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OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20301 

1. 8 S£P 1975 
INTIItNAnOHAL SECUitiTY AffAIRS In reply refer to: 

1-25084/75 

' • .,DI' 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY FOR INTER-AMERICAN 
AFFAIRS, DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

SUBJECT: Proposed Award of· the Legion of . Merit (Degree of Officer) 
to RADM Jose Angel ALVAREZ, Argentine Navy 

The Department of the Navy has proposed the award of the Legion 
of Merit (Degree of Officer) to RAOM Jose Angel ALVAREZ, 
Argentine Navy, in recognition of his exceptionally meritorious 
conduct in the performance of outstanding services whil~ 
serving as Naval Attache to the Embassy of Argentina in the 
United States during the period February 1973 to January 1974. 

It is requested that the enclosures be reviewed and that this 
memorandum be signed in the space provided below if you concur 
in the award and the wording of the citation. 

•• 

Enclosure 
Memorandum for SecDef 
w/3 .Enc 1 osu res 

;;&~w.Q~ 
DAVID W. QUANT 
Acting Director 
Inter-American Region 

Department of State Concurs~- : . t/:o:flr_r-
ord1ng o Citation Approve • , w • f -==.~ -- • Oat 

Department of State Objects: ________ _ 
See Separate Comments 

DECLASSIFIED IN FULL 
Authority: EO 13526 
Chief, Records & Declass Div, WHS 
Date: DEC 2 8 2017. 

Date ,. 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 203!50 

9 September 1975 

SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

Subj: Award of the Legion of Merit (Degree of Officer) to RADM Jose 
Angel ALVAREZ, Argentine Navy -- ACTION MEMORANDUM 

Ref: (a) DOD DlR 1005.12 of 17 Oct 68 (Armed Forces Decorations 
for Foreign Military Personnel) 

Encl: (1) Background data 
(2) Citation 
(3) Certificate 

In accordance with the provisions of reference (a), enclosure 
(1), a recommendation for the award of a Legion of Merit, Degree of 
Officer, to Rear Admiral Jose Angel ALVAREZ, Argentine Navy, is for­
warded for your approval. The proposed award to Rear Admiral 
ALVAREZ is in recognition of his exceptionally meritorious conduct 
in the performance of outstanding services while serving as Naval 
Attache to the Embassy of Argentina in the United States during the 
period February 1973 to January 1974. The United States Ambassador 
to Argentina and the United States Defense Attache, Buenos Aires, 
concur in the presentation of this award. 

It is recommended that this award, if approved, be presented 
in Argentina as determined by the United States Naval Attache, 
Buenos Aires. 

If the award meets with your approval, it is requested that 
enclosures (2) and (3) be signed. 

DECLASSIFIED IN FULL 
Authority: EO 13526 • 
Chief, Records & Declass Div, WHS 
Date: DEC 2 8 2017 

Ou- -,- ... .~. ......... (.!:. 
J. William ~1iddendorf II 
Secretary of the Navy 

~ ...... ~ ... .....;,....... __ ~ 
______ .. ~--~_7'l~!Fl __ : _____ _ 

·- -- -- ---



OEPARTMENTOFTHENAVY 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20350 
SECNAV 
NDBDM/DHS/nj s 
Ser: 0066 

2 • SEP 1975 

.(!!!!';:Tw~,._h,~li !ell • 

FIRST ENDORSEMENT on CNO ltr Ser 0091/890362 of 21 August 1975 

From: 
To: 

Subj: 

Senior Member, Navy Department Board of Decorations and Medals 
Chief of Naval Personnel 

Legion of Merit in the Degree of Officer; recommendation for case 
of Rear Admiral Jose Angel ALVAREZ, Argentine Navy 

1. Readc;tressed and forwarded for processing. 

2. The Navy Department Board of Decorations and Medals recommends 
approval and has recorded the subject award. 

DECLASSIFIED IN FULL 
Authority: EO 13526 
Chief, Records & Declass Div, WHS 
Date: DEC 2 8 2017 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY 
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 203SO 
IN III~I..Y IIIE,.Eit TO 

