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1. ~ Ms. Patricia M. Derian, Coordinator for Human Rights and 

Humanitarian Affairs, Department of State, visited USSOUTHCOM on 

3 Aug 77. She saw two ·cz Military Schools ·(USARSA & IMFA)i dis-

gc?~ cussed with ·us .. va.rdous aspects of security assistance ; ·to include 

the need for continuing the program (IMET and FMS creditsLal"'q~h~ ..... -
• • > 
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I value of military rep~esentation in Latin America ; She appeared r" I to attach consi~erable" value to these education and training programs 

that put Latin American officers _in direct contact with Americans 

and American objectives · and our way of life. 

2. -~ Acknowl edging the past and present value of military-to~ 
& 
5 rTJilitary relationships in Latin America, she posed the quest ·ion I 
: ~ '~>.rhether it may be time to bring diplomatic relationships to the 

! _forefront and reduce US milita"y influence. The future ·value ::.._ __j ox a J 
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these relationships was discussed, and while I agreed that the 

diplomatic channel mus"J; be the primary one in a country, I also 

stressed the advantages that would continue to accrue from having 

effective US -military representation available to complement th.e 

Ambassador's efforts. She seemed to support this approach. 

3. !Jl Ms. Derian appeared favorably impressed \'lith our CZ 

Military Schools (both USARSA and IAAFA}, especially the technical 

courses which teach nationbuilding skills and maintenance of equip

ment, and the mutual benefits of conducting training here in the 

Spanish 1 anguage. She appejir-ed _tq understand Jhe va 1 ue _of _an~:~ support 

the guest instructor ·program, but indicated that something must be 

done to curtail this participation by countries charged with human 

rights excesses. (In t~is regard, there are presently -here guest 

instructors from Argentina, Brazil and Chile.) She noted that the 
t. 
5 guest instructors contribute much to the schools, and draw little 

' 3 
out of it. I suggested that the best course would be to let these 

~ particular officers and NCOs continue through their present taurs_j 
0 . 
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,., 
of duty (ranging from Jan 78 to early 79} and then .replace them from 

countries having no problems with human rights. She agreed that this 
. 
was a reasonable course of action (she noted in thi_s regard that the 

US still had diplomatic relations with these countries), but she did 

indicate that. if the human rights situation in a particular country 

should get appreciably worse. she would want to reconsider the 

~RJ status of any guest iostructor · of that c~untry in the CZ Military 
u 

Schools. I believe we have a workable solution in this formulation; 

I support it. 

-fbi- At USARSA. she ;nquired about police training and interrogation 

techniques that might have been taught to LATAM students. She was 

assured that this type tra:ini.ng has not been taught in the CZ 

Schools since 1974. She implied some misgiving that the Harrington 

Antendment. by precluding police training. removes the possibility of 

=(teaching humane/scientific police techniques. 

: ~- ~On security assistance, we reviewed ·our rationale for 

2 continuing the current types and levels of programs fo~ the 
1 
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countries of Latin America. I stressed the objective of preventing 

s~arp imbalances of arms between countries with traditions o·f 

/hostility, e.g., Peru and Chile, and the. need of most countries of 
1·~·J ~ . f i "d . i b 'ld' I d ib d {j . reg1on or equ pment to a1 1n nat on- u1 1ng. escr e 

~ 

.J -. ' 

ltne high value I attach to the !MET program -- and this is one area 

she appears to support completely (see tbe comment I put in para 1). 

In t 

a pr 

he wide 

ogram of 

ranging discussions, she indicated that she now favors 

rewards for countries that do well in protecting human 
f~t-IU, 

ij t ·-.. righ ts. with less ~ on punitive actions. I suggested that t-he 

IMET program might be an excellent one in which to develop such 

rewards -- but making clear that I did not favor the complete 
/ 

elimination of countries from this program (except perhaps for 

finite periods) because of the long term mutual benefits accruing from 

the individual student contacts with Americans . 
Ia 

_j 

c:; 5. (.C:) . I .outlined my rationale for resuming 1ny travel into the 

; Jsouther--n Cone countries, and those others charged with human rights 
l 
1 violat_ions, and she fully accepted this. (As I had previouslY 
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discussed with Lt Gen Smith, VAdm Hannifin, and Asst Secretary Todman~ 

I. wi 11 now go ahead wi.th my plans.) ~ts. Deri an does, however, have a 

problem with my participati-nt} -in the Independence D~y ceremonies in 

Chile . in ~mid-Sep, to which I have been invited by President Pinoc~et. 

Her reasoning is that these ·ceremonies are esentially a public tribute 

to P1nochet and his regime, and the US cannot be a party until Chile 

does ·considerably more. in the human rights: area. I have concluded 

from our discussion here that there are 100re· cons than pros to ntl · 

attending. Therefore, I would appreciate your advising Ambassador 

Tedman that, somewhat later this month, I shall decline the Pinochet 

invitation citing PanCanal treaty consultations in Washington, and 
I' 

suggest I travel there separately later in the year. 
, 

7. (C) t'.y reason for sending this rather lengthy account is to 

show that there are many of our military objectives, programs and 

activities in this region that, once explained by the responsible 

individuals. can elicit Ms. Der1an's understandirrg and support. Qf . 
3 
2 1 course, with the proviso that they do not give aid and comfort to _j 
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countries with a bad track record in human rights. Her closing 

comment was that she ' is interested 1n returning to USSOUTHCOM to 

discuss, in more detail. human rights in relation to individual 

countries of the region. I indicated that she would be welcome. 

Warm regards • 

&a& ea 
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