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CITATION TO ACCOMPANY THE AWARD OF 

THE LEGION OF MER1T 
(DEGREE OF OFFICER) 

TO 

ROBERTO FERMIN AGUIRRE CHAMPEAU 

Major General Roberto Fermin Aguirre Champeau, Argentine Air Force, distin­
guished himself by exceptionally meritorious service in the outstanding 
performance of <iuties as Air Attache, Embassy of Argentina, from 27 January 1975 \\ 
to 3 February 1976. During this period, he exhibited ·the highest standards of ·"".:: . )\ 
professional competence. His untiring efforts to promote understanding and ~ 
cooperation between the air forces of Argentina and the United States have served ·-~ 

I' to strengthen the bonds of friendship and further mutual objectives of both nations. 
His leadership, sound judgment, and diplomacy gained the confidence and 
admiration of those officers of the United States with whom he was in contact. 
General Aguirre Champeau's exemplary manner of performance in these duties 

~" ... .... 
' · ., 

' 

r.efleeted great credit upon himself and the Argentine Air Force. · 

·· .~ 
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. THE UNITED ST1\TES OF Al\!IERIC;\ 
'1'0 Al.J .. \VHO SII...\1.1 .. SE.B 11IIESE PR ESENTS, GREETING: 

TIHS IS '1'0 CERTIFY THAT 
THE PHJ~SIDJ~NT OF THE UNITHD STATES OF AMERICA 

AlLJ'l'IIOHIZED DY ACT OV eONGRESS JULY 20,194·2 
HAS A\VARDJU )> 

THE LEGICtN ()F ~1ERI'l., " 
(DEGREE OF OFFI CERl 

TO 
MAJOR GENERAL ROBERTO FERMIN AGUIRRE CHAMPEAU 

ARGENTINE AIR FORCE 

F'Oll 
EXCEP1'IONALLY MERI'l'OR IOUS CONDUCT 

IN 'll'HE PERFORMANCE OF OUTSTANDING SERVICES 
27 JANUARY 1975 TO 3 FEBRUARY 1976 

.GIVEN UNDER MY HAND . IN TliE CITY OF WASHINGTON 
THIS DAY OF 19 

-l._ c.~ ...... --o.-
SECRETARY OF THE AIR FORCE 



-·OFFICE OF THE -SECRETARY OF DEFENSE ~ 
July 9, 1976 

Memo For The Special Assis tant 

OASD (ISA), Department of State, and DIA 
concur in the attached proposed award and the 
wording of the citation, to Major General 
Roberto Fermin Aguirre Champeau, Argentine 
Air Force. 

The U.S, Ambassador and Defense Attache 
also concur. 

Recommend approval. 
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-. CftNFIDENTIAL l!OFURI4-

OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETA~Y OF DEFENSE 
WASHII'IGTON, D. C. 20301 

0 1 JUL 1976 

In reply refer to: 
1-6043/76 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR, C;t;RRE P~:_· DIRECTIVES DIVISION, OSD 

THROUGH: EXECUTIVE OFFICE, IS . 

SUBJECT: Proposed Award of th egion of Merit (Degree of Officer) 
to Major General Roberto Fermin Aguirre Champeau 

This office concurs ln the proposed award and the wording of the ~ 
citation for the legfon of Merit, Degree of Officer, to Major 
General Roberto Fermin Aguirre Champeau, in recognition of hls 
exceptionally meritorious conduct in the performance of outstanding 
services while serving as Air Attache, Embassy of Argentina, Washington, 
D.C., from 27 January 1975 to 3 February 1976. 

The Department of State and the Defense Intelligence Agency concur 
ln the proposed award and in the wording of the citation. 

Enclosure 
Dept of State Letter 
w/Enclosure 

i! e/J,. ~,....., ·fo-' 
~llf··', 
~ 

1/tJ 
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OffiCE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETActY OF DEFENSE 
WASHINGTON, D. C: • .20301 

2 1 JUN 1976 

In reply refer to: 
1-6043/76 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY FOR INTER-AMERICAN 
AFFAIRS, DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

SUBJECT: Proposed Award of the Legion of Merit (~egree of Officer) 
to Major Genera) Roberto Fermin Aguirre Champeau 

The Department of the Air Force has proposed the award of the Legion 
of Mer i t (Degree of Officer) to Major Genera) Roberto Fennin Aguirre 
Champeau in recognit ion of his outstanding services as Air Attache, 
Embassy of Argentina, Washington, D.C., from 27 January 1975 to 
3 February 1976. 

