US Department of Defense

Talking Points — Aug. 2, 2004 — SecDef Interviews on lraq

Following are highlightsof radio interviews of Secretary Rumsfeld on July 29, 2004. For full transcripts, go to
the franscript page of www .defenselink.mil, the Defense Department's web page. For more information
aboutthe Global War on Terror, please visit www.defendamerica.mil,

Number of U.S. Troops in Iraq
« Secretary Rumsteld relies on the President]the Joint Chiefs of Staff and combatant commanders
whether there are enoughtroops on the ground in [raq. All say there are about the right number.
« Fewertroops could leadto a less secure situasion.
« Many moretroops would have a heavierfootprint - a greater occupation presence.
« Moretroops would require moreforce protection, more logistic support of the force protectors
and the additional froops, andwould be more intrusive into the Iragi people's lives.
» The realtask is not putting in more Americans. The task is getting more Iragis providing for their own
security so we can begin bringing Americans out.

Intelligence in Iraq and Iraqi Troops

+ Intelligenceis improvingevery week in Iraq. Itwill improve geometricallyas Iragistake increasing
responsibilityfor their country's security.

» Joint patrols with the Iragis and Iragis patrolling by themselves will resultin better situational awareness
than would U.S - or Coalition-only patrols.

« Morethan 200,000 Iragis are now part of their country's security forces.
« lragisare lining upto volunteer to join the security forces and protecttheir country, even as some

of those already in the force are being killedin the line of duty.

Prowess inthe Global War on Terror
« The Coalition is making excellent progress in the Global War on Terror by:
+  Stoppingfinancing
Arresting and capturing people and killing terrorists
Stopping terrorist activities
Making it more difficult to raise money and more difficult for the terrorists to communicatewith each
other.

Iraq Update
« Several shifts in authority over the weekend demonstrate Iragis are assuming more control within their

own country.
« The Iraqi Army activated its seventh battalionwith the graduation of 723 recruits during an Aug. 1
ceremony at Kirkush Military Training Base, east of Baghdad. (link to CENTCOM release}
« The battalionis the third Iraqi army battalionsolely trained by Iragis.
« The IragiArmy ultimatelywill consist of 27 battalions, nine brigades and three divisions.
« The 22 remaining IragiArmy battalionswill begin and complete training in the coming months
at various bases throughout Iraq. The final unit is slated to come on ling in February 2005.
«  Multi-NationalForce-Iraq handed back control of the Baghdad International Airpert's control tower
on Aug. 1.[link to GENTCOM release)
» Royal Australian Air Force personnelspent the past six months training Iragicivil air traffic
personnel.
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US Department of Defense

Talking Points — July 27, 2004 - Army CoS Briefing

US. Army Chief of Staff Gen. Peter Schoomaker addressed the Pentagon press corps on July 26
about the state of the Army - its composition and its ongoing efforts to both fight the Global War on
Terror and continue transforming itself for the 215 century. Following are scme of the highlights.
For a full transcript, go to the iranscript page of www.defenselink mit, the Pentagon's web site.

The Numbers
« Currently there are more than one million soldiers in the Army.
« More than 276,000 are deployed around the world in more than 120 countries.

+ Despite the increases in deployments and missions, the Army is well on track to meet its
recruiting and retention goals for fiscal year 2004.

The Chal
« The Army is making some of its most significant changes since World War [l

« Evenwhile Army soldiers are fighting wars in Afghanistan and Irag, and remain alert in
other areas, the Army is still transtorming.

« (en. Schoomaker has compared such a transformationto tuning a car engine while the
engine is running.

« The Army is transforming along three primary avenues:
« First = the Army is restructuring the force into modularformations.

» Second - the Army is rebalancing the force between the Active component of the Army
and the Army National Guard and Army Reserve.

» Partof rebalancing the force is looking at the skill sets the Army needs to fight in the
218t century instead of fighting the Cold War. Ensuring there are enough people in the
Active Army with these skill sets will help reduce the number of Guard and Reserve
who need to be activated.

