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OFFICE OF THE ASSISTAt4T SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20301 

t5 MAY 1975 

-!~.-

IHTEI!NATIONAL SECiiliTY AFFAIU In reply refer tot 

... 

1-5330/75 . 

o'-10~ 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE DEPUTY ASS I STANT SECRETARY FOR INTER-AMERICAN 
AFFAIRS, DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

SUBJECT: · Proposed Award of the L.egfon of Merit (Degree of Officer) 

The Department of .the Air Force proposes the award of the Legion of . 
Merit (Degree of Officer) to Major &eneral Higinio ·G.onzalez;· Argentine 
Air Force, in ' recognition of his outstanding servi<::es as Air 
Attache., Embassy of Argentina 1 Washington; D.C.~ from .~2 January 1974 
t~ 27 January 1975. ~ · 

it is requested that the enclosures be reviewed and that this 
memorandum be -signed in the space provided below if you concur 
in the award and the wording of the citat-ion.. · 

. f . . f Def s v.s.c. §S.S.t ·-
.office o the S!?cretary o ense ...J. _ .{SI<;!?.ED} 
Chief, RDD, j:SD, W!IS I . . . -

. Date: 2BDU2..011 Authority: EO 13526 ~EORGE- M. WAL.LACE 
Declassify: X Deny in Full: ·t1aJpr Gen·e~a1, USA 
Declassify in Part: • .. D i r~c~or . • . • 
Rcasoo: - · tnter-Am~r 1 can Re~p on . . . 
M:DK • 11 ·-M- .2.08! 

-
- .. .· DECLASSIFIED IN FULL 

-J;nclpsures_ 
DAF Memo for SecDef 

· · :Authority: EO 13526 . . · · · 
Chief~ Records & Declass Div, \VHS- , . 

· - w/4~, fnc 1 osti res · ·Date: . DEC 2· 8 2017 

Qepartment of State Concur~ _: ........... -·.-..,..·--..,------.......---
Pate · 

Oepar:.tment of State Ohje.cts·:--...~·: ~· ....,-·. ··-'·' _;.___~-
.~,- --·: .· . ... . 

·, ... · : ...... ·. Date :-
. --· ·- - -··· 

•.• • · • · :: - -' · ·- f 
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•· - . - --:~-:"':. .. 'r· . 

.. . . . . . -
· ·· ·-:-··· · :-.·"'"' '""":""· - :- '"" ..... 

-· ..... :-: . - V)/4£: -~-~--;, ·, ·r·· 2 I l SfL!IU&irfJF 
.· . ~- - . nau m i s ~ z4(s , l • n 

..: ..... · ··· ·· :·.· 
. ---

.. . . ·· .. ..:... . '· · ...• ~ . ~-:;... ; .... : ::·:. .. ·.· ':· .. •. .;~ . . . . .. ~:· ... 

" '1 •• f l!d . _·· . 
- ---------~~~~- -~--~-~-

. -··-·. 

o·t S-TRJBUTI ON: -_-:-: · , . .. : 
O'f'ig ·. & One 'for .. add·ressee. >:: :o· ·-, · '"'"~: '· .· . 
os·o Fi 1 es · : . · : :: } o . 

.. __ c ~~~~~;~~op_ i ~s~)-:~ :. ~/': ... :· •.~. -~ ~,:~!:-t'/t_f' :·.-: , 
· lA Comeback/Sobject ·. · ·. -.,· ... > 

p·repared: .XX.EMlXK~~xi!in!Xtt~ · - ~ '~· ·_· . 
Colonel ThQtnas/DASD(lSA) [.;tf.:~·.:..:-~:·· ·· · 
4Bt35o/79~0J/jmdlf5 May ·ts ~- - ~:::~:~~::>~ 
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OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 

WASHINGTON 20330 

MltY 1 3 1975 

llfEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

SUBJECT: Award of the Legion ·of Merit (Degree of Officer) 

The Department of the Air Force reconun.ends the award. of 
the Legion of Merit (Degree of Officer) to Major General 
Higinio Gonzalez, Argentine Air Force, in recognition of - · . 
his outstanding services as Air Attache, Embassy of Argentina, 
Washington DC, from 22 January 1974 to 27 January 1975o 

'J,'he United States Ambassador, Buenos Aires, Argentina, 
concurs in this award. A background investigation reveals 
no derogatory information concerning General Gonzalez •. 

I recommend that you approve the award and: 

a. Sign the certifica~e and the eitationo 

b .. IPJ.press your seal in the lower le:ft .co:rner 
of the citatio;n.. 

·;: ~ ' - ~ . . - ·: .. 

. 4 A ttaehmenl=·s.- · - · ~ · 

~Irk~ 
. • ,. . . 

. . . . . . . --· - . . : . . ~ -:.· . . . . 

.. . John L. M~Lucas . -· -_ --.<: 

. ·. · 
.. - . 

lo Certiff~ti~ -- · , · " ·· :, - - .:; . . :.. •... · ·-_, .. . . 

. . -•·· : 2 .. Citation · . . . .... ... 1~ 3. Basic recommendati.on . y,., 
4. Biograp~j1:·._-_ : -.~:~~::-~-· ,, · 

cc: . ,Deputi•-~-~*if-'~1-~~,-~-- -~-~,~ ¥~~~~~~ 

DECLASSIF_~EilJN FiJtf.> . ~- ··· · ' . · ·:· c ·. 

Authority: EO :13526 : · " · · _ · . 
Chi~f~ Records: & Decl3$d)rv,·.wHs 

. H>ate: . o~r.l~s:;2bli·:~~~::'. :, . , · 
... ... ;•, ~ -· ..... 

