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ARGENTINA: TERRORISM AND THE MILITARY 
GOVERNMENT (U) 

~.nuna%'1 

U;'JJfflft:I/;'ICf/II£TI1 I Le.6.t- and ILigh-t-wing t:.e.ILILoJL
.u., m c.ontinue.6 t:.o plague. t:.he. c.ou.n.tll..!J . Vu pLte. a. 
.6 /: e.ppe.d-up a.nt:..Ue.ILILoJLi.6t:. e.HoJLt:., a.c.u o 6 vio.te.nc.e. 
.6 l nc.e. t:.he. ~~t:. o6 ApiL£.t have. a..tmo4.t JLe.ac.he.d piLe.c.oup 
l eve£.6. The new miti.taJLy gove.JLnm e.n.t haA e.~.tab~he.d 
M one o 6 .i..U :two piL.i.maiLy go a.l.6 t:. h. e eLi.mina.:t.i.o n o 6 
t:.eiLILoiL~m. The o:the.IL obje.c.:tlve. i6 .the. JLe.~:toJLat:..i.on 
ofi a. viable. e.c.o nom.i.c. oJLde.JL. The. m.i...tUa.ILy po.6.6e..6.6 :the. 
c.apa.bit.Uy :to e.JLa.d.i.c.a..te. known :te.Jt/i_'J JL.i..6t . e.le.me.ntJJ a.nd 
a;uz. pu.IL.6u..i.ng a. mode.JLa.te. a.n.tUe.Mo ll-<..6 .t c.ouiL.6e.. Unde.IL 
t:.he. moJJ.t 6avoJLable c.ondLt.i.oM, howeve.Jt., .i..t will p!t.ob
a.bly t:.ak.e. 6Jt.om t> .i.x. mont:.h.6 :to a yea.Jr. be.6otr.e. :the. m.i.l.i.
t:.a.Jt.y c.an IL.i.d t:.h e. c.oun.tJLy o6 the. .6 e. JLioU.6 t:. h.Jt.e.at:. t:.o 
i nt e.JLna.l JJec.u.JL.Uy :that the te.JLJLoti6t pJLoblem po.6e..6 
{90%,Al. 0/Uh a. mode.11.ate. a.ppJLoa.c.h .to the. .6Ltu.ation, 
:the m.U.UaJt.y w.i.t l maint:.a..i.n public. uppotr.t:. .i.n t:.he..i.IL 
a.nt:..i..6 u.b ve.IL~.i.v e. a.c.:t.i.v.i.:t.i.u , and a .6 .te.ady .i.mplt.o v e.me.n:t 
-in t:.h.e. .6e.c.u.Jr...i.:ty JJ.i.:tua.:t.i.on .i..6 Uke.ly (90%, A). In :the. 
6/.. na..t ana.ty-11~, the uta.bllihme.nt a6 a po.f.it.i.c.a.t 
a.t mo.6phe.ILe. 61Lee o6 v.i.ole.nc.e. depe.n d4 to a. t all.ge. e.x-
t:.ent on the. a.c.c. eptanc.e. by t:.he .ta.b a~ move.me.n:t 1 .6 lr..ank a.nd 
6ile. o6 a.n a.U.6:t eJt.e. e.c.onom.i.c. plt.ogJt.a. to halt c.Jt..i.ppling 
.i.n6tat:..i.on and e. Jt.o.6ion o6 the. wolr..k. e.r..~' tr.e.a...e wa.ge. 
( . O%,A). 

B"ckground 

11/Pirl•t;tzn ••••t Terrorism poses a serious 
tb.reat to the c ountry's internal s ecurity . It is 
c r ried over from the days of Mrs . Peron's adminis
t r ation and is being fueled by bot left and right 
e l e ments. Lefti st activities have been conducted 
p r imarily by two organizations -- ·the Mont oneros , 
wh o are breakaway Peronists, and t '1e Peoples Revolu
t i onary Army (ERP), whose ultimat e goals are to 
overthrow the government and to es t ablish a workers' 
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s t ate. On the r ight, such acts h rv e been carried 
out for the mos t part by a few l a or, military, and 
police personnel taking antisubver sive matters into 
t .eir own hands . Although there .l:.as been some specu-
1 tion that Mrs . Peron's government condoned the 
r:~ghtist violence, no supportive evidence has ever 
s urfaced. In any event, such an endorsement would 
not likely be made public. 

Recent Developments . 