» Third - the Army is stabilizing the force.

« These three changes - restructuring, rebalancing and stabilizing the force — will result in:
» More cohesive and combat-ready formations;
» More stability;
« More high-demand units and skills;
» More commonality across the entire Army; and
» A more predictable lifestyle for soldiers and their family.

Published by the U.S. Department of Defense Office of Public Affairs
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US Department of Defense

Talking Points — July 26, 2004 — SecDef Message to the Troops

Secretary of Defense Message to Troops on Why We Fightin Iraq

Morethan 15 months ago, a global coalition ended the brutal regime of Saddam Hussein and liberated
the people of Iraq.

As in all conflicts, this has come at a cost in lives. Some of your comrades madethe ultimate sacrifice.
For your sacrifices, our country and the President are deeply grateful.

In a free, democratic country we have vigorous debates over important public policy issues - none more
heated than a decision to go to war. But this should not distract us from the mission at hand or lessen the
magnitude of your accomplishments.

The threat we face must be confronted. And you are doing so exceedingly well. Indeed it has been an
historic demonstration of skill and military power.

On September 11, 3,000 citizens were killed by extremists determined to frighten and intimidate our
people and civilized societies. The future danger is that, if the extremists gain the potential, the number of
casualties would befar higher. Terrorists are continuing to plot attacks against the American people and against
other civilized societies. This is a different kind of enemy and a different kind of world. And we must think and act
differently in this new century.

These extremists think nothing of cutling off innacent people's heads to try to intimidate great nations.
They have murdered citizens from many countries - South Korea, Japan, Spain, the United Kingdom and others
- hoping to strike fear inthe hearts of free people.

Theirs is an ideology of oppression and subjugation of women. They seek o create radical sysiems that
impose their views on others. And they will accept no arm stice with those who choose free systems.

They see the governments of the Middle East, the United States and our stalwart allies all as targets.

Consider the background. Inthe span of 20 years, Hussein's Iraq invaded two neighbors, Iran and
Kuwait, and launched ballistic missiles at two more. He employed poison gas against soldiers in Iran and against
Kurdish villagers in his own country.

The United Nations and the U.S. Congress shared the view that Saddam’s regime was a threat to the
region and the world. Indeed, in 1938, cur Congress passad a resolution calling for the removal of the regime.
And over the years the U.N. passed 17 resolutions condemning Saddam's regime and calling on him to tell the
UN about his weapons programs. He ignored every cne.

Information gathered since the defeat of Saddam'’s regime last year confirms that his last declaration to
the United Nations about his weapons programs was falsified. The U.N. resolutions had called for "serious
consequences” should Saddam not comply. He did not.

The President issued a final ultimatum to Saddam to relinquish power to avoid war. Saddam chose war
instead.

By your skill and courage, you have put a brutal dictator in the dock to be tried by the Iragi people and
restored freedom to 25 million people. By helping to repair infrastructure, rebuild schools, encourage democratic
institutions and delivering educational and medical supplies, you have shown America’s true character and given
Irag a chance at a new start.

But most importantly, your fight - and ultimate victory — against the forces of terror and extremism in
Irag and the Middle East will have made America safer and more secure.

You are accomplishing something noble and historic - and future generations of Americans will
remember and thank you for it.

Donald H. Rumsfeld
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US Department of Defense

Talking Points — July 22, 2004 — 9-11 Report

The National Commission on Terrorist Attacks Upon the United States (also known as the 8-11
Commission) will issue its final report today. Since September 11, the United States has better
prepared itself for attacks and led a worldwide Coalition to defeat terrorism. The nation is safer and
the terrorists are weaker because the United States and its allies acted. Following are talking
points.

% The United Siates is safer today than it was on Sept. 10,
« The nationis better protected and better prepared.

« Thereis a higher level of vigilance among the American people.

