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I-09193/82 

MEMORANDUM FOR OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERAriONS (OP-Q09L) 

SUBJECT: Legion of Merit Award for Rear Admiral Carlos Alberto 
Andres Bonino, Argentine Navy · 

The recommended award for Rear Admiral Carlos Alberto Andres Bonino, Argentine 
Navy, is returned without action at this timse since the Department of State 
could not approve it. After the Argcntine-UK dispute has been resolved 
peacefully, it should be possible to resubmit for approval. 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY ~ I 

WASHINGTON.o. c 203~0 (JQI'JPIDEPffl2~ 

efJi Ill'££ Eli ill a 41( -lizr.-ii· filiilli?-ll!li .. Z(IIII!fi(!!Qili!flbllf$"1!1&!!!£L-,..•1181!JII!&!fi&IIIU~Uiti"CICARIRI .. __ (I!I!l') ,., 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

Subj: Award of the Legion of Merit {Degree of Officer) to 
Rear Admiral Carlos Alberto Andres Bonino, Argentine 
Navy -- ACTION MEMORANDUM 

Ref: (a) DOD Directive 1005.12 of 9 May 79 (Armed Forces 
Decorations for Foreign Military Personnel) 

Encl: (1) Background data 
(2) Citation 
(3) Certificate 

In accordance with the provisions of reference (a), enclosure ·· ·-l 
(1), a recommendation for the award of a Legion of Merit (Degree 
of Officer) to Rear Admiral Carlos Alberto Andres Bonino, ~ 
Argentine Navy is forwarded for your approval. The proposed [ 
award to Admiral Bonino is in recognition of his exceptionally 
meritorious conduct in the performance of outstanding services 
while serving as the Naval Attache to the Embassy of the 
Argentine Republic during the period February 1980 to January 
1982. The u.s. Ambassador to Argentina and the u.s. Defense 
Attache, Buenos Aires concur in the presentation of this award. 

It is recommended that this award, if approved be presented 
in Argentina. 

If the award meets 
enclosures {2) and (3) 

with your approval, it is requested that 
be signed. 

DECLASSIFIED IN FULL 
Authority: EO 13526 
Chief, Records & Declass Div, WHS 

Date: SEP 0 1 2017 
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PROPOSED CITATION TO ACCOMPANY THE AWARD OF 

THE LEGION OF MERIT 

(DEGREE OF OFFICER) 

TO 

REAR ADMIRAL CARLOS A. A. BONINO 

ARGENTINE NAVY 

For exceptionally meritorious conduct in the performance 

of outstanding service from February 1980 to January 1982 while 

serving in Washington, D.C. as the Naval Attache to the Embassy 

of the Argentine Republic. Throughout this period, Admiral Bonino 

consistently served as an effective spokesman of his government 

and distinguished himself through his concerted efforts to estab-

lish and maintain an incisive and informative dialogue with repre

sentatives of the Department of the Navy regarding matters of 

mutual naval interest. His keen understanding of the importance 

of cooperation between the two navies resulted in a frank exchange 

of opinions ~d perspectives which were of inestimable value 

to the u.s. Navy and contributed significantly to the usefulness 

of free world seapower as an instrument of world peace. Admiral 

Bonino's exceptional devotion to duty, exemplary professional 

competence, and dynamic leadership are in the highest tradition 

of the Argentine Navy and have reflected great credit upon his 

nation and himself. 

Paae determined to be Unclassified 
Reviewed Chief, ROD, WHS 
lAW EO 13526, Section 3.5 
Date: SEP 0 1 Z017 

Enclosure (1) 



DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

WASHINGTON. D . C 20350 

(as l&bS!f!Cl Sf 

SECNAV 
NDBDM/DHS/sk 
Ser: 014 
11 March 1982 

FIRST ENDORSEMENT on CNO ltr Ser 09/30044 of 4 March 1982 

From: 

To: 

Subj: 

Senior Member, Navy Department Board of Decorations and 
Medals, Washington, D.C. 
Chief of Naval Operations 