Ser 009L/S90362 
2 1 AUG 1975 

NO l!Ui&IGN bl§§£M (blid!&S~!~i'?d ape22 BIMisai: sf 
euels 1ftt 1!hz a agl ( Et ) 

From: Chief of Naval Operations 
To: Secretary of the Navy (Navy Department Board of 

Decorations and Medals) 

Subj: Legion of Merit; recommendation for (U) 

Encl: (1) Pro~osed citation for RADM Jose Angel Alvarez 
(2) USDAO msg 101620Z Jul 75· 
(3) CNO msg ' 271847Z Jun 75 
(4) DIA ltr ser 5/NFD - 62944/DS-6 of 26 Dec 74 
(5) DIRNAVINSERV ltr ser Ul445 of 20 May 74 
(6) Biographic data on RADM Alvarez 

1. It is recommended that the Legion of Merit, Degree of 
Officer, be presented to Rea~ Admiral Jose Angel Alvarez, 
Argentine Navy. The u.s. Ambassador to Argentina and his 
country team concur with this recommendation. 

2. Rear Admiral Alvarez distinguished himself through 
exceptionally meritorious service from February 197~ to 
January 1974, while serving in Washington, D.C. as the 
Naval Attache to the Embassy of Argentina. Throughout 
this period, Rear Admiral Alvarez's untiring efforts 
reinforced the strong bonds of mutual trust and respect 
which exist between the Argentine Navy and the u.s. Navy. 
His keen understanding of the importance of cooperation 
between the two services furthered the mutual goals of 
both navies. Serving as an effective spokesman of his 
government, Rear Admiral Alvarez · sought and maintained an 
energetic and informative dialogue with representatives of 
the Department of the Navy which consistently lent itself to 
a frank exchange of opinions and perspectives of great 
value to the u.s. Navy and contributed significantly to the 
usefulness of Free-World sea power as an instrument for 
hemispheric security. His exceptional devotion to duty 
and exemplary professional competence are in the _highest 
tradition of the Argentine Navy. 

3. It· is anticipated that the a\-Jard, if approved, will be 
presented by the u.s. ~assador in Argentina or his 
designated representative. 

DECLASSIFIED IN FULL 
Authority: EO 13526 · 
Chief, Records & Declass Div, WHS 
Date: DEC 2 8 Z017 .'. t · , • ~ • • r : 11 '· . • ' IV 
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Page determined to be Unclassified 
Reviewed Chief, RDD, WHS 
lAW EO 13526, Section 3.5 
Date: DEC 2· 8 2017 

PROPOSED CITATION TO ACCOMPANY THE AWARD OF 

THE LEGION OF MERIT 

(DEGREE OF OFFICER) 

TO 

REAR ADMIRAL JOSE ANGEL ALVAREZ 

ARGENTINE. NAVY 

• 

For exceptionally meritorious conduct in the perfo.rmance of 

outstanding servi~e from February 1973 I to January 197'41 while 

serving in Washington, D.C. as the Naval Attache to the Embassy of 
. . 

· Argentina,. Throughout this period I Re~r Admiral Alvarez has 

consistently served as an effective. s~ok:esman. · of his government and 

bas 'distinguished ' himself throughhisooncer:ted efforts to 

~stablish and maintain an incisive and"informative di?tlog~e with 

rep~eseritatives of the Department of _--ehe NavY' ~eg:ardinq __ matters of 

• 

. . . : . . . 

···-mutua1 naval . interest. His keen un4er~tanding ·of the importance of · .. 
I 

'· l 
~ .... , I - . 