« Government agencies are better coordinated with forward-looking scenarios and
action plans.

« The United States is leading a worldwide Coalition to defeat terrorism.

« More than 80 naticns are cooperating to share intelligence, put pressure on the
terrorists’ bank accounts, and make it harder for terrorists to recruit and retain people,
communicate with each other or move between countries.

« We are improving every day, while our enemies are becoming more desperate and their
efforts are being degraded.

» Global terrorism has been dealt
« The Taliban has been removed from power in Afghanistan, a brutal dictator is gone from
Iraq and the seeds of freedom and democracy have been planted in the Middle East.
« Terrorcells have been disrupted on most cantinents.
+ Forty-sixof the 55 mostwanted in Irag have been captured or killed, including Saddam
Hussein.
« Two-thirds of the known al-Qaeda leaders have been captured or killed.

» The Bush Administration and the Defense Department took the
warfare seriously, before
« Earlyon, the Department recognized the danger posed by asymmetric and terrorist
threats, and began preparing new strategies and the building blocks necessary to carry
them out.
« Preparations made throughout 2001 enabled the U.S. 1o build a Coalition to immediately
launch the Global War on Terror.
« Work deone throughout 2001 formed the basis of Operation Enduring Freedom and
allowed the United States to pursue the perpetrators of the 9-11 attacks in Afghanistan
just 26 days after they occurred.

> Inresponding to a terrorist attack, there are only two choices - take the
enemy or wait until they hit you again. America

» Ultimately, the most important thing that can come out of
reports are recommendations for how the United States can
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US Department of Defense
Talking Points — July 20, 2004 - SecDef Media Interviews GWOT, lraq

Following are highlights from recent media interviews of Secretary Rumsfeld.

Measuring Progress in the Global War on Terror
» The Coalitionis making progressin the Global

« Morethan 80 nations havejoined the Global War on Terror. These Coalition nations are

putting pressure on the terrerists by:
Sharing intelligence.
Putting pressure on bank accounts and making it more difficultto move money.
Making it harder for terrorists to recruit people and retain them.
Complicating terrorists’ ability to communicate with each other and move between
countries.
o The Coalition has brought down the Abdul Qadeer Khan natwork.

« The network was trading in nuclear materials and technologies.

» Khanwas the father of Pakistan’s gas cenirifuge program. He was removedfrom his post
as advisorto Pakistan's prime minister for providing nuclear technology, components and
equipmentto Iran, Libya and North Korea.

+ Libyahas come forward and decided to forego weapons of mass destruction.

America Is Safer
» America is safer today than itwas on ,
« Terrorists have been captured and killed and their cells have been disrupted.

« Forty-sixof the 55 most wanted in Iraq - including Saddam Husseinand his sons Uday
and Qusay -- have been capturedor killed.

» Closeto two-thirds of known senior al-Qaeda leaders have been captured or killed.

« Thousands of terrerists and regime remnants in [ragand Afghanistan have been hunted
down, and terrorist cells on most continents have been disrupted.

+ Evenbefore Sept. 11, planswere underwayto transform the Departmentof Defensefrom a
post-Cold War departmentto a 215t century department to betier face new threats.

« The Departmenthas moved from a “threat-basedto a “capabilities-based” approach to
defense planning. This means not just focusing on who might threaten the United States
and where and when, but also how we might be threatened and what capabilities are
needed to deter and defend against those threats.

+ The attacks on Sept. 11 prove the urgent needto transformthe Departmentso it is better
arranged for the threats and difficulties of the new century.

Troop Strength and Length of Stav in Iraq
» The date for bringing home U.S. forces is not calibrated to a calendar, it is
circumstances on the ground and what the
« Ifthe situation in Iragdeteriorates because the Ba'athists and former Saddam elements
become more desperate to stop representative government before the elections in Irag, the
Departmentwill react appropriately.
« Ifthe situationin Iraqimproves and the number of forces could be reduced, the Department
will also consider that alternative.

