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DIN•lB 03053 MAR 76 

D _I A _ SPECIAL DEF.ENSE INTELLIGENCE NOTICE (U} : 

DIASDIN 84-28 (AS OFt 0430 E'$T 24 Mar 76 ) 

ARGENTINA: . MILITARY SEIZES POWER. (U) 

1. f l;'lre•••tJ ·The armed forces have deposed President 
Maria Estela Perob and assumed control of the country. 
The service chiefs will install a gover.nment today with 
Army Commander Gen Jorge Videla serving as President 
of the junta. · _. :· . 

2. l 1/UIII•J Mis • Peron was placed in Jt4li tary custody 
early ·today. She is now reportedly en route to a resort 
near Bariloche, some 900 miles southwest of Buenos Aires, 
where she will be detained by military authorities. 

3. -MJi:UtU!&i/il!llltllaJ 'J.'he. aned forces hue placed troops 
in strategic parts· of the country· to -count$r any adverse 

.reaction to the coup, althOugh no major vio;J.ence iS expected. 
several : labor unions have reportedly been taken over _and 
their labor chiefs detained,. . - " -. ·. : · · · . · 
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4. ( l;lJIF?PU) Even a late call by Peronist Party !laders 
for their rank-and-file members to protest the military 
action is not likely to be heeded. In fact, politicians 
and most labor leaders and their followers, as well as 
the general public, have in recent days grown to 
accept military interventio~ as inevitable and nec-
essary •• 

5. ( 1$'11111•11 The military government is faced 
with correcting a magnitude of serious problems -
galloping economic inflation, leftist terrorism, and 
divisiveness among and in a~ost every political 
element. However, the ar.med forces apparently have 
dedicated a great deal .of time to preparing plans 
for a new government and they may be .more success
ful than previous military governments in running 
the country. In any event, it can be expected that 
the. riew government will retain friendly relations 
with the us and perhaps even strenqthen them. 

.Prepared by- , 
(IIIII 0 lssg==;;;=;==vr=;r ) 
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