Legion of Merit, Degree of Officer, recommendation for 
in the case of Rear Admiral Carlos Alberto Andres BONINO, 
Argentine Navy 

1. Readdressed and forwarded for further processing. 

2. The Navy Department Board of Decorations and Medals recomreends 
approval and has recorded the subject award. 

It\ 1{4J 
kl.J. ~EID 

By direction 

DECLASSIFIED IN FULL 
Authority: EO 13526 
Chief, Records & Declass Div, WHS 
Date: SEP 0 1 2017 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY 
OI"FICE OF THE CHIEF OF NAVAL OP"ERATION$ 

WASHINGTON, DC 20350 

69NFI86NTJI,l 
IN tii:P't. V MP'ER TO 

Ser 09/300444 
4 March 1982 

emu IBI!IIUfl(, (e!IatusslflEd upon ICI&GC&l of uwlosazos (DI *bzm ,b (f•) 
From: Chief of Naval Operations 
To: Secretary of the Navy (Navy Department Board of 

Decorations and Medals) 

Subj: Legion of Merit: recommendation for 

Encl: (1) Proposed citation for Admiral Bonino 
(2) DIRNAVINVSERV ltr NIS-22PX/pab 3850 Ser 22-0109 

of 26 Jan 1982 
(3} DIA ltr C-1247/0S-l of 25 Feb 82 
(4) Biographic data on Admiral Bonino 
(5) CNO Washington DC 051934Z Jan 82 
(6) USDAO Buenos Aires AR 141200Z Jan 82 

1. It is recommended that the Legion of Merit, Degree of Officer, 
be presented to Rear Admiral Carlos Alberto Andres Bonino, Argentine 
Navy. The u.s. Ambassador to Argentina and his country team concur 
with this recommendation. 

2. Admiral Bonino distinguished himself through exceptionally 
meritorious service from February 1980 to January 1982 while 
serving in Washington, D.C. as the Naval Attache to the Embassy 
of the Argentine Republic. Throughout this period, Admiral 
Bonino, serving as an effective spokesman of his government, 
sought and maintained an energetic and informative dialogue with 
representatives of the Department of the Navy which consistently 
lent itself to a frank exchange of opinions and perspectives 
of great value to the u.s. Navy and contributed significantly 
to the usefulness of free world seapower as an instrument of world 
peace. Admiral Bonino's exceptional devotion to duty, exemplary 
professional competence, and dynamic leadership are in the highest 
tradition of the Argentine Navy. 

3. It is anticipated that this award, if approved, will be 
presented by the u.s. Ambassador to Argentina or his designated 
representative. 

DECLASSIFIED IN FULL 
Authority: EO 13526 • 
Chief, Records & Declass D1v, WHS 
Date: SEP 0 1 2017 
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PROPOSED CITATION TO ACCOMPANY THE AWARD OF 

THE LEGION OF MERIT 

(DEGREE OF OFFICER) 

TO 

REAR ADMIRAL CARLOS A. A. BONINO 

ARGENTINE NAVY 

For exceptionally meritorious conduct in the performance 

of outstanding service from February 1980 to January 1982 while 

serving in Washington, D.C. as the Naval Attache to the Embassy 

of the Argentine Republic. Throughout this period, Admiral Bonino 

consistently served as an effective spokesman of his government 

and distinguished himself through his concerted efforts to estab-

lish and maintain an incisive and informative dialogue with repre-

sentatives of the Department of the .Navy regarding matters of 

mutual naval interest. His keen understanding of the importance 

of cooperation between the two navies resulted in a frank exchange 

of opinions and perspectives which were of inestimable value 

to the u.s. Navy and contributed significantly to the usefulness 

of free world seapower as an instrument of world peace. Admiral 

Bonino's exceptional devotion to duty, exemplary professional 

competence, and dynamic leadership are in the highest tradition 

of the Argentine Navy and have reflected great credit upon his 

nation and himself. Pa&e determined to be Unclassified 
Reviewed Chief, ROO, WHS 
lAW EO 13526, Section 3.5 
Date: ·sEP 0 1 2017 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY 
NAV"L WIIVESTOATIVE Sl!fMCe 

P 0 BOX 1e230 

Sl..m.AM:I. MARYI»oD 20023 

From: Director, Naval Investigative Service 
To: Chief of Naval Operations (OP-009L) 

Subj: Counterintelligence Records Check 

Ref: (a) CNO LTR SER 009LS/365514 

N FEPL v REFER TO 

NIS-22PX/pab 
3850 
Ser 22- 010 9 

26 JAN 1982 

1. Reference (a) requested a counterintelligence records check on Rear Admiral 
Carlos Alberto Andres Bonino, Argentine Navy. 