:-:.:': ~ .. - .:: · . .;..· . 
·· · ··· · ·· - -·· · · ·· ·::.·-- - - -~- "':'~~ .. ---- .. -.. ~~--- .•. ··-- - ~---- " .. --- ·. ~ ~ - ~ --.. ~~ ... . ~~ ·:>·· :...· · · _~ · ·" ___ __ :.;;. · . . ··. 

--~-. ; : : ;. . . ~ ._ ..... ·-·. :·· . -- ·-· ........ ...... ··· .. - .. -----.. _, :r:· ~:-· ---- ·-·· . 
: :.:; r ." • ~ • . , .. ~.~~-· <· '.'"::;' ':'•:-:-:, ... ·:;• '"; ... _.,, . . .:--· . .. ' .: .. : .. ·_ J 

. :· : .-'; _-..... :. ~~ ·.; -:~~:~.i-. ~ :: :_ ;: :" . --~--- :-·::.: .. ~-~- ... _ . 
. . ... :~ 

:· _ .. , ·-- ~.: . 

. .. · .. ·._ ... ·· ~-' . .. 



TO: (Or~Jzation <mti"addr<::S$) 

AFMPC/DPM$AA2 
Randolph AFB TX 78148 

-·- ----------

FROM: (Organization and address) 

HQ USAF/CVAFL 
Wash DC 203"30 

RECOMMENDATION 

1. NAME o ·F DECOR AT ION (Indtcatc number of elu·slc.r.s, •I appropriate) 2. RECOMMEN-DATION IS B-ASED ON: · 

0 HEROISM 0 OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENT 

(X] ME.RITORIOUS SERVI·CE (Based on completed pel'iod o( service Legion of Merit, Degree-of Officer 
3. INCL.USJVE DATE(S) OF ACT, ACHIEVEMEIItT,OR SERVICE 

FROM: 22 Jan 1974 TO: 27 Jan 1975 
PERSONAL DATA ON INDIVIDUAL BEING RECOMM€t>IDEO 

4. LAST NAME- FIRST lltAME- MIDDLE INITIAL 

GONZALEZ,·Higinio 
7. GRADE 

Major General 
9. PRESENT ORGANIZATION AND STAT·ION 

N/A 

II . PERMANE.NT 'HOME ADDRESS 

N/A 

13. ORGANIZATION, DUTY ASSIGNMENT AND 'GRADE AT T!ME OF 
ACT OR SERVICE 

Embassy of ~rgentina 
Air Attache · · ·· 
Major General 

6 . SSAN 

N/A N/A 
11. DATE OF BIRTH 

N/A 
10. PRESENT DUTY ASSHlNMENT 

N/A 

12. ORGANIZATION OF NEXT D'UTY ASSIGNMENT (Indicate, if not 
appTic'able) 

N/A 
14. EFFECTIVE DATE OF PRO­

MOTION TO GRADE IN WI'(ICH 
SERVING 

N/A 

15. I.NDIViOUAL'S SERVICE IN 
AI-R FORCE SINCE ACT OR 
SERVICE HAS BEEN 
HONORABLE 

l&]vES 
16

' OATE oF· 0REASStGNMENT, OaETIRE.MENT, OoR SEPARATION· · . 

THE CBPO WtLL -PROVIDE: AND VERIFY THE FOLLOWING lt>IFORMATION: N/A 
RETIREMENT oR.sEPARATio_N· ls QvoLUNTARY o tNvoLuNTA~v. AND THE F~Ll.QV{ING _ SE-Rvtce o~TEs APPLY 

COOS-~_..,...,._.,~~~--~-- !AFCSO -~~--------- TAf'MSD -------.,.--.,..__;--'---
PLSD T'FcsO: 'rMsi:r 

· 17. PREVIOUS UN$TEO STAT.ES DECORATIONS, COMPLETE AUTHORITY THEREFI:>R, AII!D fNCL.USIVE DATES .OF SERVICE RECOGNIZED : 
(Do f?.O~ im:Jpde $~rvtci> ri~c:i1«1s, 'bsrtlft credits,- qnl{ citati.QP& ot forel11;n decorations). ·· 

None known .. ::.-:-.·,: . . ... 

' ·. 

ta. ARE OTHER RaCO,.,M-:ENOATIONS !:"OR AWA-RDS' TO THIS 
INDI-'VI01;1A4 -~eNtll.~~,. W::Y'fl.&, slate awari:l.s) 

.. .. ~· .. ~---. -
'" 

DECLASSIFIED-IN FULL 
· < _ Auth-o~ity: E013526 . . . 

-· Chief~ Records & Declass _Div, WHS 
Dat~; PEC. 2 8 2017 . . 

1!1. ARE OTHER INI:li'VfeJU:(I.LS t:IEIN!'i 'R.E~QMMENDEtl t"OR THE 
SAMt:: -ACT :O'R' SSR:VH:E.· . . . '. . _ · 

.~ ·.:. 

QYE$ . ,l]l·t<jQ·_· ·_·:- · .c . _OYt:S __ •. . . ~N.~ '- : ~ . _ 

. . . . 
. .. ..... ~- .. -~ ·~ . : _, ·- -~~~ -~~'--· ;:;;~~--> ~ - . 

.. • - " ~"!-•• ~ - - - - .'..: ~ .. 

.. . 
' ':'~' a'••••'~:"'!""': ... • - ,,,...,, • . •'• 

' . . - .. . _ _. ... . · ·- '~' .. ... .. ·: _ ·: .. . ·_ .'· ~-;-.. : · ~ .· 
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' . 
ZS, NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION (D~scription of the act, achievement or servtce, it~cJudmJ~ spce~l/c dutcs, pJ;:,ces and fact~. 11 ,,,-J~hll~nl space 

needed, use plain 8 x lOY, bond fJDper, the last "hcet of which must bo ttiSnod by the recommcndmg individual in addirton to the ~>l~t'llttu,.., l 
requ 1 r~d on thu1 t orm) · · • · · • 

. . . . 