To readtranscripts of the Secretary’s July 16 interviews, go to transcript section of Defenselink.mil{link)
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New York Times
July 20,2004
Pg. |

Rebuilding Irag, A Well At A Time
By James Glanz.

MOSUL, Traq, July 17- Across the hardscrabble Tragi countryside, dozens of modest
construction initiatives, many so tiny and inexpensive that they could be called
microprojects, are generating at least a taste of the good will that Congress envisioned
when it approved billions of dellars for grandiose rebuilding plans that have mostly been
delayed.

Typical of the little projects is a hole in the ground that was being dug last week by an
ungainly contraption, chugging along with big, spinning wheels and an enormous weight
that smacked the muddy earth again and again outside the isolated village of Khazna,
south of Mosul.

The machine was gouging out a well as part of a civil reconstruction program led by
American military forces stationed here in the north of Iraq, financed mostly by Iraqi oil
revenues.

As a convoy of big armored vehicles picked their way, rut by rut, over the village's
zigzagging lanes toward the well, the dubious scene easily evoked the skepticism that has
dogged the rebuilding effort all over the country.

But then a villager named Rabaa Saleh, standing among the swarms of children who had
run out to meet the vehicles, gave his view of the proceedings.

"It makes people think good things are on the way,” Mr, Saleh said through a translator.
"When this well is done, each time somebody takes a drink of water they will say the
Americans did something good."

Still, while local citizens like Mr. Saleh say they appreciate the work and are willing to
credit Americans for paying for it, they often do not want to see Western faces at the
projects themselves, fearing terrorist attacks and general hostility from ordinary Iraqis. At
a ribbon-cutting for a major school renovation in Mosul on that same morning, the city's
education director refused to invite the American officers who had financed the project.

The man digging the well in Khazna was a Syrian Kurd subcontractor. That project will

cost the United States Army just $35.000 and affect no more than a couple of hundred
lives in a dusty village that has never had its own well.
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It is hardly a match for the ambitious program of $18.4 billion approved by Congress last
fall for rebuilding the Iraqi infrastructure, money funneled largely through nonmilitary
government agencies and major American contractors.

But for various reasons, ranging from the lack of security in Iraq to bureaucratic red tape,
the projects in that huge pot of money have taken so much longer to begin than initially
promised that Traqis - those who have heard about the work at all - often have a hard time
believing that they will ever really happen.

Around Mosul and elsewhere in Iraq, the American military, whether through wisdom or
sheer luck, has hit upon an approach that seems able to overcome that skepticism, at least
locally.

From building a new soil laboratory to making improvements at a famous archaeological
site to repairing a single elevator in a hospital, the projects are all small, fast and
undertaken in response to a highly specific need identified by local Iraqis.

The army here is working on dozens of projects, using about $20 million in financing,
although that number constantly shifts as new sources of money are identified. Until the
new Iraqi government took over on June 28, for example, the projects were financed from
Iraqi oil revenues, and some of that money is still being spent. A little over $5 million,
from the Overseas Humanitarian Disaster and Civic Aid program, is being split among
113 projects involving water supplies, sewers, wells and clinics.

The approach may be generating some of the good will that has been so elusive for
America and its allies in a nation based on identification with neighborhood and clan.
The results also come with the uncomfortable suggestion that the expensive rebuilding
plan approved by Congress may never have the impact that lawmakers envisioned when
they appropriated so much money.

"Atthe end of the day, it is about the small things that touch people’s lives,” said Nesreen
M. Siddeek Berwari, the minister of municipalities and public works in the new Iraqi
government. "The big billions number that has been mentioned doesn't mean much."”

That sentiment certainly seems to hold true at the Nimrud archaeological site, south of
Mosul, where a $28,000 grant to refurbish what remains of an ancient Assyrian capital
has brought it several steps back from garbage-strewn chaos, said Muzamim Mahmoud,
director of the Mosul museum and antiquities director for the province.

