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ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
WASHINGTON,D.C. 20301 

2 SEP 1916 

In reply refer to: 
1- 4051/76 

MEMORANDUM FOR DEPUTY SECRETARY OF DEFENS E LEHENTS 

SUBJECT : Meeting wi t h U.S. Ambassador to Argentina 

~ As you know, Ambassador Hill has been in the United States 
since mid-July and is in Washington for consultations this week. 
He has met with Secretary Rumsfeld, with me , with Major General 
Cav zos, Director, Inter-American Region ( I A), and will meet 
with the Joint Chiefs of Staff at 1500 hou rs on 3 September, just 
pri or to calling on you. 

+if from our conversations with him thus fa r, we kn ow that Ambassador 
Hil l 's primary concerns center around the mounting problem of human 
right s violations In Argentina and the expected Impact of that pro
bl em on U.S./Argentl ne relations. Of Defense interest, our ability 
to continue with grant training and Forei gn Military Sales credits, 
our U.S. Military Group presence, and the pl anned exchange of 
sci entific and technical data with the Arge tine anmed forces may 
wel l be affected. 

~ Specific Items which Ambassador Hill might rai se with you are 
as f ollows: 

1. Human Rights . Recent reports from Buenos Aires indicate 
a wave of extremist actions against the si zeable Jewish community, 
aga inst Catholic cle rgy and against various elements in Argentina 
sus ected of Marxist connections and activ it ies aga inst the ruling 
gove rnment. A numbe r of priests have been assassinated, apparently 
at t he hands of extreme right wing elements . Lefti s t bombings and 
ass assinations conti nue, with the extreme r ight countering In kind. 
Meanwhile, the moderate leadership seems unable or unwilling to 
take the necessary actions to bring extrem is t elements under control. 
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A n \ oJ and unpreceden t ed wave of anti-Semit ism and a flood of Nazi 
1 ite rature on the ne\'IS stands bring added d imensions to the problem. 
The U.S. Congress is reacting in expected fashion. So it is the 
problem of giving the right message in the r ight manner to the 
Arg ntina leadership - our concerns over t he human r ights situation 
and t he certain impact of that situation, i f not brought under 
con t rol, on Defense and other U.S. programs In Argentina- which 
mus t be resolved. 

2. future of U.S. Military Group, Argentina. The future of 
our Military Group in Buenos Aires is curre tly unde r review, under 
NSSM 243, as are all MAAG's, Military Groups , Military Missions, and 
sim i lar organizations worldwide. l expect Ambassador Hill to stress 
to you the importance of our ~ilitary Group in Argentina, primarily 
for its continuing value as a channel of c~~unlcat i on with the 
mil i t ary government of Argentina. He will also stress the importance 
of Congressional perceptions of the human ri ghts si t uation to the 
future of the Military Group. 

3. Scientific and Technical Data Exchange. In April 1973, John 
Dav is Lodge, then U. S. Ambassador to Argenti na, wrot e to Defense 
Secretary Elliott Ri chardson suggesting the need fo r improved military
to-military cooperation between the armed fo rces of the U.S. and 
Argentina. He speci f ically suggested coll ~boration in the areas of 
co-production and in the exchange of scien t ific and technical data. 
Whi le progress in the latter area has been s low, it appears that a 
fo nnal agreement is in the offing. 

4. Continuation of Grant Training (lt1ETP) for Argentina. The 
Grant Training Program for Argentina has been fraught with diffl
cul~ ies since August 1973 when the GOA conc luded a $1.2 billion trade 
agreement with Cuba. Under the terms of t he agreement, flag vessels 
of both countries we re to transport goods between t he two countries. 
Unde r the provisions of Section 620(a)(3), Foreign Assistance Act, 
the United States is prohibited from provi ding assi stance to any 
country which pennits its flag carriers to t ranspor t goods to or 
fr om Cuba. Following confirmation that Ar gentine vessels were 
engaged in such trade , grant training for Argentina was suspended 
in May 1974 and remained under suspension un til lif t ed by Presidential 
Dete rmination in May 1975. For this reason, Argentina was able to 
use only $100,000 of the total $700,000 gr nt train ing funds pro
grammed for FY 1975 . Subsequently, In December 1975 , the Senate 
Sub-Committee on Fore ign Operations directed a fiscal year 1976 
cei l ing for Argentina not to exceed actual obligations for the 
pre ious year. The Committee further expressed the view that, in 
viel'l' of Argentina•s s ignificant economic progress in recent years, 
that country should not be a recipient of ·rant tra ining in the 
fut ure. The facts concerning Argentina•s economy do not support 
the Committee position. 
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5. Exclusion of Latin America from Ai:':endance at the Senior 
Inte rnational Joint lntell iqence Course. Argentina , together with 
all other countries in l.atin America, has (;~en excl uded from atten
dance at the Senior International Joint ln t~ ll igence Course. 
Amb;; s sador Hill has voiced his objections, ·lut to no avail. Defense 
madr.: a formal rec1C¥lla to State, but to no ~'ta l I. 