1. Major General Higinio Gonzalez~ Argentine Air Force, served as Air 
. Attache, Embassy of Argentina, Washington, D.C. from January 1974 to 
January 1975. It is considered highly desirable and most appropriate 
that General Gonzalez be a\varded the Legion of Merit, Degree of Officer) 
for outstanding service during this period. The u.s. Ambassador, Buenos 
Aires, concurs. (Atch 2). General Gonzalez is authorized by the Argen­
tine Government to accept foreign awards. 

2. During his assignment as Air Attache in Washington, General Gonzalez 
sought to further enhance the bonds of friendship and understanding that 
ex~st between the air forces of Argentina and the United States. His~ 
sincerity has contributed immeasurably to the continuing harmonious 
relationsh-ip between our two countries. 

3. A background investigation has been conducted on General Gonzalez 
and reveals no derogatory information. In accordance with para IV.B .. S, 
DOD Directive 1005.12, .17 Oct 68, this office secured the concurrence · 
of the Defense fntelligence Agency {Atch 3) • 

4. A proposed citation (Atch 1) and biographic .data (Atch 4} are 
attached. 

I ... . ' I .. 

I -> : .. : .· , .•. • . 
I r: .. ··:. 
~ . . ·: . : .... :·· . . . 

.. · ;._. 

DECLASSIFIED IN FULL 
Authority: EO 13526 . . . . . . 

. Chief~ R~cords & Declass Div,WHS ; 
· Date: ·. DEC 2 8 2017 .. 

· :·-r . . · . · .• :· .. • ·. 
• . : ! -~ • . 
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.. ·.-. ~ 

.• · .. ; ..... .:.;..... .. ·:..:.:.7;::. 

.. . ·. ·;··.: ·. 

· ~: .-':i!B~-:~fiit.~i:tt;;$1lTS ; e . . · • · · · · .... · ·" · ~~~~-:-: ; : ; -..:.: : _ _ 
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DEFENSE INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 
WASHINGTON, D.C. .20SOI 

U-51593/DS-6 

TO: Chief, Foreign Liaison Division 
Office of the Vice Chief of Staff 
Department of the Air Force 
Washington, D. c. 20330 

SUBJECT: Legion of Merit Award 

Reference: Your letter, AF/CVAFL, 30 January 1975, subject 
as above. 

. . 

~ 
+ 
~ 

1. The Defense Intelligence Agency concur3 in the award of the 
Legion of Merit (Degree of Officer) to Majo:r- General Higinio 
Gonzalez, Argentine Air Fo'rae. 

"'" ""' . 
\J 

"' .::::) 
·g 

. 
v . 
V1 . 
~ 

\.() 

<:( 

'· 

. 
2. Based upon a review of intelligence and security files 
there is no information currently available to indicate that 
presentation of' the award to this individual would either 
depreciate the decoration or embarrass the u .. s. Government. 

3. Attached·, per your request, is DIA Biog~apbio Data 
con~~rning ~ubject. 

FOR THE .DIRECTOR: 

. 1 Enclosur-e 
BI() .. Data on 

·· ·MG -.Gonzalez, 
. F~b_=_- 1"5:t -· l · cy" (U) 

. ·. · .. . 

· . . e· ····_ . ..::_ : '=· ···~: :.~-
Page de.t~Jll'lii!bd -to be Un~lassifie(l] 
RevieWed ·Chiet:RDD WHS· . ·· ·· . · . . . . . ' ' . . 
tAW EO 13516, Section ~.5 <C . ' . . . . . . . :::~. . . .::· .. ::.~ .. _ . .. "" . . -·- ·- . . .. 

iS . . .. ··_· ·· ... ·. :, .. 
... : -~· ·-.... .. ' ·' . - - ~ . -::. 

. 'Date: D:EC 2 8 .Z017 :· - ~~--- ·.: . .. 
··~ . . . --- , .... _.;, .. 

. : .. ~. ·:..:·.-~~-~- : .. ~ " 

~· .· -: ... :. :.: ": .. ~ .. -~ :: .; . :--: .. ·. :: ~ --~ . . ...... .. . :: -~ .. . . . -~ .. 
·- : . . __ ,_ .. ·: .. · _.:,;,. 

. .. .. .• . .. ·-.' < ·:· ~: :: . . . .. - ·· • •.. - . ... :! .. :-· ~-. • . . .. . .. . 
. . .. -.. . - . .. . . . . ·.·. . . ,._ -

· .,:, ., .. .. .. . .-.. 
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UNCLASSIFIED 

BIOGRAPHIC DATA ARG~!TI::A 
Major Brigadier* (Ret) Higinio Ge:·:zA.!:::!:~ 

(U) NAME: Major Brige.dier (Bet) Higinio Gonz~l~.z 
(gohn-SAH-less), Air Force. 

(U) POSITION: Retired since Jan 1975. 

(U) SIGNIFICANCE: Unknown. 

( U) :OOLITICS: 

(U) Int-ernational: Unknown. · Maj Brig 
Gonzctlez has s~rved as Air Attach~ to the United 
States, B!'azil, and Spa~n and has participated in 
disaster relief work in several Latin American 
countries. 

(U) Internal: Unknown. 

(U) ~ESOiiAL DATA: . 

(U} . Birth: 5 June 1921 in Santa Rosa, La .Pampa, Argentina • 

(U) . Des.cription: Caucasian~ J~ro:w.n hair; wears a m.ustacbe; very hard 
of hearing, normally t-rears a hearing ·aiQ, one must shout when speaking vrith 
him. . 

(u) · Languages: . Ns:tive ·spanit:~h. · . 

· (u) Religion: Roman Catho:J.itt~• ' -. 
- . . - . . ... _ : . 

. . .· •' . 0 . . - . 