It is requested that the enclosures be rev iewed and that this memo­
randum be signed in the space provided be l ow if you concur in the 
award and the wording of the citation. 

Encl osure: 
Memo for SecDef 

w/4 Attachments ~ 
( \ 

Department of State Concurs: _·.:::-~_-:;;.';J_.. ~...::·..;;::...l-c:'{;;;...~· \,::...' ,..;..
1 

1,...~...·_:-_-_ -_-_-_-_ __ _ 
Wording of Citation Approved. 

Department of State Objects: 
Separate Comments. 

DECLASSIFIED IN f!jU .. 
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.. G9NF16ENT1Al 
DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 

WASHINGTON 20330 

OFFICE OF' THE SECRETARY 

Jum 7 1916 

SUBJECT: Award of the Legion of Merit (Degree of Officer) -
.ACTION MJI(()IWmOJI 

~e bepart.ent of tbe Air Porce recommends award of the Legion of 
Merit (Degree of Officer) to Major General Roberto Perain Aguirre Champeau 
in recognition of his outstanding services as Air Attache, Embassy of 
Argentina, Washington DC, from 27 January 1975 to 3 Februar,y 1976. 

The United States Ambassador and the us Defense Attache, Buenos Aires, 
concur in this award. A background investigation reveals no derogatory 
information concerning General Aguirre Champeau. 

I reCOIDend that you approve the award and: 

a. Sign the certificate and the citation. 

b. 
citation. 

Impress your seal in the lower left corner of the 

4 Attachllents 
1. Certificate 
2. Citation 
3. Basic reCOIIIIIIendation _¢ 2 cys 
4. Biography J/t1 2 c:ys 

cc: Deputy Secretary of Defense 

Thomas C. Reed 
Secretary of the Air Forci 

DECLASSIFIED IN FUll 
Authority: EO 13526 
Chief, Records & Declass Div, WHS 
Date: APR j 7 2018 
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..... 11111111 I Ill I II II (When Flll9d In) L\n&Ur-II"U'""I\1 .... 111 ·1 

. · . . . --v\7111--HJJ;.._J] _~ It'l l .•. 
'DATE • • '!' RECOMMENDATiON FOR DECORATION 16 March 1976 ,. . 

TO; (O'II""iz:Dilon end ~tddre•s) FROM! (Or/lllnl:rrerion lltld address) 

AFMPC/DPMASA2 Hq USAF/CVAFL 
Randolph AFB TX 78148 Wash DC 20330 

.. _ 
RECOMMEN OA TION 

I. NAME OF DECORATION (Indicote number of cluoters, II oppropr/Rte) 2. RECOMMENDATION IS BASED ON: 

Legion of Merit, Degree of Officer DHEIIIOISM OouTsTANDING ACHIEVEMENT 

(EMERITOIIIIOUS SERVICE (Bt .. ed an completed period of :rtuvlco 

I . INCLUSIVE DATEISI 01" ACT, ACHIEVEMENT OR SERVICE 

PROMs 27 January 1975 TO: 3 February 1976 ·-
PERSONAL DATA ON INDIVIDUAL BEING RECOMMENDED 

4. l..AST NAME FIIIIST NAME- MIDDLE INITIAL S. AP'SN 8 , SSAN 

AGUIRRE CHAMPEAU, Roberto Fermin N/A N/A 
T. GRADE 8, DATE OF BIRTH 

Major General N/A 
t. PRESENT ORGANIZATION AND STATION 10. PRESENT DUTY ASSIGNMENT 

N/A N/A 

II . PERMANENT HOME ADDRESS 12. ORGANIZATION OF NEXT DUTY ASSIGNMENT (lndlcll!te, i1 not 

N/A •ppllcable) 

