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SUBJECT: Certif1c:&t1CIIl for Argentina - IIPOIMATION ltEHOIAlmUH (11) 

(U) Aecordlq to the 1981 aenc!Mnt to the 1977 llullphrey-le'llDedy '•nd•nt, 
.tlitary aaaiatanee .. , be eztended to Arcentiua only if the Preeident · 
certiflee to the Coagre11 that "the Govern.ent of Argentina baa .ade aisnt­
ficaat progreaa in COIPlYiDI with 1nternat1oually reeosai&ed prineiplea 
of huun righta , and that the provllion of neb aaaiatanee, ereclita, loana 
guarantee•. defenae artielee, defeue aenieea, or export lieeneea 11 in the 
aational lntereat of the UDlted State•." Over the put two yean there have 
been only a haaclful of buaaD righta incident• and no eaaea of dieappearancee. 
Tbe atenei ve politieal. openiag and the recent electiou highlipt an 1.provecl 
~ rights envtraa.ent far beyond tbe expectation of the Congreaa when tbe 
1981 certific:atlon •wndMnt vu puMd. 

~ It will be argued that eertificatiCIIl of Argentina without aiwultaneoua 
certifieation of Chile would not be evenhanded between two eountriea with 
aajor political tenelona~ The GOC hu cupaigned bard agalnat certification 
for Argentina alone. But Chile'• real teeudty interest it not in the tYJibolie 
aet of eart1ficat101l but in tbe poeaibility of an. 1alu thereafter. In 
addition, we believe that the election of a eivlllan IDVernMDt and the 
aclvent of deaoeraey in Argentina veigha aore heavily in enhanein& Chile' 1 
Heurity and iaproving bilateral relatiou betveeu the countriaa. 

~ The UK baa conaiatently uraed the US to withhold certification froa 
Argentina pending itt aare.-nt to forllll.ly declare an end to the nate of 
hMtil:lties over the Palkl.aDde 1 Mre. Thatcher apparently vten US c:erti­
ficatiOD a1 a eignificant political boDaa for Argentina that could work agaioat 
tbe UK in tbe upCOIIing 011 diac:ueaiona on tbe diaputed ielandl 1 Interutlql.y, 
we aota that both Araeutlna and the R have fcnmd waya around confrontation 
wt.n it ia c:onvenient, i.e., the UK hae delivered angtau for the Pl.(; lllltO 
frigataa beiog built for the Arpntiae »avy and indirect converntiona on 
tbe acquil1t101l of Brttiah helicoptara for theae ablpa have continued between 
the UK an4 FRG. lD acldition, the Argentine• have bean able to purchue 
Mdic:al product• ud autnobtla c:aponenta fro. varioa~~ Brltbh COIIP&nie•~ 
lftlll though Britilh IOVernMnt ae ... to d&IIODitrata a dual atandard tward -....... 
ar.a tranafer, we would agree tbat the USG ahould DOt llake any .. jor aru ·· -.! 
aal.ea to Argentina ner the ebort: tan. In fact. ve belie-.. that Alfoaeln '• ~ 
1tated intention to recluca ld.liury epeading due to their huge intenatioul. ~ 
clellt and the Araatiu .uitary'a vtn of tbe US aa an unreliable eacarity ~ 
partaer wlll praelucle any early .. jor ar.a requeatl fro• Argentlu. 
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~ Iu aua, we feel that the pluaas override the negative aapects of 
Pnaicleutial ~rtific:ation for Argeutiu and _that DOD ahould aupport the 
certification of Argentina. SuCh a aove by tbe US would recognise the 

2 

efforts of the present alli tary goverDMnt In moving the country toward de~racy 
and provide the DeW c:ivUio g09'erDMnt with a aip of our intereat in b1proving 
relationa. Prior to any announce.ent, the US ahould once again reaffira to 
the UK our .intentioa to consult closely on any major equ1~nt or parts 
salea until the Falklands problaa is aettled.· Chile ahould be 1nfor..d that 
we are aoviag to recopnze Argentina 'a political opeDiq, but that the US 
vtll continue to aaintain a tlaht control over auy arae tranafer1 to Argentina. 

~ lor your 1Dforaation, John luslmell, US Charge d'Affairea in Buenos Airel 
and Prank Ortiz, tbe US '-baaaador-deaisnate, atrongly favor certification 
for Argntiaa but rec~nd a Yery tight rein on ~ aalu for .at leut the 
uxt couple of yean. In addition, the JCS and Service• aupport certification 
for Arsantina but continue to clealre equal treatment for Chile when the 
political situation per.ita. 

(\) Allbuaaclor Ortiz baa indicated that he would like to obtain USC authority 
to notify the Argentines of US certification just prior to tbe inauguration 
on 10 December. Be believes thb would be a positive geature toward tbe 
Argentine a111tary eatabliahaent and would el1ainate a aenaitive i1aue for 
Preaideut Alfouln duriq the triUUI1t101l period. Prior to IIBking the allDOUilce­
.ent he would privately discuss the aatter with the Prea1dent-elect and gain 
bls concurrence. State aee• to favor an announce•nt at, or after the inauiU­
rat1on by the US repreaentive attaoding the eere.any, probably Vice Pre•ident •us h. 
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