








Uniforms at Pride?
Can | wear my uniform to a LGBT Event like the HRC or SLDN Dinner? What about Pride?

Regulations generally do not prohibit active duly personnel to wear uniforms at social functions and
informal gatherings of a military nature, but do not specifically address such events when they are
fundraisers. If military personnel attend in their personal capacities, they must act excluslvely outside
the scope of their official positions. Sometimes the wearing of 2 military uniform at an event is so

unique that it constitutes “active and visible participation” in the event, and therefore is not permissible.
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in other words, it all depends on the type of event, who you are, and what role you will be performing.

Some questions need to be answered before an answer can be determined...

First: In what role will you be attending? Rules are different, depending on your role,

« [ your role involves asking for money or otherwise raising funds during the event, you should
never wear your uniform.?

» {fyou are a speaker, you should only wear your uniform if your agency has approved your
attendance in an official capacity.’

*  f you are merely attending in a personal capacity, uniforms might be appropriate.*

Second: Is it political? This is one of the biggest guestions with LGBT events, and the answer is not
always simple. Some general rules

¢ Hthe event is a partisan political activity {sponsored by a political party or related to a campaign

for election of a candidate for public office}, you shouid never wear your uniform.®

» [f the event involves lobbying or influencing public officials {like 2 lobby day), you should never

wear your uniform,®
¢ What about charitable organizations who also engage in political activities?

o Some charities {Like the Human Rights Campaign, Servicemembers Legal Defense
Network, and a number of Millitary Groups) do lobby public officials, but also have oth
charitable or educationa! functions. Annual dinners generally support the charitable
activities of these groups.
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=  The annual SLDN Dinper in DC or an QutServe event clearly meet the “military
nature” requirement and wear of @ uniform would generally be appropriate just
as it would be for other military events like a unit ball, the annual dinner of the

Association of the United States Army {ALISA}, Air Force Association [AFA},
Reserve Officers Association {ROA), or the United Services Organization {USQ}
gala.’

*  HRCdinners and other LGBT charitable events are a little more of a challenge =

as they are not explicitly military. But this Is the case with many charitable
events where officials regularly wear uniforms so there is no blanket
prohibition. The best test is a personal one. Ask yourself if your desire to
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Accurate guidance from 0SD is as follows: While wearing civilian clothes, in your
personal capacity, military members may march .or ride in nonpartisan parades.

Also, it is our command policy that any media participation that identifies affiliation
with the Naval Service requires PAO approval to ensure the member receives proper training
for media participation.

I will put out a generic reminder in a Command Note about parade and media
participation but I need your help in communicating these requirements in an informative and
supportive manner that will keep our sailors from running afoul of DOD and Navy policy during
this weekend's event.

Thanks in advance.

v/r
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Fernando Lopez

Administrative and Public Affairs Directaor

San Diego LGBT Pride
619-297-7683 x 109
619-861-7939 - Cell

619-2668-3096 - Fax

www.SanDiegoPride.org <htip://www.sandiegopride,org/>

Visit our Facebook <http://wew.Facebook . com/home. php#i%21/pages/San-Diego-Pride/44622976055>

* Pridelogo_no_date

san Diego LGBT Pride - July 20-22, 2012

Fostering Pride in, and Respect for, all Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, communities
locally and globally. Over the last 15 years, San Diego LGBT Pride has donated more than
$1.4 million to LGBT and LGBT supportive organizations.
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