Walking proudly among the ancient chambers lined with huge bas-reliefs of kings and
servants and bird-headed gods, Mr. Mahmoud said foreign tourists had visited Nimrud as
recently as 2002. But looting after the American-led invasion last year left behind an
abandoned place with little more than heavy carved stones to mark the glory that once
inhabited this spot.
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The money let Mr. Mahmoud rehabilitate the gate and guardhouse - now manned by Iraqs
security officers - and clean up the entire site and make major repairs on a trailer used by
archaeologists during their digs. Now there are even little pitched sheet-metal roofs over
the carvings to protect them from erosion as Mr. Mahmoud seeks new international
donors for permanent facilities.

"Step by step they need to repair the site for tourists,” Mr. Mahmoud said, "and this
amount of money comes just in time."

Projects in such isolated locations, across a dusty countryside that is still troubled by
killings, bombings and mortar attacks, also illustrate the relative ease with which military
forces can move about in the kind of territory that Western civilian contractors have often
fled, leaving their work unfinished.

Approvals for the projects can take from a few days to a few weeks, said Maj. Wayne
Bowen, a history professor at Ouachita Baptist University in Arkadelphia, Ark., and a
reservist who is overseeing projects that touch on higher education.

But with that speed comes a great reliance on the jJudgment of the Iragis. Most proposals
have been well considered, Major Bowen said. but there have been a few clinkers, like
the time a university professor requested money to buy a pistol.

The informality of the process was evident during a visit by Maj. Glenn Mundt to a
project intended to erect 3 1 electrical transmission towers as part of a plan to. bring power
down from Turkey. Led by Khalaf Dahan Hamoud, chief engineer at the Rashidiya
substation near Mosul, the project was ahead of schedule.

Standing next to a half-assembled tower on a remote hill, Mr. Hamoud casually
mentioned a much larger project that would restore a huge electrical loop in the north that

had been severed years ago.

"Can you give me that project by Tuesday?" Major Mundt said. "Approximately. Within
a couple of million dollars.”

Mr. Hamoud, looking surprised. pointed out again that it was a much larger project than
the one he was about to comiplete.

"Just come up with a basic scope of work," Major Mundt said, "and I'll push it down to
Baghdad."

It was an exchange that the officials in charge of the Congressionally earmarked S18.4
billion could only dream about.

"We have to follow United States contracting laws and procedures,” said John Procter, a
spokesman for the Project and Contracting Office, which is affiliated with the Pentagon
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and the State Department and s adminstering the Congressional money. "That's where [
think some of the frustration is coming from."

Even so, some of the oil money was parceled out by the contracting office in a program
called the accelerated Iraq reconstruction effort, and $500,000 of that money worked its
way through the northern military authorities and into a project to rehabilitate the main

terminal at the Mosul airport.

Amid the pounding of hammers and the bustle of workers tearing down a stained old
drop ceiling, the assistant manager of the airport, who asked to be identified only as
General Muhammad, said there was a $10 million to $20 million project afoot to restore
the entire airfield. But that money would come from Congress, and there had been no
sign of it.

"There is no bureaucratic channel,” General Muhammad said of the $500,000 in
accelerated money. "It will be quick.”

General Muhammad, who asked that no pictures be taken of his face, referred to himself
as "invisible," clearly another reference to the dangers of being identified as a recipient of
American money.

But for all those concerns, the projects are rolling forward, even where the strange
contrivance was pounding away at the ground next to the village of Khazna. The
technician who was running the machine, a Syrian Kurd named Khalid Esa, said he was
within 15 feet of water,
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Miami Herald
July 20,2004

Iraqi Police Show Resilience After Deadly Attack At Station

When insurgents attacked Baghdad's biggestpolice station, killing nine Iraqis, officers
stood their ground instead of running, as they did after a bombing lastfall.