2. Appropriate checks were conducted of agencies at the Seat of Government and 
at this Service with no derogatory information being developed. 

Pa~ determined to be Unclassified 
RtviiWed Chief, RDD, WHS 
lAW EO 13526, Section 3.5 
Date: SEP 0 f 2017 
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DEFENSE INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301 

2 5 FEB 1982 

C-1247/0S-1 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS, UNITED STATES NAVY 

SUBJECT: Legion of Merit Award (U) 

Reference: CNO Letter, Ser 009LS/C365537, 3 February 1982, subject as above. 

1. ~The Defense Intelligence Agency concurs in the award of the Legion 
of Merit, Degree of Commander, to Rear Admiral Carlos Alberto Andres Bonino, 
Argentine Navy. 

2. (U) Based upon a review of intelligence and security files within DIA, 
there is no information currently available to indicate that presentation 
of the award to this individual would either depreciate the decoration or 
embarrass the U.S. Government. 

3. (U) Attached is a DIA Biographic Sketch concerning the individual. 

FOR THE DIRECTOR: 

1 Enclosure 
BIO Sketch on 
RAOM Bonino 
t 0/118Fifllij , 1 cy 

DECLASSIFIED IN FUU 
Authority: EO 13526 
Chief, Records & Declass Dlv. WHS 
Date: ' 

SEP 0 1 2017 
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BIOGRAPHIC SKETCH .AJGENTIRA 
_ Rear Adairal Carlo• Alberto Andrea IORIRO 

(U) RAKE: lear Adairal tarloa Alberto Andrea 
Bonino (bob NEE no), Navy. 

(U) POSITION: Naval Attache in Washington, 
D.c., since 7 February 1980, and Delegate to 
the Inter-American Defeuee Board. Adairal 
Bonino 1ucceaded Rear Adatral Juan Jo1e 
Lombudo. 

.u;••u .. ay on Much 1947 • and 

• May 1980 

·-

»o photo available 

we collllliaeioned a Pasaed MidSbipilan on 1 Decnber 1951. Hia early 
career followed the noraal path of young Naval officer• throuch a 
series of a1aian.enta aboard the training ship Libertad, ainesweeper 
Guarani, tranaportl Bahia Buen Suceso and Beagle, icebreaker General 
San Martin, ancl destroyera San Juan and Santa Cruz. While holdiq the 
rank of eo ... nder (1969-1974), Bonino was Chief, Depart•ent of Opera
tions and Plana, Joint General Staff; Staff Officer, Navy General 
Staff; and Instructor, Argentine Navy Mia1ion in La Paz, Jolivia. 
Be wa1 ptoaoted to Captain duriq hb COIIII&nd of the icebreaker 
General San Martin. Subsequent aignificant aaaianaenta include 
Advisor, Navy Secretariat General; Chief, Araed Forcea Co .. taaion. 
before the National Conareaa; Sub1ecretary of Operationa, Public 
lnforaatlon Secretariat. Preaidential Houaehold; and Chief, Depart•ent 
Ill (Operations), Havy General Staff. In January 1979 Adairal Bonino 
was appointed Co..ander of the 2d Deatroyer Divieion, a preatigioui 
billet he held until bia departure for the United Statea in February 
1980. Ria date of rank 11 31 Deceaber 1979. 

PREPARED BY: 

Addendula: 

DIA/DB-314 

DECLASSIFIED IN FULL 
Authority: EO 13526 
Chief, Records & Declass Dlv. WHS 
Date: . SEP 0 1 2017 ·15 Pebruary 1912 
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GONFIBEN:PIAt . . . 

