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erineomeM® The question of sovereignty
over the 143-year British-ruled and Argentine-
claimed Falkland Islands has led Bu=nos Aires
to ask London to withdraw its ambassador. The
Argentine envoy to the UK, who was called home
several weeks ago for consultations, will re-
main until the situation is resolved.

iNem@RNNe Relations between the UK and
Arcgentina became strained after the Argentine
foreign ministry issued a 2 January communique
stating that the Falklands -- known to Argen-
tines as the Malvinas -- would be taken over.
This statement, which also accused the British
of refusing to negotiate sovereignty, was re-
leased following a meeting between President
Peron and her top defense and foreign affairs
advisers. It protested the 3 January arrival in
the islands of a British team to explore possibil-

ities for economic development, including sus-
pected offshore petroleum.

tpivemem® Although ties -- primarily
economic -- between the Falklands and Argentina
have increased during recent years, the British
Government has refused to relingquish sovereiqnty.
The UK has insisted that the some 2,000 in-
habitants, who are primarily of British descent,
should have the right to determine their fate.

G meN® The diplomatic move may have
been designed to lessen political pressures on
Mrs. Peron and to appease congressional elements
calling for the severance of relations. Because
of the significant trade between Arxgentina and
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the UK and the government's need for world
economic assistance to prop up its faltering
economy, the Argentines will probably not push
the issue too far. The discovery ¢f petroleum
de;>osits near the islands, however, could lead
to an attempt by oil-short Argentii.a to seize

th2 lightly defended territory. («wibSmisdeimes@is)
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