. ·-·· ... "· ~: · .. . ' 

. _. qo6peration betWeen;- the two navies ·· has .· :t:esult~d j.n .. a fr~k --exchange I 
l - . . .. ,_,... . .. .. . .. : r 

. ,Q.f .. opi.nions and · per:spectives wbj.;ch .. Mv~·:bee.n ·o.f inestima~le value. tQ . :· __ ._ :'1.-
. . ' ::.-. _· ...• · .. ... . . · ·.... . ' : -. .. . . .. ;, .. :..: -;_ -_. ;; , , ·. ' . ' . '- .. . · .. f· 

· ~~ ,el~- :·u .. s: ' Navy ~u1d have contributed,. J;'!iri~fiOantly . to -the usefuln~ss _(f.t · · .. · · .-:J 
: ... ·c·-· . ·," .. , ... . .. .' .. . . . : ·. .. .-. · . : .• ~.. .. .. .. . . .~ . . ... ..J. 

--~ ··' - ~mli.!~~--~~terq.~ -$eapaw~r. as ~ ~s-~~~¥:~~f . ~~~:Ls~ner~c- . security . and· .: .. ' ~-- :~. : -~ur 
:~, -~~kt:i~ · p~ace. Re~ AQ.nu.ral: AlvaJ:e~~'·@.;:~_ept~Qnal devot1on to duty 1 .. / .. ':'i .-
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L M. ESSAGE ***** . -/A ***NAVY DEPARTf~F..i·l 
~~--:==================~============================-~-~-
FJllT r•tr 
R 101620Z JUL 75 FM·---· 
1!~ I U [J 1 II I! t\ S if DC COMNAVlNTCUM ALEX VA 

e zt lfn'\:M[zfid JUL 75 

SU:.J: ! [L:i.li~ U!- I•I[:P !1 A~rt\R[l (U) 
P[~: A, CND 271844Z JUN 75 
flo c;;u 27~iJ47l JUN 7'J 
L (P;'IJFSJ?At1BA5SADOB. AND- CUNCUR wiTH OF.SJ~f\~ILITV 
rF AWA~DING LEGION OF MERIT TO PERSONNEL STATED REFS A & 8, 
pr,:·''--'r~. t,fJ-:-!·J[R I\MOASSADOR NOR KfHJ~J THESE nrFICrP.c; 
SINC~ BOTH HAVt BEEN IN A RETIRED STATUS SINCE RETURNING 

.. lP /.:~ct.lnP'A;. 

2. Jrlli;' t. ,JJ .. ,l f.sEST OF KNOWleDGE INDIVIOUJ\LS HJ\VE NOT Mf.OF 
S7J\TD1ENTS OR FN&AG(:D IN ACTIVITY THJ\T t~IGHT EM!'ARRASS uS 
Gli\/T SllnULf) AW1\RIJ BE MADEo 
3o (Uj BliJ oAT!~ I1N TtiESE OFFICERS IS CURRENTo 
4. H APPJ(OVEO M1BASSADOR WOULD BE PLEASfD TD HIJLO CfRfMUNY 

·IN E''BI1 SSY fH:SIOlNCE. 
-a411.1J .. cc oz 7 

' · n ' :. 2 ; " .. f\ <.. ;· 

DECLASSIFIED IN FULl · 
Authority: EO 13526 . 
Chief, Records & Declass Div, WHS 
Date: DEC 2 8 2017 
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.:~.I. ··-------- ---·---- ------ --·· 
FROM: CNO WASHINGTON DC 

TO: 

INFO DIA WASHINGTON DC 

COMNAVINTCOM ALEXANDRIA VA 

j'l;. IUtZI 1 I " I • 2 Nih Okii y 11'!01650// 

. ':...~· :~IOi\ Of fiERIT AWARD {U} 

FE P'§Pb RADM JOSE ANGEL ALVAREZ, AR NAVY IS BEING CONSIDERED 

~FOR A LEGION OF MERIT AWARD <DEGREE OF OFFICER} FOR HIS SERVICE AS 
I 

:N~VAL tTTACHE, WASH DC FM FEB 73 TO JAN 74. 
i 
;2. {U} RtQ AMBASSADOR AND SY MSG REGARDING THE 

~DESIRABILITY OF PRESENTING SUBJ AWARD. MSG SHOULD INCLUDE REMARK 
! 
10N W~EihER OR NOT INDIVIDUAL HAS MADl S~A~iMENTS OH ENGAGCD lN 
'· 
jACTIVITV THAT MIGHT EMBARASS u.s. GOVT SHOULD THE AWAR~ BE GIVEN· 

