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US Mi.ll.tary Presence in Argentina (U) 

1. ....,._I have revie\'>'ed once again the question of US 
military presence in Argentina, including the recent 
tragic events in that country and the 13 March letter 
to you from Acting Secretary Ingersoll. In light of 
all the facts, my conclusion remains that reduction of 
US military strength below present levels is unjustified 
and would render the Group incapable of adequately 
performing its mission~: . -
2. ~After r~viewing the reasons set forth by the 
Department of State, both in past efforts to·reduce our 
posture and in Mr. Ingersoll's latest letter, I sti~l 
find no compelling rationale for a further reduction of 
US military presence in Argentina. 

3. ~Many of Mr. Ingersoll's conclusions are.based 
upon facts that may well pertain to other parts of our 
mission in Buenos Aires, but have limited, if any, 

·application to the military. It has not· been our inter
pretation of the messages corning from Argentina that the 
military have been singled out as being in a "high risk 
category." Our reading of the reports would indicate 
the reverse. The Defense Intelligence Agency, on assess
ments made from reports from the Attache Office \n Buenos 

·Aires, concurs in. this assessment. 
• • 4. ...,. The fact remains that the .military is frequently -

called upon to accept- high ri~k assignments as a necessary 
aspect: o! .military serv-ice. For the·united States military 
to retrea_t in the face of a terrorist threa.t would, in my 
opinion, cause·a more serious breach-in our military-to-
militar::,r relations with the Argent.i,nes th~ft "the disservice 
done to the Ambassador by one department not reducing ft_ts 
complement proportionately. I continue to question whether 
the proper response, particularly the response -by the US 
Armed F'orcas to a terrorist threat, is. "to diminish the 

"' number of- targets. • . . " . Likewise, I cannot accept -the 
conjecture that should a kidnapping or assassination of a 
US military officer· or en lis ted mart:. in Argen:t~fia- occur; 
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' / ·it··would evolve eve~/greater diplomatic and political 
complications than a 'terrorist act against a US civilian 

.... ~.. }>ecause of the possible implications of a US military 
.I involvement in Argentina ... 

...... 
5. .....,.. Finally, ·while the technique of reducing the numDer 
of exposed targets may be useful as a co'untermeasure to an 

· indiscriminate area threat, such as represented by a rocket 
attack, this measure is inappropriate for the type of threat 
posed in Argentina - the kidnapping of specifically targeted 
individuals. · 

' 6. ~ In .summary, I recommend strongly that we not reduce 
the current military p;~sence in Argentina. 
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