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I am forwarding for your consideration a le t ter just received by 
Dave Jones from Genera l Agosti, Air Force member of the ruling junta 
in Argen tina. I think it bears careful reading, because it constitutes 
the clearest statement we have seen from the Argentine leadership on a 
number of points. 

Agosti a s Air Force Commander points out the practical consideration 
of keep i ng his force operationally ready. Clearly he prefers the U.S. 
as the prime source. Agosti as junta member .points out the approaching 
requirement for a hard political decision t turn to Europe for new 
equipment--a decision \•hich would also invol ve considerable monetary 
cost, as well as detracting from our own ef forts to reduce arms trade 
in the hemisphere. Agosti the man expresses deep concern over the 
current course of even t s, encouraging further dialogue aimed at a "new 
current of understanding." 

It is Agosti's call fo r further dialogue wh i ch I see as seeking and 
offering us an opportunity to continue what was started by the Newsom 
mission , which you recommended. I think th i s is encouraging--in sharp 
contras t to the Montes reaction described in Ambassador Castro's message 
(BA 5169). Clearly Agosti represents a mo derate element in the leadership 
closely akin to the approach of President Vldela (BA 5209). Ny vie\oT is 
that we should seize on this opportunity and try to work with Agosti. 

First, I recommend tha t we respond to him promptly, reaffirming our 
own dee concerns and expressing the hope that mutual respect, common 
interes t s and the search for mutual unders tanding will lead to early 
solutions. Second, I believe we must be prepa.red. to assure him .that 
meaningf ul Argentine initiatives, including an opening for the IAHRC 
visit, will be recognized by prompt and positive steps on our part. 
Finally, I believe we should invite Agosti to \-1ashington and hear him 
out. General Allen Hould host the visit. Charles Duncan or I \muld 
find t ime to meet with him, as would Dave Jones. You ··might also \vish 
to rece:Lve him, countering the Montes charge that GOA officials are 
slighted in Washington. 
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I hope you will agree t o this approach, and will so advise me at your 
very ea r l iest convenien ce. I am available t o discuss this further if 
you wis h. 

Attachment 
a/s 

Si nce rely, 
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BUENOS AIRES , June 29th 1978. 

bear General Jones: 

Deeply concerned ith the development of the re 

lations bet"1een our Governments, I ave .considered convenient to 

let you know these opinions on the · matter . 

I have taken into account for this the true com
munica ·tion that we have established in oux: previous meetings, iden 

tifie by the true vocation characteristic of an authentic milita

ry ma , and conscious of our respons ibility on decisions of the 

outmos t importance for our countries . 

The present situa tion of the relationship betwee 

our c ountries is not encouraging and it is hard for me to clearly 

under s t and the meaning of the policy of the United States towards 

Argen t ina. 

In all the f~elds it is essential to know where 

our f r iends and enemies are. Above the difference in some importar 

cases , mos.t of the Argentine have believed in the friendship of yc 

countr y, based on the defense of mt<t ual values •. 

But beyond those considerations, we have believe 

to fi nd the existence of common in t erests on which we could bufld 
.. 

up our relationship. We haven't asked special favors or concessior 
but only to work within a frame of mutual respect. 

We could even un C:i.erstand your indiference towarc 
us. But we cannot do it in front o f an attitude that sometimes seE 

harder than that bestowed to poten t ial enemies. 
we think we are r eally. understanding and ready 

exchange ideas. Ne vertheless we cannot accept impositions on deci· 
sions that are on l y ours; that woul.d mean to give up a principle 1 

sovere ingty always claimed by our countries .. 
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. The continuity of present conditions will unfortuna

tely l e ad to a resta tement of Argen tine position towards the-United 

States . Anyhow, up t o this point, the damage caused to our trust 

in yow:· country '""ill be very difficul t to repair. 

As you know, dear General, as military men, we have 
the unavoidable responsibility of being permanently prepared for 
the fu l fillment of our mission. 

For that reason, it is particularly serious not to 

count t oday with guaranties in order to be able to keep in working 
condit -' ons the material acquired in ·the u.s. 

Therefore the Air Forc e will not be able to neglect 
in the future the need to resort in a higher d~gree to other sourcE 
for its equipment. 

we·are looki~g forwar to the surging of a new cu

rrent o f understand ing that will str engthen the relations between 
· our Governments. 

Because I believe in t hat possibility, because I wis 

to rema in confiden t in that result, because reasonable conditions 

are given to that end, it has b~en my wish to let you know my CO£ 

cern f or the presen t situation. 

\'Hshi ng you success i n- your ardous functions and 

your pe rsonal happ i ness, I remain, 

Si:1 cerely yours, 

-~--------~ 



=: [GHET Rt8f0 P. il 

/I.SSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
WASHINGTON . D.C. 20301 

INTERNATIONAl 

SECUR ITY AFFAIRS 

DECLASSIFIED IN FULL 
Authority: EO 13526 
Chief, Records & Declass Dlv, WHS 
Date: JAN 1 2 2018 

MEMORAN DUM FOR THE SEC RETARY OF DEFENSE 

SUBJECT : Military Rel a tions With Argentin a 

1 3 JUL 1970 
In reply refer to : 
1-20·142/78 

We - cont i nue to look fo r ways to take advan t ~ ge of whatever momentum 
we have gained toward t he resolution of fun damental problems with 
Argenti na. I firmly be lieve we did gain some ground through the 
State/DoD mission to Argentina, although it has been a daily battle 
to foll ow through for t angible results. As you know, the matter of 
a visit by the IAHRC i s stl 11 being negotia t ed between the GOA and 
the Com~ ission. Indica tions from the Argen t ine Army and Air Force 
are encouraging; from t he Navy through Fore i gn Minister Montes--a 
Navy ma n- -the outlook i s most pessimistic. Attached are two messages 
from Ambassador C~stro relating his conver s tloris with Army Chief 
of Staf f Viola (President Videla 1 s alter ego) and with the Foreign 
Ministe r . I think the messages reveal the very deep divisions within 
the Jun t a and the lack of communication be tween them (TAB B). 