(1{11!2 lid!) iOlCffCIEM A lull t hat occurred in ter
r rist activities for two weeks a ;:ter Mrs . Peron's 
o .ster can probably be attributed to a " f ear of the 
unknown" attitude on the part of t he Mont oneros and 
t he ERP. As soon as these groups learned that the 
m.i.litary junta would follow a mode rate antisubversive 
c ampaign, they r enewed their anti _. overnment activi-
t .' es but with an apparent change .".n thei r tactics • 
Generally, the t errorists now are employi ng "hit and 
r un" techniques, with assassinations as the primary 
purpose of their operations. Thei r targets seem to be 
ti1ose of opportunity, and their a t tacks are primarily 
d i rected at police and security pPr sonnel . For the 
moment, it does not appear that t he diplomatic commu
n i ty has become a specific target . If leftist activi
t i es become suff iciently suppress ed or i f the ERP or 

· M ·ntoneros should begin to feel an economic pinch, 
they are expected to resort to kidnaping for ransom 
di plomatic or wealthy individuals , Argentine or ·for
e i gn. They have conducted this t ype of activity in 
t he past with gr eat success and sr·.ould s t ill be judged 
capable of doing so. 

7 May 76 

· j '' Mean-
while, Pres .. dent Videla is at-

. tempting to halt r i ght-wing 
violence by ordering military 
conunanders i-.o crack down on 
those partic ipating in such 
activities. At the same time, 
he has order ed that all terror
ist detainees recei ve good treat
ment. These orders have probably 
been issued t o assure that the 
government avoids committing any 
questionable act o f repression 
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tl:~at might be construed as a viola.tion of human rights 
and in turn bring about world condemnation as has oc
curred in Chile. By the same token, Videla in ordering 
the end of such rightist activities is as serting his 
a .thority amid accusations by mi V.tary hardliners that 
he has been indecisive in leaders!~ ip. In pursuing 
such a course, the President has c1.irectly challenged 
t hose hardliners in the armed forces who demand such 
dr astic measures against the left as the use of right
i s t death squads. The fact that c.rmy commanders have 
heeded Videla's words to curb right-wing violence in-
d · cates that the junta chief, at .. east momentarily, has 
won an endorsement for his moderat e approach to terror
i s m. 

te;'IIS! TEU;Zm llllll Any thousht that Videla might 
b forced out as junta President :Ln the near future 
because of hardline demands for a stronger stand on 
t e rrorism should not be taken too seriously (90%,A). 
He appears to be as qualified as s.ny Arge ntine can be 
for the position under the present circumstances of 
w.certainty and to date has brought some cohesion to 
t he politically torn country. Vi ela was successful 
i n postponing any attempt to overt hrow Mrs. Peron's 
government until the military were sufficiently pre
pared to do so. This postponement. lasted for a per
i od of more than a year. His successful handling of 
ti1e December 1975 air force revolt further demonstrates 
ti1at he can effectively deal with and control dissi
dents under his command. 

Outlook 

(c;masspJT;'Utl£!17) Right-wing violence! will prob
ab ly be brought under control rap.' dly. However, left
i s t terrorism wi ll remain the principal threat to in
t ernal public security for the ne ~.r term (90% ,A). The 
l eftists will continue in their at t empts to infiltrate 
and agitate unrest among the rank and file members of 
the labor movement, hoping for a t urn to a hardline 
approach in the junta's dealings \':r i th them. This they 
be lieve would turn public support away f r om the govern
ment and result in a political pol arization which 
would improve t heir chances of bu ' l ding a popular base 
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o:f support leading to a bid for power. On the other 
hand, the milit .ary must convince ·their hardliners thrQuqh 
S' l..tccess in the antiterrorist campaign that a moderate 
a:9proach to ter rorism is the most feasible w-ay of 
correcting the problem and of maintaining vital public 
support. At the same time, serious violations of human 
rights must be avoided in order not to discredit the 
j unta on the world stage. Any su.oh foreign criticism 
~dght jeopardize the government' s chances of obtaining 
i nternational l oans badly needed for full economic 
r e covery, and i n turn stir more tarrorism. The success
ful implementat ion of a moderate course by the govern
m3nt will go a long way toward r e1ucing the leftists 
to an insignifi cant force (90%,A) . In the final analy
sis, the establ ishment of a political atmosphere free 
of violence depends to a large ext ent on the workers' 
acceptance of the economic austerity measures needed 
to halt the cri ppling inflation ~nd erosion of the 
l abor paycheck (90%,A). llllb! I 1 la 111 spa ti 
fin' i aj ami ;i nt£ I 
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