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ARGENTINA: TERRORISM AND THF MILITARY
GOVERNMENT (U)

St mmaxy

Left- anc right-wing ternor-
im continues to plague the countrny. Despite a
s epped-up antiltennonist effont, c2ts of violence
s.nce Lthe finst of April have almost neached precoup
Levels. The new militany govennment has established
ai one 0f Lts two primany goals the elimination of
tennonism. The other objective 4is the nestoration
0/ a viable economic onder. The nilitary possess the
copability £o eradicate known tenrnonist. elemenits and
aie punsuing a moderate antitennonist course. Unden
the most favorable conditions, howzaven, it willL prob-
ably take grom six months Zo a yea:r before the mili-
torny can ndid the country of the serdous Lhreat 2o
intennal securnity that the tennonist problfem poses
(70%,A]. With a moderate approach to the situation,
the military will maintain public suppont in their
antisubvensdive activities, and a steady improvement
L1 the secunity sdituation 48 Rikely (90%,A). 1In Zhe
§ nal analysis, the establishment 3§ a political
a’mosphene gree of violence depends to a Large ex-
tent on the acceptance by the Labor movement's rank and
§ile of an austene economic program L0 halt cadippling
?gggaifon and erosion of the wonrketis' real wage

4 » .

Beckground

GAioreMWiRilNedls) Terrorism poses a serious
threat to the country's internal sazcurity. It is
caxrried over from the days of Mrs. Peron's adminis-
tration and is being fueled by both left and right
elements. Leftist activities have been conducted
primarily by two organizations -- the Montoneros,
who are breakaway Peronists, and the Peoples Revolu-
tionary Army (ERP), whose ultimate goals are to

varthrow the government and to es:ablish a workers'
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state. On the right, such acts hive been carried

out for the most part by a few lalor, military, and
police personnel taking antisubversive matters into
their own hands. Although there l'as been some specu-
lation that Mrs. Peron's government condoned the
rightist violence, no supportive cvidence has ever
surfaced. 1In any event, such an endorsement would
nct likely be made public.

Recent Developments

OHNOROTTWNTNTE®™ A lull tlat occurred in ter-
rorist activities for two weeks aiter Mrs. Peron's
ouster can probably be attributed to a "fear of the
unknown" attitude on the part of the Montoneros and
the ERP. As soon as these groups learned that the
military junta would follow a moderate antisubversive
campaign, they renewed their anticovernment activi-
ties but with an apparent change :n their tactics.
Generally, the terrorists now are employing "hit and
run" techniques, with assassinaticns as the primary
purpose of their operations. Their targets seem to be
those of opportunity, and their aittacks are primarily
directed at police and security prrsonnel. For the
moment, it does not appear that the diplomatic commu-
nity has become a specific target. If leftist activi-
ties become sufficiently suppresscd or if the ERP or

- Mcntoneros should'begin to feel an economic pinch,

they are expectad to resort to kifnaping for ransom
diplomatic or wealthy individuals, Argentine or for-
eign. They have conducted this tvpe of activity in
the past with great success and siould still be judged

capable of doing so.
i _-n-q Mean-
while, President Videla is at-

v 1

tempting to halt right-wing
violence by ordering military
commanders o crack down on
those participating in such
activities. At the same time,
he has ordered that all terror-
ist detainecs receive good treat-
ment. Thesc ordexrs have probably
been issued to assure that the
government avoids committing any
questionable act of repression
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t.at might be construed as a violation of human rights
and in turn bring about world concdemnation as has oc-
cirred in Chile. By the same tokcn, Videla in ordering
t:e end of such rightist activitics is asserting his
anthority amid accusations by mil: tary hardliners that
ha has been indecisive in leadersiip. In pursuing

such a course, the President has cirectly challenged
those hardliners in the armed forces who demand such
drastic measures against the left as the use of right-
izt death squads. The fact that srmy commanders have
heeded Videla's words to curb right-wing violence in-
dicates that the junta chief, at 'east momentarily, has
won an endorsement for his moderate approach to terror=-
i=m.

CSYNORORMNIWESN) Any thoucht that Videla might
be forced out as junta President :n the near future
because of hardline demands for a stronger stand on
terrorism should not be taken too seriously (90%,3).
He appears to be as qualified as =ny Argentine can be
for the position under the preseni circumstances of
uncertainty and to date has brought some cohesion to
the politically torn country. Vicela was successful
in postponing any attempt to overithrow Mrs. Peron's
government until the military werc sufficiently pre-
pared to do so. This postponemeni lasted for a per-
icd of more than a year. His successful handling of
the December 1975 air force revoli further demonstrates
that he can effectively deal with and control dissi-
dents under his command.

Outlook

(GrAQRARNNMENSEIN Right-wing violencé will prob-
ably be brought under control rapidly. However, left-
ist terrorism will remain the principal threat to in-
ternal public security for the ne:sr term (90%,A). The
leftists will continue in their attempts to infiltrate
and agitate unrest among the rank and file members of
the labor movem=nt, hoping for a turn to a hardline
approach in the junta's dealings with them. This they
believe would turn public support away from the govern-
nent and result in a political poliarization which
wculd improve their chances of building a popular base
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¢f support leading to a bid for power. On the other
hand, the miliftary must convince their hardliners through
success in the antiterrorist campaign that a moderate
eoproach to terrorism is the most feasible way of
correcting the problem and of maintaining vital public
support. At the same time, sericus violations of human
rights must be avoided in order not to discredit the
junta on the world stage. Any such foreign criticism
right jeopardize the government's chances of obtaining
international loans badly needed for full economic
recovery, and in turn stir more terrorism. The success-
ful implementation of a moderate course by the govern-
mant will go a long way toward reducing the leftists

to an insignificant force (90%,A). In the final analy-
gis, the establishment of a political atmosphere free

of violence depends to a large extent on the workers'
acceptance of the economic austerity measures needed

to halt the crippling inflation #2d erosion of the
labor paycheck (90%,3). @@ eresiniewirowiparpornns
it e oplr s e
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