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at Eze1zu Internatwna] Airport at approximately 2130 local on

to Tand after dark) and to depar* from Bahia Blanca at approx1mate1y

‘1200 on Saturday, 8 Apml on a- dlrect flight to Lima, Peru, or Santa
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PETSONmESR= (. RUSSELL FROM LT GEN McAULIFFE

1. =€) I have reviewed your letter to Captain Dick Howe dated

14 March 1978. 1 fuﬂy appreciate your concern for the tone of
welcome I may receive in Argentina, but am not dissuaded from makmg
the trip for that reason. [ shall _continue to plan for approximately
a three and one-half day visit, unless Ambassador Castro should -

indicate otherwise. I expect to arrive with my party via C-130

4 Aprﬂ (permssion has been qranted by the local MAC representatwe

Cruz, Bohvxa, for’ RON (Your assistance in arranging for the

\

necessary clearance of Argentme customs on the 8th wou1d be sincerely

apprec1ated S w1H be ‘accompanied by Mrs. McAuhffe, COL Donald

-§~.-\
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D. Wilson, USMC, Deputy J-3; Lt Col David L. “Souder, USAF, LAMA -l
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MAJ Michael E. Ryan, USA, Aide-de-Camp; MAJ Jerome S. Wilkowski,

USAF, Office of the Chief of Staff; and COL (Dr.) Tomas Birriel-
Carmona, USA, Command Surgeon. Please make reservations (3 dbls,

1 single) at the Claridge Hotel as previously agreed to by CDR
Lewedag and MAJ Wilkowski. Additionally, my aircraft crew will
number 8. Please make reservations for them (4 dbls). These
reservations need not be at the same hotel where the official party
is staying.

2. ~£63 Returning to your letter, I have instructed Dick Howe to
bring the service Ambassador Castro received on that MAC flight

to the attention of the appropriate USAF officials. Please convey
to the Ambassador my personal regrets for his having received less
than professional treatment on-board the flight. Also pass on to
him that I am making tentative arrangements to assure that his wife
and her guests will be assisted during their stay in Panama en route

to Buenos Aires next month.
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3. €+ While I realize that a considerable part of my in-country

itinerary will be at the discretion of host country officials, I
would 1ike you, to the extent possible, to attempt to arrange for

me to meet with %}wll_g;oups of junior officers of the Argentine
Armed Forces. I am most interested in having the opportunity to
learn firsthand their personal reactions to the current state of
U.S.-Argentina relationships and their views of the future. However,
whether or not such meetings can be arranged for me in view of my
limited time schedule, I would ask that COL Wilson and Lt Col Souder
meet with junior officers in Buenos Aires and Bahia Blanca.
Additionally, as the Senior Marine representative at USSOUTHCOM,

COL Wilson should be scheduled (apart from my schedule) to meet

with the Commander of the Marine Forces and to visit with the units
and troops in his command, at both locations. (COL Wilson will
require an interpreter.) Finally, I would like Dr. Birriel to meet
with all those U.S. military personnel and, time permitting, other

US personnel, and dependents, who wish to consult with him, as we[lj

Declassified in Full

DISTR:

Authority: EO 13526
Originator: SOUTHCOM
Date: 6 March 2018

ORAFTER TYPED NAME, TITLE, OF FICE SYMBOL., PHONE & DATE SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS

1) | U CLSSIFIE

o U YPED NAME, TITLE, OFF|7 SYMBOL AND PHONE
L

deed J / .

Y
S1g* TR E
1 [ :
' é\ frxr(".!;(»

~S o\ 4
N } :u }, 4 SECUR ATION DATE TIME GROUP"
{ J'IE_Ef(Yf ’ s - L




O=NNWwENo

R £ e B K. g w‘ ”
¥y wor e e P et fan Y v

o : SECURITY CLASSIFIC ™
- JOINT MESS) .FORM —
L L —— . .y,
. PAGE | ORAFTERGR | PRECEDENCE | LMF | cLAss | cic FOR MESSAGE CENTER/COMMUNICATIONS CENTER ONLY
RELEASER TIME [™3&7 [ 1Hr0 DATE — TIME__| MONTH] YR
04 °F 04
BOOK MESSAGE HANDLING INSTRUCTIONS

FRow: 1
TO:

as with the wives as a group when they meet with Mrs. McAuliffe.
It would be beneficial also to have Dr. Birriel meet with his
Argentine counterparts in charge of the medical facilities serving
U.S. personnel and be afforded the opportunity to tour those facilities.
4, (U) I remain open to your suggestions as to whom I should present
mementos. Once this is determined, please forward the individual
names and their é::%ézgxiitles in Spanish as soon as possible so
the mementos may be appropriately engraved. Also at your earliest
convenience, please forward detailed weather information and dress

requirements both for Mrs. McAuliffe and my party. Warm regards.
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