l3- Ill!@ IJPI1 REQ YOU PROVIDE DIA WITH UPDATED BIO-DATA ON . 
lRA~M JOSE ANGEL ALVAREZ. 
I 

l tjbQ •• 
s I DECLASSIFIED IN FUll 
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• Authority: EO 13526 · 
Chief, Records & Declass Div, WHS 
Date: DEC 2 8 2017 
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DEFENSE INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 
·WASHINGTON. D.C. 20301 

,.M; 'ITril 6 2 9 4 4 /DS- 6 

TO: Chief of Naval Operations 
Department of the Navy 
ATTN: OP09B 
Washington, ·D. c. 20380 

SUBJECT: Legion of Merit Award 

Ref~rence: Your letter, Ser 009L/C15249, dated 10 December 1974, 
subject as above. 

1. The Defense Intelligence Agency concurs in the award of 
the Legion of Merit (Degree of Officer) to the following 
Naval officers: 

~Rear Admiral Jose A. Alvarez,-Argentina 
Rear Admiral Alan G. McFarlane, Australia 
Rear Admiral Reginald J. Pickford, Canada 
Vice Admiral Luis'Eberhard, Chile 
Rear Admiral Wang Hsi-ling, China 
Captain Manuel Torres, Columbia -
Rear Admiral Aurelio Maldonado, Ecuador 
Vice Admiral Andre R. Gelinet, France-­
Commander Christos Douzinas, Greece . 
Captain Yasuhiro Tarnagawa, Japan­
Commodore Hong Ki-Kyong, Korea 
Vice Admiral Carlos Valenzuela, Mexico 
Vice Admiral Arce Larco, P~ru 
Co~ander Jose Marcal Ferraz, Portugal 
Rear Admiral Angel L. Liberal, Spain -
Captain Lennart Nils Lindgren, Sweden­
Rear Admiral Ifran Tinaz, Turkey 

2. Based upon a review of intelligence and security files 
there is no information currently available to indicate that 
presentation of the awards to these individuals would either 
depreciate the deco~ations or embarrass the u~s. Government. 

DECLASSIFIED IN FUU. 
Authority: EO 13526 
Chief; Records & Declass Div, WHS 
Date: DEC 2 8 2017 
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FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. 

From: 
To: 

Director, Naval Investigative Service 
Chief of Naval OPerations (OP-009L) 

I"'Af'~LY PHI .. ~(> 

.NIS-27A/jb 
3850 
Ser U 11(15 

S~bj: Counterintelligence records check; request for 

Ref: {a) OP-009L !·1e~o Ser C96-74 of 22 Apr 1974 

1. Reference (a) req~ested a counterintelligence records check 
on eight foreign Naval officers being consid~red · for the Legion 
of Heri t. 

2. Appropriate records checks were conducted at agencies of the 
Seat of Government and at this Service with no derogatory infor­
mation being developed. 

Page determined to be Unclassified 
Reviewed Chief, RDD, WHS 
lAW EO 13526, Section 3.5 
Date: DEC 2 8 2017 
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DECLASSIFIED IN PARi 
Authority: EO 13526 
Chief, Records & Declass Div, WHS 
Date: DEC 2 8 2017 ARGENTn-rA BIOGRAPl!IC DATA 

Rea.r Adm. (Ret) Jose Angel ALV:.I\REZ 
December 1?74 

(U) NAME: Rear Adm (Ret) Jose Angel AJ.ya.rez 
(A..BL-va:il-res.s), ~;avy. 

