






































































































































OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
1400 DEFENSE PENTAGON
WASHINGTON, DC 20301-1400
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PUBLIC AFFAIRS

MEMORANDUM FOR CHIEF, COMMUNITY RELATIONS DIVISION
NATIONAL GUARD BUREAU

SUBJECT: Request for Policy Determination on Military Support for Denver PrideFest Parade

This is in response to your request for policy guidance regarding military support of the
Denver PrideFest Parade, June 19, 2011, in Denver, Colorado. We understand from the
information provided that the event is sponsored by the Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual & Transgender
Community Center of Colorado, and that an honor guard and band from the Colorado National
Guard have been requested to march in the parade. .

The DoD Community Relations Policy, DoD Directive 5410.18., paragraph 4.1.2,, and its
subparagraphs, establish common criteria that all community relations activities must meet.
They state, in part, that execution of community relations activities shall be consistent with
(a) the interests of the Department of Defense (including the Military Services) and the
community as a whole [must be} supported; and (b) the association of the Department of
Defense, including the concerned Military Departments, with the event [must be] in the best
interest of the Department.

The DoD Public Affairs Community Relations Policy Implementation, DoD Instruction
5410.19., paragraph E13.3.1.2., provides a list of unauthorized community relations activitics.
Included among them are activities that involve or give the appearance of involving the
promotion, endorsement, or sponsorship of any individual commercial enterprises, religious or
sectarian organizations, ideological movements, and political campaigns and organizations.

Paragraph E13.3.2.2.3, of the same instruction provides a list of unauthorized
sponsorship conditions. Included are events sponsored by an organization representing a
religious, ideological, or partisan political viewpoint. '

Based on the event’s web site, the Denver PrideFest and its sponsor appear to have
established that a primary goal of the event is to celebrate, promote, and advance the interests of
a specific segment of Colorado’s population identified by its sexual preferences and gender
identity. While sexual preference and gender identity may not be ideological in nature, efforts (o
promote and advance the interests of a community based on sexual preferences or gender identity
could reasonably be perceived as an ideclogical movement or viewpoint.
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Therefore, military band and honor puard participation in the Denver PrideFest Parade is
inappropriate and not in the best interest of DoD. Military participation in this event is not

authorized.
A :L@k

arah S. Farnsworth
Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense
for Community and Public Outreach