6. Curtailment of Tour of Naval Attac~le, Ambassador Hill has 

~a~~~-~lr;irr~~i~~.o~~ ·~!O:f!Y.t~f·af.i·s:~~rl -~it·~~~· 
support the request and expect a favorabl e decision . 

(U) ln addition to t he Meeting lnfonnation Sheet and Biography, 
have attached the ta l king points which we r.~ovided t o Secretary 
Rums ·feld In preparation for his meeting wH;:1 Ambassador Hill. 

AttDchments 

~~~itfe 
A!;s i stcr; t !:-t'cr ets ry f D ense 
lntcr::a t i o•Jal Securi ty Affairs 

T r.!J A - Meeting In f o Sheet 
T~b B - Biographica l Sketch 
Tab C - Talking Po ints 
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ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WA8HINGTON,O.C. 20001 

2 Sep t ember 1976 

~' E ETING INFORMATION SHEET 

NAME AND TITLE OF VISITOR: Honorable Robert C. Hill 
US. Ambassador to Argentina 

TlME AND DATE: 1600, 3 September 1976 

LOCATION: Office of DepSecDef Clements 

HOW TO ADDRESS VISITOR: Mr. Ambassador 

ATTENDEES: The U.S. Ambassador to Argen t ina 

The Deputy Secretary of Defense, Mr. Clements 
Military Assistant 

Director, Inter-American Regi on (ISA), 
Major General R.E. Cavazos , USA 

Country Director, Argentina, 
Colonel J.C. Thomas, USAF 

APPOINTMENTS WITH OTHER SENIOR U.S. OFFIC IALS: 
Secretary of Defense, 2 Septc · e r 
Assistant Secretary of Defense (ISA), 2 September 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, 1500, 3 September 
Director, Inter-American Regi on (ISA), 0845, 31 August 

PREVIOUS MEETING (WITH PRINCIPAL): N/A 
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Reviewed Chief, RDD, WHS 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 

N/1ME : Rol,ert C. Hill 

f9_?1 T ION_: U.S. Ambassador to Argentina 

BIRTJi: 30 September 1917; Littleton, Nel'l Ha!npshire 

F~~I LY : Wife: Cecelia 
Son: William 
Son: James 

~.T ION: New Engl and College, Henniker, New Hampshire, Doctor of 
Law Oeg ree, 1957 

I 94 3 ·- J9l}S 
I 947 - 19L~9 
1949- 1953 

1953 - 1954 
1954- 1955 
1955- 1956 
1956- 1957 
1957- 1961 
1961 - 1962 
1965 - 1968 

StMary' s University, San Antoni o, Texas , Doctorate of 
Lcr.-J Degree, 1960 
Universi t y of Dallas, Dallas, Texa~. Honorary Doctorate 
of Humanities Degree . 
Academy of International Lioi;H (J!,exican), Honorary Degree 

Vice Cons ul, Foreign Service of America 
Clerk wi t h the Sennte Committee on Banki ng and Currency 
Engagad in private business as an Asst Vice President 
of a company in New York 
U.S. Ambassador to Costa Rica 
U.S. Ambassador to E.l Salvador 
Under Sec retary of State for Mltt ual Security Affairs 
Assistant Secretary of State for Congressional Relations 
U.S. Amb <3ssador to t1ex i co 
Member of the New Hampshire HryJse of Representatives 
Chairman of the Republic National Commi t tee Foreign 
Policy Task Force, and later Member, Republican Coor-
dinating Committee's Task Force on National Security 

1969 ·~ 1973 U.S. Amb assador to Spain 
1973- 1974 Assistan t Secretary of Defense (ISA) 
1974·- Present U.S. Ambassador to ArgentiniJ (Feb 7lf) 
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BEBRET 

Thi5 brief meeting with Ambassador Hi ll will be his oppor
tuni t y to stress to you the impo~tance of mi litary-to-military 
rela t ions beb-1een the armed forces cf the Un ited States and 
l·.rgent ina as a vi tai channel of c omrnun i c<Jt ion with the military 
gove nrnent of this important South i\mericon country. 