N/A 
13, ORGANIZATION, DUTY ASSIGNMENT AND GRADE AT TIME OF 1 •• EP'P'ECTII/E DATE OF PRO. IS. INDIVIDUAL.'$ SERVICE IN 

ACT OR SERI/ICE MOTION TO GRADE IN WHICH AIR FORCE SINCE ACT OR 

Embassy of Argentina SERIIING SERVICE HAS I!IEEN 
HONORAI!IL.E 

Air Attache 
Major General N/A rzl YES ONo 

15: DATE OP' DREASSIGNMENT, I:] RETIREMENT, QoR SEPARATION: 
N/A THE CBPD WILL. PROVIDE AND VERIFY THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION: 

RETIREMENT OR SEPARATION IS OvoL.UNTARY DINVOLUNTARY , AND THE FOLLO WING SERVICE OATES APPLY 

coos TAFCSD TAFMSD 

Pl..SD T F CSO TMSD 

17, PREVIOUS UNITED STATES DECORATIONS, COMPLETE AUTHORITY THERE:FOR, AND INCLUSIVE DATES OF SERVICE RECOGNIZED 
(Do not In elude eervlce mod~tla, b<lttlo cl'fldlte, unit citation• or lorelllt> deoor•tlona) 

None known DECLASSIFIED IN FULL 
Authority: EO 13526 
Chief, Records & Declass Div, WHS 
Date: APR 1 7 2018 

IS, ARE OTHER RECOMMENDAT IONS I"OR AWARDS TO THIS Ill . ARE .OTHEft INDIVIDUALS BEING RECOMMENDED FOR THE 
INDIVIDUAL. PENDING (ll yee, elate eworde) SAME ACT OR SERVICE 

DYES [iNo DYES IK]No 

zo,., II" ANSWER TO ITEM It IS YES, ARE THE RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THE OTHER INDIVIDUALS FORWARDED AS A PART OF THIS 
RECOMMENDATION 

DYES 0No 

1>. IF ANSWER TO IT EM ZOa IS NO , EXPI.AIN REASON FOR DELAY, INCLUDING DATE RECOMMENDAT ION($) WIL.L. BE FORWARDED. 
AND IDENTII"Y THE INDIVIDUo\L(SI BY GRADE, NAME, SERVICE NUMBER, PRESENT ORGo\NIZATION, STATION, AND DECORATION 
RECOMMENDED. 

l1, HAS PREVIOUS AWARO BEEN MADE TO THIS INDIVIDUAL FOR THIS ACT OR SERVICE 

OvEs ~NO 
;12, IF AWARD IS POSTHUMOUS, OR INDIVIDUAL RECOMMENDED IS MISSING IN ACTION OR A PRISONER OF WAR, LIST NAME, ADDRESS 

AND RELATIONSHIP OF NEXT OF KIN. 

N/A 
23. OATE WHICH PRESENTATION OF AWARD IS 24. IF' APPROVED, FORWARD FOR PRESENTATION TO (Dtlltm lz&tlon and ll!ddtelfa) 

DESIRED, IF APPROVED 

ASAP Hq USAF /CVAFL, Wash DC 20330 

AF f.?Nq~' 642 PREVIOUS ECiTION OF TliiS FC:. ~M tltH4!z.rlT ~ PIR I FFIIIt' b 1::1!! diCE f (When Filled In) 
BE USED UNTIL. STOCK IS EXHAU 
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8/1Wlfe~7 ,125/DS-6A 

TO: Chief, Foreign Liaison Division 
Office of the Vice Chief of Staff 
Department of the Air Force 
Washington, DC 20330 

SUBJECT: Recommendation for Award 

Reference: Your letter, A:H/CVAPL, 19 February 1976 

8 MAR 1976 

1. The Defense Intelligence Agency concurs i n the award of the 
Legion of Merit (Degree of Officer) to Maj Gen Roberto Fermin Aguirre 
Champeau, Air Force. 

2. Based upon a review of intelligence and security files within DIA, 
there is no information currently available to indicate that presentation 
of the award to this individual would either depreciate the decoration or 
embarrass the U.S. Government. 

3. Attached, per your request, is DIA Biographic Data concerning subject. 

FOR THE DIRECTOR: 

Encl~sure 
BIO IJ;lta on Maj 
Gen A irre 
ChB.III!> u, Mar 7 6 
~.,....,. (1 Cy) 

DECLASSIFIED IN FUll 
Authority: EO 13526 
Chief, Records & Declass Div, WH$ 
Date: APR 1 7 2018 
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-€0t4FIBENTIJ8st: . 

