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MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

SUBJECT: 

-Armed 

Forces

I (u)

z. Wt
di sappo

was
P
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F

a ng exc frorn mu t nat 0na support
America.

ef orts
nollJ underway to assi

the situation
st frfendly governments of Central Col ombi a

hopes does not constltute a chang
I ack

e of US strategy and r
n by theascribed the situation as perhaps due to a of ag gressive actio

Embas here in t{ashi ton. The Co'lombians are willi nd able to assist.

ng towa or some nce concerning poss
appear
ible

Colombian actions in support of anti-Sandinis activi ti es.

3. +0ilft the smal'l Central American states, except
for Nicaragua, v ew aasa lig brother. In keepi n9

nta
with this idea,

an intelf igence conference
(originators of the concept
conference, held in Bogota
to Centra'l America as:

is held annually'wi:th rqprese tion from Guatemala
) , Cqlonbia, El Sal vador and Honduras. This year's
in March '1982 identified the three principal threats

.. 0.. {f,) Nicaragua - because of its obvious support for insurgents
throughout the region.

b. fffi Mexico because of its voca'l su pport
of su

for the govepnment of
caragua a
erril'las.

nd in li e documented cases t to Guatemalan

c. fr!1 Costa Rica - because of jts inability to protect itself and on
account of the wide range of subversive activity conducted on Costa Rican soiJ.
Because of the esteem with which these smalI friendly nations view Colombia,
and taking into account the latter's d.emocratic goveinment, 

-theorized
that a visit to Bogota by President Reagan would solidify the tmage of US

support.
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,4. (€ili.) I,n commenti.ng on the sitqation in Central Aflet"tca, I opined
that the US must rer.nforce friendly states and pu.blicrlze success more
aggressively. He pointed out that ,lamaica neceittTy voted out of office an
avowed Marxtst regtme but that the US has nqt seized the opportuntty. Si.milarly
in Honduras there-exists an elected government in a poor, abrtcultufal natiqn
seektng to defend itself from outside aggresstqn. Ytrt we permit tt to be
'lurnped-with El Salvadon and Guatenrala a's a regional probiein. Both ,Jamaica
and Honduras should be held up as irodels. f-stressed the need for the !!.to increase fundinq of the Canibbean BasinTnITiative. In answe.r'to my questiQn
on a gooci US respoise to any deployment of t'ilG's to i'licaragua, f
responded, lllJhat-wou1d the Sovibts'do if the Afghqn fighters suddenly acquired
Jeti?" fwent on to say he sees no possibility oi a militery settiernent
in Central Anerica.

::$t€*E+.

the DoD tq understand the fq]lqwtng
pegarding At genti,na's posit Fal i'r.0n followi.ng the Falklandst cri:sts..
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- ArgentinE pgnatns frtendly to the US and understands why the US had to
support the UK, Angentina sees the US as its "older brother'l and i.s tnterested
i.n'iebuilding lelations that extsted prior to the cri.sis.

- Argenti.na enter.tatned no thought of seeking Sqyiet ot other Comnunist
mtlitary aid, The country rematns s.tAunchly anti-Cqnmqn'tst and will conti.nue
its acti.ve suppopt of stabtf i:ty i:n Central America.

'The UK should agree to release Argentine prisoners wi.thout humiliqti.ng
Argenti na.

- The US m.ust extend q hand of conci.'liation by lifti'ng economic sanctions.

3i, ii' ff Ift i r f l?"1'il,:[3, I'li]i"ffi11[::.lx Hi :lil[f,ifi I 
ttf,,t^Affi .lH,l'

needs tine to reiqver and assistance. tQ make the structure work. The altennative
to a nilita.ry Junta is anarch.y.

6. ({in Hith t^egard to Panama, the recent sh.ift i:n Panamani.en poli.cy stnce
the death, Qf Gen'Onar torrijos has tnoved the Government ef Pana.mE lpqn the Left
to the Center under the leaders;hip of the nevr Nati.onal Guard Cormander, BG

Rqben Paredes. Despite thts fact, however, infiltnation from Panama fnto
Co]qmbia continues a'!though Wtthqut qpparent officiql Pananranian sponsopshi.p.
I-expressed satisfaciiqn with. the'att'i.tqd.e and perfernEnce of
Paredes. 'The 

Genena.l wa.s d.es.cf.lhed qs not a "typical PanEmqnlqn" but flft honest
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simple lnan of a more democratic bent than his predecessor, BG 0mar TomiJos.
Paredes has been personally assisting Golombia in dealing with the Colombian
tenrorist gtoupr It1-19. He refuses to rely upon hls staff in dealing with
this sensitive topic and is especially not disposed to rely upon hls G'2,
Col Manuel Noriega (who ts widely regarded as a power seeking, Ieftist
opportunist). f-aid admlt that Paredes would llke to become President
of Panama.

A. I.,ILLIAIi{S
Lieutenant General, US Army
Di rector

cc: ISA (Mr, Sanchez)
CJCS
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