By Ken Dilanian, Knight Ridder News Service

BAGHDAD - Just as nearly 300 police officers were gathering in their station's parking
lot for a shift change Monday morning, a white tanker truck came barreling down a
nearby street, crashed into a brick wall and exploded.

With timing that suggested inside knowledge of police routines, the blast killed nine
Iraqis, including two police officers.,and injured at least 62, the Health Ministry said. It
was the fifth vehicle bombing in the past week, including one suicide attack that narrowly
missed the justice minister -- but killed five bodyguards -- and another that killed 11
people outside the protected area that houses the interim Iraqi government.

After a relatively calm period following the June 28 transfer of sovereignty, the strikes
underscored the insurgency's undiminished resolve to destabilize the country. In a
separate act Monday, militants killed a top official in the Defense Ministry in a drive-by
shooting as he walked to his Baghdad home.

"They don't want security to prevail. They want the chaos to continue," said Officer
Hatham Fawzi, standing where dozens of his colleagues had been wounded.

While some young officers sat speechless, dazed or distraught after the attack, many
expressed a grim determination to continue their jobs.

"Surely this won't shake us." said Sgt. Raad Saad, who left the hospital to return to the
police station despite a bruised leg that he could barely walk on.

Their resilience contrasted with officers' behavior following an attack on the station in
October 2003 -- after which police fled the scene -- suggesting the police force has
matured considerably.

WIDESPREAD DAMAGE

Monday's bomb carved a giant crater at the impact site, and the blast waves devastated
the interior of the al Bayaa police station, Baghdad's largest. Inside the two-story
building, every door was blown off its moorings, every window shattered into bits and
shards. Files lay strewn about and blood spattered the floor.
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In the parking lot beside the crater, 80 police vehicles were damaged, some crushed
beyond recognition. Charred flesh stained the ground.

Although some U.S. military police work in the station, none were there when the bomb
exploded.

The bomber struck around 8:30 a.m., as night-shift officers were returning from patrol
and day-shift officers were receiving their assignments -- all standing together in the
parking lot. Asked about the possibility of an inside tip-off, Col. Khaldoun Abdullah, the
station commander, said: "' Theyhad very accurate information, and I don't want to go
further."

Traqi police officers are a prime target for militants who consider them collaborators.
Hundreds have been shot dead or blown up across the country in the past year.

At nearby Yarmuk Hospital, where most of the injured were taken, every emergency
room bed was filled, and patients were being treated on the floor. Doctors ran short of
sutures and chest tubes,

"I was standing with my colleagues waiting for the morning assignment, when suddenly a
massive explosion happened.” said Officer Ali Subal, 40, his head covered with a
bandage. "'l was thrown to the ground and hit my head on a rock.

"I saw huge smoke and dust in the area. Flames were coming from everywhere. I saw
most of my friends lying on the ground bleeding. I tried to rescue one of them but he was
dead -- something penetrated his chest.”

Muthema Faiz, 23, a patrol officer whose arms had been cut by shrapnel and glass, said:
""We had just arrived at the police station after finishing our patrol. I heard a loud
explosion. I saw a lot of bodies and burned cars. I'm worried about my two friends. 1
couldn't find them."

OCTOBER BOMBING

Sixteen people, including six Iraqi police officers and one U.S. soldier, were killed when
the building was hit by a suicide bomber Oct. 27.

Tall concrete blast shields had been placed at the front of the building, but none were in
the rear, which abuts a street in a residential and business district.

That's where the truck exploded Monday. Although the bomb went off more than 400
feet from the police station, the explosion was large enough that its kill zone reached the

gathering of officers. Police on the scene said 28 officers were wounded.