. . (U) Decorations: Sclledtiied ·_·:P.b, ;r.-e_~eive U.s; ~gion. o!' Merit {Degr~e~ . · . 
-· O:fficel'}-. Brazilian ·Military Pivi~-t'or· ' RObotis -Caus~; ·:_Chilean Miiitar,r . 

Avhtor Honoris causa; Spanish Ae;i:'()~ti~ical Merit ·c:r.()s$ (1st Class). 
....... ~- - ~-- ...... .. .. . . ... . · . .. . ...... ·-· . :.::. ·. ~- . ;t ·i: _ .. _. .... . ~--: 

. i·­
- ~ . 

. -. -
.. :~ - : .. ., .. ··-. ~~ ~ · .. ·. ~ . . ·. 

___ .... . .... ... . Page-determined to be unclassitie«ll . 
-. . · 7, : - · ... ;''. ·: · ·Reviewed Chief, ROD, WHS 

lAW-EO 13526, Section 3.5 
j · .0. ate_: ·_,_. 0·_~--- --C-_._·-_,·:o __ ·, .. g __ 2017 . . * : )i:qqa ~~-.s to u.s." '·_ Ma Ge[).,. -"'· ... · --~--~;<:.>. ~' -r, 

. FOR oF.~idf;\:t-~.U-~E .-c)NtY .- .--··. 
. UNCLASSlf"lE;D 

( ·. ;• 

1 ....... : • . 

.. 

o'•'M • - -~· ,,J.,, . . . 

. . . . . . . 
. :t::l • • •• ·' · · ---~· ;:,:. · • 

. ~ -~--:~~:~ --~· -~-: . . 
-- · . p • 

.. 
• . ··. "·.· :-· · ..... . - .. 

. ... -~ · .. ::- . . ·; .. 
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UNCLASSIFIED 

ARGENTINA 
Major Brigadier (Ret) Higinio GONZALF.Z 

February 1975 

(U) CIVIL EDUCATION: Graduated from high school. 

(U) CAREER: 

1942-1945 I 

1946-? 
1947 
1949 
1951-1952 

1952-? 

1954 

1955-? 

1957-1960 

1960 

? 
1964-1965 
1965. 
? 

1968 

1963 
1969-1971 

1971 

1971-1973 
1973 
1974-1975 

1975-Present 

-Cadet, Military Aviation School, Cordcba. CoQmissioned 
3d Lt, 7 Dec 1945. ~ 

-Assigned to lst Observation Group. 
-Promoted to 2d · Lt, 31 Dec 191~7. 
-Promoted to 1st Lt, 31 Dec 1949. 
-Assigned to Air Operations Command. Promoted to Capt, 

31 Dec 1951. 
-Assigned to Personnel Department, Ministry of 
Aeronautics. 

-Student, Basic- Course, Air Force Command and Staf'f 
School, Buenos Aires. 

-Assigned to rersonnel Department, Ninistry of Aeronsut~.cs. 
Promoted to Maj, 31 Dec 1955. 

-Assigned to Personnel, Economy, and Operations Sections 
of Air Force General Staff. Promoted to Lt Col, 
31 Dec 1958. 

-Squadron Co~~ander, lst Air Brigade. Participated in 
Chilean .earthquake disaster relief. 

-Student, Superior Course, Air Force Command and Staf~ 
School. 

-Promoted to Col, 31 Dec 1962. 
-Co~nander, lst Group, 7th Air Brigade. 
-Air Attache, Brazil. 
-Air Attache, Spain. 
-Assigned to Directorate of ~rsonnel Administration, 

Personnel Command. · 
-Deputy Chie£ of Logistics, Joint Command. Promoted to 
Brigadier, 15 Jan 1968. 

-Chief of Staff, Personnel Command. 
-Commander, lst Air Brigade. Promoted to Maj Brig, 

31 Dec 1970. 
-Chief, Department II (Operational Planning), Air FJrce 
General Staff. 

-Commander, Air Regions Command. 
-Commander, Personnel Command, June-Dec. 
-Chief of Argentine Delegation, Inter-knerican Defense 

Board, and Air Attach~, ''lashing ton, D.C., ~ran 1974-Jan 
1975. • 

-Retired from Jan 1975. 
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'l'IIl~ PllESlJ)EN'r OF '!,IIE lJNITED ST.c\TES OF A:\1ERIC.A 
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l!i\S ·1\ \'\7.AR]) B D 

THE I~EGION OF .J\1EPv~ 
(DEGREE OF OFFICER) 

TO 
MAJOR _GENERAL HIGINfO GONZALEZ 

ARGENTINE AIR FORCE 
J[~'~() Jll 

~~Cl~PTIOXALLY ~-1El1IT01lJfOUS. C01\"iJUCrr . 
IN Tl-IE . . l>E~FORl\L\l~~E OF ()U'l,ST:t\~ilii~G SEl~\7lGES 

. 22JANUARY 1974 TO" 27 JANUARY 1975 ; :: .. . 
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CITATION TO ACCOJ:v1PANY THE AV/ARD OF 

' 

j 

TfL"S LEGION OF MI~R'IT 
(DEGREE OF OJJ'F1C'ER) 

TO 

IfiGI!\1!0 GONZ.A.LEZ 

-- -- ----

Major General Higinio Goazalez, Argentine Air Force, distinguished hhn­
self by exception~ly meritorious conduct in thr.; outstandingper.formance 
of duties as. Air Attache., Embassy of Argentina to th~ United States of 
A1nerica1 from. 22 January 1914 to 27 January 19?5. Dul~ing this period, 
he e1d1ibited the highest standards of professional ~om1'eten.ceo His ua ... 
tiring efforts to promote under.standing and coolJ01,ation-bstween the eiJ.· 
forces of Argentina and the United States have served to strengthen the 
bonds of friendship and furthel." 1llt1tual obje{}tives of both nationso His 

