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AMEMB BUENOS AIRES ARGENTINA 
INFO SECSTATE WASH DC 
DISTR ASD:ISA 
l'•tt I I 8 2 14 F I , Si SUIT .IIUZSS!A 
FOR AM6ASSADOR HILL FROM SECRETARY RUMSFELD 
SUBJECT: WORLDWIDE MAAG REQUIREMENTS 
REF: ~UENOS AIRES ~l5b 

l 

1. ~ YOUR CLEAR STATEMENT OF CURRENT AND CONTINUING 
NEED FOR U.S. MILITARY GROUP IN EMBASSY BUENOS AIRES IS 
HELPFUL AND MOST TIMELY. YOU MAY 6E SURE THAT, AS WE 
HAMMER OUT AGREED INTERAGENCY POLICY ON THIS ISSUEr DOD 
WILL TAKE INTO FULL ACCOUNT VIEWS WHICH YOU HAVE EXPRESSED 

· AS CHIEF OF MISSION. 
~. (U) WARM REGARDS. 
E?S '283 

Office of the Secretary of Defense + ~ \,). s .~ 9 S!t't 
Chief, RDD, ESD, WHS 
Date: 01 Stf lOt! Authority: EO 13526 
Declassify: ~ Deny in Full: __ _ 
Declassify in Part: : ~ 

Reason : :-=---~..........:~-----
MDR: 17- -M- 't3 204 

DECLASSIFIED IN FULL 
Authority: EO 13526 
Chief, Records & Declass Dlv, WHS 
Date: SEP 0 1 2017 

JAMES C. THOMAS, COLONELr USAF 
~TRY DIRECTOR, OASD/ISA/IA 

"-.J e8NPIHHtftAt 

l 

;! 1 Q ~ "! 



-· 

-

t ·· 

~· ~ ...... .;.~~· • • O ¥ ... 4- o . o -~ 

ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
WA.HINGTON,D.C. ao301 

' 

In reply refer to: 
1-6875/76 

HEHORANOUH FOR THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

SUBJECT: Worldwide HAAG Re ... i ,.....,..,_;;:.~;~~ - ~:..::.:~- ---=-') 
SC:::: •... _ 

~ The proposed message at Tab A comments on Ambassador Hl11's 
message (Tab B) concer·ning the continuing need for our U. S. 
Military Group In Argentina. 

(U) Tab C Is State's response to Ambassador Hill's message 
Indicating State's (ARA) willingness to reconsider. 

(U} I recommend you sign the message at Tab A. 

Attachments 
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,OR ASSISTANT SECRETARY SHLAUOERHAN FROM HILL 

so 11 causa: sse 
TAGSI MASS, AR 
SU~JECTI "ORLD~WIDE HAAG REQUI~EHENTS 
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R£Ft (Al fiUENOS AIRES 3314, (8) BUENOS AIRES 2913 
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1 1 ON 26 HAY 1976, ARA RECOHHENDEO THAT ARGENTlNA NOT_ 6~~._..., 
INCLUDED AMONG THOSE COUNTNIES IN ~HICH RETENTION OF;A .. -: 
MlLGP lS Of TOP PRIOR lTV, I AM DISAPPOINTED AT IHI5 UN• -•..:...-. 
,ORTUNATE DE'l~N AND AS~ yOUR PEWSONAL ~EVlEW, TO 
PHASE OUT THE ~lLGP, I B~llEVE 1 ~OULO "AVE A CRUCIAl AND 
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DESTRUCTIVE·EfFECT ON OUR OBJECTIVE~.HEREa.,.-

2. IN ADDITION TO THE REASONING OUT~INED IN REFERENCE 
A AND 8 FOR MAINTAINING A TOP PRIORITY OF THE MlLGP, I 
WOULD LIKE TO EMPHASIZE THE FO~LOWlNGI 

A, US MILITARY MISSIONS ARE PRESENT IN ARGENTINA 
AT THE EXPRESS HEQUEST OF THE ARGENTINE GOVERNMENT, THIS 
18 A .RESULT OF BILATERAL AGREEMENTS Of LONG STANDING • 
NAVY, 1935, AIR FORCE • 1956, AND AR~Y 1961. THESE AGREE• 
MENTS HAVE FOR THE PAST SEVERAL YEARS SEEN CONSISTENTLY 
IGNORED SY THE US AS REGARDS TO MANNING LEVELS, DUE TO 
BUDGETARY AND SECURITY CONSTRAINTS THE MlLGP HAS 
DECREASED FROM APPROXIMATELY SIXTY (60) PERSONNEL TO THE 
PRESENT FOURTEEN (14)• BECAUSE THE ARGENTINE ARMED 
FORCES UNUEHSTANOS THESE PROSLEMS T~EY ~AVE WlTHOUT 
COMPLAINT TOLERATED THSE ACTlO~S 1 THEY HAVE, 
HO~EY~R, EXPRESSED VERY STRONGLY THEIR CONCERN ABOUT 
THE SITUATION, 