We suggest that you take the lead by emphasizing that l'te 

recognize the:: import ance of Arg•~ntina in th~ affairs of :th.e Americas 
and t hat \<Je shall continue to work with hi rr tO'.<lard the preservation 
of U. S. interests there. In this regard, s t ate that we consider t1ur 
U.S. Military Group in Argentina to be a v i t al channel of communi
cati on with the present military government of Argentina. 

ISSU ES AMBAS5ADOR HILL IS L1 KS,L Y TO fl..A 1 SE. 

!:Juman Rights. Inform Hill that w~ are f ollowing the human rights 
situ ation in Argentina closely and shall c c0perate fully \~ith him 
to a r ticulate the proper message to f\rgent ine officials regarding the 
need for an early resolution of this probl em. 

Recognize the expected impact of cont inued human rights 
viol a tions on the fu t ure of our Mili'tary Group, on our ability to 
gain Congressional s upport for gr<:~nt traini ng and Foreign Military 
Sales credits for Argentina, and on our ability to enter into a 
mean i ngful program for the exch.·mge of sci en tific and technical 
data with the armed forces of Argentina. 

- - Assure Hill that we shall be respons ive to his recommendations 
on t h is issue. 

Disestablishment bf U.S. Military Group . Inform Hill that \-le 

cons ider our Military Group in Argentina t o be one of the first 
prior ity category for retention. 

\-le are aware of contintdng problems regarding the safety 
of ou r people. HQ'.,tever , 'ile. fc:el thnt it i s irr.portent to restore 
Mili t ary Group manning ·:' rom the present tcrr.porary level of 15 to the 
near term objective st r ··; gth of 20 DS soon as conditions permit. 
Soli c it his views CIS t c . h r~ timing of such increase. 

8''.1QS.J .! 
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~ Offer additio;1aJ manning in the skil l s rcq:.1ired on a 
priority basis. Among these might be an of f icer with extensive 
background in research and development. 

Point out o~r difficulties in gainin g interdepartmental 
agreement for manning increases while NSS/1 243 is in development. 

- - Assure him that the .next initiative is his. 

Sc ientific and Technical Data Exchan'JE._. 

Inform Hill that we have developed a formal Data Exchange 
Agreerncnt for presentation, loJith his iipprova l and that of State, 
to t he Argentine Ministry of O~fense. Alon g with this, \~e h<we a 
draft agreement for the first project on t he subject of solid pro
pell an ts, ·as well as joint State/Defense gui delines for the 
admi n istration of data exchange matters. Bo th he and the Department 
of S t ate shal I have opportunity for prior review of all initiatives. 

St~ess that this proposed data exch ange is not tied to 
Secu r ity Assistance. 

Stress that the data exchange ~houlc not be confused with 
co-p r ocluc t ion. 

Continuation of Grant Traini~r Argent ina. Emphasize to Hill 
the importance of State support on the hi 11 for continuation of 
gran t training for Argentina. 

E>~ clusion of Latin America from Attendance al the Senior Inter
nat-i on al Joint lnt;.TiiC);;c;-e:-;:;-;:~e. Inform Hill that it was State 1 s 
deci s ion, over our objections, to eliminate the armed forces of all 
of t he Americas from attendance at this course. 

ISSU ES YOU SHOULD BRING UP 

The Political and Economic Future of Aroentina. Solicit Hill 1 s 
- views on the outlook over the next two yea rs . 
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