BIOGRAPHIC DATA ARGENTINA 
Maj Gelll Roberto Ferm{n AGUIRRE CHAMPEAU 

March 1976 

(U) ~: Maj Gen Rob~rto Ferm!n Aguirre :Cbam.peau, 
Air Foree. 

(U) POSiTION: Retired. Served as Air Attache aucl 
Air Force Delegate to the Inter-American Defe~se 
Board from Jan 1975 to Feb 1976. 

~ SIGNIFICANCE: Maj Gen Aguirre Champeau is a 
rated pilot who has had several top COIIID8nd &lld 

\ military school directorship assignments. In 1974 
\ he was mentioned as the most likely candidate to 

\
· .... · . : · become · Commander General of the Air Force due to 

his accept bility to the ruling Peronists. 
·,_ · . Maj Gen · · irre Champeau along with a nUIIber of · 

"'-"'-· . other h h railing officers were forced to re&:ire as 
. ~- res t of the "Air Foree Rebellion" of 18 Dee 1975. 

£8~~8&14) POLITICS: 

(U) International: Maj Gen Aguizre Champeau's international political 
. ~ews . are unknown. He served as Air Attache in Lilla, Peru, and has made an 
official visit to Peru, Venezuela, and Brazil. 

bfi/U8P8NI) Internal: Maj Gen Aguirre Champeau's internal political · · · . 
views are unknown; however, he does not appear to be an anti-Peronist. The exa~t . .. 
reason for naming him Air Attache remains uncle!lr• Some reports indicated that 
the ~ppointment would be temporary and was made to remove the General from the 
local political conflict between the then Mini ster of Defense-and the Social 
Welfare Minister. Other reports stated that the former Air For.ce COIIIID&nder 
General, .Lt ··Gen Hector Luis Fautario, sent h im out of the country in order to 
rtmove his nearest rival. An Attache job for a general officer. normally is· 
Viewed by the Argentine· Air .Force 8a an' end-of-the-line assigaaent. · 

(U) PERSONAL DATA:' 

(U) !!!:E!l: 

(U) ' . --
--··· ··¥­,._ ..... ~ ... _, ......... CONFI!)!N IIAt 

DECLASSIFIED IN FULl 
Authority: EO 13526 · · · . 
Chief, Records &·Declass Div, WHS 
Date: . APR 1 7 2018 . 
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DECLASSIFIED IN FULL 
Authority: EO 13526 
Chief, Records & Declass Div, WHS 
Date: APR 1 7 2018 

ARGENTINA 
Maj Gen Roberto Ferm!n AGUIRRE CHAMIEAU 

March 1976 ·· 

(U) Descri:2tion: Unknown. 
\ .,•, 

(U) Languages: Native Spanish. f 

(u) Religion: . Probably Roman Catholic. 

(U) Decorations: Brazilian Military Pilot "Honoris Causa11
• 

(U) CIVIL EDUCATION: Primary and secondary presumably in Argentina. 

(U) CAREER: 

1943-1946 

1946-1949 

1949-1950 

1950-1951 . 
1951 
1951-1953 

1953 
1953-1955 
1955 

1955-1959 

1959-1960 . 

196<>-1962 

1962-1963 
1963 --
1963-1965 

1965 

1966 
1967-1969 . 
1969 

.. 

-Cadet, Military Aviation School, C6rdoba, Nov 1943-Dec 
·· 1946. Commissioned 3d Lt and Military Pilot, 17 Dec 1946. 

-Assigned to 1st Bomber Regiment, Dec 1946-nec 1948. 
Concurrently, Student, School of Mountain Flying, Jan 
1948-Mar 1949. Promoted to 2d Lt, 1948. 

-Assigned to 2d Air Transport Regiment, Mar 194.9-Dec 1950. 
Promoted to 1st Lt, 1950. 

-Assigned to 3d Attack Regiment, Dec 1950-Aug 1951. · 
-Assigned to 2d Transport Group., Aug-Nov. 
-Assigned to 7th Technical Group, Nov 195l~Jan 1953. 

Promoted to Capt, 1952. 
-Assigned to 2d Transport Group~ Jan-Nov. 
-Assigned to 1st Technical Group., Nov 1953-Feb 1955. 
-student, Basic Course, Command and Staff School, 
Buenos Aires, Feb-Dec. 

