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Cona1derat1on ha.a been given to recommendation• tor the expanaion 

or aearch and rescue ( SAR) operation• to cover OPLAH 34.l operation& 

and croaa 'border opert.tion1 into Laoa bf BVN tore••· 

In th1a coMection 1' should be clearly und.eratoocl that. since 34A 

operations ar~:~~~~:::::·:::::::·:::·:·:::::·:::·:::·:·:::::·:·:·:::::::::::::·:·:·:·:·:::·:::::::::·:·:·:····:···:·:·:·:·:·:·:·:·:·:::·:·:·:·:·:·:·:::·:::·:·:·:·:·:·:?·:·~·:·:·::·:·:·:·:·:·:·:·>·:·:::·:::·:::::::~1 the~ 

are not entitled to be characteriied &.I "trien~" und.er·the us Ru.lea ! 

ot Engagement which ht.Ve been promulgated. tor Southeut Aaia and L&oa. 

In the event ot a 34A a1.rcratt being downed in Laoa, SAi operation& 

are e.utborizecl aa determined. in the diacret1on or the United .State& 

Ambaaaad.or to I.&oa uaing onl;y 1n.:countr;y reaourcea &vailable to 

hia. In auch a cue, th• Allbass&dor could empl.oy RLAI', Air America, · 

and Bird and Sena aaaeta ( 1.Dclwiing thoae baaed. Udom, aa neceasary) 

but would not be autborbed to include other Uni te4 Stt.tea reaour~ea 

(i.e. Yankee Tem and USAF aircr&tt). The quation ot employing 

. such identitiable US reaourcea will be referred. in each inatance 

to .w ... bington ~or deciaion. 

In the GuU' ot 'ronkin, SAR operations ~n beb&l.t ot J1a,A torcea should 

be the reaponaibUit~ ot the RV'N and aboul.4 1nclu4e a.o US torcea 

.. 
without prior annroval, ham W-.ab:lngtcm. · · A d 

• . • -· I ~ pwe : . . . . /. ~~~ 

A dec1don reguding SAR oper&t~oo1 1n behalt ot RVN torcea. 1nvo ~ . 

isl po1a1ble cro11-bor4u apere.tion1 into Laoa 1a deterred tor con-

d!S,erat1on until IUCh tiM u it ~ be deci4e4 to proceed with .. . ... ·• 
auch oparat1on1. . 2 . 
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Your Reference: 
JCSH 839-64 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE CHAIMAN, JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 

SUBJECT: US Search and Rescue Operations - Southeast Asia 

1 have reviewed the reconwnendatfons,,y the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
for expanding search and rescue (SAR) operations to cover OPLAN 
34A operations and cross-border operations Into Laos by RVN 
forces. 

After careful consideration of the matter t ogether with the Depart
ment of State, It was agreed to promulgate the attached guidance 
concerning the subject operations,~~~~ 

Enclosure 

• Appendix to JCS 2343/"68-l 
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