Two of t he three junta members appear to be trying desperately to 
avoid a break with the U.S. Admiral Mass era , the political spoiler , 
is maki <1 g it extremely difficult. Somehow I believe we must take full 
advant at e of our openi ngs with the moderat e elements if we are to 
achieve important gains in human rights, arms control and other 
import an t interests. 

General Agosti, the Ai r Force Commander an Air Fo rce member of the 
Junta, as written to Dave Jones (TAB C) b2r ing hi s soul on the whole 
complex issue and calling for additional d i a logue a imed at mutual 
unders tanding and finding solutions. I be l ieve th i s represents an 
opport un ity which we should not pass up. In addit ion to providing a 
prompt and positive response to his lette r , I beli eve ·we should invi·te 
Agosti t o Washington to meet with us--you o r Charl es, General Jones, 
Genera l Allen and pos s ibly Secretary Vance -- -to con t inue the efforts 
which we have started . 
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I recomme nd that you sign the letter to Sec retary Vance, next under, 
proposi ng t~e Agosti visit. 

COORDINAT ION: 

Chairma n, Joint Chiefs of Staff 

• Chief o f Staff, USAF 

~ , o-1\f I 9~7 .--QLUJA\.L-1 } l~ "'\ 
. . 

David E. McCiffert 
Assist ant Secretary of Defense 
lntern ;: tional Security Aff«irs 
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Military Relations with Argentina -
SUMMARY (Describe briefl v rho requirement, ·bec lcSround find aclfon recommende·1): 

L. O.i, N()_· : . , 

J:201~2/78 
CURRENT SIJ5PENIE CATE: 

ORIGIN: General Agosti, Arsentio; Air fprce Command er and member of the Junta, 
has written to Ge neral Jones expessing his concerns over the course of events in 
our bilateral re la tions, po1nt1no out the oractical cons1derat10n o_f keep1ng h1s 
Air Force operat ional, and pleading for a continuati on ot the dla)ogue a1mea. 
at finding solut i_~ns. ·· · 

ProRosed 1 et ter to SECDEF forwards a 1 etter Lrltended to ca 11 -.S_ecretary Vance 1 s 
attention to the letter and seek1ns SECSTATE agreement for an invitat1on to 
Aqostt to &2me tg Wasbjngton as an eamc:st gf U.S. i r;terest ln reaching mutual 
underst~ding. a e 

PURPOSE: Obtain _ISA approval on the packase to SECD EF. -
COORDINATION: C~a irman, JCS; Chief of Staff Air Force 

RECOMMENDATION: That ASD(ISA) sign 

SCQ 
NO 

X 
X 

IH.U .JiNAL CO ORDINATION 

ASSISTANT SECRET ARY , 
EXECUTIVE OfF IC ER II /JI• J xo 
RECOROS ~~ CON T ROL;r 1, 1 RC 

PRIN Cl P A.L ASSI ST ANT So\ 

OIR,LAWOFSEA T F LS 

Of:P FOR MCIITO TO 

SPEC ASST FOR C ONG REI. PS 

PRINCIPAL OASP D 
MII.ITARY ASST _ ... ~.M 

SPEC ASST TO PD ASO DT 

OIR, FMR AFFAIRS IF 

.&ST FOR AOMINI S TRofiTION AO 

X DASD FOk EA&PAC AFF/ lA 
DIR, EA6PAC RE G AD 

O.UO EUR&HATO AF F E 
OIR, EUR.I'aNATO h F F ED 

X DIR, I.A REGION lA 

DASD HE, AF&SA AFF 

DIR, NE&SA REO HE 
OIR, AFRICAN R E G H.t 

I NITIAL 

JQ 111/2. . 
l ~l TERNAL COORDINA'TIOtf INITIAL PATE 

[)ASt>-P/Pi.. &tUC AFF p 
OIR, P / P \. IINSC AFF PO 
DEP DI R, NSC AFF PH 
OIR, Iol BI' ~ TF PF 

PASO -IN T'L ECOH & PWIMIA UF s 
DIRECT O R., lEA BO 
OIR, ST •'• 0 IT 

PRINCI P AL AOV (PW/MJAl PW 
DASD FO R SA M 

OI'R, S A "' LAN$ II POLICY MD 
PLANS b F>ROGRAMS OIV MP 

POLICY t:jiV Mlol 

DE F SC: T'o' ASST AGCV 

OIRECTP ~ T 

OEP DI R TO 

SPEC ASST 11) 

COMPT ROLL.ER TC 

OIR FO P. SALES NEG TS 

COORDIHA'TION OUTSIDE !SA (Continue on reverse) 

I' ,,. 

A.C TI VITY 

~ NAME, _DI~,~~~~:&· , r.: y~;;~~·IONA 1' URE OF ORIGINATINCO OFFCCI J. l.. : 

COL JA~S C. THOMAS, OASD/ISA- IA, X-53607 

so PREVIOUS E DI TIONS OF TJoil5 FORM ARE 08 ~ 0\.ETE. 

\INITIAl. I O,t,TE 

I I 
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