




































































Army that it must take over and change the political system to
save the country, and how fast that mentality is growing.

For this reason, It may be a mistake to see the sudden
selzures of power by the military In Brazli, Peru, and Chile and
their subsequent, almost immediate, implantation of far reaching
authoritarian rule as the model for the probable course of events
in Argentina. It Is likely to happen more slowly in Argentina,
in two of more stages rather than in a single move. Thus, one
possible scenarioc Is for Mrs. Peron to be removed in favor of a
civilian successor, who will also be unable to control events; for
a stil) divided military subsequently to take over in an ostensibly
temporary capacity to attempt to restore calm; and finally,
when traditional techniques have worked neither for the civilians
nor the military, and, as violence and economic disorder continue
to escalate, for a “hardline mentality" to rise to dominate
the Army. At that point, either the current Army leadership
would be forced to impose harsh, authoritarian rule or a new
generation of Army officers, increasingly unfettered by the
constraints and divisions of the past, would probably remove
them and impose it in their place.

Whatever the exact scenario, the conditions seem ripe for
permanent changes In the Argentine political system. New political

forces have emerged and are having a heavy impact on the traditional"

political forces, political and economic probiems have assumed
proportions that will not long admit to temporizing or inaction,
and the basic value consensus that made the o!d system possible has
probably broken down. To monitor the Jikelihood of basic and
far-reaching changes in Argentina (and their implications for US
interests) continued scrutiny of the attitudes of military officers
at the middle as well as fop ranks will be required.
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