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D1 A SPECIAL DEFENSE INTELLIGENCE NOTICE (U) .
DIASDIN __ 84-2B (AS OF30430 EST 24 Mar 76 )

ARGENTINA: MILITARY SEIZES POWER. (U)

1. (@iNemes® The armed forces have deposed President
Maria Estela Peronn and assumed control of the country.
The service chiefs will install a government today with
Army Commander Gen Jorge Videla serving as President
of the junta.

2, m Mrs. Peron was placed in mil:.tary custody
early today. She is now reportedly en route to a resort
near Bariloche, some 900 miles southwest of Buenos Aires,
where she will be detained by military authorities.

3. . (yinoromwmesNeEs The armed forces have placed troops
in strategic parts' of the country to-couttter any adverse
.reaction to the coup, although no major violence is expected.
Several labor unions have reportedly heen taken over and
their labor chiefs detaaned.A-» .
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4. @@NNOEERM) Even a late call by Peronist Party Idaders
for their rank-and-file members to protest the military
action is not likely to be heeded. In fact, politiciams
and most labor leaders and their followers, as well as
the general public, have in recent days grown to

accept military intervention as inevitable and nec-

essary..

5. G@NerONs The military government is faced

with correcting a magnitude of serious problems --

galloping economic inflation, leftist terrorism, and

divisiveness among and in almost every political
element. However, the armed forces apparently have
dedicated a great deal of time to préparing plans
for a new government and they may be more success-
ful than previous military governments in running
the country. In any event, it can be expected that
the new government will retain friendly relations
with the US and perhaps even strengthen them.
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