(U) POSITION: Retired since Dec 1973. 

(I; 'I•) I SIG1TFICAUCE: A line officer, Rear Adm 
Alvarez had r!lanj· co~~r:-.unicaticns ·and scientific 
billets, both ashore &"ld a:floa.t, and uas considered 
one of the Argentine Navy's experts on the 
Antarctic. He is a very ~ntelli~ent person ~"1d : 
received his Master's of Science Degree frcra Texas 
A&M University. He was for~ed to retire wh~n 
former President Juan Domingo Peron selected a 
junior Rear Admiral ever him and several other 
Admirals to be Commander General of the Navy • 

'1 'tR) ' I POLITICS: 

as 
Naval A and Navy Delegate to the Inter-American Defense Board~ in the U. 3.: 
graduated from th~ u.s. Na~Tal War College, Nev;rport, Rhode Is:i.and, a..."ld has 
travelled officially to the u.s. and to Norw~. 

~;'n~ Internal: Rear Adm Alvarez has been reticent abcut comnenting 
on domestic :politics, but has stated a need for Argentina. to cec(Y.lle rr.o:::-e 
self suffici~nt. In Jan 1973 he allegedly was strongly anti-Peronist. 

4&;'tM~ PERSONft~ DATA: 

(u) Birth: 

E''? Ff L!!IG?t B IOfiEitl .. ( \ 1 ~)· "1' ) • ) 
,~, ,..,.,.._.,) 
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·' . . . ~ ARGENTINA 
Rear Adm (Ret) Jose Angel. ALVAP.EZ 

December 1974 

*f'81'tlili} Description: Caucasian. Medium, slender build (5'6"-5'811
, 

145-155 lbs); [;recn eyer:,, brm:'TI thinning hair; wears a mustache; strong 
willed industrious· demeanor. 

(U) Languages: Native Spanish, excellent English, good Italian, 
fair French, poor German. 

(U) Religion: Roman Catholic (practicing). 

(U) Decorations: Not koo-;m. 

(U) CH'IL EDUCATION: University of Buenos Aires, Buenos Aires, Argentina 
(Mar 1953-Dec 1955), receiving Bachelor's of Science Degree in meteorology. 
Texas 1\&t\f University, College Station, Texas {Sept 1962-July 1963), 
receiving Master's of Science Degree. 

( U) CAP.EER: 

1941-1945 

1946 
1947 
1948 
1949 
1950 
l951 

1952 

DECLASSIFIED IN PART 
. Authority: EO ll526 

-Cadet, Naval Academy, R!o Santiago :r-h.va.l Base, Ja~ 
194:1..-July 1945. Commissioned Passed Hidshipn:.an, 
31 July 1945. 

-Assistant Navigation Officer, cruiser ~~·~entina. 
-Assistant Gunnery Officer, destroyer La Rioja. 
-Executive Officer, sea tug Ona. 
-Turret Officer, cruiser Almirante Brown. 
-Communications Officer, t:mker P. C. Gu.eth. 
-Of'f'icer in charge, naval .:1ctaclu~,ent. StuJ.a:1t, Eaval 
Postgraduate School, P1:erto Bel [;:: :'1.!10. 

-Assistant Cc::.l.'lUnic::d.;ions ()ffi-::~n·, ~r·<.iscr I.'l. :~"'21 ~ '-·~: . 
Officicl vLsi.t to r!or.·r::.y to vj:::i.l i~lt•.) Hc.,r·.:;: :-..-."2.. ~t: 

Im;titute:, .J·..:..1y. 

