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Army that l* must take over and change the pol ltlcal system to
save *he country, and how tast *hat menfallty ls grorlng.

For thls reason, lf may be a mlstake to see fhe sudden
selzures of porer by the mllitary ln Brazll, Peru, and Chlle and
their subsequent, almosi irrnediate, implantstion of far reaching
aufhorltarlan rule as the rnodel for the probable course of eyents
in Argantina- lt ls likely to happen nore s.lowly ln Argentlna,
In tro oi nore stages rather than ln a slngle move. Thus, one
posslble scenarlo Is for Mrs, Peron to be removed in favor of a
civillan successor, who will also be unable to confrol events; for
a stlll divided military subsequently to take oyer in an ostenslbty
temporary capaclty fo attempt to restore calm; and tlnally,
rhen fraditlonal techniques have rorked neifher for the civilians
nor fhe mi Iltary, and, as vlolence and economic disorder conflnue
to escalate, for a nhardline mentalityrr to rise to dominate
the Army. At that point, eifhar the currant f,rny leadershlp
uould be forced to lmpose harsh, authoritarlan rule or a neu
generatlon of Array officers, lncreaslngly unfettered by the
constraints and divislons of fhe past, rould probably remove
th6m and impose lf in thelr place.

Whatever fhe €xact sceoarlo, ths condlfions seem rlpe fgr
permanenf changes In the Argentine polltlcal system. Ner polifical
forces have emerged and are having a heavy lmpact on the traditional
political forces, politlcal and economlc problsms have assumed
propor*lons thaf rlll not long admlt to *ernporizing or inaction,
and the baslc yalue consensus that rnade the otd system possible has
probably broken dorn. To monltor the llkelihood of basic and
far-reaching changes ln Argentlng (and thelr lmpllcations for US
interests) continued scrutiny of ths attltudes of military officers
at the middle as well as top ranks ylll be required.
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