-Assigned to the Military Aeronautical Tnstit11tes Command, ·.· 
Dec 1955-Jan 1959. Promot~d to Maj, 1956. · 

-Assigned to unidentified Air Force Command, Jan 1959-Dec 
1960. Promoted to Lt Col, 31 Dec 1959. 

-Assistant Director, Aerolineas Argentinas (Argentine .. 
State Airlines), Dec 1960-Feb 1962 . 

-Assigned to the I Air Brigade, Oct 1962-Jan 1963. 
-As.signed to the V Air Brigade, Jan-May. 
-commander, 1st Bamber Group, May 1963-Jan 1965. Promoted 
to Col, 1963. 

-Commander, Aeroparque Military Air Base, Buenos Aires, 
Jan-Dec. 
-student~ Superior Course, Command and Staff School. 
-Air Attach~, Lima,, Peru, Jan 1967-Jan 1969. · 
.;commander, II Air Brigade, Jan-Dec. 

. I 
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... ·. 

1969·1971 

1971-1972 
1972-1973 

1973-1974 
1974-1975 
1975-Present 

. CONFIDENTIAL 
ARGmTINA. 

Maj Gen Roberto Ferm{n AGUIRRE CHAMPEAU 
March 1976 

-Commander, IV Air Brigade, Mendoza, Dec 1969-Nov 1971. 
Promoted to Brig Gen, Dec 1969. 

-Director, Command and Staff School, Nov '"971-Dec 1972. 
-Dir'~ctor, National War School, Buenos Aires, .Dec 
1972-Dec 1973. Official travel to Peru, Venezuela, 
and Brazil, Nov 1973. Promoted to Maj Gen, 1973~ 

-Conunander, Personnel Command, Dec 1973-Mar 1974. 
- ··· ···· -Commander, Air Operations · commana-,· Mar 1974-Jan 1975. 

-Air Attach~ and Air Force Delegate to the Inter-Ameriean 
Defense Board from Jan 19?5 to Feb 1976. Presently 
reti red from the Argentine Air Porce. 

·.;:·· · 

.·· : ... ~ ..• . ·· -~ ..... ~·t 

. . .. . ... . . 
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CITATION TO ACCOMPANY THE AWARD OF 

THE LEGION OF MERIT 
(DEGREE OF OFFICER) 

TO 

ROBERTO FERMIN AGUIRRE CHAMPEAU 

Major General Roberto Fermin Aguirre Champeau, Argentine Air Force, distin­
guished himself by exceptionally meritorious service in the outstanding 
performance of duties as Air Attache, Embassy of Argentina, from 27 January 1975 
to 3 February 1976. During this period, he exhibited the highest standards of 
professional competence. His untiring efforts to promote Wlderstanding and 
cooperation between the air forces of Argentina and the United States have served 
to strengthen the bonds of friendship and further mutual objectives of both nations. 
His leadership, sound judgment, and diplomacy gained the confidence and 
admirafdon of those officers of the United States with whom he was in contact. 
General Aguirre Champeau's exemplary manner of performance in these duties 
reflected great credit upon himself and the Argentine Air Force. 
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TI-lE UNITED STATES OF-,ANIERIC 
TO ALL \VIIO SHALL SEE THESE PRESEl\"TS, GREETING: 

THIS IS TO CER'riFY THAT 
THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNI'R'E D STATES OF ~\IERICA 

AUTIIOHIZED BY ACT OF C()NGRESS .JlH .. "\.,..20.194·2 
HAS A\VARDJ<;D 

THE LEGION 01~ NIERI']-, 
(DEGREE OF OFFICER) 

. 1,0 
MAJOR GENERAL ROBERTO FERMIN AGUIRRE CHAMPEAU 

ARGENTINE AIR FORCE 

FOR . 
EXCEPTIONALLY ~IERITORIOlJS CONDUCT 

IN THE PERFORlJANCE OF ()UTST.ANDING SERVICES 
27 JANUARY 1975 TO 3 FEBRUARY 1976 

• 

<HVJ;;~ U~DJ;;H liY UA."'D IX 1'111;; CITY 01-' WASIIIXGTON 
TillS U.\.Y OF IH 
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