NAVAL MESSAGE N A V Y D E P A R T M E N T 
" PENTAGON TELECOMMUNICATIONS CENTER 

RTTCZYUW RUENAAAO~ll 0051948 
ROUTINE 

NAVAL MESSAGE 

R 0$1934Z JAN 82 

F~ CNO WASHINGTON DC 

TO USDAO BUENOS AIRES AR 

INFO DIA WASHINGTON DC 
BT COftNAVINTCOft WASHINGTON DC 

a 1 11 I I 6 [ A I I A //N01650// 
SUBJ: LEGION OF KERIT AWARD (U) 
1. ~ RADK CARLOS A.A. BONINO, ARGENTINE NAVY, IS BEING CONSIDERED 
FOR A LEGION OF MERIT (DEGREE OF OFFICER) AWARD FOR HIS SERVICE AS 
NAVAL ATTACHE, ARGENTINE EMBASSY, FROM FEBRUARY 1980 TO JANUARY 1982. 
2. ~ REQUEST AMBASSADOR AND DATT COMMENTS/CONCURRENCE BY MESSAGE 
REGARDING THE DESIRABILITY OF PRESENTING SUBJECT AWARD . MESSAGE 
SHOULD INCLUDE REKARK. ON WHETHER DR NOT INDIVIDUAL HAS MOE STATE• 
MENTS OR ENGAGED IN ACTIVITY THAT KIGHT EMBARRASS U.S. GOVT SHOULD 
AWARD BE GIVEN. 
3. ~ REQUEST DIA BE PROVIDED WITH UPDATED BIOGRAPHIC DATA ON 

c::::!-~A 

DECLASSIFIED IN FUll 
Authority: EO 13526 
Chief, Recofds & Declass Dir, WHS 
Date: SEP 0 1 2017 

~/R RTG CHG/ADDITIONAL COPIES FOR 009L/11JAN82/JA 

CNO WASH DC 
ORIG 009LS(I) 
INFO 00 (1) 09 (1) 098 (1) 06 (2) 61 (3) QQiUl. NCC (1) 

sc (l) 
(D) 

IP (2) 

-cONFIDENTIAL 

16 

PAGE 1 OF 1 
O!IU134Z JAN 82 
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GONFI8ENTIAI! 
. . · 

NAVA~ MESSAGE N A V V 0 E P A R T M E N T 
PENTAGON TELECOMMUNICATIONS CENTER NAVAL MESSAGE 

RTTCZYUW RUESBAA0033 0141315 
ROUTINE 
R 141200Z JAN 82 

FH USDAO BUENOS AIRES AR 

TO CNO WASHDC 

INFO DJA WASHOC/AT-5 
BT 

't* 0 tt I I 6 2 N I I !14 033 JAN 82 .. -
COKNAVINTCOM WASHDC 

SUBJ: LEGIO OF MERIT AWARD (RAOH CARLOS AA BONINO) 

REF: UR KSG DTG 051934Z JAN 82 

1. ~ DATT STRONGLY RECOMMENDS THAT RADK CARLOS AA BONINO, 
ARGENTINE NAVY, BE AWARDED THE LEGION OF MERIT (DEGREE OF OFFICER) . 

2. ~ RADM BONINO HAS NOT HADE STATEMENTS OR ENGAGED IN ACTIVITY 
THAT HIGHT EMBARASS THE U.S. GOVT • .. 
3. (U) THIS MESSAGE HAS BEEN COORDINATED WITH THE AMBASSADOR AND 
~S HIS CONCURRANCE. BEST REGARDS. PITT 

I 9 I I 'df 
BT 

DECLASSIFIED IN FULL 
Authority: EO 13526 
Chief, Records & Declass Div, WHS 
Date: SEP 0 1 2017 

M/R RTG CHG/ORIG TO ACT/PER CNO REF/14JAN/PAF/B 

CNO WASH DC 18 
ACT I ON 009L {3) (M) 
INFO 00(1) 09(1) 098(1) 06(2) 61 (3) 009(3) Ntt(l) IP(2) 

sc (1) 