8, THE ARGENTINE ARMED FORCES, IN PO~ER SINCE 
MARCH 1G76, ARE HEAVILY CO~HllTEO TO STRAIGHTE~ING 
OUT THE ~O~IT1CAL 1 ECONOHIC AND SOCIAL CHAOS LEFT BY 
THE PRECEOING GOY~RNMENT, RECENT LEFT AND Rt~HT WING 
TERRORIST ACTS ARE PLAINLY OESIGNEO TO fORCE THE 
GOA INTO REPRESSIVE HEASU~ES ~HlCH WILL THEN BE 
EXPLOITED BY THESE ELEMENTS TO DISCREDIT THE GOA 
WORLD•NlOE AND ~EAKEN ITS POPULAR SUPPORT, 

C1 ALL THREE COMMANDERS OF THE ARGENTINE ARMED 
FORCES (NO" MEM8~RS OF THE RULING JUNTA) AND THE 
MINISTER OF DEFENSE HAVE CONSISTE~TLY EXPRESSED THEIR 
REQUIREMENTS AND DESIRE FOR tHE CONTINUED PRESENCE OF 
US MILITARY PERSONNEL, ANY COURSE OF ACTION WHICH 
MOULD APPEAR TO SLIGHT THIS GOVERNMENT, WHICH 18 STILL 
fEELl~G ITS WAV, WOULO HAVE A STRONG ADVERSE REACTlO~, 

0 1 lT WASNIT UNTIL THE PERONIST REGIHE HAD 8RDUGHT 
ARGENTINA TO THE VERY BRINK Of OlSASTER THAT GENERAL 
VlDELA ANO THE AMMED 'ORCES RELUCTANTLY ASSUMED THE 
RESPDNSlSILITV Of GOVERN~ENT, NOW 1 HO~EVER, THEY BELIEVE 
THAT THEY MUST CONTIFUE TO GOYE~N UNTIL THE CHAOS CREATED 8Y 
THE FDNMER REGIME HAS BEEN CLEARED UP. ONLY THEN WOULD A 

33372 
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RETURN TO FULL REPRESENTATIVE GOVERNMENT BE POSSIBLE. 
4 UNlLATERA~ MOVE 8Y THE US, SO O~V%0USLY COUNTER TO THE 
PERCEIVED NEEDS Of THE GOA LEADERS, lS BOUND TO HAVE ADVERSE 
EFFECTS ON THE RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN THE T~O CDUNTNIES, 

E1 OVER THE PAST TWO. YEARS THE OPERATIONS OF VARIOUS 
PROVISIONS Of THE F4A ANO DECISIONS OF THE SENATE APPROP~IA• 
TlONS CO"MITTEE HA~E HAD THE EFFECT OF IRRITATING ANO 
ANTAGONIZING T~E ARGENTINE MILITARY FOR RE4SON$ THAT HAD 
NOTHING TO 00 wiTH THEM. ANOTHER SITUATION IN WHICH THEY SEE 
US TREATING OUR ~ILITARY RELATIONS AS UNIM~ORT4NT OR 
lNSlGNlFlCANT COULO BE DEVASTATING, OUR COH~lTMENTS TO THE 
ARGENTINE MILITARY INSTlTUTlDNS NO~ A~D LATER WILL BE A 
MAJOR DETERMINANT OF OUR 81LATEWAl RELATIONS IN THE FUTURE, 

3e IN VIEW OF THE ABOVE AND PREVIOUS RECOMMENDATIONS fROM 

33372 

THIS EH&ASSV, IT WOULD APPEAR THAT LONG•TERH US lNTE~ESTS 
WOULD BEST BE SERVED SV PLACING ARG~NTINA I~ THE HIGH PRIORITY 
CATEGORY Of COUNTRIES JN WHICH THE MtLGPS wiLl CONTINU~ TO 
OPERATE, 1 BELl~VE THE EXECUTIVE 8~A~CH SHOULD AT LEAST 
RECOMM(ND THIS TO THE CONGRESS, 1 HOPE YOU AGREE, 
HIL.L 
IT 
••155 
AHNOTES 
JOG 332 
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.. IIIII FOR Af(B, HILL P'ROM ASST, SECRETARY SHL.AUDEI'1AN 

. •au uu: saes 
TAGII MASS, AR 

SUBJECTI HUENOS AIRES 4155 

l APPRECIATE YOUR CONCERN, I HAVE TAKEN NO FINAl 
POSilt.ON . Q!LTJiL~U.E~T ION O.F. - -"'1--'.GRP_~HUG_R.ElEH.U.DM.S 
1~0 "ILL GIVE \'0~-~I;~.D.!iE MOST CAREFUL CON_S_~j)-~fiAT~ 
8 ST REGARDS. HOBINSON 
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