·leadership, sound judgn1ent, an(i cliplomc..cy gained the . confidence ani 
adtniration of those offic.ers oftheUnitedStatesAir Force with whom he 
was in contact. General Go:azaiezt ~~::e:rnplary :ll12-tmer of pertormanct:l in . 
these dt~.ties reflected great creditu,Poti him ~nd the Argentine· Air Force. _· 
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OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEfENSE · 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20301 

2 JUN r.r?~ 
INT:IItNATIONAL SICUIITY AFfAilS 

'' . 
' 

In reply refer to: 

1-5330/75 ln.. -~ - J-
(J~() D't-1 YJ ll.YT~ 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR, CORRESPONDENCE AND DIRECTIVES DIVISION, OSD 

THROUGH: EXECUTIVE OFFICE, ISA 

SUBJECT: Proposed Award of the Legion of Merit (Degree of Officer) 
to the Former Air Attache, Embassy of Argentina 

This office concurs i·n the proposed award and the wording of the 
citation for the Legion of Merit, Degree of Officer, to Major General 
Higinio Gonzalez, Argentin~ Air Force, in recognition of his outstanding 
services as Air Attache, Embassy of Argentina, Washington, D.C., from 
22 January 1974 to 27 January 1975.· · 

The Department of State and Defense lnte lJ i gence Agency concur 
in the proposed award and in the wording of the citation. 

£nc1osures 
Department of Sta~~ ::'~t.f 
w/5 Att~chment;$ _:~ .... ·-.-·. · 

GEORGE M. WALLACE 
Major General , USA 
D .fre~tor ·· 
lnter'!:"American Region 

. DECLASSIFIED IN FULL_ 
Authority: EO 135-26 · 
Cbi_e_f~ ~-~cords .& Declass Piv, WHS .. ,. < •.• . 

Date: DEC 2' 8 2017 
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88Hfl9tHJIM 2 , 
OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF OEF~SE . 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20301 

1 5 ~~iW -,~; :i 
INTONATIONAL SECUIITY AffAIIS 

'I 

I In rep1y refer to: 
1-5330/75 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY FOR INTER-AMERICAN 
AFFAiRS, DEPARTMENT OF STATE· 

SUBJECT: Proposed Award of the Legion of Merit (Degree of Officer) 

The Department of the Air force proposes the award of the legion of 
Merit (Degree of Officer) .. to .Major G.eneral Higinio Gonzalez, Argentine 
Air Force, in recognition of his outstanding services as Air 
Attache, Embassy of Argentina, Washington, D.C., from 22 January 1974 
to 27 January 1975. . 

Jt is requested that the enclt:>sures be reviewed and that this 
memorandum be signed in the space provided below if you concur 
in the award and the wording of the citation. 

.. 

DECLASSIFIED IN FULL . 
Authori'ty~ EO 13526 . . 

· Chief~ Recor'd.s·&.Declass Div, WHS 
Date:. DEC 2· 8 l017 

-· . 

. ~v;.6iJ- . _. · 
GEORGE M •. WALLACE .. . 
Major General , USA· .. .. 
Director 
l n t;er .. Amer i can .· R.~g ~. on: ~ .. 

, .. 
. . 

. . . .. 
·. · .·.· · 

s: ._: ..... 
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OFFICE: OF THC SECRE"TAAY 

DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 

WASHINGTON Z0330 

. i 
j 

'• 

MAY 13 1975 

MEI\10Rli.NDill1 FOR THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

SITaJECT: Award of the Legion of Merit {Degree of Officer) 

The Department of the Air )Jorce recomm-ends the award of 
the Legion of Merit (Degree of Officer) to Major Genel"al 
Higinio Gon:z~lez, Argentine Air Force, in recognition of 
his outstanding services as Air Att1'1che; · Embassy of Argentina, 
Washiugton DC, fro!ll 22 :January 1974 to 27~ ~anuary 1975. 

The United States An1bassador, Buenos Aires, Argentina, 
concurs in this award. A background invest:i.gation reveals ·· 
no deroga-tory information .concerning Ge11eral Gonzalez. 

I recommend that you approve the award and-: 

" a. Sign the certificate and the citation .• 

- b. Impross your· seai i.P, the lt>W~l" - ·left corner 
·of the citatioJ~. 

· ··~~·· .. ·· .·-:t~·~~~ 
0 .. . -~ ;~hn_ L. McLucas . _ 

. . .. . . · · · ··. ':' :. : · - .~- ·. ·: :. : • DECLASSIFIED INJULl 
·• :, .. :·. ,,f ~, - · ... 4 · Att~_cl~m~~:t~ ·. .·. .'· · _ . . . ,~:· Authority: EO 13526 · 

.. _. 1:.• Cert~f1cate · · -- -. Chief- Records & Declass Div. WHS 

. . 

· .• ,·i 

~ : ~. ~ ' · .. . 

· 2. .•. · ct,t~t:iP.l.l · .. . .· · ... c .. : '~ :: Date-' · .: ·· : · ' .. s:. :Baaic 1:·eco~end_ation ~ -~ · : : . :.: .. .-:~: . . _. DEC 2 8l017 
..... · . . . . . ; ··- .· 

-~:.: · :···:·-~ · 4. Biog~a:P~Y. .. _:_ .. .. · .. . ·· · 
• .". -· ,. , I -"' • ,. , ·- ; . , • 

... · ... <~:-f;:;:~~ _._ ec: .,, :Deputy. seo.retary of ri~'~,~~-... ~:~~~: · :: - :.· ~ 
_ .. _:·:::·· ·. · .... .. ..... :. _· · . .-.··:. 
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RECOMMCt-!DA TION W _. Dt.:Cvi·~A-1 rt~rr..r ·~ "--. 
• JUA"TE 

nJrt-. ·-·· 21 February 1.~,.:; 

