAR!TALSTATIJS f:tot Civil RELIGION Culte 
OTilliR (SJX."Ci!Y) 

0 CAUCASOID Caucasique D SINGLE Calibataire 0 DIVORCED 0 PROTESTANT 0 Autre (Specifier) 
Divorce Prntestanr NOT SPECIFIED 

D NEGROID Neeroide D MARRIED Marie 0 CA'lllOLIC 
Catholique 

0 OTHER (Specify) 0 WIDOWED Veuf 
Autrc (Specifier) 

0 SEPARATiiD Sep are D JEWlSHjuif 

NAME OF NEXT OF KIN Norn du plus proche parent RELA TIONSHIJ' TO DECEASED Parente du decede avec le susdit 

STREET ADDRESS Domicile a (Rue) CITY OR TOWN AND STATE (Include ZIJ' Code) V1Uc (Code postal compris) 

MEDICAL STATEMENT Declaration medicalc 
INTER V AI. BETWEEN 

CAUSE OF DEAill (Enter only one cause per hne) ONSET AND DEATH 
Cause du deccd (N'indlqucr qu'unc cause par lignc) lnrervallc cntrc 

l'auam1e ct le deces 

DISEASE OR CONDITION LEADING TODEATll Maladie ou 
UNDETERMINED condition dircctewcnt responsablc de la mort I 

MORBID CONDITION, JF ANY, 
ANTECEDENT LEADING TO PRfMAR Y CAUSE 

CAUSES Condirion mordidc, s'il ya ~cu. 
Mcnany a la cause primaire 

Sympromcs 
pcrcurseurs UNDERLYlNGCAlJSE, IF ANY, 
de la mart GIVING RISE TO PRIMARY CAUSE 

Raison fondamcnralc, s'il ya lieu. 
Avanr suscite la cause orimairc 

2 
OTHER SIGNIFICANT CONDmONS 
Autrcs conditions significativcs 

MODE OF DEATH AlffOPSY PERFORMED Autopsic effec1uee D YESOui 0 NO Non CIRCUMSTANCES SURROUNDING DEA TI-! DUE TO 

Condition de dcccs EXTERNAL CAUSES 
MNOR FINDINGS OF AUTOPSY Coaclusioos principales de l'autopsic Circonstances de la molt suscitccs par des causees exterieures 

0 NATURAL 
MODE OF DEA TH: UNDETERMINED 

Mort naturcllc K ILLED IN ACTlON 

D ACCIDENT 
Molt accidcntclle 

~~~f1m~..i ,111 g ·11bgjggjm· • • 

D SUICIDE I ·1 • • ) IM edtcal Examiner 
Suicide 

SlGNA1\ ~ I DATE Date AVIATION ACCIDENT l\cc1dcnr a Avion 

0 HOMICIDE 
(b)(3):10USC§ 130b,(b)(6) 16SEP2015 D YES Oui [gl NO Non 

Hom1c1dc 
DATE OF DEA'l1l (Hour, day, mon1h, year) ~FDEl\TII Lieudedeccs 
Date de deccs (l'hcure, lc mois, I' annee) 

20 November 1943 Island, Tarawa Atoll, Gilbert Islands (Kiribati) 
1 HA VE VTEWED THE REMAINS OF Tl fF. DECEASED l\ND DEA TH OCCURRED AT THE TIME INDICATED AND FROM THE CAUSE AS STATED ABOVE. 
J' examine les restes mortels du de font et conclus oue le deces est smvenu a I ' heure indiouee et a la suite des cause~ cnumerecs ci·dessus. 
NA>..m OF M<:rnt:AI OFFICI'" "'•~ tln ·~-i:,.;. miliraire ou du mc<Jicin saniroirc I TITLE OR DEGREE Titre ou diplomc 

1.UJl.JJ. IU U:S~ !j 1.JUU,lUJlU I I MD, D PAA Medical Examiner 
GRADE Grade INST AlLAHON OR ADDRESS ln.~tallaliOll ou adrcsse 
CAPT/0-6 Defense POW!MlA Accountinl! Al!encv. 310 Worchester Ave, B ldg 45, J BP HH, HI 96853-5530 
DATE Dare SlGNA TlJRE Si1 
16 SEP 2015 (b\l3\10 USC § 130b,(b)(6) 
I State disease, iojwy or complication which caused deatli, bl 1ooc 01 uyurg such as J1ear1 failure, eel. 
2 Stare conclitioo contributing to rhe death, bur nor related to the < asc or condition causing death. 
I Preciser la nature de la ,aladic, da la blcssurc ou de la complication qui a contribuc a la mort, mais non la mamere de mourir, telle qu'un arrci du coeur, ect , 
2 l'crciscr la condition <1lli a conrribue a la molt, mais n' nyant aucun morion avec la maladie ou n la condition qui a prov0<1uc la mort. 

DD FORM 2064 
I APR 77 SIN 0 I 02-Lt'-002-0640 



DISPOSITION OF REl\11\INS 

NAME OF MORTICIAN PREPARING REMAINS GRADE LICENSE NUMBER AND STATE OTHER 

INSTALLATION OR ADDRESS DATE SIGNATURL: 

NAMf: OF CEMETERY OR CREMATORY LOCATION OF CEMETERY OR CREMATORY 

TYPE OF DISPOSITION DATE OF DISPOSITION 

REGISTRATION OF VITAL STATISTICS 

REGISTRATION (fown and Countcy) DATE REGISTERED FfLENAME 

STATE OTHER 

NAME OF FUNERAL DIRECTOR ADDRESS 

SIGNATURE OF AUTI IORIZED INDIVIDUAL 