T:-cn.i.r.in~ C..tf:~\ .. ~ .. .t·, ~.!.·t:·~r·"'l' · ~ .• !' .. ~) ~ ) .·-~.:_:_:·~· 

-Com:m.mic·:.tl,,!·:s C'fflcC):, c···~t.; · :!' !,:t 1.!' .•. 1;i.:'".< .• 
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1955 

1956-1957 

1958 

1959 
1960 
1961 

1962 
1962-1963 

1963 

1964-1965 

1965-1966 

1966 

1967-1968 

1968-1969 

1969 
1970 
1971 
1973 

---- - -------- -- --- - - -

~C:OP-JPf])Efl'F1 ir t. 
-€8f4fi8ENTIAL _ .a.l1; • 

ARGENTINA 
Rear Adm (Ret) Jose Angel ALVAREZ 

Deceriiber 19'74 

-Chief, Antarctic Division, N&.val 'Hydrographic Service, 
Buenos Aires. 

-Areentinc Representative, L"1ternational .Ant~ctic Weather 
Center, Antarctica. Official visit to u.s. to visit 
weo.ther bureaus, Aug-Oct 1956. Promoted to Lt Cdr, 
31 Dec 1956. Member, "wintered:-over party", Antarctica, 
Dec 1956-Feb 1957. 

-Assigned to the Buenos Aires Weather Center, Naval 
Hydrographic Service, Buenos Aires. 

-student, ("~neral Course, Na,ral War School, .Buenos Airl3s. 
.. -Commander, research vessel Capi tin Ca!lena. 
-Executive Officer, destroyer Buenos Aires. Promoted to 
Cdr, 31 Dec 1961. ! 

-Instructor, Navv.J. War School. 
-Student, Texas A&M Universit,y, College Station, Texas, 
Sept 1962-Aug 1963, e~ning Master's of Science Degree. 

-Assigned to the Technical Section, Naval Hydrogrephic 
Service, Buenos Aires. 

-Officer in charge, Scientific Division, R1o de 1& ?1&ta 
Survey Project, ~~ava.l Hydrographic Service. 

.. commander, icebreaker General San Mart:Ln and COIIll:lander 
of the Antarctic Group. 

-Executive Officer, cruiser 9 de Julio. Promoted to 
Capt, 31 Dec 1966. · 

-Technical Secretary, Naval HYdrographic Service, 
Buenos Aires. 

-Student, liavo.l Command Course, U.S. :-Javal t·Jar College, 
Newport, Rhode Island, A:,J.f; 1968-June 1~.{;9. 
-Comma~der, cruiser 9 de J~io. 
-C0mmsnder, 2d De~troyer Division. 
-Promoted to Raar A&n, Sl Dec 1971. 
-Naval Attache and Navy Delegate, Inter~~~erican Defense 
Board, Washing~on, B.C., Feb-Dec. Also a~credited us 
.Naval Attacmf !:o OttaK·.~, C::m:::uh. .A.ttenq.ed 3d ;rnt~rr.atioa::.l 
Maritime Sympositun, i·le~·r.rort, Rhode Islar.d, Oct. 

-Retired f:cow Dec 1~173. 

. ., 
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CITATION TO ACCOMPANY THE AWARD OF 

THE LEGION OF :MERIT 
(DEGREE OF OFFICER) 

TO 

REAR ADMIRAL JOSE ANGEL ALVAREZ 
ARGENTINE NAVY 

For exceptionally merjtorious conduct in the performance of out­
standing service from February 1973 to January 1974 while serving in 
Washington, D. C. as the Naval Attache to the Embassy of Argentina. 

Throughout this period, Rear Admiral Alvarez consistently served 
as an effective spokesman of his government and distinguished himself 
through his concerted· efforts to establish and maintain an incisive and 
informative dialogue with representatives of the Department of the Navy 
regarding matters of mutual naval interest. His keen understanding of 
the -importance of cooperation between the two navies resulted in a frank 
exchange of opinions and perspectives which were of inestimable value 
to the U. S. Navy~"and contributed significantly to the usefulness of multi­
lateral seapower as an instrument of hemispheric security and world 
peace. 

Rear Admiral Alvarez's exemplary professional competence, dy­
namic leadership, and exceptional devotion to duty reflected great credit 
upon himself and were in the highest traditions of the Argentine Navy. 

-- . 
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