. . 
AF11.J'C/DPMSAA2 
Randolph AFB TX 78148 

HQ USAF/CVAFL 
l'lash DC 20330 

RFCOMMENDATION 
1. NAM•orOECORATmNpn~=~n~~~e-r-o~/-(~h-M~l~c-ro-, -,71-~-p-r-~---,-A~~~~~~2~. ~R~£~:~=o~M~M~L~N~O~£~T~I~O~N~~~B~I~S~E~D~O~N~:~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Legion of Merit, 
D HEROISM D ·OU"TST ANDING ACHIEVEMENT 

[XI MERITORIOUS !.ERVIC E (Based on "cot::ph .. led peri<>d r;l s cr•·r~ e Degree -of 'Officer 
• I • 

a. INCLUSIVE OATE(Sl OF ACT , ACHIEVEMENT OR !.ERVICE. 

FROM: 22 Jan 1974 TO: 27 Jan 197 5 
PERSONAl.. PA TA ON INOIVlDUAL BEING RE.COW.-IEND£:0 

4 , LAST NAME- F'IRS.T NAME- MIDDLE INITII.L 5. AF!.N 6. SSAN 

GONZALEZ, · Higinio N/A. N/A 
7 , GRAOE &. DATE: OF BIRTH 

Major Gene;:al N/A 
9. PRE.S~NT ORG ANIZ-:A-:;T:-;Jo=N~A~N:-:'D;::-;S;-:T:-A:-;T::-:I:::0:-7N-:----~~--~-~-;I-:I~O-. ~1,:-:R::-:,E:::-:S::-:E::-:N=T~D::-:U=T~Y-A:-:S:::S:-;J:G:-:N:-:M:::E::-N~T:----~~--~-~----i 

N/A 

J.1. PERMANENT HOME ADDRESS 

N/A 

13; ORGANI2/,TtON, DUTY ASSIGNMENT AND GRI\DE! AT TIM~ OF 
Ae 'T ·oR SERYICE . . 

Embassy of Argentina 
Air ll.ttache 
.Major General 

N/A 

12. ORGA,..IZATION OF NSXT DUTY :ASSi GNMENT {Indica te, d:~c: 
. .O;>pliCC1.1t·) 

N/A 
14 EFFECTIVE DATE OF PI\:0-

MO"'ION TO GRADE IN WHICii 
SERVING 

N/A 

15. INOIVIDU. A.·L'S' SE~VIC::" :• • . 
AIR FORCE. SINCE AC':" C~ 
SERVICE HAS SEEN 
HONORABLE 

Owo 
us. PATE OF o~EASSIGNMENT, 0 ftETI~EMENT, OoR SEPARATION: 

THE C.f3PO vm .. L PflOVIOE AND VERIFY THE F"OLLOW1N~ INFORMATION: N/A 
'RETIREMENT QR -sEPARATioN Js OvoLU.NTARY _ O :mvoi.uNTARY, AND THE FoLLowJNG sERViCE OATES APPL-Y. 

COOS . . TAF'c;:sp T AFMSO -.,;.· ~·~_,.,.__,....,.,...,....._,...-,.'""""~--'-­
PLSO ·· TFCSb · TM$0· 

. t '7, PREVIOUS UNITED STATE& DECOR A'TlQ'NS, COMPLETE AUTHORITY T HEREFOR, AND INCLUSIVE OATES OF SER'Vt«;t; ~I;:COG~.:-z.e: = 
(Do no.t lnctud~ a:otvice medals, lnttfle credJtl:r, tnrlt <::i~f!.tnis or fore.fQn decbtlifio/1$) · · · · 

None . kno\'ln . . DECLASSIFIED IN FUU. . .. 
··.• .. . ~ J . .."· . Authority: EO 13526 . :· · > : · · · · 

· Chief~ Records & Declass· Div~ WHS · 
Date: DEC 2:8 2017 .· .... .. - .. 

ts. ARE OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS FOR AW.\R.Q$, T O THIS . 
. fliiD1VI_PUAL PE.NOING {11 ye$; _sfDie .oJi.;,,d.$) . . . . · . . : 

19.· .4;R~ 01' tiER U>CPIVI DUAt.S BEING ~ECDtoi!M'I;N,P~O 'FQ~ nse · ·· 
· SMi'E ACT OR. SERVICE . ... . : ., ~ ~ . . 

. - ... . -.• 
l1a NO . :. ·· : .· ·-o~ES 

. ' · 
- !KINo 

: . . . :· 

.. · ·~··"'!"' -,._ ~" · '•·: · · ~· ~ ~ . :, . •· :,; • ,,, ... .. - - . ~- :·.~;A· •. 
.. . .. . ·. ·.·•· .. ::.-.;. · ::· .. -:· .. .... -·--··· .. - .. ~ - ~ - ··J· --· ... . :: ... · ·· -.;·-.: ;·: 

. .. _.•:'·' ·'.· .· 

. ~~ • . D~'J'l:: ,_-H1CH of>RE:$10NTATION oF- AW~~p :~~ : · '24.; 111U WPROVEO; f"OR.W·MD FOR PRE'SE'NT AT ION 'T.p (01'i,iomi~#9il ..:aOd-.addt'*S&J · ·· · 
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•" ':' :~ , HO USAF /CVAFL I WASH DC • i();i~()_ .· '• -.. : ·• :. -·"' :-,v _; "'"" :, ' ' 
- : .-· ·. .. .. .. . ... , : , .. , : •. :. . . · . . . -. . : -· • ~ ' : ·., .. ·,'· - o, ._ • - . 

