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THE DfftiTY SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
WASHINGTON, D, C. 20301 

Kr. Lewfs J. Lapham 
Director, Political Research 
Directorate of Intelligence 
Central Intelligence Agency 
Washington, D. c. 20505 

Dear Kr. Laphsn: 

2 MAR ~76 

I appreciate the opportunity to review and conment on Hr. Gardiner's 
research paper on the future of Argentina's political system. This 
type of research is usefu 1 to us in a numbe.r of way~. 

It reempha~lzes, in this case, the very important role of the 
Argentine military in the affairs of the nation~ It provides a brief 
synopsis of the events and forces which have shaped Argentina's 
past, and those which are J ikely to be instrumental · in the shapi!'lg 
of Argentina's f~ ture. H forces a shift in foC:us fr~ the lnmedlate 
In the developing crisIs to s001e of the possible major · ~urns !n eyents 
for the future. - ~Y shiftin·g the focus, it forces us ... l o ·exaai'ne · the 
hapl ications .fol' U~S. Interests In Arg~tina once t~ mil it•ry ere . 
raoved to :assume control. . ... 

l tend to agree that the tacit understandings ·of thQ :·past - the rules 
of the game - have been vi o I a ted too much and tOQ qf,t~ for the status 
quo to continue. l think Gardiner's scenariQ t.s oot ·on·ly ,plausible. 
but comoell ina. ' 
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ASSISTANT SECIETAIY OF DEFENSE 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 2030l 

~ 6 fES 1916 
In reply refer to: 
1-1771/76 

MEMORANDUM FOR DEPUTY SECRETARY OF DEFENSE ELLSWORTH 

SUBJECT: Research Study - Argentina 

Mr. Lewis J. Lapham of the Central Intelligence Agenc~ has 
requested your comments on the attached research study dealing 
with political and economic developments in Argentina (TAB C). 
A sununary of the study is provided at TAB B. TAB A is our 
proposed reply. 

Recommend you sign the proposed r~ly at TAB A. 
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SUMMARY 

11Whither Argentina: New Political System 
or More of the Same?" 

- Argentina on the verge of repeating famil iar political cycle­
military Intervention to replace an ineffectual civilian govern­
ment. 

Politically, basic deficiency is Jack of respected institutions 
through which conflict can be mediated. 

Economically, no group has sufficient strength to enforce 
measures necessary to revitalize economy. 

- Paper argues that basic changes in system likely to occur during 
next one to three years. Old consensus rested on two implicit 
rules: 

Violence permissible only if carefully limited. 

No pol I tical group seeks total el iminat·ion of any other group. 

Terrorist gr.oups, by changing kind and in1;ensity of violence, have 
brought abdut breakdown lri 'poUticaJ rules. System is f~,arthef 
threatened by worst Inflation Argentina has ever experienced. 

- Three alternatives are seen: 

Continuati-on of status .quo. 

Civil war. _ 

lndefinit$ ~ak4tover by mi1 itary, much harsher and more 
authorhar.ian than ever. 

With growing hardJ.i.ne ment~tity on the part of military, sp1intelt i!1g. __ 
of Perori:ist 'r'"ks ··and,' major· splits w.ithin labor ranks, author · 
considers that t he military constit!Jte the only for~ capable '"of - .. 
br'ihglng or<l&.~,.·out -o f the. present chaos - and 0111y th·rougn"ext'el'lded .; 
authoritarlaJ) ru le--. . · · 
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