Also among the dead and injured were residents, shop owners and their patrons.
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"T'was preparing breakfast for my husband, when suddenly my ceiling collapsed on my
head,” said Hayat Abed Ali, 59, who was being treated for head injuries and a broken
arm. Her house also was damaged in the October attack. ' We can't withstand this
situation anymore.”
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US Department of Defense

Talking Points — July 19, 2004 - Troop Strength

Earlier this month, the Army began notifying approximately 5,600 soldiers in the Individual Ready
Reserve (IRR) of their pending mobilization to active duty.

IRR soldiers have completed an active-duty enlistment but they are still within eight years of when
they entered the military. All enlistees agree to an eight-year commitment, usually served in a
combination of active, reserve-componentand IRR service.

Following are talking points on the IRR call up and Army end strength numbers.

» The activation cf several thousand IRR solders will allow the Army to

and spaces in the units called up for Operation Iragi Freedom 3

Freedom 6.

» Havingaccess to IRR soldiers means less disrupticn across the force - it allows the Army
to fill holes in units without having to call up other units simply to make up for shortfalls.

« |IRRis a manpowertool in the Ready Reserve. The IRR is designed to meet the Army’s
individual manpower requirements during times of national emergency.

» There are approximately 111,000 IRR solciers, both officers and enlisted personnel. ;

» Letterswere senton July 6 to 5,674 IRR soldiers; approximately 4,000 will be brought to
active duty.

> Before calling up IRR soldiers, the Army wi [ look first for active Army soldiers who
match the grade and skill requirements needed.
o Mostof the soldiers broughtto active duty will be in the specialties of military intelligence,
engineers, truck drivers and other combat-service support forces.

» The Army recognizes deploying IRR soldiers
« Because generally these families have no access to support systems in place at military
bases or through reserve-componentfamily-readiness groups, the Army has a process in
place to help the IRR families meet their special needs and challenges.
« The soldiers will be given a minimum of 30 days advance notice to report.
o |IRR soldiers will not be involuntarily mobilized if they have returned from a combat zone or
hardship tour within the past 12 months of the notification of possible mobilization.

» Since the terrorist attacks on Sept. 11,2001, the operational tempo for U.S.
increased as troops have helped remove two terrorist regimes,
Husseinand senior al-Qaeda operatives and break up terrorist cells. DoD
long-term initiatives underway to relieve stress on the force and

« Investing in new information-age technologies, precision weapons, unmanned air and sea
vehicles;

» Increasingthe jointness of U.S. forces;

+ Rebalancing the active force and the Guard and Reserves; and

+ (Convertingjobs being performed by military personnelto civilian jobs, thus freeing troops
for military tasks.
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> Increasing “end strength” - or the total number of military personnel — is
solution to reducing the stress on the force.

o The capability of the force is more critical than the number of troops.
» Forinstance, Coalition forces in Iraq defeated a larger adversary with speed, power
and agility, not mass.
» A permanentend strength increase is very likely the slowest, least effective and most
expensive option for increasing capability and reducing stress on the force.
» Because of the time necessary to recruit, train and integrate new troops, the benefits
of increasing end strength will not be felt for some time.
o A permanent increase in end strength would require cuts in other areas, which would
mean less funding for transformational capabilities that will allow DoD to do more with
fewer forces than there are currently.

» The United States can afford the military force necessary to ensure national security,
but end strength is a last, not first, choice.

For more information about the Individual Ready Reserve call up, please link to a July 16 story with
highlights of an interview with Gen. Richard A. Cody, vice chief of staff of the Army, and a June 30
story. Both stories are posted on www.defenselink.mil, the Defense Department's web site. Gen.
Cody’s interview will appear soon on the Pentagon Channel.

Published by the U.S. Department of Defense Office of Public Affairs
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US Department of Defense

Talking Points — July 14, 2004 - Women'’s Progress in Afghanistan

Women have made great progress in post-Taliban Afghanistan -their lives are better, they have more
opportunities, and they are helping to shape their government. Following are highlights.

Afghan women are:
« Receiving better health care.

« Afghanistan has the second highest maternalmortality rate in the world. Italso has a
significantly