.A.SAP. 
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~5. NAI~RATIVE Dt::SCRif>TION (Dc:. C'tt/'IJ<m olth<• Bc.t, D<Tuc ~··:mcr~t r;,r servrcc, m:: l uolu.£ :.p..,c:rllc Ccllc~. plOt"(:. n11d locts. II "c!~mr-:1"! opllcc 
net'dcoc!, u5o pTe In t .x 10'/, bond popct, tht· last Rhect olwht.-11 must be Bl{lnc<l b;- the tccomnrcnJ;n1}. mdh·idual in 1icldlllo..'1 to the ~ iA:>·llure 

• toqul~ed on this ./or;mJ · · 

1. Major General Higinio Gonzalez, Argentine Air Force, served aR Air 
Attache, Embassy of Argentina, Washington, D.C. from January 1974 to 
January 1975. It is considered highly desirable and most appropriate 
that General Gonzalez be at·7arded the Legion of Ne~· it, Degree of Officer) 
for outstanding service during this period. The u.s. Ambassador, Buenos 
Aires, concurs. (~tch 2) -:· . General Gonzalez is authorized by the P.rgen­
tine Government to accept ·foreign al-mrds. 

2. During his assignment as Air Attache in Washington, General Gonzalez 
sought to further enhance the bonds of friendship and understanding that 
ex~st betv1een .the air forces of Argentina and the United States. II is ~ 
sincerity has contributed immeasurably to the continuing harmonious 
relationship betv1een our two countries. 

3. A background investigation has been conducted on .General Gonzale~ 
and reveals no derogat:.ory information. In accordance with para IV .B. 5, 
DOD Directive 1005.12, 17 Oct 68.,. this office secured the ·concurrence 
of the Defense Intelligence Agency (Atch 3} • . .. 
4. A proposed citation (Atch 1) and biographic data .(Atch 4) are 
attached. 

1 
"2 
3 -· 

:4 

• . 

- ~--

. ·-

. . ·: .• · .. ~ .. ~-- . 

.. · . .. 

. ·: .. . • 
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., TO: 

SUBJECT: 

DEFEN~E INTELt.JGENCE: AGENCY 

'i 
i 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301 

. . 
Chief, Foreign Liaison Division 
Office of the Vice Chief of Staff 
Department of the Air Force 
Washington, D. C, 20330 

Legion of Merit Award 

Reference: Your letter, .AF/CVAFL, 30 January 1975;) subject 
as above. 

c 
1. The Defense Intell:tgence Agency concura in the awa.1 .. d of the 
Legion of Merit (Degree of Officer) to Major Gene~al Higinio 
Gonzale£, Argentine Air Force. . .. 
2. Based upon a review of' intelligence and security tiles ·· 
there is no information currently ava:i.lable to indicat·e that 
presentation o£ the award to . this individual l'lOUld. either 

. depreciate the decoration or embarrass the u.s. Government • 
.. 

3. Attached~ per your request> is DIA Biographic Data 
. concerning subject. · · · 

. FOR THE . DIREO~OR: . 

1 Enclosure 
~IO Data on 

: MG Gonzalez, 
Feb .75, 1 ey (U) 
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UNCLASSIFIED 

BIOGRAPHIC DATA ARGEf!'rrr;:'\ 
'/ Major Brigadier* (Ret) iUginio ac::z.AL::!Z 

(U) H ... l\]\~: Major ~rigt.dier (Ret) Higinio Gonz~~ 
(gohn-SAli-less), Ali: Force. 

- (U) PCSITIOl!: Retired since Jan 1975. 

{U) SIGNIFICf~ICE: Unknovm. 

(U) BOLITICS: . 

(u) Intel"national: .Unknown. ~faj Brig 
Gonz~lez bas served as Air ... Attach~ to the Unfted 
States, B~azil, and Spain and bas participated in 
disaster relief work in several Latin American 
countries. 

(U) Internal: Unkno"Ym. 

( U) PERSONA!. DATA : 

.. {U) Birth: 5 June 1921 in Santa Rosa, La Pampa, {\rgentina. 

. . (U) Descript~ Caucas:f_an. Bro;,m hair; wea:ra .a mustache; very· hard 
of hearing., 'normally w·ears a .hearing aid, one must s}lqut ·when spea:i:d~~ 'tvith 
him~. . 

. · .. ... ... . 
' .. ~ ·.'.. ; 

(u) · ta~gu~·ges: · Native ·Spanish .• 

·. (u} ,~~ligiori-; · · Roman catho1ic .. 
. ' ..... . .. ··· ·oo: ~ ' ••.. ' .. - •... _, ... : · · ··-· 

. · (U) .. V.~orations: ·scheduled to receive u.s. l:t¢g:ien; . ~:!' _Merit (De~ec: 
Otficer) ... · ·:~tazilian -J~i:l~tarY Aviator Honoris cau$8;j3~b~H~an ·Mii.it.aT.f· ·• 
Aviator -'Hofi~rt;~ Causa;· Spa~ ish Aeronautical Merit. -' Ci-9.~8'':' (1st .. Class).; ·• • 

' -~·· • ', , oo - =-~ .... ..... .-.~~ .~ :..:, ,, ,;,, ... H'-:· ... ••. "' :•o ¥ · ·:-:- ~ • .. ' • 

. . . :. .,. . :: .. :."': · -.~~ - .... . . ·. :: .. . . .:..·· : .. . 
Page dete-rmined :to~ be· uiictassifiec\ 
Reviewed '·tblef~ Rbo; wHs· · .. · , · '· · 
lAW EO 13526; Section 3.5· . . -. 
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UNCLASSIFIED 

ARGF'J·!'l.'r!t. 
Major Brigadier (Ret) Higinio GCiZl·.U~Z 

I<,ebruary 19"/5 

{U) CIVIL F.:ij1JGATI0i.J'·: Graduated from high school. 

(U) CARI<~E..tt: 

. ' ~ ., 

1942-1945 . 

1946-? . 
1947 
1949 
1951 .. 1952 

1952-? 