MCN•92014/09287 TOR•B2014/131~Z TADC82014/1348Z CDSN•MAA594 

'CONFIBENTIAL• 
PAGE 1 OF 1 
141200Z .JAN 82 



OUTIJOifiiO~CII•II•NCIIIIIIDING .. IT 

MIIR'~fBEriti~F' 
CI.AIIIFICATION CW TIIIIIHIITONLV (lwvJ ..,..., __ .... 
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UNCLASSIFiED . 
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-T OIIDIII NO. Oil 
"')(" ... IIIC TNIIOUON llltbl 
REUAIIIiiD• ROUTINE VCNO 
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Gil REJUIINTO 
009L Dt:..ANCED~ANCE OIIONATURI J~l OP· IIOOM AFTER. 

01 ....,..:..;- ". 
1
TYP! ~r--ECII r· .. AL ... 1/ 

~':OUTGOING Letter SECNAV BDDEC&MEDALS 

-~- ~aa~gion of·Merit; recommendation for _........ 
OlE BACICOIIOUNO/IfiiEFINGOr.-s,litm_...S_.__~..._,lauwlllllllr.,...a.JaiiiiiiC_,IIIA""-...SIIIdollnltolllll'-lc 

._._..,....,._II.PI!Pikallaalll~can .... laiMIIlldoM __ cr..._--.,,w!Utlllllll4 .. hn 
OIIII!IIWtl,lllouWiot ..................... ) 

OIR 

--- ISSUE - ll...l 1'11 - • I ;.tp~ -- The attached letter is a recommendation for a Legion 
f0~?,'~~-· of Merit Award for a departing foreign Naval Attache. .,. .. BACKGROUND 

00 
.. rm_ -- Since 1958 it has been traditional to award the 

fa_\~ Legion of Merit (Degree of Officerl to departing foreign ....... naval officers who have served in Washington, D.C. as .. the principal Naval Attache from their country • 

- RECOMMENDATION 

-- It is recommended that OP-09 sign the attached letter. 
OIT .. r 
_<!. 11\ "L-
-'J ,.;-:---01 

11:1 A 

Jl.l DECLASSIFIED IN FULL f{lfj,• 
\..1'1" Authority: EO 13526 

" • ... Chief, Records & Declass Div, WHS 
In\"~ Date: SEP 0 1 2017 ..... 
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((!tr ,.OTHIII SIGNATURE ~'I' ~~ ~-(7~ ICIFFICE CXXIE ANDIOII TlT&.S rATI 2 . 
~ CAPT • R. FORSTER, USN · OP-009L Mar 82 
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CITATION TO ACCOMP~~y THE AWARD OF 

THE LEGION OF MERIT 
(DEGREE OF OFFICER) 

TO 

REAR ADMIRAL CARLOS ALBERTO ANDRES BONINO 
ARGENTI!\E NAVY 

For exceptionally meritorious conduct in the performance of 
outstanding service while serving in Washington, D.C. as the 
Naval Attache to the Embassy of the Argentine Republic from 
February 1980 to January 1982. 

Throughout this period, Rear Admiral Bonino consistently 
served as an effective spokesman of his government and distin
guished himself through his concerted efforts to establish and 
maintain an incisive and informative dialogue with representa
tives of the Departm.ent of the Navy regarding matters of mutual 
naval interest. His keen understanding of the importance of 
cooperation between the two navies resulted in a frank exchange 
of opinions and perspectives which were of inestimable value to 
the U.S. Navy and contributed Jignificantly to the usefulness of 
free world seapower as an instrument of world peace. 

Rear Admiral Bonino's exemplary professional competence, 
dynamic leadership, and exceptional devotion to duty reflected 
great credit upon himself and were in keeping with the highest 
traditions of the Naval Service. 

Pa&e determined to be Unclassified 
Reviewed Chief, ROD, WHS 
lAW EO 13526, Section 3.5 
Date: SEP 0 1 2017 