1954 

1955-? 

. 1957-1960 

1960 

·1o6i .7 . 

? .. 
. 1968 

. : ... :: :·-· · .. .. ~ ':: .. :.1971-
~ . ....... - -· .. . 

- ·- :":·:::.-: .. -···: .:·:: ··. --. ___ .. __ .. ... .. :· 
.. :. ... . ~ ~ -: ;" ' ;:· :" ~-- - ' ... .. .... .. 

-Cs.det, Military k1iation School, C6rdcba. Cof.!.'liissioned 
3d Lt, 7 Dec 1945. 

-Assigned to 1st CoservationGroup. 
-Promoted to 2d Lt, 31 Dec 1947. 
·Promoted to 1st Lt, 31 Dec 1949. 
-Assigned to Air OpGrations Co~~and~ Promoted to Capt, 
31 D_ec 1951. 

-Assigned to Personnel Department, l-finist:ry of 
Aeronautics. 

-studen'l;., BasiC' Course, Air Force Co!llDand a~d .sta:ff 
School, Buenos Aires. · 

-Assigne.d to Personnel Department;~ Hinistry of Aerommt5.cs. 
P.:.·omoted to 1-!aj, 31-])_ec . 1955 • 

-Assigned to Pers~nnel, Economy, and Operations Secticns 
of' Air Force General Staff'. Promoted to Lt Col, 
31 Dec 1958. _ · 

-Squadron Cotr.niander, - l~t Air :,Brigade.. Participated in 
Chilean earthquake di.saster :reliei'. 

-student, Superior Course, Air Force.Command and St&l":' 
Sell.ool. . . . · __ · 

-Promoted to Col, 31 Dec 1962. 
-commander, .ls t GrGU.p; . ·1tll Au Brigade • 
.. Air Attach~, l3rap;il.. . :· 
-Air At.~a·cll~, S~:!,h.·::' .. :. ··· .. . 
-Assigned to Dir~c~Qi?.t~ of' :Personn~~ .Administration_, 

Personnel CoririmiritL · - ·· . · · · ·· 
-Deputy Chief' of · Logi$ti~s _, Joiilt CODill)and. · P.ro!lloted to 
Briga:di~r,. :l:-5 :Ja.F. -.:19~?.•_ , _ . .. . .. 

-Chief of Staff; -. l'ei_r~-et c6mmanci; · . 
-commande~r; "1st "Air ~B.ir71g'ade. : :· R-om:ote(l to Ma.J Brig_, . . . . 
31 Dec ' 1970. · . :-.,~ ~·- - ~ -· · .: : -.- ·: • · ~ · 

-chie:r, Depa:totmerit"::-n_;:f'(o_peratd.Ona 1 ·p;tannir.ig}, -Air F::>:rce 

_g~:~~~e;:~{i;:~e,~i~~--:~~~~g~~ . : ·,,~- : . . . ,. 
~Commander, l?ersonri _ · ~ - - :fri.~4; :~un~~l)i:;e; 
:Chief of .Argedtiiie·· ,, . ~li6ri; ' !nteli~.P.rnerican Defense • . 

~ . . .. . ·-. ··._·· .. ... 

Boara •-and Air .A:ttacli~-f1'fashirl-gto%r ··::j)-c·· . iail ·to74.:Jarf= · · - ~:. :: :­
. 1975·. )I _· · . -: ,·: · _ :_ : ;:~ :·yx-:~~;1~=::~ .. ,~ ... · _:. :":.· ~-' · · ~}~·:· ::.:- . ' : . ,,. . .. -~: ·: ·.:.:. ~:. --~-~~:: 

. :·• , 
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1:1..:\f~ }~ '\'-\1'"\.l~ !D EJJ> · 

1,IIE I-JJE.GION OF 1\1IE·RI,..l, 
{DEGREE OF OFFICER) 

. .. .. ·1t() ' 
MAJOR·?~NERt\L f:HGINlO GONZALEZ 

· • ARG~NJI NE A l R VORCE · 
, ~ . , ~ .. . . l;t~) 1H 

EXCEP1f,ION.t\L:tY ·liE111TOJB!OUS COl\"DUc~r· . · 
IN T!IH~ 'l)ERFORli~\N.((IE . OF OU'XSTANDING SER\iiCES 

. . . ~- . . ·. .. . . ~ . .. . . . . . . . 
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TfL"'.!: LEDIO.N OF ~1J~RIT 
., (DEGRE.El OJ:!' OFFICEH) 
i 

TO 

mGI!\'1!0 GONZALEZ 

).tJ.I:ajor General Higi.nio Gon.zalcz1ArgentineAir Force, distil1gnishe:1 him .. 
self by ez~Cel)tiO!lally 111eritorious COlldttct i11 t:i.1~ outstandingporfol~ln~nce 
of duties as · A~r Attacho1 Embassy of Argentina to the Ullited St~tes . of 
AtneJ:ica, f:l"Om; 22 January 19'/4 to 27 .Ja11uary HY/5. During t!rl.s })criod, 
lle (n;:hibited the higliest standards of professional con111eteneeo His U..1-

tiring efforts to pron1otc un:tc::::sta11ding and coOl)e.r?..tion b3hveen the air 
forces of Arge:.1tina a11d ihe United States have served to strangth~n the 
bonds of friendship a11d further 1nutual o~jectives of both nationso .His 

' lead(!l'Slti.:p, so'iuid judgment, and diplo~~c-y gs.ined the confidence an1 
admiration of those officer.s of the United Crates Air Foree \'"Tith whorn .he 
was in contact~ Geueral Gp;~Z2.lez1 exen1plary mz~riner o:t.pel'!ormanee.1n 
tbes.e duties ~ f?flected great credit U,POll him G;,Ud the Arge:ntfu:e ~ l?'m:ee. 

·. 
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